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A NEW ERA OF BUSINESS EDUCATION AT AUB : 
THE SULIMAN S . OLAYAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
AUB announced in june that its business school would be named in 
honor of former trustee and long-time cherished friend and sup
porter , the late Suliman S. O layan . MainGate learns about the 
recent changes and advances at the Suliman S. Olayan School of 
Business- and how it is shaping students into future business 
leaders of the region. 

BUSINESS DESIGNS 
MainGate su r veys th e inte rn ationa l arc h itectural competi t ion for 
t h e design of the futu re home o f the Suliman S. O layan School of 
Business . 

PASSAGES : COMMENCEMENT 2003 
MainGate has reserved a chair for you on the Green Field where 
more than 1 ,3 00 AUB graduates in ceremonial cap and gown take 
center stage during the proud pinnac le of their student careers. 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AND SERVICE : 
HONORARY DEGREES RETURN TO AUB 
For t he first time since 1969 , AUB awarded six honorary degree s in 
h uman let t ers t o persons noted fo r thei r long commitment to 
adva n c i ng the inte ll ec tu a l , economic, polit ica l , a n d soctal well· 
be ing of humankind. MainGate t akes you to this p roud moment in 
AUB 's history. 

THE ARTS STEP OUT: THE FLOURISHING CULTURAL LIFE 
OF AUB 
The AUB campus is the site of much artistic and cu l tural expres
sion these days- from art exhibitions, choir performances , 
chamber musical ensembles, to theater- along with fascinating 
museum collections. 

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF AUB 
MainGate s t eps into the University Archives and Special Collections 
to discover a wealth of historica l t reasures. 
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from the editors 
---------- ----

A 
s we came to the end of another academic year, we reflected on the role of the 

university in an individual's life. Looking out on the multitude of excited graduates 

gathered at commencement, we got to thinking that an important part of one's 

education occurs outside the classroom while at university. 

Life Lessons 

This "added ed ucation" happens in exchanges with peers, learning the ins and outs of team

work, being on one's own for the first time, and handling adult responsibilities- such as 

meeting deadlines, mastering time management skills, understanding the importance of punctu

ality- that are training for the work place. Such experiences, or lessons learned, are in our 

opinion, just as important as academics. These personal and professional growth "classes" are 

considered a valuable part of one's complete education at AUB. They are life lessons- which the 

2003 graduates on the Green Field will carry with them for life. 

During commencement, many were able to pay tribute to a distinguished and honored friend of 

AUB, the late Suliman S. Olayan, who imparted many life lessons to his family, friends, and col

leagues throughout the world. A modest man from humble beginnings, Mr. Olayan began a 

career in 194 7 that would amass into one of the most successful international enterprises in 

business. He served as a role model to many around the world for his extensive international 

business savvy, renowned modesty, and commitment to the ideals of education and culture. 

AUB was honored to have him serve on its board from 1979 to 1985- and is fortunate to have 

the Olayan family still associated with the University with Hutham Olayan, Mr. Olayan's daugh

ter and AUB alumnus, on its board. 

The example of Mr. Olayan as a stellar business leader, teacher, colleague, and friend is one that 

AUB is certain will inspire countless generations. To pay tribute to such a great man, the AUB 

Board of Trustees resolved in june to name its business school in his honor. At the 2003 com

mencement, the first graduating class of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business entered the 

world. We are certain that this young group, along with subsequent graduating classes, will 

make their mark on the Lebanese - and international - business community as distinctively as 

Mr. Olayan did . They have received an excellent AUB education and life lessons that simply 

ensure their success. 

Lynn Mahoney and Ibrahim Khoury 
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Remembering the M ilk Bar 
I read with great interest the article on the Milk Bar in the 
Spring 2003 issue of MainGate. As far as I and my contempo
raries-students who attended AUBin the 1940s and 
1950s-are concerned, the Milk Bar was originally in West 
Hall in a room near the side entrance of West Hall facing Ada 
Dodge Hall. It was a popular haunt where students could 
have a sandwich, a coffee, or refreshment served by the popu
lar Edward, a pleasant gentleman who later opened his own 
"Milk Bar" on Jeanne D'Arc Street. I think the Milk Bar must 
have moved to Ada Dodge Hall in the 1960s or 1970s. This 
is just to complete the story of the Milk Bar, which is fondly 
remembered by many of us. 

Jacob Thaddeus (MD '50) 
Beirut, Lebanon 

In the Spring 2003 issue Susanne Lane gave a comprehensive 
explanation of what a milk bar was, or still is, in England in 
her article "Remembering the Milk Bar." Thank you for the 
explanation. But the question is: What was the Milk Bar at 
AUB? 

The Americans who founded AUB brought with them, not 
only education in the fields of the humanities and sciences, 
but also some American customs, such as the Soda Fountain. 

Now at AUB, the soft drinks served at the Milk Bar were not 
the present day Pepsi, 7-Up, Fanta, or what have you, but a 
measure of syrup in your favorite flavor served in a tall glass 
filled with carbonated soda water- thus the name soda foun
tain. In the September 1992 AUB Bulletin I wrote an article, 
"What's in a Name7" describing what the soda fountain was 
and how the name disappeared. 

As an undergraduate at AUB during World War II, I used to 
meet with my friends at the Soda Fountain in West Hall. It 
was either in 1943 or in 1944 that the British YMCA asked 
AUB to allow them the use of certain parts of campus during 
summer break as a recreational area for British forces. So 
while putting up signs on locations, they placed a sign reading 
"Milk Bar" over the entrance of the Soda Fountain. In the late 
1950s when the remodeling of West Hall and Ada Dodge Hall 
took place, the Milk Bar, as it was then known, was moved 
over to a space adjoining the cafeteria and was named the 
Coffee Shoppe. It seems no one cared about the change of 
name, in spite of the fact that a brass plate bearing the name 
Coffee Shoppe was placed on the railing at the top of the steps 
leading to the entrance. However, when the leaves on the 
trees grew dense and the sign became more covered-it was 
good-bye Coffee Shoppe. 

I 

I to the editors 

So now, the story of what's in a name continues. When 
College Hall was bombed in 1991 there was no better place 
than Ada Dodge Hall to move some offices to. So the transi
tion of names went as follow: Soda Fountain to Milk Bar to 
Coffee Shoppe to Comptroller's Office. 

End of Mystery Frankly, we preferred the name Soda 
Fountain. 

Nabeel G. Ashkar (BBA '45) 
Beirut, Lebanon 

On MainGate 
I very much enjoyed reading the last issue of MainGate. 
Excellence at AUB has clearly been extended to the publica
tion of an excellent journal, which includes AUB and alumni 
news and interesting articles, such as "Remembering the Milk 
Bar." I hope future issues will highlight the research conduct
ed at AUB. Keep up the good work. 

Abdur-Rahman Saghir, PhD (BS '57, MS '61) 
Former Faculty 1964-1987 

I received the Spring 2003 issue of MainGate and was very 
pleased with the great news that was reported. I was particu
larly impressed with AUB's efforts to improve research in 
various fields. Congratulations on a job very well done! 

Bilal R. Kaafarani, PhD (BS '97) 
Atlanta, Georgia 

The "New" West Hall 
It was with great chagrin that I read your article on West 
Hall in MainGate , vol. 1 no. 3. I am the son of the late 
Professor Arkadie Kouguell who founded the Institute of 
Music housed in West Hall, where I practically lived. The 
Institute gained an international reputation and my father 
was instrumental in bringing world famous artists, such as 
Arthur Rubinstein. I have in my possession the Institute's 
archives and I am sure you have documents in your 
archives as well. I was amused to read about the grand 
piano, which was a gift from my father and made by the 
Pleyel factory 

Having given 25 years of his life to AUB and having given 
numerous scholarships to Lebanese students, I am not 
ready to dismiss your article as an oversight of his contri
bution to Middle Eastern culture. A good deal has been 
written about him in the well-known books by Stephen B. 
L. Penrose, Jr. and Bayard Dodge. AUB, I trust you will 
find a need to rectify that omission. 

Maurice Kouguell 
Exeter, New Hampshire 
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A rkadie Kouguell was indeed one of the great "builders" of West Hall, making 
it the cultural focal point of the campus during the firs t half of the nineteenth 
century. The University is honored to have been f ortunate enough to have 
become the beneficiary of his ta lent, commitment, and generosity. We regret 
not having had space in the article to mention Prof essor Kougueii and ali the 
fom•er faculty and staff who made Wes t Hall the heart of AUB. 

More Classnotes! 
MainGate is a lively, colorful magazine, with many interesting 
articles. My only complaint is that the Classnotes section is so 
thin. Only two people from the 1960s71 One from the 
1970s?! My high school alumni magazine has more than that 
from each year. I rarely see anything about the many people I 
knew in the late 1960s. Do you have an agent for each class, 
responsible for finding classmates and procuring their news? 

Richard Bevis (Faculty 1965-70) 
Vancouver, Canada 

No, we don't have agents. Are you volunteering? 

The Cat's Meow 
I am writing to congratulate you on MainGate. It embodies 
excellence through and through, from conception to design. 
It effectively meets its objective: bringing AUB to its commu
nity, and vice versa, every season. It gives me yet another 
reason to be proud of being an AUB alumni. 

I am also writing to congratulate you for having the conscien
tiousness and courage to feature in the Spring 2003 issue the 
news story, "The Cat's Meow." By choosing to investigate and 
cover the developments regarding the campus cat community, 
MainGate has chosen to raise awareness on an issue very 
much related to human welfare and animal rights. In this 
regard, the AUB administration has demonstrated the highest 
understanding and support. After all, that's what real educa
tion is all about. 

Hania jurdak 
Friend of the AUB Alumni Welfare Club and editor 
of Cedar Wings magazine of Middie East Airlines 

A Greater Understanding 
A cursory glance at MainGate elicited an encouraging sigh of 
relief here at Oxford University where Arabic studies have yet 
to mature as a discipline demanding serious respect. I was 
impressed reading about AUB's efforts to develop and imbibe 
the culture of tolerance in these times of turmoil and opposi
tional politics. 

I cannot but be deeply impressed with the scale of scholarship 
offered by AUB Professor Tarif Khalidi, most recently with the 
publication of his enthralling book, The Muslim jesus, which I 
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believe should receive an award of the highest recognition, as 
it stands clearly as the font and fruit of Arab erudition in our 
times. Please convey my message to Dr. Khalidi , who I under
stand has taken the decision to return to AUB. His return to 
Beirut evokes, in unmistakable fashion, the profound, critical, 
and deeply insightful nature of Arabic erudition and learning, 
Christian and Muslim. By focusing on the traditional Islamic 
concepts of the "other" one begins to close the gap between 
"us" and "them". The Western intellectual tradition gets a 
peek into a fascinating world of mutual toleration and love. 

Nadeem Ahmed 
Oxford, England 



Ghassan Tueni on 
Current Events 

Ghassan Tueni (first from left) lecturing on May 14 at Nicely 
Hall. US Ambassador to Lebanon Vincent Battle (seated, far 
light) attends 

Ghassan Tueni, publisher of An-Nahar as well as 

author, diplomat, and intellectual, aired his views 

on current world events on May 14 in Nicely 

HalL Tueni, one of AUBs most distinguished 

graduates, bounced from headline to headline, 

reflecting his calling as a newspaperman extraor

dinaire. The talk, hosted by the Civilization 

Sequence Program of the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences, was attended by students, faculty, and 

honored guests-including US Ambassador 

Vincent Battle. 

Tueni spoke informally, frequently joking with the 

audience. He dismissed Lebanese politics as "not 

worth discussing," and the Arab states in general as 

"totally disintegrated" and also not worth dis

cussing. He said that a major peril was "American 

domination in the name of terrorism" and 

expressed bewilderment at US "empire-building" 

in an age when empires can no longer endure. He 

dwelt also on the new role of the United Nations 

after the Iraq war, proposing several possible 

amendments to reinvent the body: enlarging the 

"veto club," creating a permanent peacekeeping 

army, and reviewing and revising the decision

making process. Tueni dismissed the notion of 

"clash of civilizations," preferring to dub the mod

em age "an era of the contrary" In the end, Tueni 

admitted that his questions oumumbered his solu

tions: "I have no proposal to make ... we have no 

recipes, we only have topics for debate." On a pos

itive note, Tueni was hopeful for a reinvigorated 

dialogue between the major cultures of the world, 

and on a similar note he takes "very seriously a 

new Euro-Arab Mediterranean partnership." 

Vigorously agreeing with Samir Khalaf, head 

of the Center for Behavioral Research, that 

AUB was the most important public space in 

the Arab world , Tueni was clearly back in his 

element: debating the great issues of the day 

with his peers at the University where his 

college education began. 

Folk Dance Festival 
Celebrates Cultures 
AUBs 30th Annual Folk Dance Festival brought a 

visual feast of vibrant color and coordinated 

movement to the Green Field on May 18. 

Provost Peter Heath delivered an opening address 

for this "fine and valued tradition" and Dean of 

Student Affairs Maroun Kisirwani, chairperson of 

the Folk Dance Festival Committee, thanked the 

participating students for "offering us an evening 

of music and dance." 

The Ahliah School presents the Sa'idi exhibition dance from 
Egypt at the annual Folk Dance Festival 

The dancers hailed from secondary schools across 

the country, each costumed and dancing in the 

style of a chosen region or country, from the 

United States to Africa to Russia. The groups, fes

tooned in brilliant colors, took their places on the 

field and began the show with a full-cast rendi

tion of the traditional Lebanese dabkeh. Each 

group then took the prime spot "on stage" before 

the crowded audience and performed the dance 

they had spent months rehearsing. The most 

popular tunes brought the audience to its feet 

dancing and singing. One crowd-pleaser was the 

African dance, a first for the festival, in which the 

dancers leaped and gyrated to polyrhythrnic 

music, boys flashing spears and girls swaying 

underneath clutched bowls of fruit. Beyond the 

packed audience gathered on the field, many 

AUB students looked down at the festivities from 

nearby building rooftops. 

In introducing the festival program, President 

john Waterbury emphasized the "imponance of 

bringing diverse people of diverse lands together 

in a spirit of joy, understanding, and peaceful 

cooperation." For the thousands who attended 

the event, the grand performance was cenainly a 

celebration of diversity through the beauty of cos

tume and dance. 

The Fun of AUB Outdoors 
Ten-minute ping-pong matches. Paint fights. 

Hordes of laughing children. Students in 

medieval garb parading through the crowds. 

Twisters on the Green OvaL Those were only a 

few of the many pleasurable sights at the annual 

AUB Outdoors during the May 24-25 weekend. 

Outdoors, a get-together event popular with stu

dents and especially with the youth of Beirut, 

transformed the area stretching from the Green 

Oval to West Hall into a veritable carnival, includ

ing snacks and activity stands sponsored by 

student groups and local businesses that catered 

to the appetites of the crowd. This years 

Outdoors Committee was coordinated by 

Muhammad Ali Dbouk, a civil engineering grad

uate, with tireless assistance from Director of 

Student Activities Wadad El-Husseiny. 

A look at AUB Outdoors 
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About 32 AUB clubs and societies partici

pated, many serving snacks and beverages 

and others presenting a theme in line with 

their organization's purpose. On top of 

those activities, 13 student bands from 

AUB and other area schools serenaded the 

crowds throughout the festival. Despite a 

few concerns about the level of noise, the 

activities went on without a hitch. The 

Art Club won the "Best Stand" award for 

MainGate Summer/Fall 2003 

A student at one of the AUB Outdoors' booths 

its castle design and art displays of sculp

ture, painting, and tie-dye shirts, as well 

as for its popular paint fight; but the 

younger attendees seemed drawn more to 

the Red Cross tent where they jousted with 

balloons. "We tried to satisfy all tastes," 

explained Dbouk about the stands and the 

bands. Over $2,500 in prizes were given 

away to a lucky few among the estimated 

crowd of 8,000. The revenues from ticket 

sales will go to the participating organiza

tions, the future AUB Outdoors Committee, 



and charity. Without a doubt, the success 

of Outdoors is a tribute to the teamwork 

. and diligence of the organizers in providing 

such a diversity of entertainment for the 

wider community beyond AUB's campus. 

Sports News: AUB 
Hosts Universiad and 
the Results of the 
Interfaculty Soccer 
Match 
This year's Universiad proved that AUB is 

much more than the academic capital of 

Lebanon. For the fourth year in a row, 

AUB hosted the Universiad, a country

wide sports championship open to the 42 

member schools of the Lebanese 

Federation of University Sports, of which 

AUB is a founding member. This year, on 

May 30, the spirited rhythms of the 

Internal Security Forces Band hailed the 

scores of young athletes as they paraded 

onto the Green Field decked in the colors 

and equipment of their schoo l and sport. 

On a dustblown field and under a humid 

overcast sky, they proceeded to put on dis

plays of physical prowess and martial 

artistry, then topped them off with an 

energetic traditional dabkeh. On the heels 

of that grand prelude, judge Nasri Lahoud, 

president of the federation, formally inau

gurated the "olympic" event with a 

speech, followed by remarks of welcome 

and praise by Lebanon's Minister of Sports, 

Dr. Sebouh Hovnanian. 

President Waterbury with the FM/FEA soccer team at the 
annual interfaculty match 

Twenty universities participated in the 

Universiad , which was open to both men 

and women and included a myriad of 

sports, from volleyball , soccer, basketball , 

and tennis to ping-pong and chess. The 

games were held on AUB's indoor and out

door courts, on the Green Field, and in 

the spacious rooms of West Hall . AUB 

A look at the action of the FEAIFAS match 

placed first in several women's competi

tions, among them soccer and ping-pong, 

and the University's chess team also came 

in first. In commenting on the importance 

of the Universiad to AUB, Director of 

Athletics Ghalib Halimi said, "It proves 

that AUB, which is the pioneer university 

in Lebanon and the Arab world, has full 

capacity to organize such a large sports 

event, and does it so well that it attracts 

both regional and international media 

attention via satellite. " 

The other hallmark sporting event at AUB, 

held on May 28, was the annual interfacul

ty soccer game, which pitted the Faculties 

of Arts and Sciences, Agricultural and 

Food Sciences, and Health Sciences against 

the Faculties of Medicine and Engineering 

and Architecture. The competing teams 

are usually made up of players from both 

the varsity and junior varsity teams of the 

faculties, who practice daily for weeks 

before the game. This year, the 

Medicine/Engineering team prevailed in a 

heated defensive battle that gave it a hard-

won l-0 victory, under the leadership of 

its captain, computer science major Faysal 

Arakji. There is no question in anyone 's 

mind on campus that this interfaculty 

rivalry is bound to continue. 

Student Theater Back at 
West Hall 
Newly renovated West Hall was theatrically 

reinaugurated on May 28, when "Hotel 

Paradiso," a comic farce authored by G. 

Feydeau and M. Desvalliers and performed 

by a cast of talented students, played a five

day run. The play, which was directed by 

long-time AUB thespian Peter Shebaya, was 

presented by the Civilization Sequence 

Program (of which Shebaya is presently 

director) and the Drama Club. 

AUB's rendition of the play was a merry-go

round of devious intentions, thwarted 

liaisons, husband-wife spats, and misunder

standings. A mock-up hotel provided the 

setting for . the many door-slammings, frantic 

comings and goings, and unexpected 

encounters that punctuated the comic sce

narios. The actors proved to be brilliant in 

delivering the many jokes that called for 

perfect timing and subtle verbal emphasis. 

A scene from Hotel Paradiso at West Hall 

Assistant Director Hani Hassan, an MA 

graduate and now an AUB faculty member, 

starred as the manipulative but unlucky 

Boniface, while senior economics student 

Lea Hakim played his haughty wife 
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Angelique . Nadia Hassan (in the role of 

the scorned and oft-swooning Marcelle) 

and Jawad Yehia (as her husband, the neg

lectful Cot) are both undergraduates in 

computer science. The other cast mem

bers also put on inspired performances

particularly funny was business major 

Hady Tabbal as the stuttering, bumbling 

Martin . His Freudian slips provided some 

of the most hilarious moments in a play 

that is hardly lacking in humor. 

The audience reaction to Hotel Paradiso 

was one of total delight. Despite the heavy 

strain of preparing for approaching final 

exams, the students put on a highly pro

fessional performance that brought much 

pleasure to the AUB community. 

IEEE Student Branch's 
Website Tops 
International 
Competition 
The AUB student branch club of the 

Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers (IEEE) chalked up an impressive 

record in this year's IEEE worldwide web

site competition. The club's website was 

awarded third place in the international 

category (just behind Boston University 

and Arizona State University). It also 

swept away the regional competition

winning first place over Turkey's Hucettepe 

University and Twente University of 

Technology of the Netherlands. 

Congratulations to the branch on their 

hard work! Check out the winning IEEE 

website for yourself at 

http :1/webfea. fea. au b. ed u.lb/ieee. 

Scholarship Fund 
Established in Honor of 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Afif Abdul Wahab 
On April 17 , Ramzi Abdul Wahab and Dr. 
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Ramzi and Rida Abdul Wahab presenting the chech to President 
Waterbury 

Rida Abdul Wahab presented a check in 

the amount of $100,000 to establish an 

endowed scholarship fund in the name of 

Dr. Afif and Mrs . Zamzam Abdul Wahab. 

The Abdul Wahab family also pledged 

another $100,000 to the fund next year. 

Dr. Afif Abdul Wahab, who passed away in 

early 2003, was born in AI Mina, Tripoli. 

He earned his MD from AUBin 1941, and 

before the age of 30 became a general sur

geon and for a short while was a member of 

AUB's faculty. 

In 1945 he founded, along with his col

league Daniel Katibah (AUB MD '43), the AI 

Mina Hospital in Tripoli, and later the Al 

Asi Hospital in Horns, Syria. In the early 

1950s, he established the first private hospi

tal in jeddah, and then successfully 

negotiated a contract with ARAMCO to 

establish the Orient Hospital in Khobar. He 

subsequently became a Saudi national, and 

for many years enjoyed notable success 

there in the practice of medicine as well as 

in business. 

Upon his retirement in 1973, Dr. Abdul 

Wahab began dedicating his time to the 

community service activities he had been 

committed to as a student, such as "The 

Association for Development of Villages." 

In 1991, the doctor marked the fiftieth 

anniversary of his graduation from AUB by 

establishing an endowed scholarship fund 

in the names of his father and uncle, 

Khayreddine and Adel Abdul Wahab. 

Dr. Afif Abdul Wahab and his wife Zamzam 

had fou r children: Ahmad Ramzi (a pharma

cist and businessman), Hamidah, Thuraya, 

and Mohammad Henry. 

The Abdul Wahab family's most recent gift 

of $100,000 will be matched on a one-to

four basis by the Cleveland Dodge 

Foundation through a special agreement 

between the Dodge Foundation and AUB, 

thus adding another $25,000 to the 

University's financial aid endowment fund. 

Fingerprints Student
Giving Program Grows 
The Fingerprints program just keeps getting 

stronger and stronger. Launched during the 

2001-02 academic year by the Office of 

Development in coordination with the 

Office of the Dean of Student Affairs and 

the University Student Faculty Committee 

(USFC), this student fundraising program 

encourages graduating students to con

tribute to the education of their fellow 

students by donating $25 or more to the 

Fingerprints Endowed Scholarship Fund. 

The program provides an opportunity for 

graduating students to manifest the AUB 

spirit of philanthropy and collegiality. 

By the end of june 2003, 455 students from 

the class of 2003 had come forward to leave 

their "fingerprints" at AUB- they con

tributed more than a total of $13,000 to 

endowed financial aid, and more are expect

ed to contribute by the end of this year. 

The class of 2002 had been just as support

ive: 370 donors gave a total of $11,000. 

AUB trustee Dr. Kamal Shair and the USFC 

renewed their support for academic year 

2002-03. Trustee Shair once again 

matched every $1 donated by students 

with $2-and the USFC made a similar 



Cutting the cake at the Fingerprints reception at Marquand House 

two-to-one match. In addition, AUB bene

fits from the Cleveland H. Dodge 

Foundation Challenge Grant, whereby the 

foundation donates $1 to the AUB 

Endowed Scholarship Fund for every $4 

received from AUB alumni or friends resid

ing in the Middle East and Europe. As a 

result, every $1 received from the class of 

2003 actually brings in $6.25. The total 

proceeds so far have exceeded $81 ,000-

increasing the Fingerprints Endowed 

Scholarship Fund to more than $130,000 . 

The return on the fund's investment will 

provide financial assistance to needy and 

qualified students at AUB. 

All class 2003 donors were invited to a 

reception at Marquand House, hosted by 

President john Waterbury on june 30, to 

celebrate the success of the program in its 

second year. The increase in student par

ticipation this year bodes well for the 

future; the hope is that more and more 

"fingerprints" will endorse this historical 

tradition of giving at AUB. 

Bliss Society Events in 
North America 
In spring 2003, members of AUB's premier 

giving circle, the Daniel Bliss Society, were 

recognized for their support of the 

University at receptions in Houston, 

Washington, DC, and New York City. 

Members of the society are friends and 

alumni of the University who have donat

ed $1,000 or more to AUB. 

In Houston, 20 society members attended 

a reception at the Sheraton Suites Hotel on 

May 10, which featured a special update 

on AUB from the New York office Director 

of Development Nimr Ibrahim and 

Associate Director of Development - Major 

Gifts Rima Zaitoon . 

Houston Bliss Society members gather in May 

In Washington , DC, AUB Dean of the 

Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

Nuhad Daghir greeted the gathering of 

approximately 50 Bliss Society members at 

the Park Hyatt Washington Hotel on May 

21, where he gave a presentation on the 

latest developments at AUB and on the 

University's Campus Master Plan. Among 

the attendees were the former president of 

the DC Chapter, Hikmat Nasr, who intro

duced Dagher and the chapter's new 

president, Michael Maalouf. 

Bl iss Society Chairman David Dodge (,fa r right) adresses 
Bliss members at a june reception in New York 

In New York City, on June 20, Bliss Society 

members enjoyed meeting with AUB 

President john Waterbury at the River 

Club. President Waterbury thanked the 

members for their past and current sup

port and urged them to visit the campus to ' 

see the fruit of their contributions. The 

society's chairperson, David Dodge, who 

was on hand to meet the members, warmly 

praised the leadership of President 

Waterbury and acknowledged his great 

vision for the University. Among those 

attending the reception was Alice 

Studebaker, daughter of the late 

Huntington Bliss , who was honorary chair

person of the Daniel Bliss Society. 

Marriage of AUB 
President John 
Waterbury 
john Waterbury and Sarah Porter Thayer 

wed on Saturday, july 12 in Cambridge , 

Massachusets in the presence of close fam

ily. Dr. and Mrs. Waterbury will reside on 

the AUB campus at Marquand House and 

in Princeton, New jersey. 
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campaign update 

Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Endows a New 
Center for American Studies and Research 

A 
UB's Campaign for Excellence, 

which is less than a year old, 

recently received a major boost 

when Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Abdulaziz 

Alsaud of Saudi Arabia made a $5.2 million gift 

to establish a Center for American Studies and 

Research (CASAR) at the University. The gift was 

announced on june 4 at the Movenpick Hotel in 

Beirut, where Prince Alwaleed and AUB President 

John Waterbury signed the memorandum of 

understanding establishing the center, which will 

be a focal point for activities at AUB to increase 

knowledge and understanding of the United 

States in the Middle East. 

The prince presented President Waterbury with 

two checks, one for $5 million and another for 

$238,000----the first to be used to establish an 

endowment fund to support the centers ongoing 

operations, and the second to be used as seed 

money to set up the center. 

ln announcing the gift, Prince Alwaleed spoke 

eloquendy of his "affection and esteem for AUB 

and for the role it has played in the development 

of the Middle East." He paid tribute to the 

University's founding fathers and their dedication 

to "assist individuals in their search for self-dis

covery, to instill a sense of mutual respect and 

tolerance within a community; and to sharpen the 

notion of civic responsibility." These themes 

echoed recent statements by President Waterbury 

who, when launching AUBs five-year $140-rnil

lion campaign, highlighted the significant role 

that AUB has played-and continues to play

"in spreading the values of tolerance and mutual 

respect that are central to the mission and charac

ter of the University." Although those values have 

always been worthy goals, he said, they have 

never been more important than they are today. 
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Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal (right) announcing his gift to 
endow CASAR at a press conference with President john 
Waterbwy Oej!) 

Prince Alwaleed, in commenting on the timeli

ness of the gift, expressed his hope that the 

center will deepen Arab understanding of the 

United States, as well as "bridge the gap that 

emerged between the United States and the 

Arab World on the heels of the tragic events of 

September ll ." It is clear that the prince 

believes the center- and the similar one he 

recendy established at the American University 

in Cairo-will play an effective role in accom

plishing that aim. There is critical need in the 

Arab world, he said, for continuous and sys

tematic study of American history. civil society, 

governmental institutions, law, politics, eco

nomics, political parties, and interest 

groups--more so now than ever before. He 

contrasted the "tireless study and investigation 

of virtually every facet of Arab life" by AUBs 

founders with the absence today in Middle 

Eastern universities of "viable centers" devoted 

to the study of other peoples and cultures. 

Professor David Koistinen, who teaches courses 

on American history in AUBs Department of 

History and Archaeology, agrees that there is a 

need for-and an interest in-this type of pro

gram at AUB. He says that he has noticed 

among his students a real hunger for courses on 

American history and society. Although many 

AUB students are familiar with the United 

States and many aspects of American culture, 

they often lack a sophisticated understanding of 

the nuances of American politics and society. 

Prince Alwaleed, in his statement, spoke of the 

"glib and sweeping generalizations that one 

constandy hears about the United States, very 

often from people who should know better." 

Although planning for the new center is still at 

a very early stage, Provost Peter Heath reports 

that Prince Alwaleeds gift will make it possible 

for AUB to recruit faculty with expenise in a 

number of disciplines, including American for

eign policy and domestic politics, as well as 

American literature and popular American cul

ture (film, media, etc.). 

In accepting the gift, President Waterbury 

spoke of AUBs historic mission to be "a bridge 

of understanding between the Middle East and 

the United States. The center will foster teach

ing, research, and conferences focused on the 

dynamics of American history, society, and poli

tics." He noted that Prince Alwaleeds 

thoughtful and generous gift would enable AUB 

to build a program that will be unique in the 

region. The president, who has spoken of the 

importance of AUBs regional mission on a 

number of occasions, said that the center will 

"allow us to forge links with other educational 

institutions in the region and in the United 

States." 

For many years, AUB has attracted Americans 

who were interested in learning more about the 

Middle East. One can imagine a time in the not 

too distant future when AUB will become a 

magnet for those in the region who are interest

ed in learning more about the United 

States. 



AUB ALUMNI AND FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO JOIN IN THE FESTIVITIES 
AT AANA'S 11TH BIANNUAL CONVENTION. THE PROGRAM WILL FEATURE: 

• A Gala Dinner 

• A Luncheon with keynote speaker Dr. Rima Khalaf Hunaidi, Assistant Administrator 
and Regional Director, Regional Bureau for Arab States, UNDP 

• Educational panels with distinguished speakers including Mr. Graham Fuller, 
The Brookings Institution; HE Khaled Toukan, Minister of Education, Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan; and Dr. M. Ali Fekrat, Professor, McDonough School of Business, 
Georgetown University. 

• MD Class Reunions Breakfast 

• Festive receptions 

• Updates on AUB from the President and Deans 

• And more! 

The AANA convention provides a great opportunity to catch up with old friends and 
to get to know the AUBite community in North America. There are several registration 
packages-but to get the full AUB alumni experience sign up for the whole weekend! 

FULL REGISTRATION PACKAGE 
includes the Friday reception , panels, 
MD Class Reunions Breakfast, 
Saturday and Sunday continental breakfasts, 
AANA General Assembly, and Gala Dinner. 

Gala Dinner at the Waldorf Astoria sat, Nov 22 

MD Class Reunions Breakfast Sat, Nov 22 

CONVENTION PACKAGE 
(Includes all events except Gala) 

Adults$ 500 

$500 

$ 30 

$250 

TO REGISTER, CALL 212.583.7613 OR E-MAIL aubaana@aub.edu 



A New Era of Business Education at AUB 

The Suliinan 5. Olayan 
School of Business 

On June 20 the AUB Board of Trustees unanimously passed a resolution to 
name the University's business school in honor of former trustee, close friend, 
and ardent supporter Suliman S. Olayan. It is a tribute not only to Mr. Olayan's 
accomplished international career but also to his vision and integrity. Lynn 
Mahoney takes a look at how the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business 
promises to transform business education throughout the region. 

I 
n the arena of international business, alliances occur almost 

daily and yield significant benefit for both parties involved. 

In june a landmark alliance was forged at AUB when the 

University announced that it was naming its business school in 

honor of former trustee and cherished friend, the late Suliman 

S. Olayan, founder of The Olayan Group. The association 

promises to transform business education throughout the 

region. 

In commenting on the honor bestowed upon his friend and col

league, Board of Trustees Chairman Richard A. Debs said: 

"During the course of his career, Suliman Olayan earned a repu

tation not only as one of the world's most astute and highly 

trusted private investors, but also as an effective bridge between 

cultures and economies ... He was a towering figure in the inter

national business world who built his empire in the old 

fashioned way-with hard work, vision, and unimpeachable 

integrity His children, equally imbued with the same values, 

have built upon his extraordinary success." 

The board of directors of The Olayan Group welcomed the deci

sion. "Though he had no formal education of his own, my father 
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had an insatiable love for learning throughout his ~ntire life. He was 

a great promoter of education, not only for his children but for the 

wider world as well, and he was a great admirer and friend of AUB," 

remarked Khaled Olayan, Mr. Olayans son and chairman of The 

Olayan Group. "We are very proud of this designation by one of the 

regions great universities, which has provided progressive education 

to successive generations of students from the Middle East and 

beyond. This honors both my fathers memory and the institution 

for which he cared so deeply" 

Building Bridges Between East and 
West Over a Lifetime: Suliman S. 
Olayan 
Suliman S. Olayan was born in 1918 in 'Unayzah, Saudi Arabia. 

In 194 7 he launched the modest enterprise that later grew into 

The Olayan Group--a simple trucking company in Saudi Arabia's 

Eastern Province. 

His small business grew quickly, and by the 1950s Mr. Olayan had 

already caught the attention of professionals in the region-includ

ing a professor of business at AUB, Richard Farmer. At the 

University's International Advisory Council Symposium in june 



2000, Mr. Olayan's daughter Hutham, an AUB alumnus and 

trustee, talked about that first Olayan- AUB "connection." She 

explained that Professor Farmer wrote a case study on Mr. Olayan 

for the 1959 spring issue of Business History Review, published by 

Harvard University The article, which was entitled, "Local 

Entrepreneurship in Saudi Arabia," had noted that 'Unayzah had 

seen better days financially and that Mr. Olayans chances for pros

perity were not great. Quoting from the article, Ms. Olayan said: 

"Olayan can realistically consider operating in competition with 

other Arabs in any country in the region. He has learned enough 

to be competitive, if not over competitive, with any firm in sections 

of the Arab world considered more advanced, such as Lebanon, 

Egypt, or Iraq. He is astute enough to do well in the United States 

if he tried, since he has one asset which not all Americans pos

sess-the ability to learn new tricks. In large part, this explains his 

considerable success." 

Mr. Olayan indeed "learned new tricks" and went on to fabulous 

business success not only in the Middle East but also throughout 

the world. His career spanned 55 years, until his death on July 4, 

2002. Throughout those decades, Suliman S. Olayan served with 

high distinction as an entrepreneur, investor, and philanthropist. 

His operations expanded from Saudi Arabia into the Middle East, 

and eventually to the United States and Europe. Under his brilliant 

leadership, The Olayan Group became a leading diversified enter-

Dean NaJjar speaking at the business commencement 

prise in Saudi Arabia and a major participant in the field of global 

investing. 

Mr. Olayans wife, Mary, and their children are all involved in The 

Olayan Group. Khaled succeeded his father as the group's chairman, 

and his daughters also hold high positions of leadership: Hutham is 

president and CEO of Olayan America Corporation; Hayat, also an 

AUB alumnus, is an advisor to the Group's Board of Directors; and 

Lubna is CEO of the 0\ayan Financing Company, which is responsi

ble for all of the Groups businesses and investments in Saudi Arabia 

and the Middle East. 

Throughout his life, Suliman S. Olayans interests extended well 

beyond business to international affairs, economics, education, medi

cine, and science. At home and abroad, he earned recognition for his 

tireless efforts on behalf of his company, his community, and his 

country, as well as in the development of international relations. 

Among the international honors he received were Knight 

Commander of the British Empire (KBE), the Royal Order of the 

Polar Star from Sweden, and the Order of Merit from Spain. 

AUB always remained a special Olayan interest. In 1980 The Olayan 

Group established the Suliman S. Olayan Endowed Scholarship, 

which since its inception has provided financial aid for 80 needy stu

dents. Following the bombing of College Hall in 1991, The Olayan 

Hutham Olayan addresses the ceremony. On her right are Chairman Debs, and Trustees 
Ghandour, Shai r, jabre, and Chartouni 
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AUB Chairman of the Board of Trustees Richard A. Debs 

Group constructed a fountain in the courtyard area between the newly 

rebuilt College Hall and the Jafet Memorial library-a beautiful campus 

landmark that brings tranquility to a bustling spot. Funher testimony of 

Mr. Olayan5 firm belief in the high quality of an AUB education is that 

The Olayan Group has hired many AUB graduates to staff its offices 

throughout the world. 

AUB honored Mr. Olayan with a University Medal for his long-standing 

suppon of higher education at its International Advisory Council 

Symposium held in New York in 2000. Modesdy accepting the award, 

Mr. Olayan said, "I have been associated with AUB for 50 years, six of 

them as a trustee. AUB has educated generations of young people of the 

Middle East, including many from Saudi Arabia. I'm proud that two of 

my daughters are graduates of AUB, Hutham and Hayat. And Hutham is 

now an AUB trustee. I want to thank you for this special honor, and I 

want to thank everyone here for supponing AUB." 

At the 2003 Suliman S. Olayan School of Business commencement 

exercises, Hutham Olayan shared some reflections on her father with 

the new graduates, "I wish you had known Suliman Olayan. Every 

encounter with him was a lesson. He taught by quiet example. He 

taught his children and employees to be modest, thrifty, and humble. 

He had no patience for big egos, only for developing the true self. He 

taught us to respect individual differences. He never made any distinc

tion at all on the basis of race, religion, nationality, or gender. These 

things were simply irrelevant. For him, only character mattered." 
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Shaping the Vision of Business 
Education at AUB 
At AUB's 2003 commencement ceremonies, Dean George Najjar 

of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business proclaimed: "This is 

no ordinary event and no customary commencement. Even 

though it may appear so, it is nonetheless the dawn of the 

Suliman S. Olayan School of Business as the first named faculty 

at AUB, and indeed in the entire region." 

Business education, which has been offered at AUB since 1900, 

has operated under various names and faculties. Most recently, 

the program was housed within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. 

However, in 2000 the University moved the program into its 

own separate faculty to make way for the introduction of a cut

ting-edge curricqlum based on the leading US and European 

business programs. Najjar explained, "We looked at three things 

in establishing the new business faculty. First, we revisited our 

mission and strategic objectives, then we examined our internal 

organizational structure, and we concentrated on overhauling the 

old curriculum and replacing it with a new, dynamic one." 

It was determined that AUB's business education program would 

not only be the best in the Middle East; it would aim at becoming 

the finest in the region between Europe and the Far East. By 

adopting some of the latest in teaching and research methods, the 

new business school would seek to be on par with any business 

school in the United States while also holding significant rele

vance for the region. An essential part of the effort was updating 

the curriculum, which had been in place for the last 20 years. 

To undertake that important task, a committee was quickly 

formed, composed of a selection of the University's full-time fac

ulty members and leading professors from top business schools 

in the United States. Their job was to make a benchmark investi

gation into the best practices in business education worldwide 

and come up with a new custom-built business curriculum for 

AUB. The committee also had access to top executives in inter

national corporations, such as Citibank, Unilever, and Merrill 

Lynch. "The result was that we produced a program that is gener

ally recognized as the most advanced in the Middle East-even 

by United States standards-because we were able to leapfrog to 

the top. So much so, that we earned very interesting accolades 

from people like the dean of the Sloan School of Management at 

MIT, and senior professors from Harvard, Arizona, and 

Georgetown, to name a few, " Najjar noted with pride. 



With entrepreneurial spirit, AUB moved fast to staff its new business 

school-increasing its faculty from ll full-time members to 32 by 

2003. Najjar emphasized that the numbers are not what is most 

important; it is the new teaching approach that should be noted. 

"We are now student-centered and team-based," he said. The BBA 

and MBA programs were restructured to merge courses and themes, 

as is the standard in US business schools. "The story would not be 

complete though if I did not mention the substantial upgrade in 

information technology," Najjar added, "and we are now starting to 

experiment with some web courses." A commitment to student 

services has been made as well. On the ground floor of the present 

business school building, a student services center has been estab

lished to assist with job placement. 

A Mission of Excellence: Suliman S. 
Olayan School of Business 
The mission of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business is elo

quently straightforward: to prepare future regional business leaders 

Suliman S. Olayan School of Business Dean George Najjar with AUB Trustee Hutham 
Olayan 

through the provision of world-class undergraduate and graduate 

education within a vibrant learning environment conducive to the 

pursuit of excellence. To carry out this mission, the school is com

mitted to offering students not only a full complement of courses 

on business practices but also to ensuring that they receive a 

broad -based liberal arts education that promotes critical thinlcing 

and a zeal for life-long learning and ethics. 

The Suliman S. Olayan School of Business offers BBA and MBA 

degree programs, and plans are currently under way for the 

Executive MBA program. Najjar points out that of the majors 

offered, finance, management, and marketing are the most 

popular. Students are able to take advantage of a number of 

lectures and workshops given by visiting professors from top 

US business institutions as well as by regional business leaders. 

It's no wonder that students are flocking to the Suliman S. 

Olayan School of Business. As of the last count, the school had 

1,267 students enrolled for the 2003-04 academic year. 

After spending three years building its new business education 

program, the University felt that its new sixth faculty had 

reached a level of success and achievement that made it wor

thy to carry the name of Suliman S. Olayan. The Olayan 

family and group welcomed the resolution. "The University is 

deeply honored to have the name Suliman S. Olayan attached 

to the school which aims to be without equal in the Eastern 

Mediterranean and the Arab world," said AUB President john 

Waterbury in making the announcement. 

It is a tremendous honor for AUB and the business school. 

"Having the Olayan name associated with the school of busi

ness at AUB denotes trust as well as regionality," explained 

Najjar. "The Olayan family with its impeccable global name 

and record has cast AUB as an institution worthy of its name ... 

and that is both a tremendous opportunity and responsibility 

for AUB. We must live up to it. " 

AUB fully intends that the Suliman S. Olayan School of 

Business will live up to the Olayan name. The path ahead is 

exciting, full of upcoming projects and plans. Topping the list 

is construction of the new building that will house the school 

along the Corniche (see page 17 for details). Meanwhile, as the 

school's programs continue to evolve with the latest trends in 

business education, the Olayan family will definitely stay 

attuned to its progress. What with Hutham Olayan serving as 
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an AUB trustee and Khaled Olayan sitting on the Suliman S. 

Olayan School of Business International Board of Overseers. 

The future looks promising for the Suliman S. Olayan School of 

Business, as more and more of its graduates go on to redefine 

business education in the region. Hutham Olayan imparted excel

lent advice to this year's young graduates when she addressed 

them at the school's commencement ceremonies. She stressed that 

as they make their way through life, whether on the professional 

or personal level, they should always remember the one asset they 

possess that is more important than any diploma-an asset that 

can be squandered or damaged if it is not invested wisely "I am 

referring to simply this-your name," she declared. "A name is 

much more than just a label or something inherited from your 

parents. A name stands for everything about an individual, a 

business, or an organization. It stands for the sum total of who 

you are, what you do, and the manner in which you do it. Name 

equals brand. Name equals reputation." 

Ms. Olayan continued, "With our names now JOined, we cannot 

afford to let this business school be anything less than the best in 

the Middle East and among the very best in the world. That is 

precisely the vision of President Waterbury, Dean Najjar, and the 

AUB trustees. I have no doubt we will succeed. The school may be 

young, but it is already highly accomplished. The students 

before us are living testimony to that remarkable fact. " 

Trustees Sana Sabbagh Oejt) and Hutham Olayan (right) with President john Waterbury 
at Marquand House 
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ional' 1 rchitectural competition for the design of 
I 

,i"Jan S. Olayan School of Business. 

Of the 2 7 firms that responded to the initial announcement, six were 

invited to travel to AUB at the end of May and present their designs 

for the future home of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business. 

The six firms included three from the United States (Charles Rose 

Architects, Machado and Silvetti Associates, and Vincent james 

Associates Architects), two European entries (Ateliers LION 

Architectes Urbanistes and Jeremy Dixon/Edward jones), and one 

joint venture (Shigeru Ban Architects with lACECO/Bemard Khoury 

of Lebanon). It is interesting to note that a number of the firms that 

entered the first competition, but weren't chosen, were eager to par

ticipate a second time. Ateliers LION and lACECO/Bemard Khoury, 

both finalists this time, were also among the finalists in October 

2002. And Shigeru Ban, who had been a member of the selection 

The architectural rendering for the planned Suliman S. Olayan School of Business shows a 
nighttime view of the Corniche (Courtesy of Machado and Silvetti Associates. Inc.) 

An aerial view of the winning design for the new Suliman S. Olayan School of Business 
(Courtesy of Machado and Silveui Associates, Inc.) 

jury for the student center project, teamed up this year with lACE

CO/Bernard Khoury to submit a design. 

The seven-member jury for this competition included representa

tives from AUB (President John Waterbury and Professor Howayda 

Al-Harithy) and prominent architects and urban planners from 

Lebanon, Europe, Asia, and the United States. The other five jurists 

were: Professor Max Fordham (Max Fordham LLP, London, United 

Kingdom), Simone Kosremelli, architect and urban planner (Beirut, 

Lebanon), Mr. Jimmy C.S. Lim, (CSL Associates, Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia), Professor Hashim Sarkis (Harvard University), and Mr. 

Wilfried Wang (University of Texas at Austin and architect, Berlin, 

Germany). 
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ln evaluating the design submissions, the jury was guided by six cri

teria: responsiveness to the site and urban conditions/context; the 

new image of AUB from the Corniche; architectural distinction with 

respect to interior and exterior spaces; responsiveness to the program 

of the new Suliman S. Olayan School of Business; responsiveness to 

environmental concerns; and feasibility with respect to construction, 

cost, and operations. 

Although the academic program requirements of the business school 

imposed a cenain limitation on the range of options that the firms 

could present, they nonetheless did offer contrasting architectural 

design concepts. For example, Ateliers LION, which titled its pres

entation "A Building in a Garden," envisioned the school as three 

aluminum-sheathed structures enclosing a patio filled with lush vege

tation. Each of the buildings would provide separate facilities for the 

schools three divisions-its undergraduate business program, its 

MBA program, and its administrative offices. 

The joint design of Shigeru Ban and lACECO/Bernard Khoury 

evoked the feel of an atrium. lt included a good amount of greenery, 

broken up by many small staircases that led to a number of small 

buildings. Jeremy Dixon/Edward Jones, on the other hand, present

ed a design that projected the image of a more unified structure. The 

single building, which was four stories high and afforded a mar

velous view of the sea, was fronted by a central courtyard and 

surrounding terraces. 

The Charles Rose entry consisted of two distinct buildings linked by 

a second-floor bridge. The facades of the buildings were designed to 

be transparent along the Corniche side so that they would, in the 

words of the architect, "stand out as large lanterns at night." Vincent 

James Associates, which last year had submitted the winning design 

for the Hostler Student Center, envisioned the business school as 

three separate structures organized around a landscaped plaza and 

linked by a bridge. A special feature of the design was a rooftop ter-
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A perspective of the courtyard from the architectural renderings for the new Suliman S. 
Olayan School of Business (Courlesy of Machado and Silvetci Associates, Inc.) 

race situated above the bridge-which one could imagine becoming 

a popular common area for the schools students and faculty. 

ln the end, after studied deliberation, the jury chose Machado and 

Silvetti Associates as the winner-a firm that is decidedly familiar 

with the AUB campus through its collaboration with Sasaki 

Associates in the development of the Universitys Campus Master 

Plan. Their architectural concept for the new School of Business is 

based on one L-shaped four-story building enclosing four architec

tural elements that are traversed by paths grouped around a 

triangular open counyard. The large green space will provide for the 

development of a new "Campus Oval" extending from the school to 

the Durrafourd West building on the Corniche that AUB acquired a 

few years ago. 

Many of the people involved in the competition process strongly felt 

that the design for the new business school should be architecturally 

impressive and at the same time be in harmony with the unusual 

character of the campus and the diversity of AUBs students. George 

Naljar, dean of the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business, echoed this 

thought by noting, 'The winning design provides a distinct identity 

for the new school, but at the same time it blends in with 

and shares in the life of the wider campus." 

i 
An architectural renderingfrom the winning design of the new Suliman S. Olayan School of 
Business (Courtesy of Machado and Silvetti Associates, Inc .) 





Close your eyes and imagine that MainGate has reserved a chair for you on 

the Green Field ... imagine more than 1,300 AUB graduates in ceremonial cap 

and gown, standing at the proud pinnacle of their student experience ... 

imagine the joy and splendor of it all. 

G 
raduation day at the American 

University of Beirut this year was 

memorably unique in more ways 

than one. 

For the first time since 1969, the University 

resumed its proud tradition of awarding hon

orary degrees-and for the very first time, a 

woman became the recipient of one of those 

degrees (see related story on page 25). 

For the first time, 

the new Suliman S. 

Olayan School of 

Business officiated 

in awarding BBA 

and MBA degrees to 

graduating students 

of business. 

And in the most 

unprecedented first 

of all, the grand 

communal ceremo-

ny, which was held 

on the Green Field 

and acted as the 

clarion call of commencement, was followed 

by the more intimate graduation exercises that 

were held by AUBs different faculties in sepa

rate locations throughout the campus. 

But it all began on the Green Field on lower 

campus. There, on the late afternoon of june 

28, 2003, 1,329 young men and women were 
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seated in pride of place, eagerly waiting for the 

traditional pageantry of AUBs 134th com

mencement exercises to begin. Seated before 

them on the dais of officialdom next to AUB 

President john Waterbury were all the key dig

nitaries of the university community, among 

them AUB Board of Trustees Chairman Richard 

A. Debs and nine board members, as well as 

representatives of the Lebanese government 

and three of the AUB honorary degree recipi

ents. 

for Medicine, and peach for the School of 

Nursing. On stage, ones eye was first caught 

by the distinctive designs and colors of the 

Lebanese and AUB flags imperceptibly waving 

in the soft breeze, and by the rainbow mix of 

the different faculty emblems that looked like a 

line of mini-flags. Against this backdrop stood a 

splendid medieval array of flowing gowns and 

hoods and caps, their rich colors deepened by 

the late afternoon sun. There they were, robed 

in the colors of their alma maters: the president 

in Columbia blue, 

the provost in 

Harvard red, the 

Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine in med

ical dark green, the 

AUB PhDs in royal 

blue, and the hon

orary degree 

recipients in white, 

red, and black. 

From left: Chairman Debs, Trustees Ghandour. Bustany, Sharaf, Olayan, Aidi, Sabbagh, Mashnouk, 
Chartouni, Masri, and jabre 

In his address of 

welcome and felicita

tion to the graduates, 

The colorful scarves (called "hoods" by the ini

tiated) that were draped over the shoulders of 

the graduating students identified the different 

faculties they belonged to: yellow for 

Agricultural and Food Sciences, red and white 

for Arts and Sciences, copper brown for 

Business, orange for Engineering and 

Architecture, white for Health Sciences, green 

President Waterbury 

sounded a note often repeated these days: hope 

remains, he promised, despite the grim times, 

uncertain economy, and destabilizing regional 

events. "Two thousand zero three," he said. "A 

year this region and the world will remember 

for a long time . . . It is a tough year in which to 

build ones future. It is a tough year in which 

to run a university" Speaking first in Arabic, 



then in English, 

before introducing 

the honorary degree 

recipients and the 

commencement 

speaker, he conclud

ed his address with 

these words of 

assurance: "One 

thing is certain. 

AUB will live 

through this difficult 

period as it has lived through other such times 

throughout its 137 years. It will continue to 

provide the finest education available in the 

Middle East." 

Next to step up to the lectern was the keynote 

speaker, AUB trustee and alumnus Kamal Shair. 

The founder of Dar al Handasah, the interna

tionally known architectural and engineering 

firm, Dr. Shair served as a member of the 

Jordanian Senate for 12 years (1989-2001), was 

· chairman of the board of the Palestine 

Development and Investment Company from 

1994 to 1998, and is a member of the Board of 

Advisers to the World Bank. 

Greeted by the audience with a deservedly 

enthusiastic round of applause, Dr. Shair began 

by welcoming the graduates into today:S world 

of limitless opportunities and challenges and 

commenting on the importance of their multi

faceted experience at AUB in preparing them 

for what lay ahead. He then evoked the his

toric scholarly and intellectual preeminence of 

Arab civilization and culture, reminding the 

graduates to take pride in that heritage. But he 

warned that in recent decades progress in the 

Arab world has been shackled by the authori

tarian regimes that suppress freedom of 

thought and expression and cripple the critical 

enquiry that fires individual creative endeavor. 

Trustee Kamal A. Shair addresses the Oass of 2003 

He urged the graduates to be at the forefront of 

the assault against all such suppression. 

ln conclusion, Dr. Shair said: "The core cause 

of the Arab decline from a position of leader

ship in the progressive advance of the civilized 

world has been the progressive erosion of the 

value Arab society has always placed on the 

role of the mind and its faculties of rational and 

critical analysis." He admonished the gradu

ates: "You now assume the responsibility of 

participating in the restoration of that role and 

in illuminating the passage along which future 

generations in this region will be able to flour

ish as liberated citizens." 

Valedictorian Melham Hamdan, an MBA gradu

ate, also spoke of the "highly volatile" situation 

in the region and expressed sorrow for a "gen

eration forced to move abroad to forge 

successful careers elsewhere." lauding the 

AUB emphasis on "the values of equality and 

justice," he pointed out nonetheless that "this 

sense of fairness is not being practiced by the 

United States in the Arab-Israeli conflict." He 

praised AUB:s recent establishment of the 

Center for American Studies and Research as a 

major initiative that would lead toward the 

building of "bridges between people of different 

cultures." He ended his address on an inspira

tional note: "life is a triumph for those who are 

strong in mind." 

Following the formal 

speeches and a 

musical interlude by 

the AUB Choir, the 

individual deans pre

sented their 

candidates for 

degrees. A sponta

neous display of 

enthusiasm greeted 

President Waterbury's announcement of the 

conferral of degrees and the Penrose Award 

recipients, after which the graduates joyously 

sailed their mortarboards high into the air amid 

general shouting and applause. The singing of 

the AUB alma mater and the solemn recession

al of dignitaries brought the communal 

ceremony to a close. Then all those involved

graduates accompanied by family and friends, 

university dignitaries, and faculty deans

moved on to attend the separate graduation 

exercises that followed. 

The individual faculty awarding of degrees this 

year added a personal touch that had always 

been lacking in the lengthy and much criticized 

commencement ceremonies of previous years. 

Professor Marjorie Henningson of the 

Department of Education, in a critical com

ment about past graduations, remarked: "Last 

year was horrible. Not only were the four to 

five long hours of sitting on hard chairs impos

sible, but at the end the president was 

addressing a sea of empty plastic chairs." This 

year, at the separate ceremony of the Faculty of 

Arts and Sciences, "the excitement and enthusi

asm of the students made it fun to be there. 

They stood on their chairs; they did 'the Wave'; 

they cheered one another and the Penrose 

Award winners with a great outpouring of 

group spirit." As you can tell, the Faculty of 
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Arts and Sciences graduation exercises proceed

ed in an informal and friendly atmosphere. ln 

welcoming the assembled graduates and their 

guests, Dean Khalil Bitar said: 'The faculty 

measures its success by the values its graduates 

will maintain in their daily life, by their profes

sional achievements, and primarily by how 

diligently they strive to serve their societies." 

Henningson praised the efficient organization 

and personalized character of this years cere

monies. "It was all a lot more personal and a lot 

more meaningful. Sitting in the front row; we 

could greet our own students as they received 

their diplomas." 

At the graduation exercises of the newly named 

Suliman S. Olayan School of Business, which 

took place on the upper campus Green Oval in 

front of Fisk Hall, the platform was full of top

level university officials. President Waterbury, 

Board of Trustees Chairman Richard Debs, and 

Trustees Nabil Chanouni, Ali Ghandour, Fouad 

Jahre, and Kamal Shair were there to hear 

Trustee Hutham Olayans address in honor of 

the first class to graduate from the school 

recently named after her father. 

Hutham Olayan, president of Olayan America 

Corporation and director of The Olayan Group, 

sustained the marvelous mood of the evening 

with a warm, animated speech. Expressing 

regret for having missed her own AUB gradua

tion ceremony, cancelled in 1975 because of the 

outbreak of the civil war, she happily exclaimed: 

"Now, here I am, finally experiencing for myself 

all the excitement and joy of an AUB com

mencement. You can't imagine how wonderful 

it is." She urged the new graduates to honor 

their names and value their degrees, and to fol

low the principles of her father: modesty, thrift, 

humility, and reverence for character. Calling 

the students "budding entrepreneurs," she 

described entrepreneurs as self-confident and 
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optimistic pioneers, willing "to take calculated 

risks" and to see everything, even misfortune, 

"as an opponunity." 

Special recognition was bestowed upon several 

current and former faculty members of the busi

ness school. Nimr Eid, "in recognition of four 

decades of dedicated service," was awarded a 

Distinguished Colleague Award; Professor 

Emeritus Emile Ghattas, in recognition of 

"exemplary service and dedication," was pre

sented with a Founding Mentor Award; and 

Aziz Marmoura, in "recognition of long years of 

dedicated service," received a Meritorious 

Service Award. A special Mentor Award was 

presented to Trustee Olayan on the occasion of 

her address to the graduating class of 2003. 

Friends and family on the Green Oval, their 

arms full of flowers and brightly wrapped gifts, 

awaited the final awarding of degrees with per

ceptible impatience. The giant TV screens that 

had been set up at each side of the podium gave 

parents a close-up view of their children's faces 

as they were handed their degrees by Associate 

Dean Said Elfakhani and received the traditional 

handshake from Dean George Naijar. 

Already Missing AUB Campus 

On graduating, BBA student Sherine Abdel 

Rassoul said that, most of all, she would miss 

the AUB campus. "Every comer of the cam

pus is beautiful, with its own cats, trees, and 

memories . . .. lts always a place that entertains 

you when you are bored, calms you when 

you are angry, quiets you when you need to 

study; its loud if you want to socialize, entic

ing if you're looking for an intellectual 

conversation. You have everything on AUB 

campus. 1 just love it!" 

Abdel Rassoul hopes to put her business 

skills to use in furthering the social develop

ment of Egypt, her homeland. 

The Philip Hitti Prize , consisting of $200 

in the form of books awarded to the stu

dent who best "exemplifies in his or her 

academic career the scholarly spirit of the 

University," was awarded to two students, 

Soha El Achi and Khaled Moussawi, while 

Layal Ammar received the $500 Nadim 

Khalaf Prize for the best performance in 

economics courses. The Ibrahim 

Muhanna Award of Excellence went to 

two senior mathematics students, Rayya 

Younes and Franc;;ois Noujaim, "judged to 

be the most deserving from the point of 

view of academic excellence." 

A Great job 

Excited parents strained to catch a glimpse 

of their graduating son or daughter. Mrs. 

Eva Mougaes, sitting on the top row of the 

Green Field bleachers, searched the lines of 

graduates for her son, Elie Albert Mougaes, 

who was receiving his MS in physics. "He 

will be doing his PhD in Nottingham 

University next year," she proudly said. The 

Libyan father of Huda Tayseer el Treky, who 

was receiving her BA in political studies, 

exclaimed. "AUB did a great job! My 

daughter really developed her personality at 

AUB." 

Just a few hundred yards away, the fac

ulty members of the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Food Sciences were fol

lowing the marshals in procession to the 

podium that had been set up in 

Agriculture Square, the tree-bordered 

area framed by the chemistry, agricul

ture, and physics buildings. ln 

addressing the graduating students, 

Dean Nuhad Daghir praised not only 

their commendable efforts in obtaining 



their degrees, but also the faculty mem

bers and parents who made it all 

possible. "Your education at AUB is one 

possession you are sure to keep for life," 

Dean Daghir said, but he went on to 

caution the graduates that only 50 per

cent of what they had learned would 

"continue to hold true. To stay in the 

game, you will have to keep on learning 

for the rest of your lives." 

Expanding on the personal character of 

the graduation exercises, individual fac

ulty coordinators awarded the four 

different BS degrees that are offered by 

the faculty: agriculture, landscape design 

and eco-management, nutrition and 

dietetics, and food science and manage

ment. 

As for awards, winner of the Penrose 

Award was Zaina Maalouf, who not only 

graduated with high distinction, but also 

won a Sutherland Award for academic 

excellence. Exceptionally this year, 

Class of 2003 

three graduating students received 

Sutherland Awards, which carry a cash 

prize of $500 each; they were: Hala 

Dakhil, Amer Najm, and Sandra Yanni. 

And Mana! Cassab won the Edgecombe 

Award as an outstanding agriculture stu

dent. 

A short distance up the hill toward 

upper campus, the Faculty of 

Engineering and Architecture was hold

ing its individual commencement 

exercises under the bright lights of the 

Nadim Khalaf Tennis Courts . Following 

the processional and the entry of the 

students, Dean Ibrahim Hajj described 

the faculty's role in shaping the almost 

300 graduates in architecture and engi

neering: "Our mission has been to equip 

you with the qualities and knowledge 

that will allow you to make intelligent 

choices and wise decisions, to excel in 

your profession, to be life-long learners, 

to become leaders, to be honest with 

yourselves and others, and to follow eth-

ical standards in your lives and your work." 

In a typical show of exuberance, archi

tecture and graphic design students 

released orange balloons into the 

evening sky. 

In addition to the Penrose Award and 

two Distinguished Graduate Awards 

bestowed on graduates, a number of 

other prizes were presented to current 

undergraduates for their noteworthy 

projects in architecture and other cre

ative fields. The winning projects 

included: a solar air collector system, 

digital image motion detection, mobile 

positioning systems, a new Raouche 

shopping center, soil nailing, human face 

detection, and a powered cart for dis

abled children. 

Graduating senior Chafic Nassif, a com

puter and communications engineering 

major, said his most valuable academic 

experience at AUB was the way the stu

dents learned how to work as a team. 

He found his involvement in the campus 

newspaper, Outlook, and his presidency 

of the faculty 's Student Representative 

Committee most rewarding. "In Outlook 

I learned a lot and gained a lot of self

confidence and insight into society and 

how it functions. As for the SRC presi

dency, it taught me how to assume 

responsibility for large events, how to 

manage myself in official meetings, and 

how to delegate responsibility by meas

uring other people 's characters." 

In Assembly Hall on the upper campus, 

Dean Huda Zurayk was addressing the 

graduates of the Faculty of Health 

Sciences, urging them as ambassadors of 

the faculty to devote themselves to the 
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Edward Said being awarded an honorary degree in Academia from President Waterbury 

Businessman Carlos Ghosn expressed his 

delight in participating "in the revival of a 

tradition here at the American University of 

Beirut. .. such an outstanding institution." 

Hasib Sabbagh, also recognized for his 

achievements in the business world, spoke of 

the profound role AUB had played in his life, 

saying that after fleeing Palestine in 1948, he 

received two passports: the Lebanese pass

port of his adoptive country and his AUB 

"passport," a degree in civil engineering. In 

words of praise, he noted the extensive net

work of successful AUB professionals around 

the world. 

Media celebrity Helen Thomas, who is an 

American of Lebanese origin, expressed per

sonal pride in receiving an honorary degree 

from "this esteemed University" and said she 

would always cherish it as a very special trib

ute. 

All of the candidates candidly expressed their 

views on the troubled state of the world today, 

with special reference to the ongoing turbu

lent events in the Middle East region. Edward 

Said declared, "This is a terrible time to be 

both an Arab and an American. Those of us 

who are both, live in effect a standing civil 

war. We are enemies on two counts: in 

America the Arab is mostly a terrorist and a 

fanatic; and in the Arab world the American is 

an imperialist interested in world domination. 

And, to make matters worse, these two 

worlds, at their most extreme, are irreconcil

able." 

Amin Maalouf, speaking again of his forefa

thers, said they strongly believed that 

"whatever could be achieved anywhere else 

under the sun, could be achieved on this 

land, by our people ... the highest level offree

dom, the highest level of human dignity, the 

highest level of advancement in scientific 

research and economic development, as well 

as in the development of ideas." But Maalouf 

said he felt compelled to say that subsequent 

generations had not lived up to realizing the 

grand hopes of their ancestors. 

Hasib Sabbagh, whose daughter Sana spoke 

for him, described the post 9/ll era as "a 

world of malaise, a world dominated by polit

ical and cultural distortions ... a climate where 

human dignity and the value of human life is 

a non-issue." 

Thomas commented on how her career in 

journalism had allowed her to "put the spot

light on the political wrongs committed 

against helpless people, among them preemp

tive war. " And UN peace builder Lakhdar 

Brahimi, in describing his proximity to "so 

much human suffering and despair," said he 

had "seen man at very close range, at his 

worst: selfish, greedy, cowardly, and cruel. " 

Despite their unflinching criticism of the state 

of affairs in the world today, all the degree 

recipients saw great hope in the widespread 

emergence of multi-cultural identities and dia

logue among peoples. Edward Said insisted, 

'There are values, institutions, histories, and 

individuals who defy simple characterization; 

there are men and women whose personal cir

cumstances cross national and religious 

Lakhdar Brahimi described AUB as an 

"unequalled center of learning in this part of 

the world, which has produced leaders in 

every field and in every country throughout 

the region." He said that in Afghanistan he 

often sees AUB graduates who are ministers, 

professors, or businessmen, and added, "You 

will be pleased to know that they are now in 

the process of establishing an AUB alumni 

chapter in Kabul." The 2003 Honorary Degree recipients. From left: Brahimi, Thomas, Ghosn, Sabbagh, Maalouf, and Said 
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boundaries; there are ideas that travel and 

communicate with each other, despite all 

efforts to restrict them. This doesn't mean 

that all conflict and antagonism can be 

resolved or spirited away. But it does mean, 

however, that coexistence can occur without 

violence or rage, and that a decent commerce 

between all kinds of differences is made possi

ble, and indeed preferable." 

who speak different languages come together, 

linked by a common vision and a common 

destination." Hasib Sabbagh said that when 

he was building physical bridges he was 

always "inevitably building, in parallel, 

bridges of understanding between peoples of 

different religions and different political per

suasions, both in the Middle East and in the 

world at large." He especially views AUB as a 

keeper and bonded with all mankind. " 

Lakhdar Brahim, explained his creed in 

these words: "Throughout my missions, I 

have served one objective only: the promo

tion of cooperation and understanding 

between men, at times between nations 

across national borders, and at other times 

between neighbors turned enemies within 

the same country." 

Three themes dominated the acceptance speeches: praise for AUB, 
the troubled state of the world today, and commftment to the 
importance of multicultural identfties. 

After lamenting the failure of his generation to 

fulfill the dreams of their ancestors, Amin 

Maalouf, described "this whole world" as 

"going astray ... suddenly heading backwards," 

desperately needing to be "re-imagined and 

rebuilt with higher standards of global fair

ness and of global togetherness. " Maalouf 

stressed the need 

for "a deeper com

mitment to a 

common future, in 

which no human 

culture would be 

left aside." 

All six honorees 

expressed their 

faith in a world of 

multicultural iden

tities. Carlos 

Ghosn, a Brazilian 

working in Japan 

by way of Paris, 

said, "Every work

ing day is a 

crosscultural expe

rience. People with 

different beliefs 

Honorary Degree Ceremony 

uniquely positioned facilitator of "construc

tive dialogue between East and West." 

Helen Thomas expressed pride in "the rich

ness of the two cultures" in which she had 

been raised. "Some day," she said, "we will 

grow to understand that we are our brother's 

Following the ceremony the honorees met 

briefly with members of the audience outside 

Assembly Hall before proceeding to the 

reception held in Marquand House, the pres

idential residence. 

Most likely, what made the degree-awarding 

ceremony so memo

rable was the deep 

concern expressed 

by the recipients for 

our world gone 

astray, of "suddenly 

heading back

wards," combined 

with their high 

respect and deter

mined insistence on 

the healing value of 

the emerging phe

nomenon of 

multicultural identi

ties among all the 

peoples of 

the world. 
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By May Farah 

The Arts Step Out: 

The Flourishing 
Cultural Life of AUB 

The stage lights are back on, the majestic organ in Assembly HaJI has been fine-tuned, 

the choir has never sounded better, and the demand for art classes is on the rise. 

And that's not even mentioning the outstanding museum collections. May Farah finds 

that the artistic and cutturaJ scene on campus is thriving. 

A rich, cultural life has always been a hallmark of AUB--

from theater to concerts and dance, from the arts to 

museums that brim with archaeological treasures as well 

as biological and geological specimens from Lebanons 

past. Lets just simply say that creative expression and cul

tural exploration are some of the qualities that have always 

made AUB---and its students-distinctive in Lebanon and 

the region. 

The University was once home to a thriving fine arts 

department that closed in 1976 to make way for the estab

lishment of a new expanded program once "the war was 

over." But the war that everyone thought would end in a 

year went on for 15 years-and the proposed grand plan 

for an AUB multimedia fine arts complex never saw the 

light. In the years since then, however, the Civilization 

Sequence Program of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences has 

been offering courses in painting, sculpture, theater, and 
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music, with more and more students enrolling every year. 

Meanwhile, plans are moving ahead these days, not only 

to reestablish the fine arts department, but to resuscitate 

the grand plan that for more than two decades has been 

gathering dust in a forgotten drawer. The vision now is to 

create a cultural center at AUB that will reign as the 

regions showcase for contemporary Arab arts. 

Demand for the arts at AUB has not diminished, judging 

by the full courses and waiting lists-especially for the 

graphic design program that was launched by the Faculty 

of Engineering and Architecture in 1992. As for the 

Faculty of Arts and Sciences, it is now offering at least 17 

different art, music, and theater courses to students (as 

well as to the community in its outreach extension pro

gram), ranging from the more theoretical art appreciation 

and civilization classes to hands-on studio workshops in 

painting and sculpture and in acting and directing. The 



Art exhibition 

result is that a number of students have ended up discovering a talent 

worth pursuing. For example, one young woman discovered the sculp

tor inside herself and is now on her way to pursuing that art in Italy. 

Another has decided to work for a degree in interior architectural design. 

Outside the classroom, there are many other cultural offerings for stu

dents, faculty, staff, and the community. Both Assembly Hall and West 

Hall are regularly staging live music and theatrical performances. AUB's 

museums continue to lure both the expert and the novice to their collec

tions. And each spring the Green Field is transformed into an outdoor 

auditorium for AUBs celebrated Folk Dance Festival. 

Because the arts and culture are such a fundamental part of AUBs past 

and present-and certainly of its future-it is worth spotlighting some of 

their different activities for the readers of Main Gate. 

The Sound of Music: Assembly Hall 
Every year, AUB's Assembly Hall comes alive with the sound of music. 

This past academic year alone, a remarkable 30 or so concerts were pre

sented inside the arched elegance of the former chapel, which was built 

in 1891 and is noted for its excellent acoustics. 

Organ, violin, piano, oud, Spanish guitar, cello, and virtually any other 

instrument imaginable were played to perfection. The vibrating sounds 

of piano, voice and organ filled the air. And what made the organ recitals 

more remarkable was that, for the first time since it was installed in 

1972, the stately organ in Assembly Hall was completely renovated. It 

took a team of specialists from Denmark a grueling four weeks last year 

to repair, adjust, and replace some of the thousands of components of 

the huge, awesomely complex machine. But, judging by the magnificent 

sounds it now produces, it was well worth the fine-tuning effort. 

The Assembly Hall music series also featured purely instrumental con

certs, some with vocal accompaniments, as well as solo recitals, duos, 

string quartets, group performances, a jazz concert, and the AUB Choir. 

And, as any AUBite will tell you, no season of Assembly Hall offerings 

would be complete without classical opera, mezzo-sopranos, and the 

yearly Christmas carols. 

This past year there was even a night dedicated to Hungarian folk music, 

and a couple of evenings of holiday music from Spain, France, England, 

and Lebanon. Students, professionals, and aspiring non-professionals 

alike took the stage at Assembly Hall. A musical highlight of the season 

was when the Lebanese National Symphony Orchestra joined the AUB 

Choir for its annual spring performance. Another star attraction was the 

Piano recital 

staged music and poetry dialogue, which featured a combination of con

temporary instrumental and vocal selections interspersed with the recital 

of German and Lebanese poetry 

Voices Raised in Song: AUB Choir 
Music has always been a strong component of the cultural history of AUB 

and continues to serve an important function in rounding out the liberal 

arts education for which the University is so well known. While some 

courses, like musical traditions or elements and notation of music do not 

require any prerequisite experience, the five AUB Choir courses are all 

about developing performance skills, with students learning and rehears

ing a choral repertoire over two or more semesters. The basic 

prerequisites for those courses are an audition and the consent of the 

instructor. "We expect a student to also participate in the events we 

hold, because the aim is to build a performing choir," says Paul Meers, 

the director of the AUB Choir and Choral Society and an assistant profes

sor of music. 

Meers has achieved that and more. Over the years, though the number of 
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The A UB Choir 

choir members has remained steady, the quality has consistently gone up, as 

has the dedication of the students, says Meers, who has been at AUB 

for three years. The choir is composed of about 30 to 35 students 

who are joined for performances by members of the Choral Society, 

whose membership is made up of alumni and other aspiring vocalists 

in the AUB community. 

Meers conducts the choir for at least three regular annual performanc

es: the Christmas and spring concerts and commencement. For this 

year's spring concert, members of the Lebanese National Symphony 

joined the choir in performing an extraordinary program of classical 

music. "Plus, there are other ceremonies that come up which feature 

the choir," he says, "like West Halls rededication ceremony this past 

February." 

Then there are the special events. This year, the Beirut community was 

treated to an unprecedented 100-plus strong choir in Lebanon, when 

AUB:S 45-member choir was joined by teachers and students from nine 

schools across Lebanon for the first annual Lebanon Choral Classic 

Workshop. 

Discovering The Artist in Oneself: The 
Fine Arts 
With the end of the academic year comes what has now evolved into an 

annual tradition at AUB: the art exhibitions of student work. 

The sculpture exhibit, which features the work of students in both basic 

and advanced sculpture courses, is held between the end of May and 

early june in the Sculpture Room under Jesup Hall. lL is there that 

many of the 200 clay, stone, and metal pieces on display this year were 
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hand-crafted and chiseled to perfection under the watchful eye of 

instructor Mona Saudi, an internationally renowned Jordanian sculptor. 

With 40 years of professional experience behind her and now into her 

third year of teaching sculpture at AUB, Saudi is a stimulating mentor 

who knows how to guide her students into bringing out the best in 

themselves. "One of my concerns," she says, "is to help the students 

discover the artist within themselves ... how to generate a strong interest 

in sculpture and develop a basic knowledge of the various sculptural 

styles from the dawn of history to the present time." The pieces exhib

ited, which were produced by 66 students, varied in material (clay, 

plaster, wood, metal, and stone), as well as in size and style. An esti

mated 600 visitors came to see the sculpture show, which received 

nationwide media coverage. 

Simultaneously, in adjacent Nicely Hall, year-end exhibits of art, pottery, 

and ceramics showcased student work-from basic drawing and paint

ing, to watercolor and illustration, to pottery and ceramics. While the 

pottery and ceramics were displayed outside in the garden next to 

Nicely Hall, the paintings were hung along the walls of the studio class-

rooms. 

A total of 60 students took the beginner's ceramics course, learning the 

A to Z of ceramic techniques. And over 50 completed the advanced 

class, using their newly acquired skills to produce a variety of ceramic 

objects, ranging from functional ware to decorative panels and architec

tural facades. Their efforts resulted in a number of remarkable pieces, 

each distinctly different in design concept. From beautifully crafted cof

fee and tea sets, vases, trinket boxes, plates, bowls, and coasters to 

replicas of ancient pottery and tableware (some of them modern geo

metric in style), each piece reflected individual creativity and imagination. 

Sculpture exhibition 



It's Showtime! The Thrill of Student 
Theater 
The six theater electives offered by the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

serve to introduce students to the world of acting, directing, set and 

costume design, and the technical aspects of backstage operations 

(lights, sound, and stage construction). During the course of the 

semester or year, students put into practice everything they learn by 

participating in several performances, including one major produc

tion. 

"The courses can be a lot of fun and a break from the academic 

world," says instructor Sharif Abdelnour, who wrote two of the three 

minor productions staged this year. "Because students are spending 

so much time together, they become good friends. And they get to 

produce something and see it. For many, it's the first time they work 

as a team in making something." This year, the students were 

involved in the "making" of three productions: "Starter of Wars ," 

"Godot," and "Hotel Paradiso." 

"Starter of Wars" was produced and performed to coincide with the 

international Lysistrata project, the worldwide theater event for 

peace that was held for the first time this year. The AUB production 

involved two main performers and 23 production crew members. 

The 40-minute anti-war play, written and directed by Abdelnour, is 

based on the historic Greek play Atristophanes. His version featured 

two women, a mother and a daughter, arguing about their respective 

son and husband going to war. The mother is angry and upset that 

her son is going to fight, while the wife is proud of her husband's 

bravery. Performed in both English and Arabic, the play used dra

matic multimedia effects to get its anti-war message across. 

The second minor production, "Godot ," was a one-act black comedy 

with an original script written by two instructors and the student 

head of the drama club. The play, though related to Samuel Beckett's 

"Waiting for Godot," was certainly different-it dealt instead with 

the other side of Beckett's theme, with what Godot may have been 

doing while everyone was waiting for him. 

The final and main production of the year was the hugely successful 

presentation of the comedy "Hotel Paradiso," which featured a cast 

of about 20 students, plus more than 30 people in charge of sound 

and lighting, publicity, costumes, make-up, props, and sets. For 

five nights, the cast and crew put on a remarkable show, and judg

ing by the enthusiastic response of the audience, it was a show not 

to be missed. 

Joyfully Celebrating Cultures: Folk 
Dance Festival 
Considered a top cultural event, perhaps because of the sheer number of 

people involved-both in participants and spectators--AUBs Folk Dance 

Festival was first held back in the 1950s. Since then, it has become one 

of the University$ most anticipated annual events. 

Months of meticulous preparation, training, and hard work go into 

organizing each years festival , with invitations calling for student partici

pants going out to schools across the country at the beginning of the 

academic year. Rehearsals begin at least seven months prior to the event, 

as students from all over Lebanon, who range in age from 12 to 20, learn 

dances from across the world. 

The music, which is selected during an annual workshop camp held in 

California, changes each year. And while the festival has no single partic

ular theme, there is usually recognition of one specific event or activity 

Last year, for example, an Iraqi dance was featured to acknowledge what 

was happening in that country. A certain pattern, however, is always fol

lowed-every festival includes Lebanon$ dabkeh, and every festival ends 

with a traditional Russian dance, because it involves the participation of 

everyone, students and spectators alike. 

A festive scene from the 2003 Folk Dance Festival 

Preparing for the festival begins in October and ends with the one-day 

performance that is held in May, preceded by a full-dress rehearsal the 

day before. This year, for over two hours on the Green Field , about 400 

dancers dressed in a rainbow range of colorful costumes celebrated folk 

dances from Africa, Armenia, Canada, China, Croatia, Czechoslovakia, 

Egypt, Greece, Holland, India, Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico, Romania, Russia, 

and the United States. The festival, which is regularly attended by some 
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2,000 to 3,000 people from the Lebanese community, helps fulfill that 

pan of AUBs mission to spread its values of acceptance, tolerance, and 

democracy throughout the Middle East. In bringing together people 

from diverse backgrounds, it encourages today's youth to appreciate the 

traditions and folklore of other cultures. 

Exhibiting the Past: the University 
Archaeological Museum 
AUBs renowned University Archaeological Museum, located in Post Hall, 

was founded in 1868, two years after the University itself was estab

lished. Through the decades, as its collection grew, the museum 

premises increasingly became inadequate and the need for expanded 

space became an urgent issue. In 1956, the AUB Board of Trustees 

agreed that the interior of Post Hall should be redesigned to allow for 

expanded exhibition space. Consequently, the necessary funds were 

secured to undenake renovation of the museum, which resulted in dou

bling the exhibition space, equipping the museum with metal and plate 

glass showcases, creating a separate large hall specially intended for study 

of the collection. 

Recognizing that a museum of archaeology cannot remain static, AUB 

embarked on a program of archaeological excavations in the region, 

which it considers the main source of the ancient artifacts that enhance 

the historical and scientific value of the collection. Today, the museum 

exhibits a wide range of anifacts from Lebanon and neighboring coun

tries that trace mankinds progress in the Near East from the Early Stone 

Age to the Islamic Period. The collection, which is considered one of the 

best in the Middle East, includes all the archaeological periods and con

tains an extensive variety of anifacts: prehistoric flint implements, pottery, 

bronzes, glass, stone and marble sculptures, cylinder seals, jewelry, 

mosaics, and so on. 

The museum, which is open Monday to Friday and has always been 

free to the public, receives about 2,000 to 3 ,000 visitors per year. It 

also hosts a program of educational activities in collaboration with the 

Society of the Friends of the Museum, which includes monthly lec

tures by local and visiting archaeologists, programs specifically 

designed for children (which have been hugely successful) , and annual 

trips to various historical sites both in Lebanon and Syria, as well as to 

sites in other countries in the region and beyond. Moreover, the 

museum regularly organizes or participates in archaeological exhibi

tions both locally and abroad. 

In the next few years, the museum is to be relocated to a more spacious 

and user-friendly space. When it does, University Archaeological 

Museum Director Leila Badre plans to present the collection in a different 
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manner, this time by theme instead of chronologically "For example, all 

anifacts under the theme 'development of writing' would be grouped and 

presented together," she says. "In this way, it will be easier for visitors, 

especially for students from across Lebanon, to study the various themed 

groups-religion, Islamic coins, jewelry, and so on-while listening to 

audio-taped descriptions of each." 

Fossils, Minerals, and Stones: The 
Geology Collection 
The Geological Museum, located on the upper floor of Post Hall, has 

been around for at least 50 years. The mineral and rock collection, 

which originates from various sources, including Lebanon, the Middle 

East, the United States, Canada, Europe, and other parts of the world, is 

used as a teaching aid by the University$ Geology Department. 

Abdel-Fattah Abdel Rahman, chairman of the Geology Department, with the AUB mineral and 
rock collection 

Faculty members, researchers, and scientists affiliated with the muse

um and AUB collect and add valuable specimens, which continuously 

improve the collection. Although primarily used as a teaching muse

urn, it is also open to the public and many tourists and local visitors 

visit the museum each year, as do thousands of Lebanese students 

who come in groups with their teachers as part of their science educa

tion. The only one of its kind in Lebanon, the Geological Museum 

rates well when compared to similar museums in the region or even 

those found in North American universities. 

The most valuable and fascinating part of the museum is its fossil fish 

collection, which is made up of world-class specimens, some of which 

are extremely rare. Most of them, found in the jbeil-Haquel area in 



Lebanon, are about 100 million years old and have been well preserved 

in the Middle Cretaceous limestone strata in which they were embedded. 

The museum also boasts a very valuable specimen of Ichthyosaur. The 

exact species of that specimen is Ichthyosaurus intermedius conyb, repre

senting a marine reptile of the Jurassic Age that is almost an astounding 

160 million years old. 

Showcasing Lebanon's Biodiversity: 
Natural History Museum 
AUB possesses scientifically priceless specimens of the animals and plants 

of Lebanon and the region as well. These collections, which contain the 

only specimens representing the biodiversity of the area, are known 

respectively as the Biological Collection and Post Herbarium of the 

Natural History Museum. Housed in the Department of Biology, the 

A specimen from the Biological Collection 

collections constitute unique resources for scientific research and edu

cation. 

The biological and herbarium collections date back to the late nineteenth 

century; and since then have grown as a result of work by successive 

AUB faculty members and students, as well as through the acquisition of 

other collections. The natural history collection contains more than 

15,000 vertebrate and invertebrate specimens of over 1,200 species from 

many parts of the world (Europe, Africa and North America), although 

the majority of specimens are from Lebanon and the surrounding region. 

The herbarium includes more than 6,000 plant specimens of flowering 

plants and ferns of Lebanon and adjacent regions. 

Some preserved specimens collected from the region have become 

extinct, so the museum stands as a valuable record that those species did 

exist in the region at one point in time. An excellent reference for stu

dents and professors studying biodiversity, the collections are visited by 

at least 1,000 schoolchildren each year. 

Because of the scarce availability of exhibition space, many of the speci

mens are not on display and hence are only available for research 

purposes. That may soon change, however, when and if plans to move 

and expand the museum go ahead. 

Yes, cultural life at AUB continues to 

flourish. And signs are that the 

2003-04 academic year will again be 

marked by a full program of concerts, 

theater, exhibitions, and museum 

events-all of which are sure to put 

A UB well on its way to being the 

prime cultural center of Beirut. 
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Exploring the 
History of AUB 

College Hall - 1870 
(courlesy of the University Archives and Special ColleCi ions) 
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F 
or most historians, time spent in the 

archives tends to be laborious, but at the 

same time the experience is always remem-

bered as unforgettably blissful. The excitement becomes 

visibly apparent when you listen to them relate that expe

rience-how, after days, weeks, or months of digging 

through Ottoman court logs, lets say, or property records 

from seventeenth century France, they finally uncover 

the primary sources to validate their research theory. To 

them, archives constitute an inexhaustible fount of living 

history made up of letters, registries, and other docu

ments that provide evidence of how governments ruled, 

peoples lived , and institutions were born. To non-histo

rians with a taste for intellectual adventure, meanwhile, 

exploring a library$ archives can become a fascinating 

journey into the past- with no reward other than the 

pure pleasure of tracking a personal path through the 

buried storehouse of human experience. 

Take the 137 -year living history of AUB, for example, the 

details of which exist in the jafet Memorial Ubrarys 

University Archives and Special Collections. Brimming 

with historical correspondence, reports, photography, 

and publications, the University Archives provide entry 

into the rich past of the University, from its inception in 

1866 to the present, for the professional scholar, the 

devoted student, or the curious layperson. 

To most people the word "archives" conjures up visions 

of crowded stacks filled with dusty files , brittle yellowing 

documents, and musty boxes and crates. In actuality, 

AUBs archives, according to the archives librarian, are 

filled with rows of stacks holding boxes, bundles, bags, 



Al-Urwa Magazin£ Cover Page- On£ 
of 66 student publications issued 
between 1898 and 1944 (rourusy <t rhl 
University An:hives and Special Cclleaion$) 

Corn£lius Van Dych - an AUB 
Founding Father (counesy <t rhl 
University An:hiV<S and Special Ccli£clions) 

crates, and cabinets for files, 

posters, and audio-visual 

materials. "One is easily 

fooled by this deceptively 

antiseptic stock. In fact, the 

archives are an Ali Baba cave 

teeming with life, a treasure 

trove hiding many gems." 

In the Department of 

Archives and Special 

Collections, a staff of five is 

on hand to assist you in 

your search. At the helm, 

ready to unlock the lid to 

the treasure chest is Archives 

Librarian Asma Fathallah, 

who, after working in cata

loging, bibliography, and 

reference for 13 years, estab

lished the department in 

1991. 

Fathallah is aided by Nadine 

Knesevitch, assistant to the 

librarian; Samar el-Mikati 

Kaissi, in charge of archives; 

Dalia Najiya, in charge of 

photos; Abeer Medawar, in 

charge of posters; and 

department secretary 

Kamilia Kassis. El-Mikati 

Kaissi, reflecting the passion of those who work with 

rare and historic materials, says, "Every day is a chal

lenge, producing new stories, new events .. . Although the 

events are old, they always surface as new stories." 

By post, by e-mail, and in person, researchers from all 

over the world consult the AUB archives. Students, fac

ulty members, visiting scholars, and local historians and 

media personalities also use the archives regularly. 

Researchers come, says Fathallah, from "other universi

ties, research centers and special libraries, cultural 

centers, professional and scientific societies, television 

and media production firms, architectural and construc

tion companies, government agencies, and embassies." 

Among those who have recently credited the University 

Archives in their work are: Lebanese historian and former 

AUB professor Shafikjeha, whose Darwin and the Crisis of 

1882 in the Medical Department, which was originally 

published in Arabic, is now being prepared for publica

tion in English; Anne-Laure Dupont, French author of 

Gurgi Zaydan, ecrivain reformiste et temoins de Ia renais

sance arabe; and the American, Norbert Hirschhorn MD, 

whose Letter from Lebanon , published in the Emily 

Dickinson International Society Bulletin in 2000, 

revealed the friendship between the famous poet and 

Abby Wood Bliss, wife of AUB's founding father and first 

president, Daniel Bliss. 

Significant photography exhibitions such as "Women 

Pioneers, a Photo Exhibit of Lebanese Women," mounted 

at the Lebanese American University, as well as an inter

national photo exhibition held in Barcelona, Spain, have 

borrowed from AUB's photo collection. Columbia 

University, The Boston Globe, and local newspapers and 

TV stations are also among the department's clients; and 

recent requests for posters and photographs have come 

from Loyola University, the Gale Encyclopedia of the 

Middle East, and the American Board of Foreign Missions 

in Turkey. 

Before 1991, the archival materials and special collections 

were located in different places throughout jafet 

Memorial Library. Ironically, the destruction of College 

Hall that year prompted the construction of new, state-of

the-art premises to house them all in one site. During 

the reconstruction of College Hall, space was allotted for 

the new department in the basement of the library. 

Fathallah had long been working to bring the widely dis

persed materials together, and in 1996 the archives 

collection was finally given a permanent home with 

ample space for offices, reading areas, storage, preserva

tion, and advanced technology for the maintenance of 

rare and fragile materials. 

Over the decades the archives collection has been grow

ing and taking shape. Early letters from Daniel Bliss to 
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the college sponsors back home, handwritten minutes of 

weekly faculty meetings, and photographs of the founding 

fathers accumulated and were saved as the new Syrian 

Protestant College, (SPC, which later became AUB) devel

oped and grew. Since then, every significant scrap of 

paper, article, document, and book related to the college 

and AUB has been carefully collected, listed, catalogued, 

and stored, along with rare manuscripts and books in 

Arabic, English, French, and a variety of other languages. 

The AUB centenary celebrations in 1966 prompted an 

upsurge in the collection of materials from all over the 

University, including all the historical documents on file in 

the Offlce of the President (who was then Norman Burns). 

Today, the continued growth of the archival holdings is 

assured through the University Archives Program, which 

mandates the acquisition of all university archival materials 

from academic and administrative units, faculty members, 

student organizations, and alumni, and on a voluntary 

basis from organizations supporting AUB. The list of 

items requested runs alphabetically from A toY, from 

addresses to yearbooks, under such categories as awards, 

bylaws, circulars, diaries, handbooks, minutes and reports 

("the backbone of the archives," says Fathallah), memora

bilia, policies, press clippings, rules and regulations, 

scrapbooks, and many more. Menus, advertising flyers , 

and even an academic robe have found their way into the 

archives. 

The two general areas of the department, archives and spe

cial collections, are not distinct; they frequently overlap. 

For instance, a rare manuscript, if written by a member of 

AUBs faculty, may be considered an archive of the 

University rather than a special collection item. The 

archives, organized in seven major categories-generali

ties, administration, faculties , students, alumni, AUBites, 

and AUB-related bodies-open a unique window on the 

University$ long and rich history. The special collections 

presently number six: theses; closed area books containing 

rare, sensitive, controversial, and copiously illustrated 

works; manuscripts; photographs; posters; and maps. 

Fathahllahs enthusiasm is contagious in describing the 

rare books and in talking about clues to the history of 
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AUB. All the tools of the 

search (finding aids) are 

at her fingertips. Her ded

ication and ability to 

locate the obscure fact or 

reference make an 

archives search a fascinat

ing adventure. She 

vibrantly talks about the 

66 student publications 

issued between 1898 and 

1944. "The handwritten 

and illustrated maga

zines," she says, "make 

one pale at the enthusi

asm, effort, and 

determination of those 

who wrote them for cir

culation among the 

students, long before our 

era of word processors." 

Try exploring the archives 

yourself. Fascinating 

photographs of people at 

SPOAUB show President 

and Mrs. Howard Bliss 

riding along in the first 

automobile in Beirut in 

1907; the first two avia

tors of the region, 

Ottoman pilots Fethi Bey 

and Sadik Bey, who dropped a souvenir !lag on the hospi

tal grounds in 1914; President of the Republic Camille 

Chamoun and Mrs. Chamoun at the Lee Observatory on 

the occasion of the moon eclipse in 1957; jawaharlal 

Nehru, addressing a huge crowd both in and outside the 

Assembly Hall in 1960; and Brazilian football player Pele 

teaching AUB students football skills and strategies during 

a 1975 visit to campus. Hold in your hand the 1896 

copy of faculty member George E. Posts groundbreaking 

work, The Flora of Syria, Palestine, and Sinai. Inside are 

handwritten notes by Post himself, including additions, 

pencil sketches, and correspondence. 

A picture<! studen!S seen through a 
stereoscopic viewer !hat provides a 
three dimensional view (court<sy cf the 
University An:hives and Special Collections) 

Atiyeh's Diploma -one of the ear
liest diplomas granted by the SPC 
(courtesy of the University Arthivts and 
Special Collections) 



first Car in Beirut at SPC, 1907 
(courtesy of the Uni ve- rsity Archives and 
Spedai Collections) 

jawaharlai Nehru's Address at 
Assembly Hail, 1960 (courtesy of the 
University Archh•es and Special 
Collections) 

The large poster collection 

visually relates the history of 

campus activities: political 

events, lectures, drama pro

ductions, concerts, and 

exhibitions. Posters suppon 

the Palestinian cause or pro

mote transcendental 

meditation, a Stanley 

Kubrick film festival, or kick 

boxing. A broad non-AUB 

poster collection includes 

those advertising net servers 

or issued in remembrance of 

the 1999 Israeli massacre in 

Qana. 

The Blatchford and Moore 

photography collections por

tray early images of the 

region and the growth of the 

University from the earliest 

beginnings of the main cam

pus buildings. The 

Blatchford Collection, donat

ed to the University in 1924 

by Mrs. Howard Bliss and 

named after her father, is a 

rich accumulation of 801 

photographs of Lebanon and 

the region that capture land

scapes, historical monuments 

and archaeological sites, village and city life, agriculture, 

and scenes of daily life. Mostly in misty sepia, the photo

graphs are a veritable time machine, showing a young 

Druze girl hardly taller than her conical headdress (the 

tantour), farm workers beating olives from the trees, and 

village bread baking. The many and varied subjects pro

vide a valuable visual source of reference for historians of 

the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Everyone on campus has seen at least one of the photo

graphs documenting the life of the early School of 

Medicine and the brave establishment of the college build-

ings on the barren slopes of Ras Beirut-Daniel Bliss 

starkly outlined at the north comer of Bliss Hall under 

construction, fez-topped students at work in a medical 

laboratory, the groundbreaking for West Hall, and many 

more. The photographs of the Moore Collection were 

taken by medical doctor Franklin T. Moore, who served 

the SPC between 1891 and 1915. The present collection 

was made possible by the painstaking work of Dr. Raif 

Nassif, AUB professor emeritus, and Dr. Marwan El

Sabban of the Photography Department and the Faculty 

of Medecine. Dr. Nassif discovered the early glass plate 

negatives produced by Moore, and Dr. El-Sabban pre

pared them for modem printing. 

The department is constantly updating and assessing its 

collection, developing more finding aids, and enhancing 

the environment. In March 2003, Nabil Saidi (AUB '70), 

who for more than 20 years has been an expert on 

Oriental manuscripts at Sothebys in London, examined 

and appraised the archive manuscripts. He highlighted 

the value of a number of the rare works, among them: 

important documents, mostly in Arabic, but with a few in 

Syriac, Karshuni, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and Hebrew; 

valuable manuscripts, including works of the Mamluk 

period; and a rich collection of Qur'ans, Bibles, a Torah 

scroll , Islamic prayer books, and theological works from 

the Abbasid dynasty. 

Finding aids, such as specialist catalogs, guides, lists, 

inventories, directories, and indexes, facilitate the search. 

Today, the department is moving forward with a challeng

ing program that incorporates information technology in 

order to reach the largest possible number of researchers. 

Already available on-line are the Moore and Blatchford 

photography collections, the 1928 AUB Yearbook, 

"Political Posters from the 1960s through the 1980s," and 

"An Posters in Lebanon." The most recent digitization 

project soon to be made accessible on the web features 

the nine volumes of the Students Union Gazette, pub

lished by students between 1913 and 1932. The 

department also plans in the future to make various items 

available on-line in Encoded Archival Description (EAD), 

a new electronic system specifically designed for archival 

materials. 
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For the protection of rare 

books, manuscripts, and 

other collections, the depart

ment has installed 

state-of-the-art environmental 

controls to insure preserva

tion and maintenance of the 

archives. The monitoring of 

temperature, light, and air 

quality meets international 

standards. Temperature is 

maintained between 18 and 

20 degrees centigrade; 

humidity between 50 and 55 

degrees, and light is reduced 

to the minimum. Water mist 

fire controls safeguard all of 

jafet Memorial Ubrary, but 

the manuscript collection of 

the department is protected 

by a unique and expensive 

one-time-use device from FM 

200 Fire Suppression 

Systems that uses gas emis

sion to extinguish fires , 

rather than the water that 

would be so potentially dam

aging to rare manuscripts 

and other 

documents. 

Are you sheltering some treasure of ,\UB lore in ynur 

home or office? \\'ould a search of }'OUr attic or basement 

re\'eal an AUB treasure? Help preserve the hi~torical 

record and safeguard the heritage <lf the American 

Uni\'ersit}' of Beirut b)· sending material to the AUB 

Department ,)f Archi\'CS and Special Collections. 

E-mail: spt>cialcolknions@aub.cdu.lb 
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Soccer legend Pelt at AUB, J 975 
(courtesy of the University Archives 
and Special Collections) 

Memorabilia found in the A UB 
archives (cou rtesy of the University 
Archives and Sptcial Collections) 

Among the gems of the archival treasures is the Beirut 

Codex, a Syriac manuscript of the New Testament 

copied on vellum some time between the seventh and 

tweUth centuries in one of the monasteries of the Near 

East by "Monk john." The manuscript, presented to 

the first president, Daniel Bliss, by College Hall Master 

Builder Abdul Masih of Mardin in 1871, was discov

ered in 1876 by faculty member lsaac H. Hall, who 

spent several years deciphering, collating, and copying 

it before the manuscript was sent to Philadelphia for 

restoration and binding in 1883. The copy, among two 

or three extant in the world today, is a thick volume 

bound in beautifully decorated leather boards. 

Another treasure is the 1735 Description de l'Egypte, 

compiled by a former French consul, M. de Maillet and 

by J..:abbe l..e Masrier. This monumental historical 

work, which includes several tomes from a later date, 

measures 68 by 99 centimeters. The library$ holdings, 

which consist of volumes dating from 1735 to 1829, as 

well as a 1994 German version, are filled with draw

ings and lore about Egypt-its geography, natural 

history, scientific expeditions, customs, religion, govern

ment, commerce, and antiquities. Drawings of rare 

insects, seashells, and detailed maps ornament almost 

every page. 

The 1887 Edward Muybridge collection of rare litho

graphs, Animal Locomotion, is another valuable item. It 

offers a glimpse of photography$ transition from stills to 

animation, a major step in pursuit of "the graphic repre

sentation of motion .. . too fast for the human eye to see." 

In addition to the lithographs, three volumes published 

in 1979 under the title, Complete Human and Animal 

Locomotion, describe Muybridges contribution to pho

tography and include 781 plates from the original 

lithographs--a vast variety of sequential shots of men, 

women, children, horses, and elephants in motion. 

Special thanks go to Asma Fathallah, Archives Ubrarian, 

and the entire staff of the Department of Archives and 

Special Collections for their kind assistance in the prepara

tion of this article. 
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alumni activities 

Alumni Activities Worldwide 
Lebanon 

Engineering and Architecture Chapter 
Over one hundred 1960 to 1966 graduates of the Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture (FEA) gathered on July 30 for a reunion at AI-Sheikh 

Hotel in Bhamdoun. The dinner was hosted by Albert Matta (BE '62), 

the hotel's owner. 

Members of the Engi,.eeri"g and Ar~hitecture chapter at the july reu,.io" 

Matta, greeting his guests warmly, read a special poem in Arabic that 

he had written especially for the occasion. Chapter President Samir 

Alamuddin, in welcoming the alumni, urged them all to stay in contact 

with the University and the chapter. FEA Dean Ibrahim N. Hajj thanked 

Matta for hosting the event and extended congratulations to Albert 

Kuraan for being awarded the National Order of Merit, Chevalier Rank, 

by French President Jacques Chirac. Dean Hajj , in noting that the num

ber of FEA students has more than doubled since his days as a 

student, said that at present half of the faculty's undergraduate students 

are in electrical and computer engineering and that almost 30 percent 

of all FEA students are women. All agreed that the evening was memo

rable in every way. 

Medical Alumni Chapter 
The Medical Alumni Chapter held a grand dinner in honor of the 

University's '03 MD graduates on June 23 at the Phoenicia 

Intercontinental Hotel , which was attended by almost 350 AUB alumni, 

friends, and faculty members. Among the guests of honor were 

Lebanese Minister of State Karam Karam (MD '67); President of the 

Order of Physicians Mahmoud Choucair; Nadim Cortas, vice president 

for Medical Affairs and dean of the Faculty of Medicine and the Medical 

Center; and AUBMC Director John Rhoder. 

In welcoming and congratulating the new doctors, Chapter President 

Khalid Yunis informed them that, on the occasion, they would receive 

the traditional Medical Alumni pin and a complimentary year's member-
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ship in the chapter. He then introduced one of the new graduates, Dr. 

Melhem Solh, who spoke on behalf of the class, expressing their appre

ciation for all the support they had received from AUB, and from their 

families, in the attainment of their degrees. In the address that followed, 

Dr. Cortas extended his best wishes to the young men and women of 

medicine and also paid tribute to the two members of the Department 

of Internal Medicine who had been chosen to receive the Medical 

Alumni Chapter's awards for 2003. He then joined President Yunis in 

presenting the Gold Medal Award to Dr. Ibrahim Salti , head of the 

Endocrinology Division, and the Merit Award to Dr. Adel Birbari , head of 

the Nephrology Division. 

To provide entertainment for the evening, a number of the new doctors 

displayed their "non-medical" thespian talents with comic sketches 

inspired by some of their former teachers and a 'danse de salon per

formance," followed by a brilliant piano recital of classical music. 

Middle East 
Abu Dhabi Branch 

On May 15 the AUB Alumni Association of Abu Dhabi celebrated its 

annual Gala Dinner at the Abu Dhabi Intercontinental Hotel , drawing 

300 loyal AUB alumni and friends. The guest of honor and keynote 

speaker this year was Lebanon's Minister of State Health Karam Karam. 

In welcoming the large gathering of alumni, the branch's president, 

Mohamad Sleiman, thanked them for their continuous dedicated sup

port and informed them that their loyalty had helped the Abu Dhabi 

Branch raise over $2 million for AUB since 1985. 

The gala paid special tribute to the Archives and Special Collections of 

Jafet Memorial Library, the treasure of AUB. Mr. Sleiman, in pointing out 

that the archives are indeed the memory of the University and the 

region, noted that "appreciation of the past is a prerequisite for the 

Branch president Mohamad Sleiman welcomes guests to the Abu Dhabi Branch dinner 
in May 



future development of any society." He thanked Asma Fathallah , direc

tor of the Archives and Special Collections, for her excellent work and 

dedication. 

Dr. Karam spoke with poetic elegance about AUB and its leading role in 

education and development in the Middle East. He then went on to 

focus on the important topic of ethics and education in the political 

domain. 

The Abu Dhabi Alumni Association organized a number of activities for 

Dr. Karam and the AUB delegation, among them a meeting with Sheikh 

Nahyan Bin Mubarak AI Nahyan, minister of education ; a lunch with 

Lebanese Ambassador Hasan Berro; and a day at the Lebanese Spring 

Festival that was held at the Abu Dhabi Officers Club. The festival was 

organized by the Lebanese Business Council , whose executive board 

includes three AUB alumni: President Albert Matta, Treasurer Ramzi 

Keily, and Head of Memberships Sufian Al-Saleh . 

Syrian Branch 
On December 8, 2002, the AUB alumni in Syria held their annual fund

raising gala dinner in the presence of some 250 alumni and friends in 

AI-Chark Club (club d 'Orient) in Damascus, Syria. AUB President John 

Waterbury attended to update alumni on the University. Guests entered 

a lively AUB scene where a video on the University was being shown, 

drinks were being offered, and a band from the High Institute of Music 

was playing music in the lobby. 

Syrian Alumni with President Waterbury <H. the December 8 gala dinner 

During the program Syrian branch members Nada AI Assaad and 

Abdel Aziz Dahdouch introduced the speakers. Abdul Salam Haikal 

welcomed the guests and noted that this was the second fundraising 

activity in two years for scholarship support for the endowed fund for 

Syrian students enrolled at AUB. The second speaker, Joseph 

Abdallah , confirmed the loyalty ot our graduates towards their alma 

mater while Dr. Abdul Sattar Udday spoke warmly about his memories 

of AUB and its role in servicing the region . Dr. Waterbury concluded by 

discussing the Campus Master Plan and current projects at AUB. 

North America 
AANA's New Board of Directors 

The results are in. Elections for the 2003-04 board of directors of the 

Alumni Association of North America, which were held in June, voted in 

the following new AANA team: fva Tekian, who was reelected president; 

May Rihani, vice president; Una Jazi , secretary; Wael Chehab, treasurer; 

and members-at-large Roula Tohme Baddoura, Diala Ezzedinne, John 
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alumni activities 
Makhoul , Bassam Zarkout, Rana Hajjeh, Alexander Geha, and Najwa 

Mirhij Shammas. Congratulations to all! Thanks go out to departing mem

bers Angie Bahuth, Ghaleb Daouk, and Hikmat Nasr for their service and 

commitment to AANA. 

Atlanta C11apter 
Over 70 alumni and friends gathered for a special Mother's Day brunch 

on May 11 at the Byblos Lebanese restaurant. Combining a tribute to 

mothers with a remembrance of AUB turned the occasion into a most 

delectable feast of memories. 

In spring 2003, the chapter elected a new slate of officers: Leila Tarazi , 

president; Sandra Haddad, vice president; Samia Hazim, secretary; 

Hounada Fakhoury, treasurer; and Sahar Attar, Lara Harik, and lman 

Bitar as members-at-large. Congratulations to all. 

Arizona Chapter 

Arizona alumn i with Associate Director of Development -Alumni Affairs Miyada 
Musharbash (second from left) gather at a May dinner 

AUB New York Office Associate Director of Development - Alumni 

Affairs Miyada Musharbash visited Arizona alumni at a dinner hosted by 

Farid Haddad at his beautiful home in May. A meeting for Southwest 

alumni is planned for winter. 

Cleveland Chapter 
In June 2003 the chapter held a festive dinner for 20 alumni and friends at 

Trattoria's, an Italian restaurant in Little Italy. Earl ier chapter events during 

the 2002-03 year included an October picnic and a February dinner party. 

Endocrine Chapter 
The Endocrine Chapter's annual meeting took place in June, when a 

group of about 20 AUB alumni gathered for an enjoyable yearly dinner. 

The chapter hopes that all those who missed it this year will be able to 

attend in 2004. At the meeting, Armand Krikorian was elected the new 

president of the chapter. Congratulations to him-and many thanks to 

outgoing president Mona Nasrallah for all her great efforts. 

Greater Baltimore Chapter 
The Greater Baltimore Chapter held their annual picnic in conjunction 

with the Washington Chapter on June 15, Father's Day. The picnic was 

well attended and enjoyed by all. The chapter's next event-a banquet 
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to be held in Baltimore's Inner Harbor on September 27-will focus on 

raising funds for AUB. Details to follow in the next issue of MainGate. 

Greater Washington DC Chapter 
In July, the Washington Chapter launched its first newsletter, designed 

to keep in touch with members and push forward its fundraising goals. 

Former Chapter President Hikmat Nasr, in noting that his term in office 

is ending, expressed confidence that the new leadership wi ll take up 

the reins in expanding the contents and audience of the newsletter. 

The chapter's new executive committee is composed of Michael Malouf, 

president; Cathy Feghali , vice president; Tala Khartabil, secretary; 

Mandana Fawzi AI-Hajj, geasurer; and members-at-large Sami Assir, 

Grace Bishara, and Ramzi Dagher. The new committee is in the 

process of organizing events for the year. DC area alumni interested in 

getting involved in the chapter's activities can contact Michael Malouf at 

Mwkmalouf@aol.com. 

Meanwhile , DC alumni enjoyed outings organized by the chapter this 

past summer, such as the Tennis Social in May and the Baltimore

Washington Annual Picnic in June. 

Montreal Chapter 
Elections have been held for the newly relaunched Montreal Chapter. 

The new committee members are: Donald Edde, president; Mona 

Ghazzaoui , vice president; Almaz Aladas, secretary; and Costa 

Levantian, treasurer. The committee seeks the active participation of all 

area alumni. Anyone interested in joining the chapter or needing infor

mation should call 514-707-1793, or visit the Montreal Chapter website 

at http ://www.aubalumnimontreal.com. 

The chapter kicked of its 2003-04 season with a brunch at the lovely 

Chateau Vaudreuil on September 14. Look for details of future activities in 

the next issue of MainGate. 

New England Chapter 
On Sunday, July 20, New England alumni and friends gathered for a 

summer picnic jointly sponsored by the chapter and several area 

organizations. Word-of-mouth reports indicate that a good time was 

had by all. 

New York Metropolitan Chapter 
AUB Trustee Ann Kerr shared with New York alumni and friends her rec

ollections and reflections on her life in Beirut and travels throughout the 

region at a lecture and signing for her new book, Painting the Middle 

East (Syracuse University Press: 2002) on June 18. At a jointly spon

sored program with the City University of New York's Middle East and 

Middle Eastern American Center (MEMAC), Kerr discussed her thoughts 

on the current political situation in the region as well as the prospects for 

the future to a crowd of 70 alumni , friends, and New York area academ

ics and persons with interest in the Middle East. New York Metropolitan 

Chapter President Wael Chehab and MEMAC Associate Director and 

alumnus Anny Bakalian greeted guests and introduced Kerr. A book 

signing followed with a lovely reception full of Middle Eastern treats. 



Northern California Chapter 

Cheers to the Northem CaliforniCI chapter tennis toumament winners! 

In early May, Miyada Musharbash and Jaime-Faye Bean, associate 

directors of development of the AUB New York office, visited with mem

bers of the Northern California Chapter. While in the Bay area, Miyada 

and Jaime updated alumni on new developments at AUB, especially 

with regard to the efforts being undertaken to expand and strengthen 

the University's communication with its alumni. They also reported on 

the various fundraising activities being launched by AUB alumni chap

ters elsewhere. 

The Northern California Chapter held its annual summer picnic on June 

1 in Cuesta Park in the South Bay area. About 50 AUB alumni and 

friends joined in the fun, graced by the blessings of great food, great 

friends, and great weather. A highlight of the afternoon was the chap

ter's first tennis tournament. Seven teams competed in the doubles 

match, which ended with the winning medals being presented to Wael 

Tayara and Khaled Delaware. 

For news and information about past or future events, please check the 

chapter's website www.aubalum.org. 

Ottawa Chapter 

Ottawa alumni gather for a Father~ Day picnic 

The AANA Ottawa Chapter's annual summer picnic was held on June 

15 in Britannia Park, situated along the beautiful Ottawa River. The 

event, intentionally planned to coincide with Father's Day, was well attended 

by chapter members and friends of AUB. Many of them had taken time 

from their usual Father's Day activities to pass by the picnic and spend a few 

hours with friends and family. All fathers were greeted with a warm welcome 

and a white carnation. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and watermelon made up 

the menu for the day-in addition to Elie Mousalli's special salmon burgers. 

Well before sunset, the chapter took its annual picnic photos to record the 

fun-filled day. 

PS.: An official welcome aboard and best wishes to Elie Mousalli (BS '69; 

MS '72) as secretary of the Ottawa Chapter's executive committee. 

Southem California Chapter 
Alumni and friends in the Los Angeles area gathered on March 23 for a gra

cious luncheon with AUB Provost Peter Heath and Vice President for 

Development and External Relations W. Stephen Jeffrey. In reporting on the 

latest news from campus, the two high-level AUB officials reassured the 

group that despite the continuing political turmoil in the Middle East region, 

the University was "on track" in pursuing its strategic planning goals. 

In May AUB's Associate Directors of Development Miyada Musharbash and 

Jaime Faye-Bean visited with members of the Southern California Chapter. 

Among the issues discussed were university activities and the new chapter 

elections that are in progress. If any Southern California alumni are interest

ed in volunteering for activities, please email miyada@aub.edu. 

Western Virginia Chapter 
The Western Virginia Chapter organized a dinner for the area's AUBites, 

which was held in May at the elegant Harbor Club in downtown Norfolk. 

Against the backdrop of the club's stunning views of the city, everyone 

enjoyed catching up with each other over cocktails and during the sumptu

ous dinner that followed. AUB's Associate Director of Development-Major 

Gifts Rima Zaitoon, in reporting to the gathered guests on developments at 

AUB, expressed the University's appreciation for their continued support. In 

his welcoming address, President Bassam Kawwas thanked Judge Peter 

Decker, the keynote speaker, for his support of the chapter's activities. 

Judge Decker, in turn, praised the efforts of the chapter in supporting such a 

great institution as AUB. Saying "it is one of the oldest and most successful 

educational institutions in the world," he urged the attendees to respond to 

the president's appeal. Nearly $5,000 was raised at the dinner-an 

admirable gesture of support made by alumni and friends on behalf of 

the University. 

West ViJXinia alumni gather at a dinner on May 23 
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alumni activities 

Coming Home 
Alumni from around the world relive good 
times at the third annual AUB Reunions 
jamboree. Jaime-Faye Bean describes it all. 

AUBites from around the world gathered on campus from June 25 to 

29 to join in communal reunion celebrations for the classes of 1983, 

1988, 1993, and 1998. Hundreds of alumni, many of them accom

panied by their spouses and children, showed up tor the festivities, 

making this year's Reunions the best-attended since the tradition 

was reestablished in June 2001. 

The activities began Thursday evening, when President John 

Waterbury held an open forum to provide the visiting alumni with 

information on the University's $150-million 20-year Campus Master 

Plan that is now under way. Speaking to the standing-room-only 

crowd gathered in West Hall 's new Suhail R. Bath ish Auditorium, the 

president accompanied his presentation with "virtual photographs" of 

the major structures slated tor construction under the plan-such as 

the Charles W. Hostler Student Center and the Suliman S. Olayan 

School of Business-and said that the plan also provides tor the 

addition of three new student dorms, as well as the renovation of a 

number of AUB's existing buildings. President Waterbury assured 

the audience, however, that the unique beauty of the University's 

campus would be preserved , promising that the breathtaking open 

views of the Mediterranean from the romantic pathways and bench

es lining upper campus would continue to "form the basis of many 

future marriages." Members of the audience were then given the 

opportunity to query the president on a number of AUB-related 

issues, from the proper handling of building funds and equitable allo

cation of contracts to the number of tennis courts that would be 

available tor alumni use under the master plan. The evening ended 

with a dinner held on the lawn of the president's residence, 

Marquand House. 

Class reunion participants enjoy a reception at Marquand House 
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Friday evening, the alumni group gathered at the spectacular Grand 

Hills Village in Brumana for a dinner dance affair. In an Arabic 

restaurant elaborately decorated with colorful mosaics and bubbling 

fountains, everyone spent a pleasurable "thousand-and-one-nights" 

interlude enjoying the dozens of delectable dishes that make up the 

traditional Lebanese mezzeh. Some even indulged in smoking the 

nargileh (filled, of course, with honey-scented tobacco). Moving 

from table to table to say hello, AUB Provost Peter Heath and mem

bers of the Reunions Ad Hoc Committee recognized many of the 

alumni. In the words of one who was greeted by name, "I didn't 

expect to be remembered ... it was wonderful!" After dinner, a 

superb belly dancer entertained the crowd (with a few of the most 

outgoing AUBites joining in to test their own hip-undulating skills!), 

and later everyone hit the dance floor themselves to swing or waltz 

to the tunes of a live band. The evening ended on a truly sweet 

note: a huge cake in the shape and colors of the AUB logo to be 

shared by all. 

On Saturday, while some of the alumni spent the day recuperating 

from Friday night's festivities, many of them took advantage of the 

special rates AUB had secured from local travel agencies to visit one 

of the many tourist sites in Lebanon. It also was a day when the 

alumni could truly honor the academic legacy of AUB; reunion atten

dees were invited to meet with student representatives tor breakfast 

at West Hall, and later they could attend the honorary degrees and 

commencement ceremonies if they wished. 

On Sunday, the final day of Reunions, the hundreds of alumni and 

their families went oft on buses to AUB's 27 4-acre farm in the 

Beqa'a, known as the Agricultural Research and Education Center 

(AREC), where they joined the students and faculty in celebrating 

Family Day. They arrived to the melodious voice of Fairouz coming 

through loud and clear on the DJ's speakers, and were welcomed 

with freshly baked manakeesh, Arabic coffee, and cold soft drinks. 

The grounds of the farm were soon filled with the boisterous activity 

of children (and adults) flying kites, playing football , riding bikes, and 

enjoying hayrides. The more sedentary types whiled away the time 

exploring the farm and meeting some of its resident chickens, 

sheep, goats, and cows. 

For the third year in a row, Reunions participants have been confirm

ing the global nature of AUB alumni, with guests attending from Los 

Angeles to Madrid, from Paris to Abu Dhabi. Elected officers from a 

number of alumni chapters were present this year, including the vice 

president of AANA, as well as members of the Engineering , 

Agriculture, Nursing, Pharmacy, Business and Medical chapters and 

the MI. Lebanon, South Lebanon, Beka'a, Riyadh, and Greece 

branches. And in another, more tangible way, they decidedly left 

their mark on campus-proceeds from Reunions 2003 raised 

$11,626 for AUB financial aid. 



An Interview with 
Professor Emeritus of History 

Professor Nicola Ziadeh 

When did you arrive at AUB? 

I was living in London in 1948 with my late wife and our first-born son. 

working on my PhD. At that time, Palestine had been taken over by Israel, 

so I was completely cut away from my home and country as well as the job 

I had been offered there. I looked around for another job and with luck got 

it at AUB, joining the faculty in 1949 as an assistant professor. My starting 

salary was $1,900 a year-and it went up $100 my second year! The first 

year was hard on the history faculty- we were short of staff and I had to 

teach 12 hours a week, plus having 12 theses to supervise. My first con

tract was for three years. and I remember the late professor Constantine 

Zurayk taking me aside and telling me that once you beat the opposition 

and win you wi ll never leave AUB. I retired in 1973 at the age of 65 and 

went on to teach at other institutions in Lebanon and throughout the world. 

What was your first impression? 

Actually, the first time I walked through the doors of the Main 

Gate was in 1925. Darwiche Makdisi , my college teacher from 

Jerusalem. and I were visiting Beirut . which was a brief stop dur

ing ou r journey on foot from Palestine to Syria. It was a holiday 

and we did not expect to find anyone on campus . However, I 

was charmed by the University's campus and its atmosphere . 

As a result of that visit , I wished I could be a student at AUB . 

This was never realized , but I did spend most of my career 

there . 

Where did you teach most of your classes? 

My classes were held in College Hall at first and then in Nicely 

Hall after it was built. However, I continued teaching graduate 

seminars in College Hall. 

What was the biggest change you noticed at AUB? 

Change came during my first years at AUB , when Stephen 
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Penrose was president. You see, before World War II the presi

dent of AUB was perhaps the top representative of the United 

States in the area and was sought out for advice. At that time, 

the US ambassador started meeting with the president often and 

some people did not like it. Rumors sprung up about the US 

government interfering in the University, which at times I felt 

gave AUB a bad reputation in the region . 

Another huge change was the Arab nationalist movement, which 

began on AUB campus with students such as Wadih Haddad 

and George Habash in 1951. They were not the founders of the 

movement, but collected whatever ideas were there before. 

They were my friends . 

What do you think students remember most about your classes? 

Two things . First , I never carried any paper into a lecture-1 

completely prepared for each class the night before. Second, I 

felt my students would remember me as a friend , not as a 

teacher. 

Are you still in touch with your former students? 

None are in Beirut anymore. People do visit me though , such as 

Dr. Hasadine Moussa, who is Sudanese and received his BA, 

MA, and PhD at AUB . He taught in Nigeria and is now in South 

Africa . 

When did you leave AUB? Have you been back? 

My relationship with AUB really ended with my retirement in 

1973 . While I no longer taught there, I continued to use the 

library and take walks on campus. I did attend the historic 

opening of the new College Hall and was honored by AUB at the 

Great Scholar Teacher Awards in 1999. 

What did you do after you left AUB? 

After I retired , I had hoped to teach one or two classes as a pro

fessor emeritus but the then chairman of the History Department 

did not allow it, which in my opinion was because of an earlier 

conflict between us . No matter, because at the time I was going 

to teach at the University of Jordan; but then , unfortunately, my 

wife died of cancer. So I stayed in Lebanon and went on to 

teach at Saint Joseph University instead . 

I MainGat e Summer/Fall 2003 

During that period, I also traveled to Nigeria for conferences and 

was approached to become a visiting professor at two universi

ties there . I did not receive any pay, but got the use of a house , 

a servant, and drinks. The only money I needed was to fill my 

pipe with tobacco! 

I later taught at the Near Eastern School of Theology, but totally 

stopped teaching in 1991 at the age of 85 because my sons 

insisted that I take time out to turn my daily diaries into a book. 

So I wrote My Days, which is in Arabic. Since then I have con

tinued to write books and translate. Throughout my life , I have 

written 45 books in Arabic and six in English, translated 14 

books from English to Arabic, and published more than 100 

papers . I also conducted more than 2 ,000 interviews on televi

sion and radio . 

What impact has AUB had on your life? 

To begin with, AUB provided me with a platform that I could not 

have had in Jerusalem . AUB is still unique in that way. My col

leagues were very friendly and we would often do research 

together in the library. The faculty used to meet daily at 4:00 pm 

in the faculty room for tea, with the dean as host . Everything 

was beneficial about my experience at AUB . I made use of it 

and profited. 

Do you have something you would like to say to your former 

students? 

I am grateful to quite a number of students for their help and 

assistance in the library. I am also gratified that they accepted 

my view of things. I loved teaching-which is interesting, 

because I had what one would conside r a late start. I got my 

BA at the University of London at 32, then received my doctorate 

in 1950 at the age of 43. I didn't join academia early in life , as 

my parents died at a young age and I had to take care of the 

family. I suppose if I had been able to stay in Palestine, I would 

have become a secondary school headmaster. Instead, life took 

me to AUB. 



1940s 
Abdullatif Zein (former stu
dent '49), deputy in Lebanon's 

House of Parliament, received a 

prestigious award from the 
French Government in june, 

adding another worthy note of 
recognition to the statesman's 

long and distinguished record 
of public service. 

1950s 
Heratch 0. Doumanian (BA 
'53, MD '57) recently joined the 

staff of the St. Margaret Mercy 
Healthcare Center in Gary, 

Indiana. Board-certified in 
radiology, Heratch had served 

an internship at St. Bernard 
Hospital and Healthcare Center 

in Chicago following his med
ical training at AUB. He then 

completed his residency at the 

University of Chicago Hospital 
and also held a fellowship in 

cardiovascular radiology at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Fuad S. Farah (MD '54 and 

former faculty) was recently 
honored with the naming and 

establishment of the Fuad S. 

Farah Endowed Lectureship in 
Dermatology and Immunology 

at the State University of New 
York (SUNY) Upstate Medical 

Center. He joined the SUNY 

faculty in 1976, after having 
served as professor of dermatol

ogy at AUB. His career at the 
center has been illustrious; in 

addition to teaching and train
ing hundreds of medical 

students and residents, he 

served on a number of its com

mittees. Fuad also has 
published widely in journals 

such as Clinical Dermatology and 
the Annals of Internal Medicine. 
What he is most well known 
for, however, is his dedication, 

generosity, and compassion to 

students and patients. Fuad 

and his wife, Mona, have four 
children who all earned their 

medical degrees at SUNY 
Upstate. The Fuad S. Farah 

Endowed Lectureship in 
Dermatology and Immunology 

will be given annually to a 
national expert in those disci
plines. 

Farid I. Haurani (MD '53), 

professor emeritus of medicine 

and senior member emeritus of 
the Cardeza Foundation for 

Hematologic Research of 
j efferson Medical College at the 

Thomas Jefferson University of 
Philadelphia, was elected a 

member of the executive com
mittee of the alumni association 

of the college. Having complet
ed his medical residency and 
hematology fellowship at the 

college, he is considered a post
graduate alumnus. He was also 

appointed a member of the sci
entific program committee of 

the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia. This venerable 

institution, unique in the 

United States, was founded in 

1787. It houses one of the best 
medical and historical libraries, 
as well as the Mutter 

Pathological Museum, the Wood 
Institute for the History of 

Medicine, and the Koop 
Community Health Information 

Center. Among its various 
activities, it sponsors a series of 

lectures on current medical and 
paramedical problems. 

Sabah Nasr (BA '58) of 

Batroun, Lebanon, recently was 
awarded the Said Akl Award for 
her article, "Makalat Malikat," 

which appeared in An-Nahar 
newspaper. 

1960s 
Dr. Fuad Freiha (MD '66) has 

been called out of retirement by 

the Department of Urology at 
Stanford University to head its 

urology program at the Palo 
Alto Veterans Administration 

Medical Center. He is presi
dent-elect of the AUB Surgical 
Society of North America, and 

was also recently elected presi
dent of the Lebanese American 

Association. 

Samir Abou Samra (BE '68) 

was recently elected vice gover

nor of the 351 Lions District of 
Lebanon and j ordan by an over

whelming majority. A long-time 
supporter of AUB, Samra has 
been an active leader in the 

Mount Lebanon and 
Engineering and Architecture 

chapters of the AUB Alumni 
Association. 

1970s 
Nabil Atwah (BS '73, MD '75) 

of Westport, Connecticut, has 

been named head of surgery at 

Bridgeport Hospital. He joined . 
the hospital in 1991 as chief of 
its trauma center, and his con

tributions since then have led to 

Bridgeport Hospital's recogni
tion by the American College of 

Surgeons as Fairfield County's 
only Level One Trauma Center. 

Following his studies at AUB, 
Nabil completed specialty train

ing at the University of Texas 
Medical School and 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Hanna Hajjar (BE '75) writes 

that he was running for gover
nor of California, but pulled out 

of the race in August. To find 
out about his involvement in 

California politics, check his 
website. 
http://www.hanna4governor.com 

Anahid Kulwicki (BSN '76) 

was appointed director of the 
Wayne County Public Health 

classnotes 
Department in Wayne, 

Michigan. The area is home to 
many poor minorities and 

immigrants. In an interview 
with the Detroit News on May 

20 , Anahid expressed her hope 
that the department will 

become the leading health 
agency in Michigan, capable of 
providing an array of health 

services to the diverse popula
tion. Wayne County has one of 

the highest concentrations of 
Arab Americans in the United 

States, with 56,000 residents. 
Anahid, a registered nurse, has 
long been active as a healthcare 

provider and administrator in 

the community; she opened a 
teen clinic and an HIV/AIDS 
prevention program for Arab

Americans in Dearborn, 
Michigan. The department runs 

five health clinics that provide 
medical and dental services, as 

well as programs dealing with 
communicable disease control, 

immunizations, smoking cessa
tion, and hearing/vision 

screening. She is married, has 
two daughters, and notes that 

ever since high school she 
wanted to be a nurse. 

Najib Saab (BA '78) of Beirut 

recently received the United 

Nations Environment Program 
Global 500 Award for his break
through contributions to 

environmental issues and con
cerns through his Al-Biaa wal 
Tanmia magazine and its related 
initiatives. The Global 500 

Award is the UN's highest recog
nition for environmental work. 

1980s 
Suhayl Dhib-Jalbut (MD '80) 

was appointed chairman of the 
Department of Neurology at the 
University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New j ersey/Robert 

Wood johnson Medical School 
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on August l. Following his 
graduation from AUB, Suhayl 
received his neurology training 
at the University of Cincinnati 
Medical Center, and his neu
roimmunology training at the 
National Institute of Health. He 
was recruited from the 
University of Maryland in 
Baltimore, where he had been 
professor of neurology and 
research scientist at the 
Baltimore Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. 
Suhayl is widely published in 
the fields of neuroimmunology 
and neurovirology. His current 
research interest is understand
ing the pathogenesis of multiple 
sclerosis, the mechanisms of 
action of immune therapies in 
MS, and the interactions 
between the immune and nerv
ous systems. 

Maha Farhat (BS '84, MD '88) 
of Newtown, Massachusetts, 
joined the Pathology 
Department and medical staff of 
Emerson Hospital in Boston. 
Following her studies and resi
dency at AUB, she completed a 
residency and fellowship at 
Boston Medical Center. She is 
board-certified in pathology by 
the American Board of 
Anatomic and Clinical 
Pathology. 

Faysal el-Kak (BS '83, MS '85, 
MD '90), who is a lecturer at 
AUB's Faculty of Health 
Sciences, has been appointed by 
the World Health Organization 
as a member of its Regional 
Advisory Panel (RAP) for Africa 
and the Eastern Mediterranean. 
This is the first time someone 
from Lebanon has been 
appointed as a member of RAP. 
The WHO advisory panel is 
composed of a group of 12 to 
15 experts in reproductive and 

women's health issues in the 
African and Eastern 
Mediterranean regions. RAP 
meets once a year to discuss 
policies, review reports, and 
allocate funds to ongoing 
research projects, health cen
ters, and services related to 
reproductive health in the coun
tries of both regions. Faysal 
reports that panel members also 
undertake missions to supervise 
and assess the performance of 
reproductive health centers and 
research activities. 

Raja Nahas (BE '81) was 
appointed assistant vice presi
dent for development and 
alumni affairs at the Lebanese 
American University (LAU) in 
june. Previously he had been 
LAU's director of development 
and alumni affairs. 

Jim Reilly (History and 
Archaeology MA '80) is head of 
the Department of Near and 
Middle Eastern Civilizations at 
the University of Toronto. His 
book, A Small Town in Syria: 
Ottoman Hama in the Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Centuries, was 
published in 2002 by Peter 
Lang. It was his graduate expe
rience at AUB that stimulated 
Jim's interest in exploring the 
history of Bilad at-Sham in the 
Ottoman period. Jim and his 
wife, Sabah Ghazzawi, were 
happy to have been able to 
show their son Kamal around 
AUB's beautiful campus during 
their visits in recent years. 

1990s 
)ami! Bayram (BS '90 , MD '94) 
took a three-month leave of 
absence in April from Rush
Presbyterian St. Luke's Medical 
Center, where he is an emer
gency physician, to volunteer in 
Iraq with the International 
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Medical Corps. In an interview 
in the April 16 issue of the 
Chicago Sun Times, Jamil noted 
that while conditions in Iraq 
may be difficu lt and medical 
supplies and equipment in 
short supply, the corps was up 
to the challenge. "But there was 
a lot of improvisation," he said. 
The International Medical 
Corps is a not-for-profit , global 
organization that works with 
other humanitarian groups and 
NGOs to provide medical care 
and supplies, food and shelter, 
and to improve sanitation and 
living conditions. 

Bassem Safadi (MD '92) is cur
rently on the faculty of the 
Department of Surgery at 
Stanford University and is the 
director of its Minimally 
Invasive Surgery Fellowship. 
He is the secretary of the AUB 
Surgical Society of North 
America. He is married to Leila 
Kabalan (BBA '98) who is pres
ident of the AUB Alumni 

Northern California Chapter. 

Former Faculty and Staff 
Richard Bevis (Assistant 
Professor of English 1965-70) 
writes that in 1997, after 32 
years of full-time teaching, he 
retired from the English 
Department of the University of 
British Columbia. His wife, 
Vivian, who once taught art at 
International College, retired 
from her job teaching high 
school art at the same time. 
Since then Richard and Vivian, 
who reside in Vancouver, have 
embarked on many travels. 
Vivian has illustrated two books 
of children's poetry, and 
Richard continues to research 
and write academic books. 
Their daughter Linda and her 
husband, who are both pro
Palestinian activists in Seattle, 
are adopting a daughter from 
China later this summer. 
Richard and Vivian would wel
come hearing from former 
colleagues and students. 

Calling All North American MDs! 
It's Time for Class Reunions in 

the US! 
·MD Classes 1935 to 1998 • 

A strong energy has been brewing to hold a medical alumni 
reunion. Over 90 class representatives were nominated and 
are committed to making this event a success. The reunions 

will give alumni a chance to reconnect, make new friends. 
meet colleagues- and just have a good time. And some 

added incentive is that November is a fantastic time to be in 
New York City! 

So, join your fellow medical alumni at a special reunion breakfast 
during the AANA National Convention. We hope to see you there! 

To sign up please contact 
Rima Zaitoon 

Tel: 212-583-7661 
Fax: 212-583-7651 
rzaitoon@aub.edu 

MD Class Reunions Breakfast 
AANA 11th National Convention 

New York City 
8:00 am. Saturday, November 22 

New York Marriott East Side 



Remembering Najeeb Halaby, former AUB Chairman of the Board 
On july 2, 2003, Najeeb E. Halaby, former chairman of the AUB Board of 
Trustees and father of]ordans Queen Noor, died at his home in McLean, 
Virginia. He was 87. Halaby, a brilliant and distinguished international figure 
who was appointed an AUB trustee in 1973, became chairman of the board in 
1983, during the height of the civil conflict in Lebanon, when he used his 
international connections to help the University survive one of the most trying 
periods in its history 

Known by his friends as jeeb, Najeeb Halaby was born in Texas, the only child 
of a Syrian American father and an American mother. He attended Stanford 
University and the University of Michigan, and in 1940 received his law degree 
from Yale, after which he embarked on a life-long career closely connected to 
aviation. 

An avid flyer, Halaby first soloed when he was sixteen. He joined the US Navy 
as a fighter pilot in World War II, and went on to serve as a sky diver and a 
naval test pilot. He set a record when he made a high altitude flight to 46,900 
feet on the Bell YP-59, a development version of the first American jet-powered 
aircraft. Halaby subsequendy served in domains such as commercial aviation, 
law, education, human rights, and business. ln 1961, President john F. 
Kennedy appointed him head of the Federal Aviation Administration. He was 
the first Arab-American to rise to such a position in the US government. 
Under Halaby's daring leadership during his four-year tenure as administrator, 
drastic improvements were made to various avionics and commercial flight 
safety systems. Before deciding that skydiving should be federally regulated, he 
made a parachute jump himself. A strong human rights advocate, he spear
headed the FAA desegregation of all US air terminals. 

ln 1965, Halaby joined Pan American World Airways as a senior vice presi
dent, where he rose through the ranks to become its chief executive officer in 
1969 and its chairman in 1970. Despite the companys mounting financial dif
ficulties, coinciding with one of the worst slumps in the airline industry, Halaby 
launched Pan Ams first fleet of Boeing 7 4 7 s; and once again, he championed 
minority rights by insisting on equal opportunity and electing the first minority 
figure to Pan Ams board of directors. 

After leaving Pan Am, Halaby wrote a book, Crosswinds: An Ainnan~ Memoir 
(Doubleday, 1978), ran an international law practice, and headed a company 
that provided aviation technology to Arab countries--among them jordan, for 
whom he created an Arab air academy to train aviation personnel, including 
pilots and mechanics. 

The AUB Alumni Association of North America honored Halaby at its 2000 
Convention, held in Chicago, for his service to the University and his commit
ment to Arab-Americans and the Middle East. Queen Noor was the keynote 
speaker at the dinner held in honor of her father. 

Najeeb Halaby is survived by his wife Libby Cater, his son Christian, and his 
daughters Alexa and Lisa. ln 1978, Lisa Halaby married King Hussein and 
became Queen Noor al-Hussein of]ordan. 

ln commenting on Halaby's service to AUB, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
Richard A. Debs said, 'We are gready indebted to jeeb for his inspired leader
ship of the University during the gravest years of the war in Lebanon. His 

abiding commitment to the humanitarian mission of the institution, and its 
role as an international bridge of understanding between East and West was 

instrumental in assuring its continuing place as a leading center of learning in 
service to the people of the Middle East." 

H. Huntington Bliss, Son of One of AUB's Founding Families 

H. Huntington Bliss (seated) al his 1 OOth birthday on Apri/12, 2003 wilh his seven grandchil
dren (bach row) and Jour of his great-grandchildren (front row) 

On May 14, 2003, Huntington Bliss died in Medford, New jersey, soon after 
celebrating his 100th birthday. Born in Beirut, he was the son of HowardS. 
Bliss and Amy B. Bliss. His father and grandfather had been the second presi
dent and the founder respectively of the Syrian Protestant College, which in 
1920 was renamed the American University of Beirut. 

Bliss graduated from the Hill School in 1922, earned his BA at Amherst College 
in 1926, and received his MAin English Literature from Columbia University 
in 1929. Having concentrated on English literature in his graduate studies, he 
taught that subject throughout his life. The schools where he taught included 
the St. Louis Country Day School in Missouri; the American College of Sofia in 
Bulgaria; Damascus College in Syria, where he was also appointed the princi
pal; and lnternational College in Beirut, where he served as chairman of the 
English Department. ln 196 7, Bliss was awarded the Order of the Cedars of 
Lebanon. 

ln 1967 Bliss left Lebanon to live in Princeton, New jersey, where he spent his 
retirement years reading for Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, singing in 
the choir at Nassau Presbyterian Church, and serving as a member of the Old 
Guard. ln 1987, he and his wife moved to Medford Leas in Medford, New 
jersey, where he spent his days reading to the towns residents and singing in 
madrigals and with the Medford Leas Singers. 

Predeceased by his wife Persis, he is survived by three daughters, joan B. 
Wtlson of Hanover, New Hampshire; Margit B. Orange of Austin, Texas; and 
Alice B. Studebaker of Princeton, New Jersey; seven grandchildren, and ten 
great -grandchildren. 

Fuad Ishak Khuri, AUB's Pioneer Anthropologist 
After a long illness, Fuad Ishak Khuri died on May 4, 2003. He was 68. Typical 
of his diligent character, Professor Khuri had continued to work despite his fail
ing health. He persisted in conducting anthropological fieldwork to collect data, 
and when he was no longer strong enough to write his notes, his wife Sonia, an 
AUB graduate, would accompany him to write them for him. ln press now is 
his last and final book, Being a Druze, a study on the Druze community in Syria. 
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Khuri earned his BA and MA degrees from AUB and his PhD in social anthro
pology from the University of Oregon. He joined the AUB faculty as an 
insouctor in 1964 and by 1978 had risen to the rank of full professor, holding 
a tenured appointment. Professor Khuri served several terms as chairperson of 
the Departments of Sociology and the Department of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences during his 23 years of academic service to AUB. 

In 1987, when living conditions worsened during the war, Professor 
Khuri resigned his position at AUB and left Lebanon to settle in Reading, 
England, from where he helped his long-time friend and classmate Issam 
Fares in the management of the Issam Fares Foundation. After a five
year period as the foundation's director (1987-92), Khuri devoted 
himself entirely to academic research and lecturing. During his lifetime, 
he published 17 books and monographs, as well as some 40 articles on 
various aspects of Arab culture. 

Professor Khuri was a creative thinker and a provocative and original 
researcher, always genuinely seeking to resolve intellectual problems. His 
two early books, published by the University of Chicago Press-From 
Village to Suburb (1975) and Tribe and State in Bahrain (1980)- are con
sidered pioneering anthropological studies. In later works, he explored 
the minorities of Islam in radical and innovative ways-as in his book, 
Imams and Emirs (2002), which presents a novel discussion of state, reli
gion, and sects in !slam. 

Professor Khuri was a pioneer in exploring areas of Arab culture seldom 
addressed previously in a scholarly and coherent fashion. His more 
recent books serve as examples: The Body in Islamic Culture (2001), which 
investigates the concept of the body in Islam, showing how meanings 
and images concerning the human form influence religious and social 
attitudes; and Tents and Pyramids (1990) , which discusses games and ide
ology in Arab culture. 

Professor Fuad Khuri is survived by his wife Sonia, his daughter Sawsan, 
and his son Fawaz. 

Anwar Hakim (BA '48) died on june 19 in Chicago , Illinois. He was 
80. Born in Damascus, Hakim studied at AUB and in 1950 received his 
PhD in cellular and molecular biology from the University of Geneva in 
Switzerland. In the early 1950s, he taught for a few years at the 
University of California, Berkeley, but spent most of his professional life 
as a scientist. After marrying in Switzerland, he and his wife moved to 
England, where he conducted cancer research at the University of Leeds. 
Shortly after, they moved to Miami, Florida, where he worked for the 
Children's Memorial Hospital. In the early 1960s, Dr. Hakim was 
employed by the Armour Pharmaceuticals Company, for which he 
patented several drugs. For many of the years that followed, he was 
associated with the University of Illinois Medical Center, where he con
ducted cancer research, taught physiology, and trained future physicians. 
An active academic, Dr. Hakim contributed articles to numerous journals 
and participated in many conferences, even after his retirement. A hum
ble man who always avoided talking about his illustrious career, he used 
to jokingly say he "swept the halls of the Art Institute" for a living. 
Hakim is survived by his wife, Paula, a daughter, and a son. 

Reverend Assadour Sadakian (BA '37) died on july 8 in San Francisco. 
He was 96. A survivor of the Armenian genocide, he received his theo-
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logical education from the Near East School of Theology in Beirut while 
completing his BA in philosophy and theology at AUB. Reverend 
Sadakian married Angele Shnorhokian in 1941, after which he served as 
a pastor, principal, and teacher in Antioch, Lebanon, and Syria. ln 1975, 
the Sadakians moved to San Francisco. He is survived by his wife 
Angele and his five children, Avedis, Rosalie, Grace, jacqueline, and 
Hagop. 

Andre "Andy" Saliba (BS '57, MS '61), surrounded by his loved ones, 
lost a valiant fight to cancer on june 9, 2003, in San Francisco , 
California. Born in j erusalem, Palestine, Andy grew up in Lebanon, and 
after completing his studies at AUB, worked with the Plan Vert program 
of the Lebanese government. A lover and protector of nature, Andy 
contributed much to the natural beauty of Lebanon through his innate 
skills and broad experience in horticulture. The many assignments that 
took him abroad to other countries developed in him a keen interest in 
other cultures. He had an enduring passion for Italian music and was an 
ardent lover of sports and the arts. A wonderful husband to Nelly 
(Homsi), a great father to Paul and George, Andy truly touched the lives 
of all who knew him. He personified the ultimate definition of friend
ship-caring, giving, faithful , and totally selfless. His last thoughts were 
for all those he loved and would leave behind . . . and for the blessed beau
ty of Lebanon that had given him so much joy. Andy will be deeply 
missed by all. 

john Warren Smith (BA '59, MA '74) of Fort Collins, Colorado, died on 
May 8, 2003 , after a two-year struggle against cancer. He grew up in 
Colorado and served in the US Army from 1961 to 1963 in Amberg, 
Germany. Before and after his military service, he studied at AUB, where 
he earned his undergraduate and graduate degrees. He also pursued 
graduate studies at Colorado State University. After a year of teaching 
sociology and economics in Nebraska, Smith took a position in Iraq that 
involved developing more efficient crop and livestock production 
through improved irrigation systems management. This launched him 
on a life-long career that combined his knowledge of social structures 
and four languages with practical agricultural skills and agricultural tech
nology. Smith managed agricultural systems as a regional representative 
of ACDWOCA in the Middle East and North Africa. Over the last 20 
years, he consulted on USAlD projects in the Middle East and Africa, 
and in South and Southeast Asia. He will always be remembered by 
family and friends for his cheerful character and great love for playing 
and listening to tnusic. He is survived by his wife Marilou, two daugh
ters, and one son. 

Beatrice Taft (BS '47) died july 12, 2003, in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
After receiving her undergraduate degree at AUB, Taft continued with 
her studies to earn a nursing degree from the University of Chicago in 
1952, a degree in midwifery from the New York Maternity Center 
Association in 1953, and a masters in social science and education psy
chology from the University of Chicago in 1959. During her years of 
service in the nursing profession, she taught at or served as a nurse at 
Northwestern University, the University of Chicago, and the Yale 
University School of Nursing. She then became a professor in the 
Department of Nursing at Berea College in Kentucky; and finally, before 
her retirement, she was a professor at the School of Nursing of the 
University of Indiana. She was the widow of Markus Taft. 



AUB Wants to 
Hear from You! 
Send us your news and opinions. 

With AUBites scattered all around the world , it can be hard to stay in 

touch with fellow alumni and friends. Send your personal updates to 

the MainGate class notes section.lts an excellent way to share news 

within the AUB community: Have a new job? Recently married or 

welcomed a new baby7 Received any professional awards or honors7 

New publications? Planning for retirement? Spread the word-some 

of your classmates have probably been wondering what you have been 

up to for years. 

AUB would also like to hear what you think about MainGate. Tell us 

what kind of features you would like to read or not read . We want 

your feedback! 

Class notes and comments can be sent by e-mail to 

main ga te@a ub .e du . lb 

Or by regular mail to: 

American University of Beirut 

Attn: Office of Information and Public Relations 

PO. Box 11-0236 

Riad El Solh, Beirut 1107 2020 

Beirut, Lebanon 

or 

American University of Beirut 

Office of Communications 

3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 8th Floor 

New York City, NY 10017-2303 
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Our roots date back to 1867, when the hospital of the Facutty of· Medicine of the American University 
of Beirut consisted of just a few rooms in a rented building, and patients would sometimes pay th'e~ 
fees with basket~ of food. 

Over 135 years later, the American University of Beirut Medical Center has grown into a leading 
regional and comprehensive medical institution with a 420-bed hospital and extensive outpatients 
facilities. The Medical Center serves as a referral center for the entire Middle E11st and offers medical 
care based on standards set by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. 
With more than 220 attendmg physicians, the Medical Center and the Faculty of Medicine offer 
postgraduate training in specialty and sub-specialty medicine for 200 residents and interns. 
The Faculty of Medicine has consistently sent its medical students for residency and post-doctoral 
training to the best academic medical centers in the world. 

We pledge to expand our horizons and reach new heights as we continue to serve the medical needs 
of Lebanon and the region. 





Return Address 

Lebanon 
AUB Development Office 
PO Box 11-0236 
Beirut, Lebanon 1107-2020 

USA 
American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
8th Floor 
New York City, NY 10017-2303 




