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On AUB 
Two young women consider their experiences at AUB. MainGate commissioned these essays to 
provide insight into the lives of today's students. 

Welcome to AUB! 
Sense the excitement of new beginnings as MainGate tags along with new students on their 
orientation for the 2004-05 academic year. 

Destination Beirut! 
A Growing International Student Body Flourishes at AUB 
MainGate finds out how an AUB education launches an exciting course of self-discovery, especially 
for international students. 

Managing Student Life from A to Z 
From its base in West Hall, the Olfice of Student Affairs handles for 6,900 students a wide array of 
responsibilities dealing with student clubs, dormitories, athletics, counseling services, work-study 
jobs, career advising, and international students. 

The Power of the Press 
For 34 years, the student-run newspaper Ourlool, has scooped AUB news through hard-nosed 
reporting and lively debate. MainGate looks into how the paper is not only the vessel of AU B's 
student voice but is also freedom of speech in action. 

A Discerning Eye 
Nora Boustany (BA '74) has made a career of chronicling the wars and movements that shaped the 
Middle East for The Washingwn Post. Her beat since 1996 has been capturing the personalities of the 
Washington, DC diplomatic scene. MainGate meets the journalist who got her start at AUB. 

Views of a Lifetime 
The AUB benches, scattered across upper campus and framed by the wooded terraces, provide 
the most beautiful vistas of the Mediterranean. The "adopt a bench" campaign launched by the 
President'.s Club ensures the perpetuity of those special memories. 

The Accidental Author 
MainGate Coeditor Lynn Mahoney talks with Andrew Exum, author and first-year CAMES MA 
student. 

School of Rock 
Mohamad Hamzeh (BS '92, MS '00) and his band The Kordz have brought down the house for the 
last twelve years in Beirut clubs. MainGate discovers how much the former geologist rocks. 

Covering the Costs of Education 
Next to the backbone revenues of endowment, tuition, and fees that keep AUB running is the 
Annual Fund-a major source of the day-to-day cash flow support that helps balance the budget. 
MainGate finds out how the Annual Fund makes a difference. 
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~om The Editors 

The start of a new academic year always brings with it much excitement. 
Thousands of students converge on campus, with an upbeat gleam in their eyes 
revealing their eagerness to experience all the new academic and social possibilities 
that lie ahead. From the Main Gate to the Oval and beyond, in classrooms, labs, 
student centers, cafeterias, dorms, studios, and libraries, the entire University is sim
ply buzzing with activity. 

All alumni remember the month of October and their introductory days of study at 
AUB. They remember how much the University, with its hallowed halls and beauti
ful grounds, offered in providing a top-notch, career-paving education-the chance 
to explore different academic disciplines, delve into the arts, acquire critical think
ing, and develop the capacity for teamwork. And all agree that AUB is a place that 
gives young men and women the tools to chart their own course in life through a 
comprehensive student experience. 

Charting Your Own Course 

In this issue of MainGate, you'll learn about the personal impact of AUB from the 
perspectives of two young women: a 2004 graduate who is now studying for her 
PhD in the United States and another 2004 graduate who is working on her MA at 
AUB. Also in this issue, we did some investigative reporting on Outlook, the student 
weekly that many consider the number one source of finding out what's really going 
on at AUB. And from the Office of Student Affairs, we bring you a report on how 
much its busy staff is doing to fulfill their pledge of enriching student life, socially and 
otherwise. A photo essay on student orientation conveys the excitement of those 
first days on campus, vividly showing that a picture is really worth a thousand words. 

As each AUB student experience differs from the other, so do the varied personal 
and professional paths of alumni. We profiled celebrated Washington Post column
ist Nora Boustany (BA '75), who was quick to point out that her journalistic roots 
stemmed from the opinion pieces on feminism she wrote for Outlook. 

You'll also read about the new president of the Alumni Association of North America, 
May Rihani (BA '68), who has built a career that has taken her to nearly all corners 
of the developing world in support of the education of young girls. Her eommitment 
to girl's schooling is only rivaled by her dedication to AUB. 

Add to all that the piece about Mohamad Hamzeh (BS '92, MS '00), who headlines 
the Beirut-based rock band, The Kordz, which is enjoying tremendous success at 
home and abroad . Hamzeh talks about how his AUB student experience gave him 
his "voice." And we have to say that his love of "rock" is clearly genuine-as is evi
dent from his MS in geology. 

AUB is constantly evolving, and so is MainGate. Our sincerest thanks and good 
wishes go to Marcella Kulchitsky, who served as art director and designer for the 
first two volumes of MainGate. Marcella shaped the vision of the magazine with 
care and grace, enlivening our stories so creatively that alumni and friends around 
the world felt they were back on campus. The artistic reins of the magazine have 
now been handed over to Najib Attieh of the Office of University Publications. While 
you may notice a change or two in its future design, MainGate 's spirit will remain 
the same. We are grateful to Marcella for her countless late nights of hard work and 
warmly welcome Najib on board. 

Ibrahim Khoury and Lynn Mahoney 
Coeditors, MainGate 
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On "AUB Reflections: Kamal Salibi" 
(MainGate, Spring 2004, Vol. II No. 2) 

My friend Professor Kamal Salibi 's interview cannot be 

complete without mention of his musical talents, which were 

overlooked by writer May Farah. Just before he left to pursue 

his postgraduate studies in London , he wrote the musical 

comedy "Love and the Handbook," which was a delightful look 

at AUB campus life in the early 1950s. The musical focused on 

the true romantic relationship between Najwa and Kamal (not 

Salibi), who later became man and wife and still live in Beirut. 

I was proud to have been part of that effort by providing the 

piano-playing for all the catchy tunes that were penned by Dr. 

Salibi, who was in London at the time and missed the West 

Hall performances that were enthusiastically received by the 

fortunate audiences that attended. The songs remind us old

timers of those halcyon AUB days! Just ask Nabil Ashkar or 

Najwa Shaheen (Haffar). 

Cecil Asfour (BA '52) 
Dallas, Texas 

P.S. Could a revival of that musical comedy be in order?? I 

certainly hope so! 

I want to thank you for publishing the interview with Professor 

Kamal Salibi in the most recent issue of MainGate. When I 

saw the article and Professor Salibi's picture, it brought back 

so many memories of the various classes I had taken with him 

during my student days at AUB from 1980 to 1983. In fact , I 

have the best memories of this time and am most grateful for 

what I learned from the passionate lectures and discussions 

that took place in the courses of professors Kamal Salibi, Samir 

Seikaly, Tarif Khalidi, Marwan Buheiry, Samir Khalaf, Wadad 

Qadi, Rashid KhaJidi, and Erica Dodd. 

Specifically, I was moved by the question regarding what 

Professor Salibi thought his students would remember about 

his classes. And he mentions what I myself have kept from 

his classes: "the connection between history and geography." 

Professor Salibi had been to every corner of the Middle East 

and what he talked about in class, he could actually describe 

as an eyewitness. I remember his vivid descriptions of the 

landmarks of the Arab Muslim conquests, his meticulous 

descriptions of the location of the Crusader castles, and his 

explanations of the massive demographic changes in Asia 

Minor in the wake of the fall of the Abbasid empire. 

I am a teacher now in a private, college-preparatory school near 

Los Angeles and have made it a point to be able to describe to 

my students what I discuss with them . Hence, every summer, I 

try to take a road trip to a different region in the United States, 

To The Editors 

and I have found that it has helped me understand many of the 

topics I teach and has made my teaching vivid with examples. 

I owe that desire to feel the connection between history and 

geography to Professor Salibi. 

Thank you, Professor Salibi , for your dedication to scholarship, 

to your students, and to Lebanese history. I learned much in 

your classes and have enjoyed reading your books. Thanks also 

to MainGate for publishing this interview. 

Garine Zetlian (BA '83) 
Culver City, California 

On "A Changed Place" 
(MainGate, Spring 2004, Vol. II No. 2) 

I enjoyed very much reading the spring issue of MainGate, and 

I thank you for keeping alumni worldwide informed about AUB, 

through your glossy and elegantly illustrated magazine, not to 

speak of the excellent language and style used in presenting 

events. I read every article , but I enjoyed in particular reading 

the AUB News item "Reflections on a Presidency"; and as a 

father of two teenagers who are soon going to be attending 

college, I pondered on the article on the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences, "A Changed Place." 

It has been thirty years since I left AUB, but I have kept a vivid 

memory of the place that has marked my life so much. This 

year, I am going to realize a dream: I plan to visit campus in 

October 2004, as part of a business trip that will also take me 

to Amman, Jordan. 

In Morocco, it is not very common for people to look east for 

education, as many people instead look north to Europe, which 

is only 15 miles away. I was one of the few people who took 

a bold step that I never regret. Even today, I do not get as 

much chance to visit the countries of the Middle East as I do 

to visit Spain or France. You can understand why I could not 

make a single visit to Lebanon during those thirty years, apart 

from the fact that half of that period was marked by the civil 

war. Of course, I would have preferred attending one of those 

class reunions, but it will already be an accomplishment if I can 

meet in October some university staff and students and visit 

some interesting sites, such as the AUB farm where I spent six 

months of training in 1973. 

I look forward to visiting AUB. 

Abdelatif Belmehdi (BS Agriculture '74) 
Casablanca, Morocco 
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AUB News 

Johns Hopkins team at AUBMC 

Hopkins team on campus 

II MainGate Fall 2004 

Johns Hopkins Team Visits AUBMC 

The Johns Hopkins University (JHU) and AUB are in the process of reviving a his
torical relationship that dates back to the early 1960s. In May, a memorandum 
of understanding was signed between the two institutions; and recently, as a fol
low-up to that agreement, a delegation from JHU, headed by the chairman of its 
Department of Medicine, Dr. Myron Weisfeldt, visited AUB's Department of Internal 
Medicine from August 31 to September 4. Initiated by Dean of the Faculty of 
Medicine and Vice President for Medical Affairs Nadim Cortas, the visit was arranged 
to review issues of clinical and academic concern to JHU and the AUB Medical 
Center (AUBMC). Dr. Weisfeldt is one of the leading academic physicians in the 
United States and holds the prestigious William Osler Chair in Internal Medicine at 
Johns Hopkins. 

The JHU delegation included six members of its faculty, known for their expertise 
in clinical affairs, medical education, basic and clinical postgraduate training , and 
international academic programs. The visit consisted of several days of intensive and 
detailed review of the clinical , teaching , and research programs in all the sub-spe
cialties of AUB's Department of Internal Medicine. Presentations were made by insti
tutional leadership and by heads of the department's academic and clinical divisions, 
and interviews were conducted as well with trainees in the various departments of 
the Medical Center and the School of Nursing. 

Upon conclusion of the visit , the JHU team presented its initial report , which accord
ed high praise to the AUB Department of Internal Medicine. The review noted in par
ticular the excellence of the department's clinical care standards and the remarkable 
accomplishments in undergraduate and postgraduate medical education. The team 
also commended the high quality of AUB's basic and clinical research output which 
had been achieved despite the relative scarcity of research support , as compared to 
the support available at American academic medical centers but at the same time 
emphasized the need for further development in research activity. 

In May, a delegation headed by Dr. Kamal Badr, chairman of the AUB Department of 
Internal Medicine, visited the Johns Hopkins University. Together, the two visits have 
now laid the foundation for major collaboration in the areas of clinical development, 
research, education, and accreditation between the two institutions. Of note, the 
JHU Department of Medicine has been ranked by U.S. News and World Report as 
the number one department of medicine in America. 

AANA Summer Program Continues to Be A Success 

From July 5 to August 6, 35 young adults from North America between 16 and 23 
years of age, most of them children of AUB alumni , traveled to Beirut to study at 
AUB as part of the summer program cosponsored by the University and the Alumni 
Association of North America. Members of the group, who hailed from different parts 
of the United States including California, Virginia, Texas, Florida, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Ohio all lived on campus ... and loved it. Their mornings were studiously devoted to 
a full schedule of classes in colloquial and literary Arabic, the history of Lebanon and 
the Arab world, and archaeology. The afternoons, much more relaxing, were taken 
up with sightseeing, lectures, shopping, and visiting with relatives. And during week
ends the group toured the country, visiting the National Museum, Sidon , Byblos, the 



Jeita Grotto, the cedars of Lebanon, the Gibran Kahlil Gibran museum, the Roman 
ruins of Baalbeck, and other sites of interest. According to Wafa Abou Daher, assist
ant to the director of the Continuing Education Center and campus coordinator of 
the program, "The young people immensely enjoyed all the activities and experienced 
healthy rapport as a group throughout their stay." 

Danny Shebaclo of Texas, one of the summer program students, commented on how 
much he enjoyed the program: "I can safely say that this past summer has changed 
my life. I met people that in one month have become my closest friends ever; I have 
learned more about myself and who I am, and I have become more confident with 
who I am ... lt might seem that all I had was fun on this trip, but I learned a lot. 
I can 't believe how much my skills of reading and writing Arabic have improved. 
And I learned so much about Lebanon and its history through the great teachers 
at AUB. The program definitely helped me absorb the Lebanese culture, learn the 
language, meet the people, and make friends for life." 

Boston University Professor to Create an Oral History of AUB 

The Jafet Memorial Library's University Archives and Special Collections staff got to 
know Betty Anderson, assistant professor of history at Boston University, quite well 
this summer. She spent most of her days there researching the twentieth-century 
history of AUB for two books she plans to write. 

Anderson 's projects are quite intriguing. Her first book will cover the period from 
1920 to 1961 and examine the ideologies that emerged from the interactions 
between the AUB administrators, professors, and students. Her focus will be on 
Arab nationalism, Syrian nationalism, Nasserism, the Palestinian issue, and the influ
ence that AUB had on those ideologies and activities. Anderson's second book 
will look at student politics of the 1960s to the 1980s to show how and to what 
extent AUB students got involved in the many political movements of that period. 
Throughout both books, she intends to utilize AUB as a prism to reflect the socio
economic and ideological changes that took place in the Middle East in the twentieth 
century. 

Extending her work beyond library research, Anderson will also conduct interviews 
with AUB alumni and former faculty of the period and will turn over this "oral his
tory" to the AUB archives upon completion of her project. Anderson, in explaining 
the added benefits of this aspect of her research , said: "This oral archive will be of 
much value to AUB and to any researcher who comes after me. I also want to uti
lize the interviews in a more pro-active way. I see them connecting to the agenda of 
AUB's new Center for American Studies and Research. The men and women from 
the United States and the Arab world who passed through AUB's gates contributed 
much to the long-standing Arab-American relationship." Anderson also thinks the 
oral history archive would be of use to outreach programs at US elementary and high 
schools in providing information about the Arab and Islamic worlds. 

Anderson received her PhD in 1997 from UCLA in Middle Eastern History and is the 
author of National Voices in Jordan: The Street and the State, which will be published 
by the University of Texas Press in spring 2005. Alumni who graduated between 
1930 and 1989 and would like to share their stories of AUB with Anderson may con
tact her at banderso@bu.edu. 

AUB News 

AANA Summer Program students 

Boston University Professor Betty Anderson, who 1s 
compiling an oral history of AUB in the 20th century 
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AUB News 

Standing from left: 
Nicolas Khoury (AUB Business Student 
Society). Nadim Outry (co-first place 
winner), Maen Fadel (sixth place winner), 
Dr. Karim Rebeiz (AUB professor). Saad 
Azhari (Vice President of Bloom Bank), 
and Nathaly Challita (fifth place winner) 
Sitting from left: 
Nicolas Joun (second place winner), 
Wissam Mehsen (third place) and Ammar 
Qweider (co-first place winner) 

II M a i n Gat e Fall 2004 

New Margaret Weyerhauser Jewett Professor of Arabic 

As of this fall, Professor Ramzi Baalbaki will be filling the Margaret Weyerhauser 
Jewett Chair in Arabic (one of AUB's oldest endowed chairs). Baalbaki, who 
received his BA and MA in Arabic language and literature from AUB in 1973 and 
1975, earned his PhD from the University of London in 1978 in Arabic grammar and 
comparative semitics. He began his career at AUB as assistant professor that same 
year, became associate professor in 1983, and was promoted to full professor in 
1989. He has been a visiting professor and scholar at the University of Cambridge, 
the University of Chicago, and Georgetown University. He has also been active in 
service to AUB, as chair of Arabic (1990-93 and 1996 to the present), as an editor 
of AI-Abhath, and as associate dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences. 

An internationally recognized specialist in the study of Arabic grammar and the clas
sical grammatical tradition, as well as in classical and modern lexicography, Baalbaki 
has authored five books, most recently Grammarians and Grammatical Theory in the 
Medieval Arabic Tradition , and AI-Mawrid al-Akbar (with Mounir Baalbaki), both to be 
released in 2004 . He has also edited five critical editions of major grammatical and 
lexicography texts, two volumes of collected studies, and 48 scholarly articles. 

First Annual MBA Society BBAC Competition 

On May 19, the MBA Society of the Suleiman S. Olayan School of Business held an 
award ceremony for the best student paper entered in a competition sponsored by the 
Bank of Beirut & the Arab Countries (BBAC). After the three finalists, who had previ
ously been selected for their essays about the Lebanese banking sector, made oral 
presentations of their entries to a jury composed of AUB faculty members and BBAC 
executives, Camille Roumieh was voted the winner. 

BBAC representatives in the jury were Chairman Ghassan Assaf, Deputy General 
Manager Saad Andary, and Director of Marketing Maher Mezher. Representing the 
Olayan School of Business were Said EI-Fakhani, Karim Rebeiz, lmad Zbib, Nadia 
Shuayto, and Fawzi Malouf. Everyone agreed that deciding on the winner was not 
easy, since all three presentations were excellent. The competition will now be held 
annually. 

Workshop on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Technologies in the Region 

The Faculty of Engineering and Architecture and the Energy Research Group 
(ERG) conducted a specialized workshop from April 23 to 26, entitled "Regional 
Collaboration on Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Technologies," which was 
organized in collaboration with the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs Office of Citizen Changes. 

During the workshop's inaugural session, Lebanese Minister of Water and Electrical 
Resources Ayoub Homayed noted that energy management in Lebanon is in its early 
stages and that in developing energy management, awareness of energy consumption 
wi ll need to be promoted. 



Experts and researchers from various universities in the Arab countries, as well as 
from the United Nations Development Program and the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia, participated in the workshop. Its aim, according 
to Professor Nesreen Ghaddar, chair of AUB's Mechanical Engineering Department, 
was "to enhance sustainable energy development in the Middle East by strengthening 
the region 's educational capacity and fostering collaboration among universities." 

Yammine Conference Room Unveiled at 
Department of Internal Medicine 

On May 17, the plaque identifying the Joseph C. Yammine Library and Conference 
Room, which is housed in the Department of Internal Medicine, was unveiled. The 
ceremony was attended by President John Waterbury, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
and Vice President for Medical Affairs Nadim Cortas, AUBMC Director John Rhoder, 
and Chairman of the Department of Internal Medicine Kamal Badr, as well as by a 
number of medical faculty members. Mrs. Wafa Yammine, the widow of Dr. Joseph 
Yammine, traveled from London especially for the event and was joined by family 
members from the United States, the United Kingdom , and Lebanon. 

Dr. Joseph Chahine Yammine (1918-1985) graduated from AUB's Faculty of Medicine 
in 1942. He was one of three pioneers who went to Saudi Arabia in the 1950s to 
establish the Lebanese Hospital in Jeddah and the AI-Sharq Hospital in the Eastern 
Province. In the 1970s, Dr. Yammine established an endowed scholarship fund in his 
name for needy medical students at AUB. 

At the ceremony, Mrs. Yammine spoke briefly about her late husband, saying "Joe 
died in 1985 in London , away from his beloved Lebanon, after a long illness, but not 
before he had taught and showed us the values and goodness of life; and with God's 
blessing we are gathered here today to give back a little of what we have 
learned from him." 

The extensively renovated departmental library that now carries his name received 
unanimous praise. While retaining the aura of the department's academic history 
(particularly enhanced by the portraits of chairs dating back more than a hundred 
years) through the use of dark cherry wood and soft lighting, the Yammine Conference 
Room is equipped with the most advanced technologies available for scientific and 
web-based presentations and conferencing. 

Distinguished Honor for FAFS Dean 

The American Poultry Science Association during its annual meeting on July 25 in 
St. Louis, Missouri , honored Faculty of Agriculture and Food Sciences Dean Nuhad 
Daghir as one of four professors designated as a "Great Advisor." The award, initiated 
by the association several years ago, pays tribute to professors who have advised 
graduate students who have gone on to excel in the field and now occupy prominent 
positions either in industry or academia. During his teaching career, Dean Daghir has 
supervised over 45 graduate students, most of whom have moved on to the United 
States and received their PhDs. Several of Dean Daghir's former students were 
present for the occasion. The award plaque reads: "Honoring a Great Teacher, Advisor 
and Life Mentor - Dr. Nuhad J. Daghir." 

AUB News 

Opening ceremony of the workshop on energy 
efficieny 

Yammine Conference Room 

i 

T he Joseph C. Yammine 
(MD 1942) 

Library & Conference Room 

Department of Internal Medidac 
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AUB News 

British Ambassador James Watt 

Architecture Chair AI-Harithy at Creative Lebanon 

International Metabolism Expert Visits AUB 

The Nutrition and Food Sciences Department of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food 
Sciences hosted Keith Frayn, professor of human metabolism at the Oxford Centre for 
Diabetes, University of Oxford , during the week of July 19. 

During his stay, Professor Frayn gave several lectures to the AUB community, among 
them "The Whole is Greater than the Sum of the Parts, " "Regulation of Dietary Fat 
Storage," and "Insulin Resistance and the Concept of Metabolic Flexibility. " 

Department of Architecture and Design hosts 
Creative Lebanon Project 

"Creative Lebanon" is the title of a new project being hosted by the Faculty of 
Engineering and Architecture. It was organized by the British Council to develop a 
concept or model of Lebanese designs through the creation of films, exhibitions, and 
buildings in order to promote Lebanon internationally. 

The first phase consisted of a series of lectures given by 13 professionals on a variety 
of topics related to design. "Post-war Beirut is a hyper contemporary version of the 
capitalist city in a state of anarchy, a fantastic but terrifying product of Western influ
ences gone out of control ," said renowned Lebanese architect Bernard Khoury in one 
of the lectures. In another lecture, culinary artist Nicolas Audi talked about the manner 
in which creative recipes and the presentation of food are tools of expression. 

Lebanese designers between the ages of 25 and 35 were bought together and 
divided into groups to work on the creation of a prototype that promotes Lebanon as 
a modern innovative country. A jury, award ceremony, and exhibition will take place 
between October 9 and 12. The winning model will be shown at the London Design 
Festival in 2005. 

Send name, telephone, and address changes and updated employment information to: 

Office of Development 
American University of Beirut 
PO Box 11-0236 
Riad El Solh, 1107 2020 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Fax: +961-1-351706 

www.aub.edu.lb 

New York Office 
American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
8th Floor 
New York City, NY 10017-2303 

Fax: 212-583-7651 

You can also submit updates on-line at www.aub.edu.lb/~webdevpt/update.html 



Recently Published 

Saleh Said Agha , associate professor of Arabic and Near Eastern Languages, 

has recently published The Revolution Which Toppled the Umayyads-Neither 

Arab Nor Abbasid (Bri ll, 2003) . Agha reexamines the ethnic character of the so

called Abbasid revolution , whose effective constituency has been contested for over 

eight decades. The book also brings to question the authenticity of the Abbasid 

dynastic claim. To establish his dual thesis-that the revolution was neither Arab 

nor Abbasid-the author employs, in its three parts, three distinct methodological 

approaches. 

To reconstruct the secret history of the clandestine organization, part one elicits a 

narrative through a rigorous application of the historical-critical method. Part two 

subjects several prime-grade literary specimens to close textual analysis. In part 

three, a quantitative approach is adopted to study the demographic character of the 

formal structures of leadership within the organization. To construct his argument, 

Agha employs various disciplines and methodologies, such as history, historiography, 

heresiography, literature, narrative, textual analysis, and the quantitative approach. 

Professor Ramzi Baalbaki , professor of Arabic and Near Eastern Languages, has 

produced a volume, Grammarians and Grammatical Theory in the Medieval Arabic 

Tradition (Ashgate Publishing, 2004), as part of the Variorum Collected Studies Series 

of Ashgate Publishing. This work brings together 18 of Baalbaki's articles on Arabic 

grammatical tradition, thematically arranged to reflect the author's long-standing 

passion for his discipline. The articles, which originally appeared in top international 

journals, highlight the central position that Arabic grammar enjoys within the wider Arab 

culture and closely examines the analytical methods of the medieval Arab grammarians. 

The essays offer new perspectives on the author's most authoritative work on Arabic 

grammar, the Sibawayhi 's tome or Kitab, and on the relation between grammatical 

study and other areas of linguistic enquiry, such as Qur'anic readings and stylistics. 

They also analyze the techniques that Arabic grammarians employed in order to 

explain and rationalize the usage of grammar and incorporate within their system 

the vast body of dialectal material that the corpus of Arabic comprises. Baalbaki 

brings to light the peculiarities of the Arabic grammatical system of analysis. In so 

doing, he examines several aspects of a revered legacy that forms the backbone of 

contemporary teaching of grammar in the Arab world. 

Nadia Maria El Cheikh, former director of the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern 

Studies and associate professor of History and Archaeology, authored Byzantium 
Viewed by the Arabs (Harvard University Press, 2004), which was distributed in 

September. The book studies the Arabic-Islamic view of Byzantium, tracing the image 

of Byzantium through centuries of warfare, contact, and exchanges. El Cheikh utilizes 

previously unattainable sources to illustrate the impact of Byzantium on Arab civilization 

and culture. The image of Byzantine culture in the Our'an, from its outset until the fall of 

Constantinople in 1453, is presented in a few themes. The author demonstrates that 

Byzantium is viewed as complex, non-monolithic, and self-referential. The book also 

presents the schemes medieval authors employed to reinterpret aspects of their own 

history, self-definition , and worldview. 
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Campaign Update 

Munir Abuhaidar 

The 
Abuhaidar 

Neuroscience 
Center 
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A Father's 
Legacy, 
A Son"s 
Dedication: 
The road to success can be long and 
tiring-which is what the father of 
alumnus Munir Abuhaidar (BA '49) literally 
experienced firsthand. lbrahim Abuhaidar 
was born in Hammana, Lebanon, in 1880 
to Shedid Abuhaidar and Barbara Nasr. 
With no secondary education available in 
the village, lbrahim joined the school in 
Souk El-Gharb, walking twenty kilometers 
home every weekend. 

The long distance did not deter Ibrahim 
Abuhaidar's pursuit of an education. Upon 
completing his high school studies, Ibrahim 
journeyed to the city where he attended the 
American University of Beirut, earning his 
degree as a medical doctor in 1904. He then 
served as a medical officer in the Sudan and 
Egypt. In 1915, he married Marie Farhat, 
and in 1920, with four children in tow, 
Ibrahim Abuhaidar returned to Hammana, 
where he established a medical practice and 
became mayor of the village, a position he 
held for forty years. 

Ibrahim and Marie had nine children in 
all , five girls and four boys. At the time, 
AUB was not yet coeducational, so only the 
boys could enroll. The first to attend the 
University was George, who obtained an 
MS in chemistry in 1939. Upon graduating, 
George joined his alma mater, where he 
taught chemistry before becoming head 
of the AUB Medical Laboratory. In 1941 , 
son Fuad obtained a BA and became a 
businessman, running companies both in 
Lebanon and abroad. Then came Najib, 
who earned his BS in 1944 and his MD 
in 1948, after which he traveled to the 
United States where he specialized in 
endocrinology and metabolism. In 1955, 
Najib returned to AUB as head or the 
Department of Endocrinology in the Faculty 
of Medicine. In 1963 , he was elected mayor 

of Hammana and served as Lebanon's 
Minister of Education in 1971. 

Son Munir had spent most of his summers 
as a teenager accompanying his father 
on house calls in Hammana and the 
neighboring villages. He graduated with 
a BA in 1949, and in 1953 he joined 
ARAMCO before moving on in 1955 to 
found Trans-Mediterranean Airways, which 
became known as the largest cargo airline 
in the world. Of the next generation of 
Abuhaidars, nine attended AUB. 

Needless to say, without the existence of 
AUB, the Abuhaidar family history would 
have been quite different. ln recognition of 
the bond between the Abuhaidar family and 
AUB, as well as the University's important 
role in Lebanon and the Arab world and 
its pioneering work in medicine, Munir 
Abuhaidar is making a very generous gift to 
AUB for the establishment of the Abuhaidar 
Neuroscience Center. 

The Abuhaidar Neuroscience Center will 
be the first such comprehensive treatment 
center in the Arab world. Its facilities will 
be housed on the fourth Ooor of the AUB 
Medical Center and on the third 0oor of 
Building 56, as well as in the Basic Sciences 
Research Laboratory. 

The Abuhaidar Neuroscience Center will 
concentrate on the treatment of a wide 
variety of neurological specialties, including 
strokes, neuro-oncology, Parkinson's 
disease and movement disorders , multiple 
sclerosis, Alzheimer's disease and dementia, 
epilepsy, spine, headache and pain, as well 
as pediatric neurology. The center's facilities 
will include offices for the administrative 
staff and for faculty members and their 
support staff, as well as outpatient clinics, 
four neurosurgical operating suites, a brain
imaging unit, a sleep-moniLOring unit , 
clinical neurophysiology labs, conference 
rooms, and a library. In addition, it will 
provide an inpatient wing with 32 beds, 
including six in the Neuro-lntensive Care 
Unit. The psychiatric unit , located in 
Building 56, will have both an outpatient 
unit as well as an inpatient unit with 12 
beds. Work in the Basic Sciences Research 
Laboratory will include the 
establishment of a bioinformatics/ 
clinical informatics program. 



AUB Alumni: 
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Join in the Celebration! 
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elections and reminded me that they were all about voting for 
one's friends. 

After experiencing Nicely Hall, SRC elections, registration, and 
final exams for myself, Hassane lost much of his charm . I had 
become a university student like he was and the intellectual 
appeal of his great fondness of Saadallah Wannous paled before 
the great array of intellectuals that I came to discover: Marxists, 
lovers of Jane Austen, devotees of Sartre's existentialism, admirers 
of Mahmoud Darwish's verses-I even discovered a fan of Spinoza. 
The College Hall hallway ceased to be a strategic location for 
checking out the bench in front of the Visitors Bureau. It became, 
rather, a romantic spot for reading on Sunday evenings after Jafet 
Library closed. 

I had chosen political studies as a major precisely in order to be 
able to read and think about ways to eradicate the miseries of 
the world. My math schoolteachers had wanted me to do a CCE 
degree at AUB and my parents presented business, computer 
science, and economics as possible choices. Even a political 
science professor, who eventually quit his position , advised me to 
go for engineering, a more promising way to find an economically 
viable job in the future. But l had enough of overn ights, 
electromagnetic fields, and people's expectations; there was 
something relieving about choosing a major commonly thought to 
involve little stress. 

lt is the obsession with science that has led to the common 
assumptions of political science being a study of the inexact, 
the subjective, and the whimsical. The lecturer inaugurated my 
Statistics 201 course, a requirement for BA majors, by saying: 
"Don't be afraid of numbers, numbers are not scary." Interestingly 
enough, there were only two guys in the class, among some 
twenty girls. One of them never ca me to class. The other saw 
fit to present himself as the class "calculator," perhaps his way 
of separating himself from the assumed non-numerical female 
atmosphere. 

The alleged whimsicality of political science, its lack of scientific 
austerity, was actually a pleasure. I was so happy to pile up books 
on the table in front of me at Jafet library, scanning, surveying, 
reading, when the biology student next to me would be trying to 
study the 1,000-page textbook, highlighting important sentences 
here and there and always ending up highlighting most of the 
textbook. 

That political science was "subjective" meant that for many a 
challenger (often from the sciences), it was all a matter of using 
nice sentences . 1t is true that, in a few cases, 1 earned good grades 
for essays I thought were little more than exercises in futility. ln 

other cases, the "subjective" cou ld be rather antagonizing. For 
my politics in Lebanon course, I went as far back in history as 
1831, writing about Ibrahim Pasha's invasion of Syria and its 
impact on Lebanon for my term paper. This topic, I deliberated , 
allowed me to evade a direct confrontation with the professor's 
deep-seated political stances, which clashed frustratingly with my 
whole political and social background. I admit now that this was a 
cowardly thing to do. 

These cases notwithstanding, I grew to discover that the greatness 
of political science was that it was a study of the possible , the 
better, the engaged. This became clear to me when I took a 
course on the Middle East, in which the professor not only 
showed how a systematic and rigorous study of this region 
was possible, but also how such a study could suggest ways of 
improving the region and the lives of its people. Since then, I 
have found a new a posteriori justification for my choice of a 
major, arguing that PS combines the best of theory and practice, 
allowing me the two options of theoretical deliberation and 
political activism. The latter was already being pressed on me 
through my contribution to Outlook , where one's words took on 
unexpected echoes of both strong approbation and expressions of 
extreme dislike. I was also drawn to the importance of political 
engagement through my daily walk in front of West Hall between 
the stands of student clubs and the persistent distribution of 
leaflets. 

Political engagement at AUB sometimes acquired quite predictable 
forms. That the slogan "Freedom, Sovereignty, and Independence" 
would be repeated by some students gathered on the Main 
Gate stairs every Independence Day became a mainstay of life 
on campus. But it also had less predictable manifestations. An 
anonymous leaflet with the title "Miaou" was distributed once, 
mocking concern for the cats on campus in light of the primacy of 
such issues as Israeli military threats to the region. I also received 
an e-mail lately from a friend who said that she had staged a 
"coup" in the Women's Rights Club, since it was said to have been 
controlled by Islamists, and she invited me to join. Predictable or 
unpredictable, student activism made AUB often more charming 
outside the classrooms than it was inside. 

Discussing our plans for the future, my sister Zina and I agreed 
that our parents had made a good decision in not allowing us to 
apply for undergraduate study abroad and thus restricting our 
options to AUB. Had we left, we hypothesized, we might never 
have had experienced the sense of belonging to this part of the 
world that AUB magically manages to foster, despite the high 
walls that separate it from its environment. It is true that, as I 
think about my departure for graduate studies in the US, I only 
think about it as a temporary departure, a loaded route that will 
only lead back home, back to Beirut and, inescapably, back to 
AUB's breezy evenings. 
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Me, Myself, and AUB 
Natalia Geha (BA '04, expected MA '06) 

Sitting at the reception desk at the dmms where I live and work, I 
wait and listen. I wait as the long hours of my duty pass slowly by. 
1 listen to the minute hand of the clock on the wall ticking loudly. l 
also listen to the girl sitting next to me. 

By working at the dorms, 1 don't only become acquainted with the 
residents, but with their problems as well. These problems, that 
almost all AUB students share, are only a part of what one can 
call "student life." But when one thinks about what the other part 
of student life constitutes, the problem part is almost completely 
forgotten . 

To me, coming to AUB was a whole new experience. l was entering a 
small community rich in different nationalities, religions, and cultural 
backgrounds. Because of this diversity, 1 learned the meaning of three 
simple words: respect, tolerance, and friendship. No, AUB is not only 
an academic institution. It indirectly teaches its students what is not 
found in books. 

After living for several years in a homogeneous environment that 
lacked the kind of diversity found i.n AUB, I thought it would be 
hard to adjust at first. l felt like a kid changing schools, but it didn't 
take me long to find out I was wrong. 

Different circumstances can help a student blend in with what this 
university provides. My first advantage was the dorms. Leaving home 
and living alone in a building full of strangers is not easy for many 
students. Gradually, however, the building becomes a student's second 
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home and those strangers become friends. By the end of my first year 
at AUB, l found myself preferring to live on campus, even though l 
had the chance to stay at home. I do not intend to over-generalize 
here, since I can easily admit that AUB's dormitories are not perfect 
and that many residents prefer other lodgings. However, for me, that 
was not the case. l discovered on-campus life provided me with a 
home, friends, safety, and most important of all, happiness. 

Students who do not live on campus fail to make full use of on
campus benefits. The first thing most do once they set foot on 
campus is to look for activities that suit their taste and lifestyle. Some 
participate in sports, others seek to become student representatives, 
and many register in clubs and societies. To me, enrolling in such 
activities was one of the ways in which I became more involved in 
campus life, made more friends, and was helped to forget some of 
my problems as a student. 

Becoming an active member of the English Student Society was my 
first step when I set foot in the English Department. There, I learned 
how to organize a variety of events and activities. Getting a job at the 
dorms as a resident assistant taught me how to interact and deal with 
people of different backgrounds. lt helped me learn how to make 
decisions and on what to base them. Writing for Outlook gave me a 
chance to express myself. 

Fortunately, AUB is an institution that welcomes self-expression and 
constructive criticism. Unfortunately, many students are not aware 
of that fact. It is quite common to hear students complaining to 
one another about the problems they are facing at the University, 
whether related to academic issues, financial aid, finding a student 
job, or other such matters. However, it is very rare to find students 
actually expressing themselves directly to the sources of their 
problems. While the AUB student representative committees play a 
very important role in helping students solve problems, they cannot 
do it all. This is where the role of the individual comes in. Students 
should express what is on their minds, but at the same time avoid 
offending anyone in the process. Outlook was my channel of self
expressi.on. But this does not mean that it is the only way. If a 
student talks, there will be someone to listen; but if a student keeps 
quiet, his/her problems will stay hidden and will not be solved. After 
writing in Outlook about a problem I faced at AUB, l was told that 
I could have expressed myself orally as well. I did not know that. 
Neither do most of the students. 

My aim in this article is not to supply facts, but to give my opinion 
on certain things. My purpose is to show how involvement in 
student life at AUB can change a person. Whether it is noticed or 
not, this change does happen. Try reflecting on the years spent at 
AUB and on how much you have gained from them. I know I have 
changed a lot. 

In their mission statements, every academic institution claims that 
it aims to graduate its students as well-rounded individuals. One 
cannot expect AUB to be picture perfect, but it is up to each 
and every student to participate in helping it achieve the .,/'''\. 
mission goals it strives to reach. ;,,. ··' 





Freshmen crowd Assembly Hall for orientation lectures 

Above: Making new friends at orientation breakfast ,n new cafeteria New students pick up name tags and information booklets 





Destination 
Beirut! 

A Growing International Student Body Flourishes at AUB 

MainGate finds out how an AUB education launches an exciting course of self-discovery, 
especially for international students. 

Nawf AI-Bassam 

Nawf Al-Bassam, who is from 
Saudi Arabia, finished her 
freshman year in June. "I hated 
being at AUB at first," she says. 
"I even thought of transferring. 
It wasn't at all what I expected 
college to be like. Now I love 
it so much that I plan to go to 
summer schooJI" 

When asked why she chose 
AUB, Nawf gives several reasons. 
"AUB is a credible institution. It 
is respected around the world. 
Being at AUB is also a way to 
hold on to my Arab identity 
That's important to me." She 
also talks about the speci_al 
feeling she gets knowing that her 
mother and grandfather, both 
AUB alumni, once took classes 
in the same classrooms and 
walked along the same paths 
through campus. "I didn't know 
my grandfather, but being here 
gives me a living link with him." 

Nawf is one of the growing constituency of international students 
at AUB (which in these days of Western travel restrictions is 
understandably composed mostly of students from the Middle East 
region). Their reasons for enrolling at AUB are as varied as the 
countries they hail from. They come to receive a superior liberal arts 
education not available in their home country, or to strengthen their 
ties to the Middle East, or to attend their parents' or grandparents' 
alma mater, or to enjoy an adventurous educational experience. 
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An international student body is nothing new at AUB. For many 
years, the University has been attracting students from countries 
throughout the world. Prior to the Lebanese civil war, almost 
40 percent of AUB's students came from countries other than 
Lebanon. This was due in part to the USAID Point Four Program, 
whose assistance made it possible for thousands of men and 
women from the region to study at AUB. This program ended 
twenty years ago. 

Many who were at AUB during that time will tell you now how 
magical those years were. They remember how much they learned , 
not only in the classroom , but also from their fellow students who 
came from throughout the region and often from very different 
socio-economic backgrounds. Although the University has not 
regained the diverse student body that it lost during the Lebanese 
civil war, there has been significant change in recent years. Salim 
Kanaan, AU B's director of admissions, points out that of AUB's 
5,500 students in 1998, 17 percent were from the region, while 
in the past year (2003-04) 19 percent of its 7,000 students were 
from the region. Although this represents only a modest increase 
in percentage terms, the numbers actually add up to an absolute 
increase of 42 percent. 

According to Kanaan, the increase in the number of international 
students is no accident. "We have worked hard to get the 

Looking back at her first year at AUB, Nawf 

Al-Bassam laughs, "I have changed. I have 

learned to be more tolerant of people. I feel 

that my experience here has been much more 

enriching than if I had gone to a university in 

the United States." 



message out that we welcome students from other countries," 
he says, mentioning the improved marketing materials, the 
regular visits to more than 90 schools in the region, and the 
improved communications as some of the ways in which he and 
his colleagues have been sending out that message. He explains 
that offers of admission are now being made earlier, in March 
instead of July, as was the case just four years ago. In addition, 
the University's decision to combine the Offices of Financial Aid 
and Admissions in 2001 served to streamline and improve the 
admissions process. "Financial aid offers are now being made within 
one month of the offer of admission. Also, financial aid is now 
available for students during the first year. In the past, this was not 
the case." 

For many international students, the experience of studying 
abroad often launches an exciting course of self-discovery. Nawf 
says her career plans now are very different than they were a year 
ago. "I came to AUB with the plan of majoring in engineering and 
took a bunch of physics and math courses in my freshman year. 
Then I happened to take this amazing philosophy class." She has 
now abandoned her plan to become an engineer and hopes to do a 
double major in philosophy and political studies. As she explains 
it: "The Arab world is saturated with technical people. We need 
more thinkers. We need think tanks, where people can talk about 
ideas." Looking back at her first year at AUB, Nawf laughs, "I 
have changed. I have learned to be more tolerant of people. I feel 
that my experience here has been much more enriching than if I 
had gone to a university in the United States." 

Nathan Train, who is from the United States, is another 
international student who chose AUB instead of a university at 
home. He explains that he was interested in studying the politics 
of the Middle East in the Middle East, and quickly adds, "My 
decision to come was tremendously facilitated by the University's 
graduate assistantship program, which covered my tuition. 
Although l don't think AUB's level of graduate funding can compete 
with graduate student funding at universities in the United States, 
it nevertheless was a crucial factor that allowed me to study here." 
Happy to be here, he finds the classes and professors very engaging 
and says, "You can really capitalize on the small class environment." 

Nate comments that AUB should do more to "push its students 
to learn the regional languages well and do the primary hands
on research on the region that someone in Britain or the United 
States can't do. If AUB made it easier for its students to conduct 
primary research here and publish their work, it would not 
only be an invaluable contribution to scholarship, but would 
also substantially enhance the University's academic profile." 
Although a number of international students have found Lebanon 
a frustrating place in which to learn Arabic, some of them have 
succeeded in pursuing their research interests at AUB. 

Joyet Beyene is one of those students. Joyet, who recently 
presented a paper at an AUE-sponsored conference entitled City 
Debates 2004, explains, "I chose to study at AUB because of my 
interest in the Urban Planning Program of the Department of 

Architecture and Design, where 
I could undertake this type of 
research in a country that was, 
and still is, undergoing postwar 
reconstruction. Additionally, I 
wanted to study in Beirut because 
of its proximity to Eritrea, which 
is where my family is originally 
from. I eventually want to 
practice urban planning in 
Eritrea, which, like Lebanon, is 
currently in a phase of postwar 
rebuilding." 

A number of international students 
are affiliated with the Center for 
Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 
(CAMES), which is now the home 
base for 34 masters students, a 
dramatic increase from the 17 
students who were with CAMES 
in 2000-01. Jacob Mumm of 
the United States, one of these 
students, says that he came to 
AUB to learn more about the 
Middle East. 'There are not many 
places where one can study the 
politics and economics of the 
Middle East within the context of 
the Middle East. There are even 
fewer places where this study is 
available in English and where the 
end result is a recognized degree. 
People all around the world know 
AUB. Anyone worth talking to 
about the Middle East recognizes 
its importance as an academic 
institution." 

Joyet Beyene 

Jacob Mumm 

CAMES student Jacob Mumm explains that he 

came to AUB to learn more about the Middle 

East. "There are not many places where 

one can study the politics and economics of the 

Middle East within the context of the Middle 

East. There are even fewer places where this 

study is available in English and where the 

end result is a recognized degree. People all 

around the world know AUB. Anyone worth 

talking to about the Middle East recognizes its 

importance as an academic institution." 

MainGate Fall 2004 m 



Steve Mcinerney 

Steve Mclnerney, who hails 
from the US, is another CAMES 
student who came to the 
University to study the Middle 
East. Steve, who spent several 
years in Qatar and Egypt before 
coming to AUB, has "been very 
pleased by the number of good 
professors here. I've found quite 
a few professors in political 
science, history, and sociology 
who are outstanding; they are 
extremely knowledgeable in their 
areas of expertise and, as such, 
serve as excellent mentors in the 
field of Middle East studies." 

When asked what he enJoys about being at AUB, Abdulrahman 
Al-Gosaibi is also quick to mention his professors and the special 
relationship he enjoys with a number of them. Abdulrahman, a 
Saudi Arabian who earned his undergraduate degree in engineering 
from Boston University, is enrolled in AUB'.s MBA program. "l came 
here in spring 2003 in part because l was hearing stories from a 
number of my friends that circumstances in the United States were 
not as comfortable for Arabs as they had been. l wanted to be in a 
place where l could feel relaxed. " Although political circumstances 
inOuenced his decision to come to AUB, Abdulrahman has no 
regrets. "If l had known then what I know now, AUB would be my 
first choice." He says that the University has an excellent reputation 
in Saudi Arabia and points to a number of AUB alumni who hold 
prominent positions in the country. 

Abdulrahman notes that Lebanon is unique in the Arab world and 
so much more culturally diverse than Saudi Arabia. He wishes, 
however, that there was more student diversity at AUB than there is. 
"This is something l really liked at Boston University," he explains. 

"Everywhere you looked, you would see people from different parts 
of the world talking to each other, being together. I feel we can all 
benefit enormously from this type of multi-cultural environment." 

Abdulrahman AI-Gosaibi 
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Sali Baalbaki, a landscape design student, is an individual who 
personifies diversity: her father is Syrian, her mother is German, 
and she lives in Jordan. "! have wanted to come to AUB since l 
was 14 years old," she says. Baalbaki, who feels at home at AUB, 
is spending the spring semester at the Agricultural Research and 
Education Center (AREC) in the Beqa'a working on implementing a 
landscape design project of her own creation. 

Dean Huda Zurayk of the Faculty of Health Sciences agrees that 
there are advantages to having a diverse student body. She notes 
with pride that the facu lty's graduate programs are now attracting 
students from Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. The availability of external 
funding from the Ford Foundation , the Wellcome Trust, and the 
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development has played an 
important role in increasing the number of regional students. 
Zurayk explains that the faculty is training its students to work 
throughout the Arab Middle East and not just in Lebanon. "We 
are working to increase our regionality in many ways: through 
research and by attracting more students from the region to our 
programs. Having a more diverse student population enhances 
the learning process," she says. "When students come from very 
different backgrounds, they bring their experiences with them to 
the classroom and, as a result , all of our students benefit. " 

Although international students are drawn to AUB for a variety 
of reasons, it seems that they all share an appreciation of living 
in Beirut and Lebanon. Baalbaki says, "I love the country, the 
freedom, and the whole atmosphere here. " Nate describes Lebanon 
as a "great place to live." Abdulrahman agrees: "Beirut is a fun city." 

Looking toward the future, Kanaan believes that more could 
be done to attract international students to AUB. "We are the 
only university in the region that requires the SAT l (Verbal and 
Mathematical Reasoning) test. This requirement discourages some 
students from applying to AUB," says the director of admissions. 
In addition to the fact that it is sometimes inconvenient for 
international students to arrange to take the SAT I exam, many 
are also reluctant to take it because it puts them at a competitive 
disadvantage. Kanaan points out that many universities in the 
United States do not require international students to take the 
SAT l test. They use other criteria to evaluate international 
students such as class rank, school grades, student essays, type 
of degree, difficulty of the program, personal interviews , and 
recommendations. 

Kanaan also notes that some AUB programs that have been designed 
to meet Lebanese requirements are not attractive to some students 
from the region. For example, the bachelor's of engineering (BE) 
degree at AUB is a five-year program for entering sophomore 
students (although many students complete the program in four 
years by attending courses during the summers). Kanaan explains 
that many countries in the Gulf are reluctant to incur the additional 
cost of sending their students to do a five-year 175-credit BE degree 
at AUB when they could complete the BS degree (120 credits) in 
four years in Canada or the United States. 



Director of Admissions Salim Kanaan will 

tell you that the increase in the number of 

international students is no accident. "We have 

worked hard to get the message out that we 

welcome students from the region." 

For many international students, cost is a prohibitive factor. 
Although AUB has tripled its financial aid awards over the last 
four and a half years, the demand remains much greater than the 
supply President John Waterbury is quick to point out that the 
single largest component of the University's current Campaign for 
Excellence drive is the $15 million that has been earmarked for 
fin ancial aid . Kanaan applauds these efforts. "Although we have 
seen a good increase in the number of regional students, there are 
many more out there who are interested in coming to AU B." 

Caroline Chalouhi , the coordinator of lnternational Student Services 
at AUB, hopes that more of those students will come to AUB. 
"Their presence on campus strengthens our ties with Arab 
and Gulf alumni," she says, "and they add much to the ./''\: 
diversity and richness of student life at AUB." ' ,., 

International students visiting the temples Baalback 

International Student Services 
The mission of International Student Services (ISS) is to enhance the image, visibility, and reputation of the American University of Beirut as an inter

national institution; to evaluate the University's outreach and support programs for international students; and to promote a culturally diverse learning 

environment where students are challenged to understand empathetically, live cooperatively, and act responsibly in a constantly changing global 

atmosphere. All AUB international students should register with ISS upon arrival. The ISS is the first place the newly arrived international student 

should come for information on any non-academic matters affecting international students. ISS provides orientation, airport shuttles, counseling, 

advising, referral and visa services especially concerning the Lebanese residence permit, cultural adaptation and the vital needs in helping obtain 

their educational objectives. In addition to international student advising, ISS also serves all AUB students with advice and resources for study 

abroad opportunities out of Lebanon. Under the ISS umbrella, is the AUB Ambassador Program. 

The AUB Ambassador Program fosters greater understanding and appreciation of different cultures through the establishment of a friendship 

between an incoming AUB international student and a current AUB student. International students are matched with an AUB Ambassador. They do 

not live with this person, but instead enjoy the companionship and guidance that such a volunteer can offer. The Ambassador Program helps new 

International students adjust to and understand the campus and community culture during their first time at AUB. Once students are matched with 

ambassadors, they choose the activities they want to do. For example, they may wish to visit museums together or meet for dinner or coffee on 

campus. During these meetings, participants have an opportunity to talk about issues such as life in Beirut and culture as well. 

For more information on /SS, please do not hesitate to contact 

Ms. Caroline Chalouhi, Coordinator, International Student Services 

Lebanon: 
American University of Beirut 
PO Box 11-0236 / Student Affairs 

Riad EI-Solh / Beirut 1107 2020 
Lebanon 
Tel: +961 1 340460 . ext: 3170 / 3176 
Fax:+961 1 744478 

USA: 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Fir. 
New York, NY 10017-2303 
USA 

Tel: + 1 212 583 7680 
Fax: + 1 212 583 7650 
Website: http:// staff.aub.edu.lb/-webiss 
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Students gathering outside West Hall, the heart of student activities 

Managing 
Student Life 
from A to Z 
Walk over to the newly renovated West Hall and you'll find a 
compound of offices that handle a wide variety of requests and 
services from advising the yoga club, to ensuring dormitories 
are being filled, to helping a student from the United States 
adjust to life in Lebanon, to providing counseling on some of the 
complexities of young adulthood. This multi-tasked administrative 
body is AUB's Office of Student Affairs ... and to say that it has a lot 
on its daily plate to take care of is clearly an understatement. 

The Office of Student Affairs is comprised of eight main units, 
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One could certainly say that variety is the spice 

of life at the AUB Office of Student Affairs. From 

its base in West Hall, it handles a wide array of 

responsibilities that deal with student clubs, 

dormitories, athletics, counseling services, 

work-study jobs, career advising, and 

international students. Dina Abou Salem writes 

about the ins and outs of ensuring that 6,900 

students have the best AUB experience possible. 

all of which fall under the jurisdiction of Dean of Student Affairs 
Maroun Kisirwani: 1) the Department of Student Activities, which 
oversees all student clubs and their activities and special events; 2) 
the Career and Placement Services Office, which assists graduating 
students in the search for jobs; 3) the Counseling Center, which 
helps students deal with individual difficulties, such as depression, 
adjustment issues, anxieties, substance abuse, or sexual abuse; 
4) the International Student Services Office, which attends to 
international students and also deals with study abroad; 5) the work
study program, which helps students find pan-time employment 



opportunities within the University; 6) the Athletics Department, 
which supervises student sports; 7) the Department of Residence Life 
and Student Housing, which manages the dormitories, and last but 
not least, the information /help desk and technical support office, 
which helps in the organization and facilitation of student activities. 

The fact that the number of students studying at AUB has increased 
from 5,000 to 7,000 in the past two years has significantly increased 
the scope and work of the Office of Student Affairs. With more 
students to look after and many clubs and societies Lo cater to, the 
office runs on a supply-upon-demand pace which means it has Lo 
rely on its well-trained staff to handle it all on a daily basis. 

Students overwhelmed by social and academic pressures, for 
instance, can turn to the Counseling Center for help. Run by Dr. 
Antoine Khabbaz, the center provides professional outreach Lo 
young men and women who have serious emotional problems, 
are struggling with substance abuse, or just need a neutral and 
confidential person to talk to about their problem. The counseling 
facility has undergone several changes since 2001. Previously, 
academic counseling and personal counseling had been a single 
entity. They are now separated and, according to Or. Khabbaz, 
"Things seem to be much, much better now, with the staff composed 
of me and another psychologist, who will become a full-timer, and a 
research assistant." 

Explaining why personal and academic counseling needed to be 
handled separately, he said, "Students want their files to be private 
and confidential; they even wam their visits LO the center to be 
discrete. And LO further assure strict privacy, student records are 
not shared with anyone. These are totally separate from the records 
of the HIP, the Medical Center, and the infirmary. We only breach 
confidentiality upon the consent of the student or in exceptions 
when the student harms him/herself or others." The office sees 
about 40 to 50 students per week. "I would like to think that we 
are helping the students; the fact that they continue with their visits 
shows that they are satisfied with our service," remarked Khabbaz. 

The Department of Residence Life and Student Housing, run by 
Nawal Simaan, was created three years ago. Its primary function 
is the management of studem residence halls and taking care of 
other matters related to student housing, such as around-the-clock 
monitoring. So far, the office has succeeded in maintaining 95 percent 
occupancy in the dorms. "The students living in the dorms lend a 
special Oavor to the campus environment," said Simaan. "Many bring 
with them different customs, for example, which adds distinction to 
the Open House event held at the beginning of the school year." 

The Department of Studem Activities, under the direction of Wadad 
El Husseiny, is perhaps the busiest, owing Lo the increasing number 
of AUB students and their extracurricular pursuits. "I help the dean 
in most activities related LO students, such as publications, student 
elections, and the student orientations", she explained. "We also 
handle scheduling the use of West Hall rooms for important evems, 
such as the Middle East Medical Assembly, Civilization Sequence 
Program forums, and the Anis Makdisi Literature Program lectures. " 

Dean Maroun Kisirwani 

The students have organized 35 clubs, 10 societies, and 6 
committees representing each of the faculties, plus the University 
Student Faculty Committee (USFC). "Every one of them is active 
all year round, and the director of student activities is charged with 
supervising their activities and making sure they adhere Lo AUB rules 
and regulations," said Dean of Student Affairs Maroun Kisirwani. 

As for the work-study program, it functions as a liaison between 
students and the various university departments. "We send students 
to departments based on the requests of both parties. Despite 
restricted funds, we managed LO place 500 students out of 1,500 
applicants," explained Ramzieh Saad, who runs the office. "Funds 
are decreasing and the number of students in need is increasing, 
owing to the cominually deteriorating economy. Therefore, the office 
has had Lo think of more ways to make students benefit from the 
work-study program." For example, students receiving financial aid 
are sometimes given 10 percent off tuition fees in return for working 
for a certain number of hours. Faculty grants are also allocated Lo 
students. 

The number of international students enrolled at AUB is increasing, 
as is the number of AUB students applying for study abroad. 
Accordingly, Caroline Chalouhi, coordinator of the Office of 
International Student Services, has been working for the past year 
on mainstreaming and enhancing the functions of the office. "I am 
trying to develop a system whereby we can best assist international 
students in their interest to study at AUS as well as those of our 
students wanting to spend a semester abroad," she said. The office 
aims to ensure a smooth transition for students coming from abroad. 
"These students may have special problems, perhaps in acquiring 
visas or in adjusting LO the culture, and we try to take care of such 
problems," said Dean Kisirwani. 
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Finding a job after graduation is paramount in the minds of most 
students, and AUB is there to assist them in their enuy inLO the "real 
world." Guided by its Career and Placement Services Office, which 
is headed by Maryam Ghandour, students learn how LO develop 
their CVs and follow up on job opportunities. In this regard, the 
office does as much as it can LO help place graduates with local and 
regional firms that have openings. 

None of the events and activities for students would be as successful 
as they are without the support of the information/help desk at 
West Hall. Manned by Halim Azar and Tarek Daou as associate 
technicians, Sarni Shatila as head clerk, and Ahmad Yassin as 
activities assistant, the desk provides whatever technical support 
is needed. The team maintains direct contact with students, helps 
them access clubrooms, and sets up sound and light equipment for 
all events. Their work sometimes becomes quite sophisticated and 
time-consuming, especially when helping the Drama Club put on ils 
annual theater productions. 

As for the athletics unit, direcLOr Ghalib Halimi remarked about how 
important the completion of the Charles W Hostler Student Center 
will be for the development of sports at AUB. He also commented 
on how much the newly surfaced tennis courts, which now meet 
international standards, are enhancing the playing skills of students. 
"All these installations are incentives LO ameliorating and maximizing 
the performance of students in sports," said Halimi. 

The heart and soul of the Student Affairs Office, of course, are the 
studenLS themselves-and the office staff is quite proud of them. 

Halimi, in pointing out how good the students have become at 
managing their time in order to spend more hours at sports, said: 
"The number of sLUdents in sports is increasing; three years ago 350 
students were participating on a regular basis in varsities. Last year 
that number rose to 650. This shows the stronger student interest in 
sports, as well as the good quality of sports facilities AUB is offering, 
even though they could, in my opinion, be even better." He added, 
"AUB students have an inclination towards sports; second only LO 
education, it is one of their priorities. ln our efforts Lo make athletics 
an integral pan of the university experience, we aim to offer a sports 
program that won't interfere with the academic performance of 
students." 

Student Activities Director Wadad El Husseiny, who notes the
important link between social and academic enrichment al AUB, 
said: "We run activities that are both cultural and educational in 
nature to promote build ing the character of students, while at the 
same time helping them fulfill their educational responsibilities." 

With more students joining AUB, more clubs are being launched. 
Husseiny explained , "We have a proposal for opening this fall 
a Model United Nations, in which students can participate in 
undertaking simulations and presenting case studies on different 
countries. There is also a proposal to create a Toastmaster Club, 
which would focus on teaching students the presentation skills of 
public speaking» 

The Civic Welfare League, which was the first club to be created 
at AUB as a student organization, is still going strong. "lt is one of 
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West Hall staff members pose with Dean Kisirwani on the second floor. From left, back row: Nabil Tohme, Therese Mir'ib, Antoine Khabbaz, Ghaleb Halimi. Front row, from left: 
Ahmad Yassin, Caroline Chalouhi , Maryam Ghandour, Maroun Kisirwani , Wadad El Husseiny, Nawal Semaan, Halim Azar 
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1) Dr. Maryam Ghandour 

2) Ramzieh Saad 

3) Ghaleb Halimi 

4) Caroline Chalouhi 

5) Nawal Semaan 

the most active clubs at AUB and was the first club to think about 
serving the community," said Husseiny. The league's main activity 
this year involved offering English and computer classes to lower
grade employees at AUB. 

One of the most active clubs at AUB is the Lebanese Red Cross 
Club. Ralph El-Hage, its vice president, described the club's 
relationship with the Student Affairs Office as "very good ... We 
have never had any problems in fulfilling our function as a 
community service organization. Student Affairs is aware of 
how efficient and active our club is and has always been very 
supportive ." 

The most recent club to be established is the Book Club. Sarah 
Richani, one of its representatives, also had good words for 
Student Affairs, saying that the office was very helpful in providing 
a meeting room and also facilitated the process of the club's 
formation. 

Dean Kisirwani told the story of the evolution of student 
representative bodies at AUB as follows: "Prior to the Lebanese war, 
the student representative body was called the Student Council, 
which was completely composed of elected students. Unfortunately, 
the war years changed the nature of activities on campus and 
politics took precedence over social and academic functions. 
Hence, the Student Council was dissolved and 
put on hold until it was possible to reestablish an 
appropriate form of student representation. The new 
representative body that finally emerged, l think, 
has turned out to be quite a rational and reasonable 
formula for optimal relations between faculty and 
students." 

The new formula is based on the representation of 
students through the election of students to Student 
Representative Committees (SRC). Each of the SRCs 
elects representatives to the USFC, according to 
the size of its faculty (currently the total number of 
student representatives in the USFC is 17). Seven 
faculty members, acting as guides to students, are 
also elected by the faculties to serve as members 
of the USFC. The chairperson of the university 
Student Affairs Committee serves as a non-voting 
ex-officio member. 'The USFC combines the interest 
of students with the guidance of faculty. Certainly 

considered the highest representative body on campus, it is headed 
by the president of AUB, but its vice president is a student elected 
by his or her colleagues," noted Dean Kisirwani. 

Student Affairs maintains joint relationships with various 
departments on campus to combine co-curricular opportunities 
with the academic experience. "Because our principal interest lies 
in the non-academic concerns of students, we are in touch with all 
departments. The Admissions Office, for example, needs us while 
recruiting students from overseas, especially to guarantee them 
housing on campus," said Dean Kisirwani. He added that they have 
worked also with the Office of Development. "We were approached 
when the Office of Development initiated the Fingerprints project. I 
liked the idea and submitted a request to the USFC to contribute to 
the fund. For the last two years, the USFC has voted to match the 
amount donated by students. The interest earned on the fund each 
year is used for student financial aid and the like." 

Even with all this, there is still much more to take care of. "We also 
cooperate with the Protection Office, which makes sure that students 
behave properly on campus and in the dorms," added Kisirwani, 
"And whenever a violation occurs, we are informed and immediately 
investigate the matter. " 

At the end of each busy day, it is apparent how gratified the Office 
of Student Affairs must feel in having helped ensure that the AUB 
student experience remains as rich and varied as possible. And with 
its fantastic new home in West Hall , the job has become all the more 
pleasurable. "AUB alumni have always remembered West Hall as the 
center for student activities ," remarked the dean, "They should pay 
us a visit now. I think they will be impressed by the new 
facilities and spaces ... and by the many smiling faces of 
the students themselves." 

Wadad El Husseiny in her office 
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lay 6, 1997 · Volume 01 , Issue 01 A Student Publication by The American University of Beirut 

Outlook is Back ! 

For 34 years, the student-run newspaper Outlook has scooped AUB news through hard-nosed 
reporting and lively debate. MainGate looks into how the paper is not only the vessel of AUB's 
student voice but is also freedom of speech in action. 

"CS Program on Trial" (1969), "Leila Khaled at Speakers Comer" 
(1970), "The Student Council: A Shon History" (1971), "Jessup Hall 
Taken Over" (1974), "Power Plant Pollution" (2002) , "Sports Life at 
AUB" (2003), "First Book Club at AUB" (2004) The varied headlines 
say it all: for 34 years, reaching back to 1949, AUB's student 
newspaper Outlook has recorded the life and times of the entire 
university community. 

"Outlook is an apolitical and non-sectarian weekly publication 
completely wrilten and edited by students. The paper is primarily 
focused on the coverage of all the events that take place on 
campus as well as all the topics related to the student body and the 
administration .. . " wrote last year's editor-in-chief Dana Al-Rady in 
describing the publication for new students in the first 2003-04 
issue. The newspaper, she said, represents a solid linkage between 
the administration and the student body. It is a place where "the 
two parties come together," a place where students can express 
their views openly and objectively. Its pages constitute a vivid 
history of life at AUB. To savor the flavor of AUB from the mid
twentieth century to the present (with the exception of 1975 to 
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1997), one need only leaf through the archived issues of Outlook 
available in Jafet Library. 

All student club activities and athletic events, of course, figure 
prominently in Outlook, as do reports on the civic activities of 
students, such as environmental clean-ups and recycling and the 
off-campus projects they undertake to help the orphaned and the 
disadvantaged. 

Over the years, stories have documented the changing look of the 
campus: the renovation of old buildings and the construction of new 
ones (Gulbenkian Infirmary, the AUB Beach radio tower, Jafet Library, 
the Engineering Building, West Hall , College Hall), and, most recently, 
the Campus Master Plan projects, beginning with the Charles Hostler 
Student Center groundbreaking. 

On Outlook's pages students and faculty members come to life in 
profiles. Health columns, book and movie reviews, and occasional 
Arabic supplements lend variety. Op-ed pages explore vital academic 
issues, from class size and grade inflation to faculty attrition, new 



programs, and accreditation. Student writers research investigative 
reports on issues of concern, such as power plant smoke emission, 
the workers' syndicate, and most recently the administration's 
handling of a student fight on campus. 

Topics and events that make the news are obvious reflections of 
the times. Early Outlook ads offered typewriter and radio rentals; 
today they propose laptops and scanners. Although student elections 
always received broad coverage, today's paper is more lively and 
contains more photographs than it did in the 1950s. And the articles 
forty years ago were much shorter; often only two or three inches in 
length, they tended to highlight personal news, such as engagements 
and weddings of students and faculty members. 

Some ongoing topics, however, have remained strong in news value 
despite the passage of time. Student protests, demonstrations, and 
strikes whether at AUB or elsewhere in Lebanon received front-page 
coverage throughout the 1970s; they still do today. And the prime 
topics for investigation, now as well as in the past, invariably include 
tuition increases, bookstore prices, library noise, registration , advising, 
sub-standard athletic facilities, poor attendance at athletic events, 
food quality, dormitory conditions, and more. Worthy of note, 
also, is the fact that in the early days only the editor wrote Outlook's 
one editorial, today its op-ed pages feature the views of many of its 
editors, staff writers, and student volunteers. 

The issues discussed during the past several years are both signs 
of the times and markers of new concerns: HIV-AIDS, drug use, 

Dana Al-Rady, editor-in-chief, 2003-04 

The whole experience, says former 2003-04 

editor Dana Al-Rady "really changed me as a 

person. Despite the stressful responsibility, I 

learned how to talk with people in a diplomatic 

way and how to foster working as a team." 

smoking, mad cow disease, anthrax, the environment, globalization, 
facilities for the handicapped, international students, study abroad, 
and women's dorm curfews. Recent op-ed pieces and letters-to-the
editor have also dealt with more sensitive issues-the wearing of the 
hijab and the establishment of a Muslim prayer room on campus. 

Since the return of the student newspaper in 1997, student activism 
has figured less prominently in the pages of Outlook. Although 
political fervor has dropped noticeably on campus, commemorations 
of the Israeli strike on Qana and the second Palestinian intifada made 
headline news. And in April 2002, when student demonstrations 
against the Israeli occupation of Palestinian towns prompted 
protesting students to name AUB buildings after the occupied towns 
(for example, Bliss became Ramallah) , the event received front-page 
coverage. Surprisingly, however, Outlooh has reported only limited 
protests against the war in Iraq, the mismanaged coalition occupation, 
and the prison conditions in Al-Ghaib. According to some observers, 
student apathy appears to have reached new heights in 2003-04. 

Outlook editors and op-ed writers, working against student apathy, 
function unwittingly as keepers not only of AUB history, but 
also of student "breadth of vision, ... sense of civic and moral 
responsibility, ... devotion to the fundamentals of human life," and 
the imperative that "students think for themselves" (quotes from the 
AUB mission statement). 

Successive editors-in-chief and op-ed writers have also exhorted 
students to abandon card-playing, join clubs, read a book, become 
good, cultured citizens of Arab society. In October 1999 (Vol. XXI, 
No. 9) editor-in-chief Hussain Abdul Hussain (BA '00)told students, 
"It is about time to strive, hand in hand , for the welfare of our 
community at large, our Arab nation, and our cultural salvation ... to 
help develop and maintain our Arab society based on self-discipline, 
integrity, loyalty, courage, and the ultimate respect for another faith." 

Commitment to "freedom of thought and expression," has remained 
an Outlook mantra. The paper sees itself as an open forum for the 
free expression of ideas. From 2002 to 2004 the op-ed pieces written 
by editors and staff writers have increased , and a special page for the 
expression of views by non-staff members, entitled "Say It Loud," 
was added. Feedback in the form of urgent letters to the editor 
has also increased. But Outlook is not all serious. It has also offered 
games, puzzles, horoscopes, an "Agony Aunt" column, and student 
cartoons. Even Garfield has crept onto its pages. 

Outlook had many precursors. The long and colorful history of 
student publications-many are single copies of hand-written , hand-
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sewn pages-is preserved in Lhe university archives in JafeL Library. 
One of Lhe longesL running predecessors of Outlook, the Students' 
Union Gazette , published from 1913 to 1932, may be viewed on Lhe 
AUB website. 

In October 1949 , the first issue of Outlook was published under 
the umbrella of Lhe StudenL Council, with Fawzi Saba (BBA '52) as 
editor-in-chief, assisted by Najwa Shaheen (BA '51) Publication 
occurred momhly at first , then every two weeks, and finally weekly 
in its presem form. 

During the late 1960s and 
early 1970s, spurred in part 
by the 1967 Arab-lsraeli 
war, student movements 
were nourishing, and 
frequent proLests broke oul. 
At that time, according to 
Outlook's 50th Anniversary 
issue published in February 
1999 , "Outlook eventually 
became the major means 
for the expression of 
student opinions." Evocative 
phowgraphs and front-
page articles about srndem 
protests throughout Lebanon 
figured heavily in Outlook 

Mohamad EI-Fakhani and Joelle Abi Rached articles in the late 1960s. 

Frequent strikes in support 
of Palestine and against Israel and American imperialism, as well 
as against tuition hikes, were widely reported throughout the early 
1970s. As student activism increased , Outlook was suspended; and 
with the advent of the civil war in Lebanon, the newspaper ceased 
publication after the injury of its editor, Laila Shahid (who later to 
become the PalesLine National Authority's ambassador to Paris). 

For 22 years, Lhe students remained without an official voice at 
AUB. First attempts to revive the newspaper failed , buL after serious 
negotiations, helped along by the faculty adviser to the paper, 
Professor Rabih Talhouk, Outlook reappeared on May 25 , 1997. 

There were few volunteers for the formation of a regular staff, 
however, and the studems had to senle for a monthly publication. 
WiLhin a short time, however, editor-in-chief Niveen Abboushi (MA 
in Money and Banking '97) increased the number of pages from 12 
to 24 , although working with outdated equipmenl. The compuLer 
barely supported the memory needed for a single issue, forcing the 
staff Lo Lake either 72 floppies or the hard disc to the primer. 

later, Outlook was often prepared for press on a computer in the 
home of editor-in-chief Hussain Abdul Hussain, and staff writers 
brought their own laptops to the West Hall office of the paper. 
The work was arduous for the small staff. After one overnight, 
Abdul Hussain was discovered at dawn, fast asleep on the office 
0oor. Student sacrifice and dedication during the early years of the 
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The work was arduous for the small staff. 

After one overnight, the editor was discovered 

at dawn, fast asleep on the office floor. Student 

sacrifice and dedication during the early years 

of the return of Outlook were evidence of deep 

commitment and constant hard work. 

return of Outlook were evidence of deep commitment and constant 
hard work. 

Gradually conditions began to improve. With the help of the 
President's Club , new computers, tape recorders, cameras, sLyle 
guides, thesauruses, dicLionaries , and subscriptions to The Daily 
Star/International Herald Tribune began to fill the empty office shelves. 
Writing and layout workshops were held. By July 2001 , assistant 
editor Myrna Shidrawi was able to look back on the newspapers 
accomplishments during Lhe firsL four years of its return: weekly 
publication, adopLion of traditional newsprim, an increase from 
3,000 to 6,000 readers, development of a website, and increased 
sales of advertising space. "Despite the absence of journalism courses 
in the University," she concluded, "Outlook was able to give its 
readers a variety of strong and well-researched editorials, opinion 
pieces, and features throughout Lhe year." On the downside, she 
lamented the limited office space and the newspaper's inability to 
establish a viable Arabic section. 

As a frequent spokesman for student frustrations and opinions, 
Outlook has often had delicate relationships with the university 
administration-sometimes contentious, sometimes harmonious. 
Nabil Boulos (BE '66), former assistant editor, managing editor, 
and editor-in-chief from 1964 until his graduation, wrote, "The 
relationship between Outlook and the administration was amicable 
and gentlemanly .. . no censorship at all, as long as no politics and 
no sex. While the politics and the ideologies of the day were 
much a part of student life and maturing, they were taboos to 
print. Outlook was not even allowed to report student political 
demonstrations, rioting against certain embassies, or even serious 
fights that took place between the various political affiliations 
depending on the Arab world barometer, as well as during student 
elections." 

Outlook is, as stated in its bylaws, avowedly non-political. Yet, 
how can one keep politics out of the newspaper, as long as events 
involving AUB clubs linked to political parties and lectures by such 
speakers as American ambassadors, Hanan Ashrawi, Kofi Anan, Mary 
Robinson, and Sheikh Sayyed Mohamad Hussein Fadlallah, take 
place on campus7 

Ibrahim Khoury, who is director of the AUB Information and 
Public Relations Office, is also a member of the Lebanese Press 
Syndicate and in his position as responsible director of Outlook, he 
is answerable to the Lebanese government on the papers policies. 



He insists there is no censorship by the 
administration. On several occasions, however, both 
he and faculty adviser Talhouk, have talked to the 
Outlook staff about sensitive issues and urged self
censorship. But they do not insist. 

ln 2001 editor-in-chief Abdul Hussain wanted to identify certain 
students with known existing links to Lebanese political parties. 
When the Board of Deans declared such identification in breach 
of Outlook's non-political description, the editor regarded this 
position as censorship. He was advised to leave the offending pages 
blank; instead, he removed the relevant pages from the issue, and 
accused the administration of censoring Outlook. An article entitled 
"ls Outlook Censored?" appeared in the May 22, 2001 issue. Both 
Ibrahim Khoury and Professor Talhouk maintain that Outlook is an 
uncensored student publication, as long as writers and editors abide 
by the bylaws. 

ln recent years, Outlook-administration re lations have been 
reasonably amicable. On assum ing his position as dean of Lhe 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Khalil Bitar urged working together, 
and asked the newspaper "to be positive with the University. You 
have a responsibility to point out some problems. Unless somebody 
asks, one is never told, but as Outlook journalists, it is your duty to 
report problems and suggest what it is that can be changed." The 
newspaper has continued to pursue ongoing, contentious issues, 
and even once suggested that all the old buildings on campus 
should not be used as administrative residences, but rather become 
historic public buildings open to the entire AUB community. 
ln some eyes, Outlook may sometimes seem to be exceeding its 
responsibilities, but the paper persists not only in presenting the 
life of the University to its readers, but also in pursuing its duty "to 
report problems and suggest what it is that can be changed. " 

Looking back on her year (2003-04) at the helm, Dana Al-Rady, the 
outgoing editor-in-chief, noted the two significant workshops held 
for staff writers: one conducted by Professor Nabil Dajani, media 
expert in the Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, and the 
other by May Farah, instructor in the one journalism course offered 
at AUB last semester and staff writer for The Daily Star. The Outlook 

A trophy won by Outlook in 2000 

staff also benefited from talks by An-Nahar editor 
Ghassan Tueni and Yasser Akkawi, editor of Executive 
Magazine , who offered to print an Outlook article 
in the magazine each month. ln addition to these 
contacts with the wider world of journalism, Al-Rady 
cited other achievements: the rewriting of the bylaws, 
creation of the student op-ed feature , "Say It Loud ," a 

faculty page, and increased student feedback spurred by in-depth 
investigative reporting on issues close to student concerns. 

Al-Rady cited clifficulLies , as well: problems unifying Lhe staff, 
dealing with political focus, the Lheft of an expensive digital camera , 
computer collapse, and deficient and inadequate office equipment. 

The benefits of her year as head of the Outlook staff nonetheless 
ouLweighed the difficulLies. The whole experience "really changed 
me as a person," she remarked . "Despite the stressful responsibilily, 
I learned how to talk with people in a diplomatic way and how to 
foster working as a team ... We had a good time working together, 
and it was exciting every Tuesday morning when the new edition 
hit the blue boxes." 

Mohamad Elfakhani, a Med 1I1 student now in his fifth year 
working with the student newspaper, was emphatic abouL the 
impacL of Outlook on his life: 'There is absolutely no doubt that my 
days at AUB would not have been nearly as meaningful were it not 
for Outlook. I have probably learned more about myself through 
my experiences with Outlook than through all my other experiences 
at AUB combined." Joelle Abi Rached, also a medical student, 
said Outlook had succeeded in disciplining her linguistically. "It is 
precisely that linguistic discipline that contributed to a great extent 
in molding the form of my thought. " It was a privilege working 
with the Outlook team, she added , saying it was made up of 
"potential leaders who boldly raised many crucial taboo topics." 

Taking over as editor-in-chief for 2004-05 is Zahra Hankir, a former 
English major who is now into political studies and looks forward 
to building on the paper's successes of the past year. She has 
firm plans in mind, among them a readership survey designed to 
learn more about what the AUB community expects from Outlook , 
in terms of style and content. She also wants to see an increase 
in investigative reporting and envisions tackling issues such as 
plagiarism, campus parking, and faculty-student relationships. 

Despi te some confrontations over the past year between Outlook 
and the administration, Provost Peter Heath had praise for the 
student newspaper: "Outlook has evolved over the last several 
years into a truly independent and increasingly mature source 
of student opinion and investigative journalism. lt offers all 
interested students a vantage point from which to express their 
ideas, opinions, and concerns. It also offers other members 
of the university community-faculty, staff, alumni, and the 
university administration-insights into various aspects of student 
life. The university community thrives from the existence 
of independent forums for the open exchange of 
viewpoints. In serving as such a forum , Outlook plays 
an essential role." 

Zahra Hankir, new editor-in-chief for 2004-05 and Jihad 
Tannir working on an Outlook issue 
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A Discerning Eye 
--------@--------

Nora Boustany has made a career of chronicling 
the wars and movements that shaped the Middle 
East for The Washington Post. Her beat since 
1996 has been capturing the personalities of 
the Washington, DC diplomatic scene. MainGate 
Coeditor Lynn Mahoney meets the journalist who 
got her start at AUB. 

"It is important to avoid uninformed advocacy in journalism," says 
The Washington Post columnist Nora Boustany (BA '74). "You 
are never allowed to be an advocate. My column, "Diplomatic 
Dispatches," is not an opinion column, but offers information and 
insight coming from others." 

The tables are turned: Boustany is the one being interviewed for a 
change, and her opinions intersperse our conversation al her home 
in Washington, DC. "When I go back to the Middle East now, I 
have a more critical eye. Although I value and cherish the culture, 
I know that governance has a long way to go. Lebanon used to be 
one of the most democratic countries in the Middle East, but it 
has taken a few knocks in that department. " 

Boustany has reported the most defining episodes in the Middle 
East over the last two decades for the celebrated Washington Post , 
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including the Lebanese Civil War, the rise of fundamentalism, the 
invasion of Kuwait and Operation Desert Storm, elections and 
political movements in Iran, civil war in Yemen, and the struggle 
between fundamentalists and the military in Algeria. Since 
1996, she has turned her observant eye to profiling Washington's 
international scene in her bi-weekly column, "Diplomatic 
Dispatches." 

The coverage, Boustany explains, is a mixed bag of diplomatic 
news and sketches of ambassadors, NGO representatives, royal 
and political dignitaries , and human activists "who make a 
difference. " This Washington assignment has broadened her 
perspectives. Her column has taken her to Latin America, Europe , 
Asia, and Eastern Europe by way of detailed conversations 
with interesting men and women passing through Washington. 
"Writing 'Diplomatic Dispatches' has taught me to have a 
discerning eye on the stories I cover and that human nature is the 
same everywhere. I have met some really fascinating characters," 
she says thoughtfully. "I feel I came into my own doing these 
profiles in discovering what the best of worlds should be about 
and the worst we should all avoid." 

Recent columns have chronicled Boustany's conversation with 
Wolfgang Thierse, president of Germany's Bundestag, as he 
enjoyed a beer at the German Embassy after a meeting of Group 
Eight parliamentary leaders in Chicago. She paid a poetic 
tribute to Iraqi artist and diarist Nuha al-Radi, who died of 
pneumonia in August, evoking her colorful art and provocative 
political observations. A discussion with Kalish Satyarthi, chair 
of the Global March Against Child Labor and of the South Asian 
Coalition on Child Servitude, who tirelessly rescues children from 
slave-like employment, unveiled an activism that began at age 11 
when he collected money and textbooks for ~orking children. 

"I get to tell a fraction of what these people do and the things 
they have been through. The difficult part in writing the column 
after spending two to three hours with a person who has told you 
the most gripping and compelling stories is how to filter it down 
and give the true essence of the person," she explains. Writing 
"Diplomatic Dispatches" has been an interesting journey for 
Boustany, "When international problems happen, you realize that 
the little stories of the people , the fine textures of communities, 
and the trend of suffering or injustice suddenly come to the fore
as they say, politics is local. " 



The reporter's career took root during her student days at 
AUB. "My father was a doctor and wanted my twin sister Rose
Mary (BS '74, MD '79) and me to follow in his footsteps and 
study medicine," she explains. "I had the grades but not the 
temperament-chemistry bored me to tears! When I proposed 
journalism, he agreed." 

At AUB, she fervently delved into her studies, "I loved my major 
and the writing- along with my studies in history, sociology, and 
English literature. I had this very eclectic choice of coursework." 
It was at AUB that she also published her first article-on 
feminism in the student newspaper, Oullooh, she notes proudly. 

Following graduation in 1975, Boustany decided Lo pursue a 
master's degree from the prestigious School of Journalism at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. At the same time, the civil 
war was erupting in Lebanon. "I thought I would do something 
abstract like international communications theory," she recalls. 
"But once the war broke out, my days were spent devouring 
The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, and The Christian 
Science Monitor- anything I could get my hands on- to find out 
what was going on al home. I realized then that I needed to be 
covering this story." 

Boustany returned to Beirut in the rough early years of the war in 
1977 and was quickly pounding the pavement for assignments. 
She started stringing for Time Magazine and then worked for 
United Press International for two years. Boustany began to 
consider a PhD in communications, having deferred an acceptance 
to the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Once there, she 
discovered she had read many of the tomes of communications 
theory and became restless. "IL was 1979 and the Iran-Iraq war 
started and, I am ashamed to say, I wanted to be in a war zone. 
I had to go back to the Middle EasL." 

Soon after her return to Beirut, she received a call from The 
Washington Post, as they urgently needed a reporter to cover US 
politician Jesse Jackson's visit to Beirut. That assignment led to 
other stories. "That is how it all began," Boustany says. "It was a 
one shot deal, but I turned it into my full-time obsession." 

The civil war years allowed Boustany to cut her "teeth" as a 
journalist, but she admits there were challenges. "You saw what 
was wrong with our society, particularly the fear of differences
cultural or religious-and how this whole rich fabric of society 
was in tatters." The experience brought great insights. "Covering 
the civil war showed me how to look at issues and conflicts from a 
multi-faceted prism. What kept me going was that I realized there 
is good and bad universally-but unfortunately in Lebanon that 
made the rounds in all communities." She notes, "I developed 
combat fatigue but never lost hope for Lebanon." 

Boustany captured events throughout the region, including the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, the Sabra Shatila massacres, the Iran
Contra scandal, and the unending hostage crisis in Lebanon. 
"Slowly The Washington Post realized that I was worth being on 

When international problems happen, you 

realize that the little stories of the people, the 

fine textures of communities, and the trend of 

suffering or injustice suddenly come to the floor. 

the staff," she says. Boustany was Beirut Bureau Chief for the Post 
until 1989 and from there she was dispatched to cover stories in 
Morocco, Libya, Jordan, Syria , Tunisia, and Saudi Arabia. After 12 
years of covering wars, for which she was nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize, the Post moved her to DC to cover the State Departmenl. 

Again, the lure of the Middle East proved too strong. She went 
off to Iraq in 1990 to cover Operation Desert Storm and lived out 
of a suitcase for eight months. The Post made Boustany Jordan 
Bureau Chief, and she continued following stories throughout the 
region. 

When asked about her most fascinating assignment, Boustany 
cites the turbulent struggle in Algeria between the Islamic 
Salvation Front and the army over canceled elections to keep the 
fundamentalists from gaining control of the government and the 
horrific violence that ensued. "It was an interesting lab for seeing 
what oppression can yield and the consequences of eliminating 
extremist voices from the balloL." 

Themes of political power, civil society, and freedom of the press 
animate our discussion. She recalls meeting an Iranian farmer 
who had been a huge supporter of Ayatollah Khomeni, during 
the elections in the 1990s. Now he wanted the mullahs out of 
power and wanted to be represented by a political body with 
the population's best interests in mind. "It was bread and butter 
issues," she says. "If you are not serving the people right, they 
will be discontenl. It does not matter if you are wearing a clerical 
robe or a bikini." 

Considering the promise of the press in the Middle East, Boustany 
envisions a unique niche for AUB. "Students from the entire 
region can come to study journalism and receive a diverse 
education while focusing on journalistic ethics . AUB can be a 
platform for the best of what American values are and what the 
world has to offer. It is one institution that can have a pivotal 
role in advancing freedom in the region and can be a gateway for 
understanding and acceptance. I think a good journalism school at 
AUB would be part of thaL. " 

In her upcoming days and nights Boustany will be busy meeting 
with the many international ambassadors, royals, human 
rights champions, artists, and writers who fill her column each 
Wednesday and Friday. In the meantime, she is contemplating 
her next literary venture. "Agents I have talked to wanted me to 
do something non-fiction on my experiences as a reporter, but I 
wonder if a novel would be more fun," she says with a 
knowing smile . Whether fiction or non-fiction, Boustany 
will surely season her work with her astute observations. 
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Views of a Lifetime 
The AUB benches, scattered across upper campus and framed 
by the wooded terraces, provide the most beautiful vistas of the 
Mediterranean. Students, alumni, friends, faculty, and staff have long 
cherished these scenic spots. The "Adopt a Bench" Campaign by the 
President's Club ensures the perpetuity of those special memories. 

Scattered throughout the campus, they can be found out in the 
open or tucked away under a tree or against a wall. Some are 
neglected and rarely used; others are never unoccupied . What are 
they7 They are AUB's benches. Recently, some of these old wooden 
benches suddenly acquired identity: discrete little plaques bearing 
cryptic messages, like "In memory of my parents" or "In honor of a 
friend," began to appear on them. What was going on7 MainGate 
decided to find out. 

The plaques, it turns out, are the result of a campaign launched 
by the AUB President's Club in 2001 to put the benches "up 
for adoption." In the words of Laila Baroody, the club's current 
chairperson, "We are excited about the interest the campaign has 
generated and hope that it will encourage many alumni and friends 
to adopt an AUB bench. All the money raised by the President's 
Club is used to benefit AUB students." Since 1981 , the President's 
Club has contributed a total of more than $2 million, which has 
been spent in a variety of ways, among them renovating tennis 
courts, air conditioni ng student dorms, supporting the choir, and 
creating "smart" (technologically-equipped) classrooms. 

So far, more than a dozen people have participated in the Bench 
Campaign-like Laila Bissat and her husband, who say they 
adopted a bench because it gave them the opportunity to honor a 
longtime AUB faculty member and old family friend. When this 
individual insisted on remaining anonymous, the dedication was 
changed to read "In honor of a friend ." 
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Hayat Salam-Liebich was the first to adopt an AUB bench. "When 
my father passed away, I wanted to do something in his memory 
that I knew he would like," Salam-Liebich says. She asked the 
President's Club if she could place a plaque on one of the benches 
and suggested that there might be others who might want to do 
the same thing. "When I told the Dirliks what I was doing, they 
liked the idea so much that they immediately adopted a bench. " 
Andre Oirlik picks up the story: "My wife was in Beirut when she 
heard of the Bench Campaign and acted quickly to find out if our 
bench was available." He remembers that he and his wife spent 
"certainly the most memorable moments of our AUB years between 
classes or after library hours sitting on our bench," and explains 
that "it was exciting to cross the temporal divide and make 



possible what appeared-there and then-to be impossible." One 
can safely say that the Dirlik bench is the most popular bench on 
campus. 

It is fairly common to run into someone who feels this sense of 
ownership about a particular bench on campus. Ramzi Kteily 
named his bench (the middle of the three benches situated 
between Marquand House and College Hall) for his parents . 
Many AUB couples have romantic memories associated with their 
bench-like ajib and May Mikati, who say, "This bench means 
something to us. It is part of our personal history." The plaque 
on their bench reads: "People meet for a reason, a season, or a 
lifetime." 

Unfortunately, not all the memories associated with the naming of 
AUB benches are pleasant ones. Nadim Dimechkieh, Nabil Nassar, 
and John Waterbury named a bench in honor of Zena Tadmoury and 
Jihad Al-Farr-AUB students who were killed during the Lebanese 
civil war when a shell that hit the campus exploded nearby. 

Jad and Dareen Charafeddine, both AUB graduates, decided that 
making a contribution to the President's Club was one way to "give 
back to AUB." lmad Chebaro dedicated two benches to his father, 
mother, and father-in-law to give his children, who were born and 
raised in England, a connection with Lebanon. He says, "I believed 
that naming those two benches on the AUB campus would be an 

ideal way to give them this feeling of belonging." Fouad Malouf 
named a bench on behalf of his mother, Berthe Abu Haidar Malouf, 
for whom the AUB campus had been "an oasis of learning and 
tranquility." 

Rajaa Arab Salam saw the Bench Campaign as a way to honor 
Sunny Kirkwood, the wife of former AUB President Samuel B. 
Kirkwood, a woman who "changed my entire outlook on life and 
taught me everything there is to know about the landscapes and 
gardens of the Middle East that she loved so much. " 

Although most of the inscriptions contain personal messages, there 
are some exceptions. Dr. Fran~ois Bassil, chairman of the Byblos 
Bank, chose to place the following inscription on an AUB bench: 
"Lubnan ya'tamid alaykum" (Lebanon depends on you). Asked LO 

explain the statement, Bassil says that it is intended as a message 
to the students who are sitting on the bench: "I mean that the 
fuwre of Lebanon depends on them , on the next generation. 
Lebanon depends on their loyalty, their honesty, and their hard 
work." 

Elias Boulos and his wife Adriane were prompted to contribute to 
the Bench Campaign by the desire to express their appreciation and 
support of AUB's mission to provide educational and health services 
to Lebanon and the region. "I want to be a friend to AUB," Boulos 
says. Nabil Zeineddin echoes the same sentiment: "I hope my 
contribution to the campaign will help the University fulfill its role 
as a great educational institution in the region. " 

There are still many more benches on campus waiting to be 
adopted. 

For more information contact development@aub.edu.lb 
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The Accidental 
Author 

MainGate Coeditor Lynn Mahoney talks with Andrew Exum, 
author and first-year CAMES MA student. 

There are many ways to spend the summer before starting graduate 
school (I, for one, worked at a museum in Philadelphia several years 

ago) . How Andrew Exum (expected MA '06) spent his pre-graduate 
school summer, however, was most uncommon-he made a book 
tour across the United States for his memoir, This Man's Army: A 
Soldier's Slo1y from the Front Lines of the War on Terrorism, which had 
just been published by Gotham Books. 

Having a free day in August between media interviews and book 
signings, the young author dropped by AUB's New York office to 

discuss his book. He also filled my ears with talk about how 
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excited he was to be starting his MA in Middle Eastern studies at 
AUB's Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies (CAMES). 

Exum's story has its roots in the Civil War town of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. He says both writing and a commitment to military 
service were always in his blood. "Tennessee is called the 
Volunteer State, and I grew up on a Civil War battle site," he 
explained . "My grandfather and uncle and many others in the 
family served, so I developed the desire as well ... and as for 
writing, I grew up working on newspapers, including my family's 
paper in Chattanooga." 



In 1996, the young man from Tennessee Lraveled northeast to 
attend the prestigious University of Pennsylvania, where he took 
on a challenging dual major in English and the classics. In This 
Man's Army, Exum candidly described his difficult first two years 
at Penn, as he adjusLed to a new environment in which, as a 
southerner, he often felt out of sons with his east coast peers. He 
stuck it out, however, and grew to love his student days at Penn, 
as well as Lhe city of Philadelphia. 

To pay for tuition costs, Exum Joined the US Army ROTC at 
Penn's campus, with the agreement to serve in the military after 
co llege. "I had the great privilege of attending one of the best 
universities in the United States, but my classmates did not 
even consider military service to be an option. A lot of Lhem 
are doctors or lawyers now or Lhey are making a lot of money as 
investment bankers. They had the same needs to pay for a very 
expensive college as I did, but l had always considered the army 
as an option." He continues, "OuL of over 2,000 graduates al 
Penn l was one of Lwo thaL joined the army after college. " 

Exum says he wrote the book quickly: "It took me four months 
Lo do the first drafL, which came to abouL 80,000 words. But 
this gave me-and my editor-a workable text that we could go 
into and revise." His leave also afforded him the time to Lake 
periodic trips to New York to meet with his editor and fine-tune 
the manuscript. "We went through two or three tough editing 
sLages," he recalls, "and l turned in my fina l draft in Lhe fall of 
2003." 

After serving in the military, writing an acclaimed book , 
and then traveling throughout Lhe United States on a book 
promotion tour, Exum carefully considered his nexL sLep. 
"In Lhinking about it constructively, I realized it would 
not be productive to siL back and study al a universiLy 
in America Lo arrive at ideas on what US foreign policy 
ought to be. Your credibi li ty becomes suspecL unless you 
have taken the time to go abroad and gel a good firsthand 
look at the problems you purport to have answers to, " he 
remarks. 

Upon graduation from Penn in 
2000, Exum was commissioned 
into Lhe military a year before 
what may be regarded as the 
most pivotal event in shaping 
US foreign policy in the early 
21st century: September 11, 
2001. "Certainly September 

In thinking about it constructively, I realized it Exum decided on AUB as his 
best academic option. 

would not be productive to sit back and study at "l found AUB's pedigree 

a university in America to arrive at ideas on what 

US foreign policy ought to be. Your credibility 

and long-running Lradition 
very appealing. When l 
learned that the UniversiLy 
had a Middle Eastern studies 
program , I didn't look 
anywhere else . I wamed to 
be in BeiruL, and l was really 
excited about studying at 

11 was a shock for everyone in 
the world, but I am not sure 

becomes suspect unless you have taken the time 

to go abroad and get a good firsthand look at _the 

if people realize how much it 
changed the way Americans 

problems you purport to have answers to. 

think about the world and themselves," he says thoughtfully. 
The Ivy League graduate had begun his military service pre-
9/11 and, like most Americans, he believed it to be a time of 
relative international peace, despite the conflicts in Bosnia and 
Kosovo. He recalls watching the events of that infamous day with 
his platoon-and as they sat in stunned silence, he knew with 
certainty they would soon be on their way overseas. 

This Man's Army chronicles Exum's time as a military officer and 
troop leader in Afghanistan. He does not delve into political 
commentary much, but instead recounts his experiences as a 
young soldier daily mired in conflict. Following publication 
of his book, however, Exum wrote political op-ed pieces for 
several newspapers, including The New York Times , criticizing the 
US military's recently adopted Stop-Loss Policy, which calls on 
discharged officers to return to duty. 

He completed the book in 2003, right after he returned from his 
tour of duty in Afghanistan. While playing a rousing game of 
street ball with some friends that January, he seriously injured his 
knee and became bedridden for three months. "The injury forced 
me out of the army," he explains, "but it gave me the downtime I 
needed to write about my experiences in Afghanistan." 

AUB." He did not consider 
any city in the region other than BeiruL, saying: "lt is hard to 
equal this dramatic image of a shattered noble city that over the 
past Lwo decades has risen from the ashes. " 

In talking about his career options, Exum says he is interested in 
foreign policy and international relations. A PhD in Middle Eastern 
studies after a master's in public policy may be in the cards. lt 
appears certain, however, thaL he will apply for a position within 
the United States Department of State, which he feels is really trying 
to convey the good abouL America throughout the world. "I think 
we have laLely strayed away from the ideals of our founding fathers 
and have done a bad job in exponing American democracy and the 
freedom it brings to the rest of the world. " 

In the meantime, Exum is considering wriLing another book , "My 
editor and I have talked about doing a book on Arab culture. If 
that happens, I'd also like to investigate EgypL and Saudi Arabia. 
I think I would like to try to understand Arab youth, especially its 
attitudes toward the US and the world and themselves. " 

Let's just hope that, to get the book written, he won'L 
have to suffer another sports injury that will put him in 
bed again! 

.,,, 
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School of Rock 
Mohamad Hamzeh (BS '92, MS '00) and his band The Kordz have brought down the house for the last 
twelve years in Beirut clubs. May Farah discovers how much the former geologist rocks. 

AUB may not be the most obvious place from where to launch a 
career as a rock singer, but for Mohamad Hamzeh it evidently was. 

From his first days on campus, Hamzeh, who is known to his 
friends as Moe, studied rocks by day-he was a geology major-and 
pursued his passion for rock and roll by night (and during the 
day when he wasn't in class). "I joined the Music Club," he says, 
explaining where it all began. "It was there that l finally had a chance 
to release my passion for music. " 

Hamzeh has always loved music, but before AUB he never 
really had the opportunity to fully express himself. During his 
secondary school days at the Ahlieh School in downtown Beirut, 
he remembers having music class one hour a week. And he adored 
all sixty minutes of it. "I think I was one of the best students in 
the class," he recalls. "I know I was always 100 percent there and 
entirely into it. " 
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But that one hour a week was all the exposure he got, and even 
that was short-lived. After all, it was the 1980s and there was a war 
going on. And with the school so close to the war zone, other more 
pressing priorities often took precedence over classes. "During the 
war, on the days when I couldn't go out, music was all I had ," says 
Hamzeh, sitting, appropriately enough, in downtown Beirut's Virgin 
Megastore cafe, overlooking a floor of shelves stacked with CDs. "I 
would listen to music always, and sing along. It was my escape . l 
remember my friends telling me I had a good voice. " 

At AUB, he finally had the chance to test his talents when he 
tried out for the Music Club and got in. "Without AUB and the 
atmosphere there, I would never have pursued music and singing," 
he says. "I had no other channel of support for this expression ." 

Shortly before graduating with a BS in geology in 1992, Hamzeh 
and four fellow Music Club members formed The Kordz. Their first 



gig beyond AUB campus was at a local beer festival. They were a 
huge success and that day made a handful of contacts to play clubs, 
concerts, and other venues. "We haven't stopped gigging since 
then," says Hamzeh. 

Twelve years later, The Kordz-which along with Hamzeh as lead 
singer and founding member Samer Ibrahim on bass, includes 
Mazen Siblini on keyboard , Emile Boustany on drums , and Nadim 
Sioufi on guiLar-is still going strong. There are weekly gigs, all 
heavily attended, a five-track CD called "Last Call" with its top-20 
hit list cover song, and a new full-length CD of original material on 
Lhe way. 

As for Hamzeh 's other imerest, the study of down-to-earth rocks, he 
continued LO pursue that for a while as well. After graduating, and 
despite his growing involvement with The Kordz, he immediately 
began working on his MS in geology. And, because he loved AUB 
so much , the most natural choice was to continue his studies there. 
"Before AUB, 1 never really knew much about geology. I knew it 
was a science related to nature," he says. "But l discovered that it 
involves a lot of imagination, 
like a 30 model in your mind 
of how to see things. You imag
ine processes and how things 
develop and change in nature. 
So, it's all very fascinating, es
pecially for someone like me ... I 
was always a daydreamer." 

But, the degree dragged. 
Although he finished his course 
requirements in one year and 
was a graduate assistant during that Lime, his thesis took somewhat 
longer. Life, as they say, got in the way. For the next three years, 
he worked as a consultant for a British firm engaged in exploring 
groundwater resources in South Lebanon. When that project ended 
and the firm left Lebanon, Hamzeh again turned his attention to 
his thesis, and LO music. But just as he was finally finishing his MS 
and preparing to graduate in 2000, he was given the opportunity to 
work for Warner Music in Lebanon. In the meantime, The Kordz 
continued to perform regularly. 

Hamzeh spent the next three years as label manager for Warner, 
after which he was offered a position with Virgin Megastore to help 
establish the chain in Lebanon. He is still with Virgin, as its Music 
Division Manager, which means he is responsible for all things 
musical-stores and events-in Lebanon. Plus that, he has his own 

label, Temple Entertainment, and has begun to manage a couple 
of other local bands. Then there is The Kordz, of course, and its 
weekly gigs, studio rehearsals , and final preparations to record their 
new CD. "So, I'm not sleeping much," says the 32-year old singer/ 
producer/music specialist, smiling rather contentedly. 

Although the "Last Call" CD, which contains all original material 
written by the band members and friends, was recorded in 2000, it 

wasn't released until 2003 because, as Hamzeh says, "We didn't have 
other material to develop and work on." Also, the band was waiting 
for a record deal, which didn't come through , so they recorded it 
themselves. 

The response LO the CD has been great and the music has received 
acclaim in Lebanon, the Gulf States, and even more recently in 
France. "Sales have been excellent," acknowledges Hamzeh, 
noting that the best-selling cover single of "Last Call" is still 
playing on the radio, and was the number nine song on Lebanon's 
top-100 for 2003. 

The Kordz are now working on a full-length CD. At their weekly 
gig at a nightclub in Sin el Fil, they have been performing a 
number of new tracks live Lo test them. And, the crowds have 
been responding with increasing enthusiasm. Perhaps because the 
band has been rehearsing the new material more regularly, the 
performances are geuing beuer and beuer. ln the past, rehearsals 
were more erratic because the band couldn't find a place. "At the 
University, we had the club , but later on we couldn't find anywhere 

LO rehearse," says Hamzeh, 
who in the meantime built a 
studio in his home. "Now we're 
gelling together on a daily 
basis at my studio LO work on 
material for the album." 

With an American producer 
and studio time in the US and 
Beirut already booked for this 
fall , Hamzeh and his fellow 
band members are set to record 

their new, as yet untitled, CD. And they continue to perform 
weekly. Over the years, they've built quite a following and their fans 
now follow them from gig to gig. "They're there late at night, up 
close waving their hands and cheering us on," says Hamzeh, noting 
that while the band plays as much of their own material as possible, 
they also play the songs of other musicians and band pieces from 
their favorites, like Nirvana, Pink Floyd, and Bob Marley. Hamzeh 
feels especially close LO the latter two. "Since l was young and 
throughout the war, l listened to them endlessly," he remarks. 
"They've been with me always." 

Ultimately, Hamzeh would love nothing more than to be a full-time 
musician. "That's what I'm working towards ," he says. "But I feel 
lucky, because even though I'm not there yet, I'm still in the music 
business. " He adds, "l like geology, but the opportunities seem 
more limited there." 

For now, the plan is for The Kordz LO release a new CD and support 
it by touring and performing. And if Hamzeh has his way, the new 
CD may just bring him and the band back Lo AUB, for one night 
anyway. "AUB changed my life. It's where my passion for music 
finally found an outlet," he says. "I would be honored LO 

perform there again and would love to do the first post-
album show at WesL Hall." 
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Next to the backbone revenues of endowment, tuition, and fees that keep AUB running is the Annual 
Fund-a major source of the day-to-day cash flow support that helps balance the budget. Without it, 
the University would be hard pressed to ensure that its students will continue to get the best in educa
tion. MainGate thinks you should know how the Annual Fund makes a difference. 

By Jaime-Faye Bean 

If you are like me, you anticipate receiving mail, especially the kind 
that infuses a bit of nostalgia into your life. On such occasions, 
it may be a lener or magazine reminding you that you belong to 
an exclusive, global fellowship of roughly 33,000 graduates of 
the American University of Beirut. Like today, for instance, when 
you found this issue of MainGate in your mailbox. Settling in for 
a pleasurable read about what's going on at your alma mater and 
catching up on what your talented and successful fellow AUBites 
are up LO these days, you come across this article about the Annual 
Fund. When you learn the specifics of how it is helping make sure 
that AUB's students receive the best in education, all bets are that 
you too will want Lo become an ongoing member of the Annual 
Fund family ... if you aren't one already. 

Understanding Annual Giving 

Simply put, tuition, endowment revenue, and fees (hospital and 
other) are not sufficient to cover a university's annual operating 
costs. This situation is certainly not unique to AUB; we're only 
one of thousands of colleges and universities that depend on the 
availability of an annual expendable fund to fill the financial gap 
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that persists between balancing the budget and paying for all the 
tools needed to provide top-notch education. What this boils 
down to is that contributions to the Annual Fund are spent in 
their entirety during the current fiscal year in order to meet the 
immediate needs of AUB's students. While donors to the Annual 
Fund may specifically direct their contribution to one of the 
general-use categories (such as Scholarship Aid , the Medical Center, 
Libraries, In formation Technology, and Research and Development), 
the gifts of most significance to the fund's raison d'etre are those 
left unrestricted by the donor, whereby AUB can put them to use 
wherever the need is currently the greatest. 

At many universities, the Annual Fund is considered something of 
a buck-toothed stepsister to the more glamorous Major Gifts and 
Capital Gifts categories. Many people regard the Annual Fund as a 
less attractive option than giving directly to a specific program that 
holds particularly deep meaning to them, and some donors may 
prefer to give to causes that can offer them substantial recognition 
in the form of a naming opportunity. What most people tend to 
overlook, however, is the wide range of ways in which Annual 
Fund revenues contribute directly to the essential daily bread-and
buller needs of a university. At AUB, Annual Fund monies make 



an immediate and lasting impact on all aspects of the educational 
experience by funding programs and initiatives like the following: 

• Scholarship aid to needy and deserving students. 
• New laboratory equipment and library resources. 
• Student programs that enhance academic and social life on 

campus. 
• lmprovements to classrooms. 
• Hiring and retention of top-tier faculty. 
• Maintenance of our beautiful verdant campus: an oasis in the 

midst of Beirut's concrete jungle. 

A Plan for Growth 

Few alumni are aware that one of the objectives of AUB'.s ongoing 
Campaign for Excellence is to stimulate more contributions to 
the Annual Fund and thus increase its capacity to support more 
of the exciting developments now taking place on campus. lt 
is encouraging, meanwhile, to know that Annual Fund support 
among AUB's alumni and friends has been growing. In the five 
years between September 1998 and September 2003, the number 
of the fund's donors increased by 52 percent to 2,190 donors, while 
the total amount of contributions grew by 13 percent. So far this 
fiscal year (since October 1, 2003) , the Annual Fund is on target 
to exceed last year's fundraising total of $5,240,000. An important 
part of sustaining this growth is educating AUB's friends and alumni 
on the true impact of their giving, and offering them strategies to 
make this impact even stronger. 

Contributions to the Annual Fund are spent in 

their entirety during the current fiscal year in 

order to meet the immediate needs of AU B's 

students. 

The first rule of thumb for those who want to make a difference 
at AUB is simply to give. Unfortunately, the overall percentage of 
those who give annually to AUB remains rather low: between 8 to 
10 percent of the total alumni count in recent years. By comparison, 
alumni contributions to colleges and universities in the United States 
average 11 to 15 percent. Giving rates at elite American universities, 
places we might justifiably regard as AUB's peer institutions tend to 
be much higher, reaching up to 55 percent or more. 

Why is AUB's alumni-giving lower than what would normally be 
expected of a school of its caliber? We are tempted to believe that 
many potential donors simply are not aware of the fact that even 
small annual gifts truly do make a big difference. While the old 
adage that everyone'.s drop helps fill the bucket certainly rings 
true, it would be better to measure the value of each Annual Fund 
contribution on an individual level. So far this academic year, for 
example, student financial aid awards started at just $1,230 and 
averaged about $3,150 per student. This means that a group of 

a dozen AUBites, each donating $250, may sponsor one student'.s 
financial aid package for the entire year. ln other words, each 
of these hypothetical donors would be making a contribution 
representing one month's worth of financial aid support for the 
average recipient. Likewise, a gift of $50 might represent the cost of 
lighting a classroom for a month, while a gift of $100 might represent 
the cost of subscribing to a particular academic journal for one of 
AUB's libraries. Granted that these amounts may seem small in the 
larger scheme of AUB'.s annual $160 million budget, but they serve to 
underwrite the cost of items that are essential to the AUB experience. 

Consistency of giving is equally important in supporting AUB, and 
donors who give relatively modest amounts but give them faithfully 
from year to year are having a greater impact on the lives of current 
students than they may appreciate. What many people don't realize 
is that $50 is roughly equal to the annual expendable disbursement 
from $1,000 worth of endowment. Likewise, donors who can 
give $500 per year are providing AUB with approximately the 
same amount of money that would be yielded in a single year from 
$10,000 worth of endowment. 

But with all this information, you may still be wondering why 
donors should make unrestricted gifts to AUB'.s Annual Fund as 
opposed to simply, let'.s say, buying a new computer for a graphic 
design classroom or making a gift purchase of a journal for one of 
the University's libraries. 
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Unrestricted Revenue: The Missing Piece 

The Annual Fund is only one of many sources of revenue for AUB. 
Its importance and potential for providing unrestricted funding, 
however, is unique and essential. In order to fully appreciate the 
role played by unrestricted income at AUB, one must have a basic 
understanding of AUB's other major streams of revenue, including 
the endowment , grams and contracts, hospital revenue, and tuition , 
and how they affect the University's budget. 

According to Comptroller Howard Ray, AU B's endowment curremly 
consists of about 325 separate funds. Each fund is designated to a 
speci fic purpose that was determined by the fund's donor. While 
most of the funds are designated to scholarship aid, others sponsor 
professorships, lectureships, research, or specific studenL services 
programs. 

In recent years, AUB's endowment income has provided coverage 
for approximately 7 percenL of the University's annual budget. This 
is in strong contrast to the situation at top colleges and universities 
in the United States, which can rely on endowment income Lo fund 
20 to 30 percent of their annual budgets. Thus, building the size 
of AUB's endowm.ent, a major goal of the current Campaign for 
Excellence, will eventually produce a greater source of operating 
support. 

However, regardless of its size, an endowment always engenders 
some degree of inherent risk and restriction. Even the most careful 
managemenL cannot fully protect endowment principal from the 
vagaries of market Ouctuations and inOation. In 2001, many 
colleges and universities found their endowments shtinking by 
double-digit factors as investments everywhere were destabilized 
by recession and political disturbance. As a result, Annual Fund 
departments everywhere were sent scrambling to make up for the 
shortfall in revenue. 

While the restrictions put on endowment funds allow universities 
to honor the interests of donors in very special and tangible ways, 
those very restrictions can also sometimes pose complicated 
problems. By way of example, Howard Ray tells the story of a 
particular endowment at Harvard University that was established 
in the days before automobiles for the purpose of building horse 
troughs on campus where sLUdenLs and visitors could refresh 
their mounts. For years after the campus had seen its last horse, 
however, the endowment went unused, collecting earnings on iLs 
principal and growing in value all the while, as use of Lhe fund for 
anything else was prohibited. Finally, Harvard University brought 
the issue Lo court and was able to have the funds legally redirected 
Lo the construction and support of a badly-needed parking facility 
for the campus. 
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AUB's endowments can also pose similar challenges, says Ray. For 
example, occasionally a benefactor will pass away leaving funds 
to AUB that have been designated to a specific purpose without 
ever having contacted Lhe University about his inLentions-and 
because that specific purpose may not be immediately available 
at or appropriate Lo the University, the funds remain untouched. 
In this manner, a small number of funds in the endowment have 
languished unused as staff struggle to find a use for them that is 
true to the spirit of Lhe donor's wishes. 

Like endowment income, revenues that derive from grants and 
contracts awarded to AUB are considered restricted and must be 
used for very specific purposes. They do not significantly relieve 
the University's operational expenses and cannot be diverted even 
under emergency circumstances. The Medical Center, meanwhile , 
appears on paper to provide a significant source of revenue for 
AUB, but this revenue in fact is largely 'pre-dedicated' to deOecting 
the significant expense of running AUBMC. As for tuition, which 
covers nearly half of AUB's operating budget, iL is not a source 
of revenue that can be increased significantly without having a 
substantial effect on the diversity of the student body. 

Unrestricted sources of revenue , therefore , constitute the crucial 
missing piece. They relieve AUB's day-to-day operational 
expenses, enabling it to respond to emergency funding situations 
not covered by any other source of income. To use a business 
term, the Annual Fund provides a major source of 'cash Oow' that 
gives the University needed financial Oexibility and solvency. It is 
also one of AUB's single largest potential avenues for ensuring that 
the rising costs of education are not passed on to students and 
their families. 

The Heart of Annual Giving 

Ultimately, all of these facts and figures do not matter much 
until they are put into emotional context. Those who give to 
the Annual Fund give out of a deep sense of pride in AUB, 
and to enjoy the satisfaction that comes from sharing in AUB's 
success. For many friends and alumni, giving to AUB is also a 
way of strengthening the creative and intellectual resources of the 
Middle East. ln the words of alumnus May Rihani of Bethesda, 
Maryland, "Where l am today in my career is due to a few key 
factors thaL enabled me to succeed and enjoy professional growth 
and continuous learning. No doubt, AUB has been one of those 
principle factors. This is why l contribute to AUB." 

Now there's a little something to think about the next 
time you open your mailbox. 
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Alumni Profile 

A Woman Who Sets 
No Limits 

Alumnus May Rihani creates programs to facilitate the education of 
young girls in the developing world. MainGate Coeditor Lynn Mahoney 

learns about some of her extraordinary experiences and shares her 
plans as President of AANA. 

An anecdote will often speak volumes about the individual telling it. This was certainly the 
case when I met May Rihani (BA '68). As senior vice president and director of global learning 
at the prestigious Academy for Educational Development (AED) in Washington, DC, Rihani 
focuses on gender equity in education around the developing world . She is also the newly 
elected president of the Alumni Association of North America (AANA). 

While we were at her home in Bethesda, Maryland, Rihani recalled a trip to Mali for AED to 
inform the community on the importance of keeping girls in school. She had met with some 
Malian parents who had limited education or were illiterate, and one man had asked, "Why is 
education important? A girl's job is to get married and have children." Rihani said she looked 
at him and said, "You are right. A girl's primary role is to get married and raise children." 

The man then asked her, "So why educate them?" To which Rihani replied, "Because she 
will be a better mother." He immediately got angry and remarked, "You mean to tell me that 
illiterate mothers don't love their children as much as literate ones?" Rihani said she had 
calmly retorted with: "Again, you are absolutely right. Illiterate mothers love their children 
equally. However, the difference is what a mother can give her children in addition to love." 

Rihani related how she had then offered this example to the skeptical man: "There are two 
mothers, one illiterate and the other educated. Both have a sick child they take to the clinic. 
There, a nurse examines the child and writes a prescription containing explicit instructions on 
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treatment. The educated mother can read it but the uneducated 
mother cannot and she may not return to the clinic again out of 
embarrassment. It is not just about love; it is also about reading 
and writing." The Malian man, considering her words, ended up 
by saying, "If you are right, then we should educate all our girls! " 
Rihani , with pride, says, "That story tells you what I do." 

Rihani 's career is an impressive mix of professional 
accomplishment and unbridled passion for the ideal cause she 
champions. Her entree into international development occurred 
while studying for.her master's degree at AUB, when the Beirut
based Institute for Women's Studies in the Arab World recruited 
her for a project. That position soon led to a job with UNESCO 
in Paris as a researcher on Arab women in Francophone 
countries. 

Contentedly living in Paris, Rihani traveled to the United States 
to present a paper at a conference. There, she met a senior 
officer of TransCentury, a US-based international development 
corporation, which resulted in her being offered a position. 
Rihani recalls that living in the US had not been in her plans 
at the time, but after many persuasive international calls, she 
packed her bags for Washington, DC. 

"That really was the beginning, " she says thoughtfully. "At 
TransCentury in 1977 we started the Secretariat for Women in 
Development. I had initially been hired for my work on Arab 
women, which led me to focus on women internationally, which 
led me into education." 

She has perpetually been trying to narrow the gap between 
education levels for girls and boys in the developing world, 
particularly since taking her post in 1998 at AED, a non-profit 
organization that specializes in designing and implementing 
programs in education, public health, civil society, youth, and 
the environment. One of Rihani's current projects is Strategies 
for Advancing Girls' Education, or SAGE. Being implemented 
in Ghana, Mali, Guinea, Congo, and El Salvador, SAGE takes 
a unique approach in promoting education for young girls at 
the community level. Its goal is "to introduce new players and 
create a public awareness that is not just a directive that comes 
from the country's ministry of education, but also involves the 
private sector and civil society." Achieving a high quality of 
education through teacher training, reforming curricula, and 
relevancy in education is also of paramount concern. 

"SAGE's efforts with local businesses were highly successful," 
Rihani says. "In El Salvador, for example, we convinced a 
popular fast-food chicken restaurant chain to print ads on their 
placemats about the importance of girls staying in school. Every 
family that ate there couldn't avoid reading the message - and 
coming from an unofficial objective source gave it more weight. " 

A SAGE project in Guinea created a media task force, which 
produced many newspaper articles and television reports 
based on individual success stories dealing with the importance 
of staying in school. Rihani notes that religious organizations 
have also become engaged, with mullahs speaking about girls' 
education at Friday prayers in the mosques. 

While Rihani 's work has strengthened educational systems and 
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shaken up some cultural norms, she is quick to point out that 
the communities AED assists fully embrace its efforts. "No 
parent wants to deprive a daughter of education. In developing 
countries, it is often either a question of economics, or a 
concern for safety when girls have to walk a long distance to 
school , or the daily burden of household chores that keeps 
young girls out of school. " 

Rihani's home is filled with treasures which she and her husband 
Zuheir AI-Faqih (BA '68) acquired on their many international 
sojourns. Also prominent are pictures and books of the 
celebrated Lebanese author and intellectual Ameen Rihani , who 
was a contemporary and friend of Kahlil Gibran. "He is my 
father Albert's older brother. We grew up in the Rihani home, 
part of which is a museum dedicated to him," she says wistfully. 
"I am guided by Ameen Rihani's absolute conviction that there 
is great potential for a deeper understanding between East and 
West. I adhere to this, especially with regard to the Middle East 
and the US. " She finds that her work with AANA is closely 
linked to that principle. 

Rihani has been affiliated with AANA since 1989, when she was 
asked to help reactivate the Washington, DC Chapter, which 
has become one of the most successful in the association. 
Since being elected AANA president in June, she has been 
busy devising an ambitious platform: "I want to increase the 
involvement of alumni in North America at the grassroots level , 
meaning I want each member, not just the chapter's leadership, 
to be more participatory in events. " 

She adds that she would also like to see more diversified 
activities: "The more choices AANA offers the better. Intellectual, 
cultural , musical, fundraising , auctions, casual get-togethers 
whatever your interest is, we will do it. " Additionally, she plans 
to continue her work reactivating chapters and strengthening the 
relationship between AANA and AUB's New York Office. 

Other plans include organizing retreats for chapter presidents 
to encourage strong partnerships, like the relationship between 
the Washington and Baltimore chapters. Preparations are 
also underway for a national event built around an intellectual 
program that will deal with the need for greater understanding 
between the United States and the Middle East. Rihani wants 
to communicate to alumni that while fundraising for AUB is 
important, it is not the sole mission of AANA. 

Her affection for and commitment to AANA is apparent. "It is 
really a great opportunity to participate, regardless at what level. 
I feel fortunate to serve the AUB community of North America. 
AANA really does create a bridge between Lebanon, the Middle 
East, and North America. " 

Reflecting on AUB and its impact, May Rihani says, "I realized 
while at AUB that there are no limits in life." Whether she is 
urging parents in the developing world to keep their daughters in 
school or helping North American alumni connect with their alma 
mater, she apparently refuses to set any limits. 
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Alumni Activit ies 

Lebanon 

Special Report on Class Reunions 
AUB hosted its fourth annual class reunion celebration in July. 
This year's group reunion centered on the 25th , 20th, 15th, 
10th, and 5th anniversaries of those who graduated from AUB 
in 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, and 1999. 

Class reunion alumni cutting the AUB cake with Provost Peter Heath (front row, 
third from left) at Marquand House reception 

Hundreds of alumni gathered at 6:00 pm on July 16 inside 
and around West Hall to register, receive their name badges, 
and-in some cases-encounter former classmates for the 
first time in more than twenty years . _Those who could find an 
empty seat filed into the new Bathish Auditorium in West Hall 
where they were welcomed by Samir Kadi , associate director 
of Development. An adjacent space was set up so that the 
overflow alumni could follow the activities on the 1V screen. 
Provost Peter Heath provided a brief overview of the many 
changes and improvements that have taken place at AUB in 
recent years . His presentation prompted many questions from 
the attendees, who were particularly interested in issues related 
to the relationship between alumni and their alma mater and 
the status of the job market in Lebanon and the region. On 
their way out of the auditorium, groups of graduates gathered 
together along the inner stairs of West Hall for class photos. 

The evening concluded with dinner on the lawn of Marquand 
House, with Provost Heath and several deans there to 
welcome the almost 800 celebrating alumni and their spouses. 
The guests enjoyed the splendid buffet dinner and the cutting 
of the celebration cake-giving them all the opportunity to take 
more memorable photos. 

On the evening of July 17, around 250 of the alumni gathered 
at the elegant Four Points Sheraton Hotel in Bhamdoun 
(Four Seasons Sheraton Hotel) for a lavish dinner dance. The 
program included a raffle and the chance to win more than 
130 prizes that included airline tickets and luxurious items 
such as designer jewelry and clothing. A second celebration 
cake, formed in the shape of the AUB seal , was enjoyed by all, 
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as they watched the spectacular display of fireworks. Many 
guests were still on the dance floor at 2 am. 

By noon on July 18, most of the alumni groups had gathered 
to spend the day around the pool of the hotel. After partaking 
of a generous brunch, they were entertained by a professional 
magician, three animators, and a fun session of face painting. 
The rest of the day was spent swimming or simply soaking up 
the relaxing atmosphere. All too soon, the light began to fade 
and it was time to pack up and head home. The alumni took 
with them unforgettable memories and left behind donations 
totaling more than $18,000-monies that will be added to the 
Class Reunion Scholarship Fund. The Class Reunion 
celebrations are now an annual event. Next year, AUB will 
be welcoming the graduates of 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, and 
2000. 

AUB Alumni Association 
In its first meeting, held on August 4, the new council of the 
AUB Alumni Association elected a new Managing Board, 
composed of the following officers : President Fawaz El 
Merheby, Vice President George Azar, General Secretary 
Mouhiddine Dughan, Treasurer Ramzi Alamuddin, and Member
at-Large Yasser Muhanna. 

Middle East 

Eastern Province/Saudi Arabia 
Tawfik Zein, president of the Eastern Province Branch visited 
President John Waterbury on May 11 and presented him with 
a check in the amount of $20,000, which wil l be added to the 
Eastern Province/Saudi Arabia Endowed Scholarship Fund. 
The amount respresents the proceeds of the Eastern Province 
alumni activities throughout the year, the last event having 
been the annual gala dinner that was held in Bahrain this past 
February. President Waterbury thanked Zein for the continued 
commitment and support of the Eastern Province alumni in 
helping talented needy students attend AUB. 

Egypt 
On May 30, the newly established alumni branch in Egypt 
launched its fi rst activity. More than 200 persons gathered in the 

AUB alumni in Egypt enjoyed a concert by renowned 
pianist Walid Howrani (third from left) in May 



Najat Zarour awarded first President's Medal for Voluntary Service by Alumni from 
AUB President John Waterbury 

Recognizing An Exceptional Commitment to AUB 

Many alumni are known for their close ties to and commitment 
to AUB. And then, there are some alumni who take that 
commitment one step further as volunteers who work tirelessly 
in promoting AUB in their community; in recruiting promising 
students; organizing galas, receptions, picnics, cultural events, 
lectures to bring alumni and friends closer together; and 
in raising funds in support of their alma mater's pursuit of 
educational excellence. Najat Zarour, president of the Dubai 
Chapter, is one of these exceptional volunteers for AUB. 

To recognize the importance of alumni volunteerism, AUB 
President John Waterbury awarded Zarour the first-ever 
President's Medal for Voluntary Service at the Dubai Alumni 
Dinner on May 13. He said he was in Dubai "to honor Najat 
because her service to AUB, her tireless efforts on behalf of the 
University here in Dubai, are simply without equal." 

Manasterly Palace in Cairo to listen to a recital by the renowned 

Lebanese pianist , Walid Howrani. After the recital , alumni and 

friends enjoyed a pleasant drink, catching up on news of each 

other and talking about future branch activities. 

Asia 

Afghanistan 

Samir Kadi, associate director of Development/Alumni Affairs, 

visited Afghanistan June 3 and 4. The visit was organized by 

Yussef Pashtun, the governor of Kandahar; Nasrine Gross (BA 

'70); and Abeda Osman (BA '80). While in Kabul , Kadi met with 

Minister of Higher Education Sharif Fayed; General Director 

of Civil Service Asad Farad (BA '72); President Mohammad 

Akbar Popal of Kabul University (a former AUB student); Zalmay 

Khalilizad , the US ambassador to Afghanistan (BA '72, MA 

'7 4); and Anwar Alhaq Ahadi (BA '7 4, MA '77), governor of the 

Central Bank. The meetings were held to establish relationships 

and examine the possibility of joint projects with AUB. 

Alumni Activities 

Zarour graduated from AUB in 1969 with a BA in Public 

Administration and became active with the AUB Alumni 

Association in 1987 when she and her husband Yusuf lived 

in Oman. She established a branch in Muscat that went on 

to raise $90,000 to name a conference room in College Hall. 

The Oman Branch soon became known for its many activities 

that provided alumni with a means to stay in touch and be 

connected to the University. 

When the Zarours moved to Dubai in 1996, they became 

involved with the Dubai and Northern Emirates Branch . Najat 

became president of the branch in 1998. In the last seven years, 

the Dubai Branch has been among the most active in the AUB 

Alumni Association with an array of social events from galas, to 

Eid dinners, to sporting events. The branch made fundraising a 

goal and has raised $1 .2 million. 

President Waterbury praised Zarour for her exceptional efforts 

on behalf of AUB "There is certainly something in the leadership 

of Dubai that takes entrepreneurship and daring to new heights." 

He continued, "Now energy, daring, and entrepreneurship are 

all well and good, but at the end of the day there has to be a 

catalyst, a magic spark that makes things happen in Dubai , and 

in the AUB Alumni Association of Dubai and Northern Emirates. 

That magic spark has a name, and the name is Najat Zarour." 

The President's Medal. for Voluntary Service by Alumni is 

awarded to those alumni who have provided exceptional 

support to the University by their dedication of time and effort in 

organizing and leading alumni. 

Afghani alumni gather in June to show their love for their alma mater and establish 
a new chapter 

Minister of Finance Ashraf Ghani (BA '68, MA '73) hosted a 
reception for the alumni and friends at the prime minister 's 
office. Over 20 alumni attended and all shared their memories 
of AUB and spoke of the loyalty they still feel for their alma 
mater. Later that evening, more than 30 alumni gathered to 
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Alumni Activities 

establish the first Afghanistan Alumni Branch. Nasrine Gross 
welcomed the attendees and then gave the floor to Governor 
Pashtun and President Popal respectively. Both speakers 
expressed appreciation to AUB for its assistance in helping 
establish the branch, and President Popal offered Kabul 
University as a venue for branch meetings. The following day, 
Governor Pashtun hosted a lunch to celebrate the event. 

North America 

Southern California 
It was a spectacular summer evening in Los Angeles on July 
10, when alumnus Varoujan Bedirian hosted a dinner for the 

Southern California President Genane Malouff (standing center) with chapter 
members (first and second from right) Jinan and Adnan Darwiche and 
(from left) Nada Zacca, Rani Saad, and Sarni Maalouf. 

young alumni of the Southern California Chapter. With the 
songs of Fairouz playing in the background, everyone had a 
wonderful time reuniting with old friends, meeting new ones, 
and sharing tales of their unforgettable AUB days. 

Several days later, on July 17, a group of 25 Southern 
California alumni hiked up to Temescal Canyon. Mounting 
the five uphill miles with ease, they reached the top to be 
rewarded with a magnificent panoramic view of the landscape 
below. 

Southern California alumni relax at a dinner hosted by alumnus Varou1an 
Bedirian in July. 
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The third summer 9-Ctivity organized by the Southern California 
Chapter was a Sunday brunch on August 29. Held at the 
Mandaloun Restaurant in Glendale, the delectable event 
attracted more than 1 00 alumni and friends , who spent 
the mid-day hours combining fine food and drink with the 
welcome pleasures of conversation among friends . Genane 
Maalouf, president of the chapter, greeted the attendees and 
expressed appreciation for their support. 

Iranian Alumni of Southern California Gather for a 
"Reunion" 
The weekend of July 16-18 added up to three days of fun , 
camaraderie, and nostalgia for some thirty Iranian AUB 
alumni and spouses living in Southern California. Organized 
by Shawn Mokhtari (BE '66), the weekend program started 
on Friday night with a dinner at the residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jamal Sarraf (BE '67) in Irvine , California, which lasted 
past midnight. On Saturday morning, a large number of the 
group met at the Mokhtari home to discuss ideas on how to 
help AUB students, their concern heightened by memories of 
their own student days at the University. And in the evening, 
they all gathered for a gala dinner at the Caspian Restaurant, 
renowned in Orange County for its fine cuisine and live Middle 
Eastern entertainment. That festivity, too, lasted way past 
midnight. 

On Sunday morning, the entire group gathered for Sunday 
brunch at the Mokhtari home, where they continued 
discussing alumni-related activities, including plans for a future 
gathering in Beirut. A highlight of the day was when Mokhtari 
distributed copies of a bulletin announcing Ms. Sepideh 
Zaafari as the recipient of the Reza Soroush Memorial Fund 
Scholarship. The success of this endeavor prompted the 
group to explore establishing an Iranian AUB Alumni Fund that 
could annually provide assistance to needy Iranian students at 
the University. 

Another highlight of the day was the homemade video that 
Dr. Mohammad Fatehi (BE '68) had taken during his years at 
AUB (1963-68), which literally brought tears to many eyes. 
The group reluctantly dispersed around 5 pm, as the reunion 
concluded with the singing of the alma mater. 



Marking 50 Years of Public Health Education, 
Research, and Practice 

To Commemorate SO Years of Health Sciences 
at the American University of Beirut 

All alumni of the Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) and the former School of Public Health 
are warmly invited to come celebrate our 50th Anniversary December 9-11, 2004. 

Whatever part of the world you reside in, we hope you will join us on campus 
as we reflect on our past, honor our heroes, and dream for the future. 

With many milestones behind us, we're looking forward to the work ahead. 

th 

Commemoration ceremony Reception by AUB President John Waterbury 
Two-day scientific conference General meeting with alumni Gala dinner 

As part of the celebrations FHS is preparing an Alumni Directory. If you have been out of touch, please let us know 
your current e-mail and postal mailing address so we can include you in the registry of alumni as well as faculty mailings. 

Detailed information on the program is available on our website: http://fhs.aub.edu.lb/anniversary 
Or contact Dr. Muna al-Khalidi . Tel: +961 -1-374374 (ext. 4687 or 4680); fax: +961 -1-744470; e-mail ma77@aub.edu.lb 
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An 

with Dr. 
Ibrahim 
Dagher 
(Professor Emeritus, 1996) 

Dr. Ibrahim Dagher is renowned for his pioneering work in 
thoracic and cardiovascular surgery. In 1958, he performed the 
first open-heart surgery in the region and, in 1959, the first to tal 
cardiopulmonary bypass in Lebanon (the fifth country in the world 
to perform such surgery). How he accomplished those milestones 
is legendary. With the assistance of machine shop technicians he 
devised and constructed a blood oxygenator and also transformed 
an old porcelain bathtub into a functional water mattress to provide 
full body hypothermia . He recalls how he would personally pick 
up the huge bag of ice needed to cool the water mattress from Abu 
Talibs, a neighborhood shop blocks away, and carry it on his back 
to the hospital on the morning of a scheduled operation. 

When did you arrive at AUB? 
l graduated from AUB in 1951 and then did my surgical training at 
the AUB hospital. Because of my performance, the Department of 
Surgery recommended that I sit for the specialty examination of the 
American Board of Surgery. So, I enrolled at Case Western Reserve 
University and took the exam the next year. This was the first 
exception to the ru le at the time-that candidates for the exam were 
required to have received their training in the United States. So, I 
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was the first to be given that opportunity, thus establishing 
precedence. The board allowed other AUE-trained candidates to sit 
for the exam. 

What was your first impression of AUB as a student? 
When l enrolled at AUB in 1945, l was impressed by its beautiful 
campus, the many buildings, and the cultural diversity of its 
students. Coming from the French educational system, studying at 
AUB was quite a change. l found the American system of education 
at AUB to be very flexible, practical, and down to earth. Un li ke 
the French system, we didn't simply read in order to memorize 
unnecessary things ... there was a lot of give-and-take dialogue in the 
learning process. 

Where did you teach most of your classes when you became a 
professor in the Faculty of Medicine? 
When l began my work as a surgeon, I also began teaching. l 
was put in charge of training my students and was also involved 
in administrative duties as well. Concomitant with that, l was 
conducting research in what we called "the Dog Lab," which was 
located in Van Dyke Hall. From this research, l devised a certain 



way for oxygenating the blood during thoracic (open-heart) 
surgery; and, with the help of AUB technicians, l was able to put 
together a useable open-heart machine. 

Being invo lved in teaching, research, and administration-as wel l 
as the constant load of surgery-meant there was no end to the 
day. 

What do you think your students most remember about your 
classes and about you personally for them to have given you 
the surname of "EI-Muallem"? 
l would say that my students liked my way of teaching and 
especially loved the way l did my surgery. They all wanted to 
imitate me. 

Are you still in touch with your former students? 
After all these years, l still remember my students and have 
kept in touch with a number of them. I am very proud of those 
who have done so well professionally and now hold very good 
positions here, as well as in the region and in the US 

Did you stay at AUB during the war years (1975-90)? 
Yes, 1 remained through most of those years, except after 1 took 
my family to the US in 1978 and l would leave to visit them. 
Between 1978 and 1980, l taught and performed surgery at 
the University of West Vi rginia School of Medicine, while also 
continuing with my AUB commitments. 

Do you have any particular memories from those years? 
At the AUB Medical Center, where the emergency room was open 
24 hours a day, we accepted all patients, regardless of political or 
religious affiliation or their ability to pay. We worked day and 
night. I was given a place to stay in the AUB faculty apartments 
so that I could have quick access to the hospital. The times when 
we had mass casualties were awful, but we were able to take care 
of all who needed help. 

You retired from AUB in 1990, and then rejoined in 1992. 
How did that happen? 
At that time, AUB staff was obliged to retire at the age of 65, but 
this policy was changed and l was able to return two years later. 

Did you continue to operate? 
For a while l did, then l stepped back and worked as a supervisor, 
technician, and administrator. l wanted to give my students 
opportunity to gain more surgical experience. I have always felt 
that my students are my product and that 1 am not in competition 
with them ... that l am, in fact, complementary to them. 

What impact has AUB had on your life? 
l am imbued with the AUB spirit. l have always been an AUBite. 
Before enroll ing at AUB, l had graduated in 1937 from the French 
section of International College, which was then the preparatory 
school of the University. Except for my two years of specialized 
training in Ohio, I have been at AUB ever since. 
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What changes have you noticed at AUB over the years? 
In the 1940s when I first started, AUB was like a family, much, 
much smaller than it is today. lt has grown to be a very large 
and important institution. The relationship between people 
is no longer just personal or based on friendship. It is more 
professional, more academic. Because of technology and e-mail, 
the University is becoming paperless, even talkless. This has been 
somewhat hard to adjust to. But, on the whole, I feel it is very 
positive. Communication is more efficient and reliable. 

Also, computers are at my service. In surgery, at the beginning, 
we used to say things like , "a big surgery, a big incision"; "open it 
like a book and work"; and "give me elbow room, give me space." 
But now, wi th modern technology, we are doing endoscopic and 
tubular surgery in the heart itself. We have robotic su rgery as 
well , in which the patient can be at a location other than that of 
the surgeon. 

Do you have something you would like to say to students of 
medicine? 
What l would like to say is that they should not mix feelings with 
science. Science is very dry and does not recognize or deal with 
affections. Take the present controversy on stem cell research. 
There is nothing sacred in science. But from a humanitarian 
perspective , we have to be careful not to become "little creators. " 
Advances in genetics for therapeutic reasons hold great promise 
and l am all for it; but when we start thinking of creating our own 
selves, we are set on a perilous path. We should not genetically 
manufacture human beings or we will become cheap, 
a product like another piece of hardware. Certainly, 
human dignity and the uniqueness of the individual 
will be diminished. 
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Class Notes 

19405 19605 

Alexander Kouguell (BA Leila Fawaz (BA '67; State Colin L. Powell. David Finley Moore (MA 
'43) played at the Midsummer MA '68), lssam M. Fares For more information on the '65) presented a lecture, 
Mozart Concert as part of the Professor of Lebanese and FCEMS conference, which "Saudi Arabia and Gulf 
Park-McCullough summer Eastern Mediterranean is open to the public, visit Issues," on August 11 at 
series in North Bennington, Studies and founding website http://farescenter. the Lenoir Public Library in 
Vermont, on August 8. director of the Fares Center tufts.edu and contact Claudia Lenoir, North Carolina. He 
The Russian-born cellist is for Eastern Mediterranean Zelada at 617-627 6560 or is a retired college professor 
professor emeritus at the Studies at Tufts University e-mail fares-center@tufts.edu. who specialized on the 
Aaron Copeland School of (FCEMS), will be hosting Middle East after having 
Music at Queens College. a major international Sadad Al-Husseini (BS '68) worked in Saudi Arabia 
He was a member of the conference November 8-9, retired from Saudi Aramco on for two years, where he 
Silvermine Quartet and taught 2004. The event, entitled March 1 as executive vice- developed his interest in 
at the Peabody Conservatory "Engaging in Dialogue president and member of its the region. In addition to 
of Music. Kouguell, who is on US Foreign Policy," is board of directors. He first AUB, he has degrees from 
also a graduate of the Ecole being cosponsored by the joined Aramco in 1972, and Harvard University and has 
Normale de Musique de Paris FCEMS, the Fletcher School his assignments since then done graduate work at the 
and received his doctorate of Law and Diplomacy, included senior executive University of North Carolina. 
at Columbia University, has the Provost's Office, and posts in the company's 
toured extensively throughout the University College of oil and gas exploration, 19805 
the United States, Europe, Citizenship and Public production, and development 
and the Middle East. Service. The conference will operations. He was a special Ibrahim Gedeon (BE '86) 

assess current US foreign representative of the Kingdom was profiled in the August 
policy in the Middle East in of Saudi Arabia in its natural 2 issue of The Edmonton 19505 
a post-cold war and post- gas negotiations from 2000 Journal about his position 

Xenophon A. Danos (BA September 11 context. to 2002 . Al-Husseini was a as chief technology officer at 

'56) writes that the best Speakers will include scholars member of the Saudi Aramco TELUS Corporation, one of 

years of his life were when and policy makers from the management committee from Canada's leading providers 

he was a student at AUB, Middle East, Europe, and the 1992 until his retirement and of data, Internet Protocol 

from 1948 to 1956. After he US. was elected a member of its (IP), and voice and wireless 

graduated, he was employed board in 1996. He recently communications services. In 

at TAPLINE until 1972, and 
On November 10, the wrote an article for the the interview, Gedeon noted 
Fares Center will also hold August 2 issue of Oil & Gas that regardless of his title, he then went to Greece to work 
the annual lssam M. Fares Journal, entitled "Why Higher "sees a world where there are at the Motor Oil Company. 
Lecture at Tufts University, Oil Prices Are Inevitable This no white-collar or blue-collar Danos says he would love to which is sponsored by Year and for the Rest of the workers ... just no-color-collar." communicate with old friends, Trustee Emeritus lssam M. Decade." A self-proclaimed technology but unfortunately has lost 
Fares, Deputy Prime Minister "geek," he said his goal is touch with many because 
of Lebanon. Past lecture After receiving his BS in "to evolve the TELUS into of the war. He can be 

reached at Motor Oil, lrodou 
speakers have included geology from AUB, Al- something more applied and 
former presidents William J. Husseini obtained his MS and practical." He also noted that Attikou 12A, 151 24 Marousi, 
Clinton, George H. W. Bush, PhD in geological sciences the TELUS consumer vision is Athens, Greece, tel. 0030210 

8094125 and 6822471, fax 
Valery Giscard d'Estaing, from Brown University. He to bring network services into 
former Prime Minister of is an honorary member of the home, so that the PC, TV, 0030210 8094230, and 
Great Britain Margaret the Society of Petroleum phone, and stereo can work e-mail: danosxe@moh.gr. 
Thatcher, former Secretary Engineers and the American together on one screen. 
of State James A. Baker Institute of Metallurgical, 
Ill , former Senator George Mining, and Petroleum 
Mitchell, and Secretary of Engineers. 
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1990s 

Rima A. Wahab (BSc 
Agriculture '95) lives in the 
United States and is married 
to Ty S. Twibell of Missouri. 
As an environmental activist, 
her research and academic 

interests have focused on the 
use of remote sensing/GIS 
for environmental change 
assessment. Her husband 
Ty, a lawyer who is a strong 
activist for human rights and 
refugee issues, received 
the "Pro-Bono Attorney of 
the Year" award in June 
from the American-Arab 
Antidiscrimination Committee 
in the United States. 

20005 

Saifedean Ammous (BME 
'03) is finishing his master's 
in Development Management 
at the London School of 
Economics. He writes that he 
will be moving to New York 
City to start work on a PhD 
in sustainable development 
at Columbia University. Ruba 
AI-Amad (MSc Nutrition '02), 
meanwhile, is finishing her 
master's degree in human 

rights at University College 
London. The happy couple, 
who first met at AUB, 
became engaged on July 
26. They write that they 
enjoy MainGate and hope 
to return soon for a visit to 
their beloved Beirut and alma 
mater. 

Send us your news and opinions. 

Genane Maalouf (BBA '98) 
writes that after graduation 

she worked as an invest

ment analyst for Blomlnvest 
Bank for two years and was 

subsequently recruited by 

Union Bank of California. 

She is currently a financial 

analyst for the business 

units of the bank. Maalouf 
is also actively involved with 

several non-profit groups in 

Los Angeles. As a strategic 

planner for P.A.L.S., she 

advises the organization on 

issues regarding optimizing its 
philanthropic operation . She 

is also involved in theoretical 

and applied models with L.A. 

Works, a non-profit group 

that deals with eradicating 

poverty and improving impov

erished lives. Genane is cur

rently president of the AANA 

Class Notes 

Southern California Chapter. 

Her participation in AUB 

alumni activities stems from 

her days at the University, 

where she was treasurer 

and vice president of the 

Business School Society 

and served on the Student 

Representative Committee. 

She continues her efforts to 

support AUB and encourages 

other graduates to participate 

and become more actively 

involved locally and nationally. 

Mabrouk to Yanai Jaghbir 
(BE '03) and Amani Saleh 
(BA '01) on their marriage, 

which took place on April 

29, 2004. The couple now 

lives in Bahrain, where Yanai 

is an associate consultant 

at KPMG and Amani is a 

speech/ language therapist. 

With AUBites scattered all around the world, it can be hard to stay in touch with fellow alumni and friends. Send your personal 
updates to the MainGate class notes section. It's an excellent way to share news within the AUB community. Have a new job? 
Recently married or welcomed a new baby? Received any professional awards or honors? New publications? Planning a retirement? 
Spread the word-some of your classmates have probably been wondering what you have been up to for years. 
AUB would also like to hear what you think about MainGate. Tell us what kinds of features you would like to read or not read. We 
want your feedback! 

Class notes and comments can be sent by e-mail to maingate@aub.edu .lb 
Or by regular mail to: 

American University of Beirut 
Attn: Office of Information and Public Relations 
PO Box 11-0236 
Riad El Solh, 1107 2020 
Beirut, Lebanon 

or American University of Beirut 
Office of Communications 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
8th Floor 
New York City, NY 10017-2303 
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In Memoriam 

Constantine Beros (faculty member 1968-70) of Oakland, 
California, died on August 6 after a lengthy illness. He was born 
in Siatista, Greece, and moved to the United States when he 
was 18. Affectionately known as "Dino," he was chairman of 
the Department of Political Science at AUB from 1968 to 1970. 
Before and after that period, he had taught at the University of 
Colorado and Texas Christian University. His wife, Karin Beros, 
to whom he was married for over 50 years, died in 1954. His 
three sons survive him. 

John Karayusuf (BA '43) died on July 24 in Arden, North 
Carolina. A native of Turkey, he came to the United States 
in 1957 and resided in St. Paul , Minnesota, until 1978, 
after which he moved to Ashville, North Carolina. His wife 
Sophie died in 1996. Two sons, one daughter, and three 
grandchildren survive him. 

Kamal Kuwayti (MO '51) died on April 14 in Ottawa at the age 
of 77. A respected endocrinologist, Dr. Kuwayti conducted a 
private practice at the Ottawa Civic Hospital for almost 40 years. 
Well known as a physician, he was also a respected member of 
Ottawa's Jewish community. 

Born in Basra, Iraq, on December 29, 1927, Kuwayti was the 
top high school graduate in southern Iraq in 1943. This earned 
him a British Council scholarship to AUB, where he studied 
medicine with the additional financial assistance of an older 
brother who was a physician and was the only Jewish student in 
the medical school at the time. In 1948, those of his family still 
residing in Iraq fled to Israel; and shortly thereafter, the university 
administration voted to expel him from the medical school. 
But the students mobilized in solidarity, vowing they would not 
attend the graduation ceremony if the vote was upheld. The 
vote was rescinded and he stayed to complete his MD. 

Dr. Kuwayti, who liked cosmopolitan Beirut and enjoyed working 
side by side with the Lebanese and Palestinians, worked in 
Lebanon until 1952. He then realized his dream of living in 
North America, when he was offered a position in Ottawa. Later 
he set up a private practice at the Ottawa Civic Hospital. He 
taught endocrinology at the University of Ottawa from 1983 
until his death and was acting head of the Department of 
Endocrinology at Ottawa Civic Hospital. 

Uthman Shibaro (MO '56) of Falls Church, Virginia, died on 
August 6 of congestive heart failure. He conducted a general 
surgery practice in Fairfax from 1963 to 1998 and was an 
attending physician at lnvoa Fairfax Hospital from 1963 to 2000. 
Before settling in the Washington area in 1963, he had been the 
chief surgical resident at Lenox Hill Hospital. He was a member 
of the Fairfax Medical Society, a fellow of the American College 
of Surgeons, and a diplomate of the American Board of Surgery. 
His wife, Arlene Gilman, died in 1997. Two children survive him. 
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Riad Tabbara (MD '39, former faculty 1941-77) passed 
away at the age of 90. He was born on June 12, 1914, in 
Beirut. After receiving his MD degree, Dr. Tabbara finished his 
postgraduate training at AUBMC in 1941. He was a clinical 
assistant in internal medicine from 1941 to 1943 and was then 
promoted to instructor. From 1945 to 194 7, Tabbara pursued 
postgraduate training in cardiology at Harvard University and at 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

He then returned to AUB as assistant clinical professor of 
internal medicine, was promoted to associate clinical professor 
in 1951 , and became a full professor in 1959. From 1967 to 
1977, he served as chairman of the Department of Internal 
Medicine. Tabbara was an active member of the Lebanese 
Order of Physicians, the Lebanese Association of Cardiologists 
and Cardiac Surgeons, and the American College of 
Physicians. 

Described by many as a role model in leadership and honesty, 
he was noted for his fairness to faculty and students alike. Dr. 
Tabbara was among those honored as one of the beloved 
"Kibaruna" teachers by the AUB Medical Alumni Association in 
2003. His wife, Samira Hajjarm, and three sons survive him. 

Abdul Munim Talhouk (BS '48, MS '55), emeritus professor 
of entomology at the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences, 
passed away in April. As a young man, he took over his 
father's orchard and embarked on his lifelong devotion to 
insects. He became a biology major at AUB, graduated with 
a BS in 1948, and an MS in 1955 and then by 1956 was 
teaching in the new School of Agriculture. In 1960, he received 
his doctorate from the University of Munich in Germany. 

Talhouk went on to become a distinguished world-class 
entomologist. He discovered some 400 insects previously 
unknown in Saudi Arabia, and some 150 species of insects 
and mites new to science in Lebanon, Syria, and Saudi Arabia. 
In recognition of this achievement one genus and twelve 
species from Arabia and thirteen species from Lebanon and 
Syria were named after Talhouk (e .g., Synopseas talhouki and 
Nigilgia talhouki) by leading world taxonomists. 

During his career Talhouk published 75 articles and four books, 
the latest of which, The Role of Insects in the Environment: 
Diversity of Moths in Lebanon, appeared in Arabic (1996) and 
in English (1997). The AUB Press published a revised edition 
of his Insects and Mites Injurious to Crops in Middle Eastern 
Countries in 2002, the proceeds from which he donated to 
needy AUB students. 

Talhouk's legacy lives on in the work of his many students 
and in his unparalled collection of local insects, which he 
assembled between 1930 and 1998 and donated to the 
Natural History Museum of AUB. 





AUB American 
University 
of Beirut 

~---h.~k;.:W 

Return Address 

Lebanon 
AUB Development Office 
PO Box 11-0236 
Beirut, Lebanon 1107-2020 

USA 
American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
8th Floor 
New York City, NY 10017-2303 

nv . ..,., 
P. 297 


