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Mastering Middle East Studies 
The Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies takes that old saying, "the world is your class 
room" one step further for MA students. MainGate discovers that through an interdisciplinary 
approach and engaging lectures, students who learn about the Middle East in the Middle East at 
AUB have a particular edge. 

Signs of Peace 
In 1945 fifty delegates from around the world gathered in San Francisco to sign a charter to form 
the United Nations. Nineteen of those signatures came from AUB alumni. Nada AI-Awar talks with 
Saudi delegate Ahmad Abduljabbar (BA '43) about that historic day and his thoughts on the future 
of diplomacy. 

A Global Reach 
Neda Tschirgi (BA '68; MA '70) has made a career of assessing the elements for ensuring security for 
fragile nations. MainGate Coeditor Lynn Mahoney Calder learns how for Tschirgi issues of social 
and economic development are intrinsically tied to security issues. 

Breaking Misperceptions, Promoting Awareness 
Three years after its inception, the Understanding Contemporary Islam program of AUB has shown 
that the best venues for expanding knowledge can be found in the classroom and in the community. 
May Farah discovers how this unique initiative has changed the outlook of some American students 
and citizens and the UC! scholars as well. 

Special to MainGate - A Tribute to Former Prime Minister Rafic B. Hariri 

To Understand America Better 
With its first director at the helm , the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz Alsaud Center for 
American Studies and Research at AUB is creating and sponsoring compelling interdisciplinary 
courses and programs in American politics, history, and culture for students eager to learn more 
about the United States. Ma inGate reports on how the center got its start and how American studies 
is being approached at AUB. 

Getting Iraq s Universities Back on Track 
An international program is sending 500 Iraqi academics to universities around the world so they 
can return to their homeland armed with the latest trends in higher education. Nada AI-Awar learns 
about the experiences of the first group of Iraqi fellows , who spent a semester at AUB and are now 
back home helping to upgrade their own university system. 

Best of the Brightest 
Since 1999, AUB's Merit Scholarship Program has been providing a free education 10 ten of the top 
students from Lebanon's secondary schools each year. Sonya Knox meets some of these men and 
women and hears from them about their experiences at AUB. 
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From the Editors 

I 

II Ma1nGate Spring 2005 

February 14, 2005 profoundly changed the lives of all AUBites and the people of Lebanon. 
The horrific and shocking death of Rafic B. Hariri, former prime minister of Lebanon and 
AUB trustee, threw the country into a period of profound mourning. The impact of Mr. 
Hariri's untimely and tragic death deeply wounded alumni, friends, and Lebanese nationals 
residing all over the world. Memorials were quickly and emotionally arranged by alumni 
from New York to Ottawa and beyond to remember the man whose love for Lebanon and 
whose ambitious plans for its renaissance were bigger than his vast business, political, and 
philanthropic achievements. In this time of mourning and remembrance. MainGate pays 
tribute to Mr. Hariri. 

Many of those whose lives he touched share their memories of this incredible 
leader-AUS President John Waterbury and Mr. Hariri's fellow trustees who were close 
friends. We also remember those AUB alumni who perished or were severely injured on 
February 14. Our deepest sympathies go to the Hariri family and to those families suffering 
the loss of their loved ones. 

In view of the atmosphere in Lebanon since February 14, we hope that a time of peace 
and understanding will emerge from what is now considered one of the darkest periods in the 
country's history. Several feature stories in this issue discuss academic initiatives and alumni 
who are building bridges between East and West-on campus and abroad. We reaffirm that 
higher education holds the promise of a better future for young men and women by embracing 
the values of tolerance and diversity and by promoting understanding-uniting cultures and 
religions; making change. We hope and trust its example will guide us all. 

Lynn Mahoney Calder and Ibrahim Khoury 
Coeditors, MainGate 



On "A Centennial Celebration: 100 Years of 
Nursing Education at AUB" (MainGate, Winter 
2005, Vol. Ill, No. 2) 

I would like to thank MainGate for its wonderful Winter 2005 
edition, focusing on the Centennial Celebration of Nursing 
Education at AUB. Turning the spotlight on nursing education as 
a mainstay of AUB's regional reputation as a top medical institu
tion has been a long time in coming. To some of us, it is also a 
gift of remembrance. 

Although she is no longer with us, my mother's role and 
contribution to the development of nursing education at AUB is 
something my family and I are very proud of. An American from 
Kansas, Lorena Jacques Yamine (nee Schaake) was among the 
early crop of nursing exchange instructors who left the US for a 
two-year posting in Beirut in 1956 and remained , serving briefly 
as acting director during the seventies, before retiring in 1982. 
She is among the many unsung heroes of the School of Nursing 
who ensured continuity throughout the years of the war. Were 
she with us today, I have no doubt she would be gratified in the 
knowledge that the profession she loved so much is getting the 
recognition it deserves. She would also be happy to know that 
the institution she dedicated herself to is forging ahead with 
plans to build on her and others' work in the field. 

As they celebrate their centennial, the new generation of 
leaders, students, and alumni of the AUB School of Nursing can 
draw strength from the solid foundations set by those before 
them. The road they have planned ahead is a worthy and vital 
part of AUB medical services' regional re-emergence, and we 
look forward to their continued success in that direction. 

Jean-Marie Yamine 
Sr. External Affairs Officer, IFC Corporate Relations 
World Bank Group 
Washington, DC 

On "The Power of the Press" (MainGate, Fall 
2004, Vol. Ill, No. 1) 

The article on the student paper Outlook brought back many 
memories. I represented Engineering on the editorial board from 
1957 to 1959 and served as editor in the second semester of 
both years. Outlook did represent the student body and was 
very popular. Usually a crowd would gather on Friday before 
noon by West Hall waiting for the paper to be distributed. 
Meeting the specific distribution time was sometimes a bit tough 
because Outlook had to get to the Catholic Press in Ashrafiya on 
Thursday for proof reading and layout final approval. This meant 
crossing the Bourj area at times when shooting was going on. 
The paper had to walk a fine line between meeting the AUB 
administration 's requirements and still representing the students 
with all the external political impacts that invariably influenced 

To The Editors 

internal student politics. In all fairness the administration read 
carefully the Outlook editorials and quite often responded with 
very positive changes in policy. Outlook helped many of us 
become better writers and individuals. I cannot end this without 
expressing my deep gratitude to Dean C. Ken Weidner and 
Professor Raymond Ghosn, whose guidance and support made 
it possible for many of us to become good responsible citizens 
and engineers. 

Albert E. Hazbun (BE '59) 
El Dorado Hills, California 

On AUB Reflections: An Interview with Dr. Ibrahim 
Dag her (MainGate, Fall 2004, Vol. Ill, No. 1) 

I am writing to thank you and to congratulate you for the great 
strides that have been accomplished in the recent issues 
of MainGate. My family and I look forward to receiving each 
issue and have been impressed by the outstanding quality of 
this publication. The choice of articles, the relevant topics, the 
pictures, layout, even the quality of the paper, all make each 
issue a joy to read from cover to cover. 

I was most delighted to read the interview with Dr. Ibrahim 
Dagher, who has influenced many budding surgeons at AUB 
in the last quarter century or more. This was not only because 
of his knowledge, superb surgical skills and pioneering spirit, 

I. 

but also because of his indomitable character and pragmatic 
philosophy. The countle?s experiences I have had with Dr. 
Dagher as a student and resident remain an inspiration for me to 
this day. 

I often repeat to my students and residents things that 
Ibrahim Dagher had taught me. Thank you for bringing us 
such a refreshing interview with a truly outstanding individual , 
a consummate "muallem." It is a real pleasure, for a change, 
to read about our former professors in places other than the 
obituary pages! 

Elias Hilal (BS '66, MD '70) 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Addendum 

AUB News (MainGate, Winter 2005, Vol. Ill, No. 2) 
In the news item, "Remembering Stephen Penrose, " on page 
4, the sentence "On the retirement of President Howard Bliss, 
Penrose returned to AUB as its president" should read , "On the 
retirement of President Bayard Dodge, Penrose returned to AUB 
as its president." 
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AUB News 

r--

l 
Bridging East and West 

_ at Founders' Day 

The theme of this year's Founders' 

Day Essay Contest, "AUB as a Bridge 

between East and West," produced 

the first male winner since the contest 

was initiated. Announcing the winner in 

Assembly Hall on December 3, 2004, 

AUB President John Waterbury said 

that winner Randy Nahle, a Lebanese

American from California majoring in 

Political Studies and Pubic Administration, 

was particularly suited to the East-West 

theme. For his part, Nahle, who is a pub-

lished writer with several novels among 

his works, said, "Cultural interaction is a 

defining quality of AUB." 

In her speech, "A Bridge to 

Tomorrow," main speaker AUB Trustee 

Hutham S. Olayan, who is the president 

and CEO of the Olayan America 

Corporation emphasized three major 

trends in creating bridges between East 

and West in today's world: technology, 

the economics of development, and 

gender equality. She spoke directly 

to the AUB students: "You carry 

special responsibilities. You are literate, 

knowledgeable, tech-savvy, and fine 

( AUB Campaign for Excellence reaches 
l $1 DO-million mark 

The AUB Campaign for Excellence, which 

was launched in September 2002 to 

raise $140 million by 2007, AUB's 140th 

anniversary, exceeded the $1 00-million 

mark in less than three years, announced 

President John Waterbury in February. 

!New Office and Officer for Information 
~ -nd Public Relations 

Newsroom central: Information and Public 
Relations Office 

The Office of Information and Public 

Relations has moved to a newly 

renovated space in Ada Dodge Hall. 

It held an inauguration in December, 

a few weeks before the office hired 

journalist Maha Al-Azar for the newly 

created position of Media Relations 

Officer. Al-Azar, who assumed her post 

Scholarship Committee Sets Goal of $1 million 

The AUB Scholarship Fundraising 

Committee launched a campaign 

in January to raise $1 million for 

II Ma,nGate Spring 2005 

scholarships. Committee President 

Ambassador Khalil Makkawi said that 

2005 would include many fundraising 

Randy Nahle gets top honors from President 
Waterbury for his winning essay on East meeting West 
atAUB 

critical thinkers .... Always know that you 

matter. You make a difference. You are a 

bridge to tomorrow." 

The fundraising campaign, which 

builds on initial commitments of $60 mil

lion from alumni, friends, and trustees, is 

to support financial aid, faculty, and aca

demic programs as well as new buildings, 

renovation projects, and operating costs. 

in January, comes to AUB with more 

than seven years of journalism and news 

management experience, having worked 

as a journalist and editor at Lebanon's 

The Daily Star, and published articles 

in The Washington Post and other 

news publications. She has a master's 

degree from AUB and a bachelor's from 

Georgetown University, and has trained 

with Reuters and Associated Press 

veterans. 

Scholarship recipient, President Waterbury, 
Committee Member Mohammad Baalbaki, 
Ambassador Makkawi, and lmad Baalbaki 



\.. 

events, the first of which will feature singer students on scholarships has grown from 

Majida el-Roumi in a concert on June 28. 1,591 recipients in 1999-2000 to 2,135 

Over the past four years, the number of students in 2003-04. AUB President 

AUS-University of Hawaii to help revitalize 
Agricultural Studies in Iraq 

In February AUB hosted 70 Iraqi academ

ics as part of a new partnership with the 

University of Hawaii (UH) to revitalize uni

versity- level studies in Iraq. The academ

ics came from the University of Mosul and 

the University of Dohuk, both of which 

Physics Professor 
Harvard-Bound with 
Research Fellowship 
Physics Professor Malek Tabbal was 

awarded a $50,000 fellowship to 

conduct research on the synthesis of 

specialize in agricultural education. 

As part of the $150,000 five-month 

project, AUB and UH will provide work

shops and research opportunities for fac

ulty and graduate students from the two 

Iraqi universities. 

Super Scientist Malek Tabbal at work 

\Musical Fund in 
l!:!:_mory of Zaki Nassif 

Muhibbu Fann Zaki Nassif. The soci-

ety has collaborated with FAS Dean 

Khal il Bitar and Walid Gholmieh, presi

dent of the Lebanese National Higher 

Conservatory of Music, to establish the 

Zaki Nassif Endowed Fund to support 

the Zaki Nassif Endowed Music Program. 

The program wi ll promote excellence in 

music by sponsoring seminars and con

ferences about music; granting awards to 

The late musician, Zaki Nassif, who stud

ied at AUB (1936-41) is known for such 

patriotic songs as "Raje'h yit'aammar 

Loubnan." To honor Nassif, who died 

in March 2004, a group of AUB fac-

ulty members have founded a society 

of friends for the musician, called the 

Human Computer Interaction Project 
Scores a Big Win for Students 

Three students from the Department 

of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

won second prize and a $1,000 award 

from the National Council for Scientific 

Research and the Association of 

Lebanese Industrialists in December. 

AUB News 

John Waterbury wants to aim even higher, 

hoping to double current financial aid 

expenditures to reach $15 million a year. 

Registration 

semiconducting quantum nanostructures 

by laser and ion beam processing 

at Harvard University. The 12-month 

fellowship, known as the Scholar Award , 

is administered by the Kuwaiti-based 

Arab Fund Fellowship Program. 

Walid Gholmieh conducting the orchestra at the 
Zaki Nassif concert 

outstanding students; hosting academics 

and professional musicians; and offering 

scholarships for fine arts study at AUB. 

With their mentor FEA Professor 

Mohamad Adnan, the three students 

-Mohamad Karaki , Layal Alafifi, and Joelle 

Karban-won for their project "Hands-Free 

Interface: A New Tracking Procedure for 

Real Time Human Computer Interaction." 
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AUB News 

Angelina Jolie 
Brings Christmas 
Cheer to Children 
Cancer Patients 

Oscar-winning Hollywood star Angelina 

Jolie, who is also a UN goodwill ambas

sador, visited the St. Jude Children's 

Cancer Center on Christmas Day. She 

was accompanied by her adopted four

year-old son, Maddox. "Thank you for 

making my Christmas so special," Jolie 

Santa takes the form of Angelina Jolie (center, with 
her son Maddox at left ) during her visit to CCC 

told the young patients, to whom she 

distributed a music player. Although 

Jolie refused to grant interviews to the 

Lebanese press, she made an excep

tion for Hisham Musharrafiyeh, a former 

Health Sciences Anniversary: 
Learning from the Past for the Future 

The academic year 2004-05 marks the 

50th Anniversary of the Faculty of Health 

Sciences (FHS). Dean Huda Zurayk's 

speech during the opening ceremony, 

emphasized the theme of the year-long 

celebrations: "Learning from the Past for 

the Future." The speeches and confer

ence focused on the civic dimensions 

of public health . Zurayk asserted, "The 

public health perspective is more than 

ever needed in the world today in order 

to provide a holistic view of health, as 

the quality of life is influenced not only 

by disease and death but also by the 

environmental, social, political, and glo

bal context surrounding us." 

The keynote speech delivered by 

Dr. Haroutune Armenian, president of 

the University of Armenia, "In War and 

Peace: Health with Dignity, " stressed 

the importance of dignity and health as 

much in times of peace as in times of 

crises, natural disasters, and war. 

A moving special session paid 

tribute to three distinguished professors 

of the faculty, Dr. Kamal Abou Daoud, 

Dr. Joseph E. Azar, and Dr. Jamal K. 

Harfouche. Another beloved former 

A Gala Celebration for the Volunteer 
Outreach Clinic 

Members of the AUB Volunteer 

Outreach Clinic, which provides low

cost health care in the Shatila Refugee 

Camp raised $250,000 at their annual 

fundraising gala dinner at the Gefinor 

Rotana Hotel on January 28. President 

John Waterbury, Provost Peter Heath, 

II Md1nGate Spring 200'i 

and Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine Nadim Cortas were among 

those who enjoyed an evening of 

relaxation and entertainment. Much of 

the financial success of the event was 

due to the generosity of philanthropist 

Maha Kaddoura, who underwrote most 

St. Jude patient and a cub reporter 

at the Arabic An-Nahar newspaper. 

Musharrafiyeh asked Jolie several ques

tions, including a few about Lebanon. 

"What I like about Lebanon is its people, " 

said Jolie. "All those I met were very kind 

and care a lot about the family. And that 

surprised me, as I was not expecting it." 

Jolie, who said she would probably come 

back to Lebanon, told Musharrafiyeh 

that children cancer patients give her 

strength. "I consider people like them 

heroes," she said. 

A sweet celebration for 50 years of Health Sciences 
atAUB 

FHS teacher, Professor Emeritus Aftim 

Acra, received a special tribute during 

the course of the gala dinner held on 

the final evening of the conference. 

_,.,,, -: ¢#-::, 
Guests at the Gala Dinner 

of the expenses of the evening. 
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Men At Work: 
Construction on Campus 

In mid-July excavations for the Charles 

W. Hostler Student Center began 

distorting the fami liar campus landscape. 

The former Sea Parking lot has been 

replaced by a gigantic pit, creating a 

stony, dusty moonscape enlivened by 

the sounds of huge groundbreaking 

machinery. Shrubs and palm trees have 

been dug up and either replanted or 

moved to a temporary holding nursery 

near the Lee Observatory, where they 

live in huge pots. The ancient tree trunk 

preserved under shelter beside the 

Sea Parking lot has migrated to a new 

location next to Jafet Library. 

There have also been a number 

of changes affecting acess to the cam

pus: old gates have closed (Sea Parking 

and Sea Gates) and a new gate has 

The Write Stuff 

AUB's Writing Center was launched in fall 

2004 under the directorship of Professor 

Amy Zenger, Department of English. 

Zenger, who recently joined AUB from 

the University of New Hampshire, is 

assisted by English language instructor 

Rawan Bitar and several graduate 

assistants. The center was established 

to enhance the quality of writing at AUB 

by providing a place where students 

can engage in discussions about their 

texts . Trained tutors are available at 

the center to provide support and skills 

for analytical thinking and other textual

based processes. 

Those seeking assistance can 

either schedule an appointment or "walk-

The new view of lower campus 

been constructed between the Biology 

Building and the children's playground. 

More changes are expected when 

construction of the Hostler Center and 

the new Suliman S. Olayan School of 

Business building force the closing of the 

Green Field. The tunnel , which provided 

access to the AUB Beach, has been 

destroyed. Although not part of the initial 

Professor Amy Zenger at the Writing Center 

in" during the center's regular office 

hours, from 9 am until 3 pm, Monday 

through Friday. Although the center 

has only been in existence for a short 

time, tutors report that students have 

plan, a staircase may be built so that the 

AUB community can continue to enjoy 

the beach while the Hostler Center is 

being built. 

Construction activities have already 

begun for the new business school , 

which will include classrooms, a 300-seat 

auditorium, conference rooms, and two 

underground parking levels. 

responded enthusiastically. 

A $300,000 grant from the Andrew W. 

Mellon Foundation is helping to fund the 

center and a new initiative to encourage 

writing across the curriculum at AUB. 
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AUB News 

Academics join Provost Peter Heath (far right) and Dean Bitar (second from left) at AI-Jahiz conference 

Nineteen scholars from the Middle East, to AUB in late January to celebrate the 

Europe, and the United States came ninth-century Arab bel le lettrist, 

Launching SON Celebrations 

Celebrations for the 100th Anniversary 

of AUB 's School of Nursing were 

launched on January 28 in lssam Fares 

Hall. Nursing School Director Huda 

Huijer Abu-Saad, President Waterbury, 

and Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty · 

of Medicine Nadim Cortas welcomed 

the guests and the centennial year 

with a tribute to the past directors of 

the school. Citing the school's 3,000 

graduates, Abu-Saad said that the 

dedication and compassion of these 

graduates "exemplify the best of our 

country's spirit." Keynote speaker Dr. 

Naeema Al Gasseer, the UN Cluster task 

manager in Iraq, assessed the health 

care needs of the area, linking the role of 

"health actions" with the establishment 

of regional peace. Centennial year 

events will culminate with the Founders' 

Day Memorial Celebration on October 6. 

(See MainGate Vol. 111, No. 2. The issue 

[ FAS Dean Updates Alumni in Miami and New York 

Dean Khalil Bitar brought the latest news 

from AUB's Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

to a receptive alumni audience in New 

York on Thursday, February 3. Some 

forty alumni-all FAS graduates-and 

their guests enjoyed a brief reception 

before sitting down to a presentation 

by Dean Bitar. During his talk, the 

dean provided details of the new PhD 

programs in FAS and the recent 

[ Philippe Jabre Sets Up Scholarship 

A new scholarship fund was established at of the Philippe Jabre Scholarship, Jabre 

AUB thanks to the generosity of Philippe spoke highly of AUB, the quality of its edu-

Jabre. In announcing the establishment cation, and the quality of its students. 

II Ma1nGate Spring 2005 

AI -Jahiz, at a conference jointly 

sponsored by the German Oriental 

Institute of Beirut (OIB) and the Center 

for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 

(GAMES). Scholarly papers were 

given on a variety of subjects, ranging 

from the light-hearted to the more 

serious. The conference papers wi ll 

be published in early 2006 by the OIB 

under the names of both the Oriental 

Institute and GAMES. 

Dr. Naeema Al Gasseer 

is devoted to the 100th Anniversary of 

the School of Nursing.) 

introduction of several majors, particularly 

in the arts. The event was organized 

through the AUB New York office and 

held on its premises. Bitar made a 

similar presentation to alumni and friends 

in Miami in late January. 

Commenting on Jabre's initiative, 

President Waterbury expressed his deep 

appreciation of Jabre's commitment to 

educate bright young Lebanese minds at 
AUB and elsewhere. President Waterbury 

added that the Philippe Jabre Association 



is already leaving its mark on the lives of Association has been providing support 
promising Lebanese individuals. The Jabre for Lebanese students pursuing their 

[ New Samira Fadli Nursing Scholarship 

AUB is pleased to announce the 

establishment of new scholarships 

for Palestinian nursing students. The 

scholarships are made possible through 

the generosity of Samih Darwazah (BS 

'54) and his wife Samira Fadli (BA '51). 

The scholarships cover the full tuition 

and fees for two qualified Palestinian 

students pursuing undergraduate nursing 

degrees. Recipients of the Samira Fadli 

Armenian Students at AUB Launch an Endowed 
Scholarship Fund 

The Armenian Students Fund (ASF) 

Committee launched the ASF 

Scholarship with its first Annual 

Fundraising Gala Dinner, on February 

8 at the Intercontinental Phoenicia 

the chairperson of 

the ASF committee, 

explained that the goal 

is "to provide Armen ian 

students the opportunity 

for a brighter future 

in one of the most 

prominent universities in 

the Middle East and the 

chance to simultaneously 

experience diversity 

AUB News 

higher education at some of the leading 

universities in the US and Europe. 

Nursing Scholarship "will be required to 

volunteer at the Volunteer Outreach Clinic 

(VOC) two days per month when their 

time allows during their studies. They 

will also be asked to volunteer four days 

per month for three years after their 

graduation." 

in Beirut. First Lady Andree Lahoud 

was present for the occasion, along 

with Armenian Orthodox Metropolitan 

Kegham Khatcherian and the Armenian 

Ambassador Areg Hovhannisian. 

Neshan DerHaroutiounian, the well

known TV presenter and a former AUB 

student, presided. Hirak Dertorossian, 

and cherish their 

uniqueness. " First Lady Mrs. Lahoud and other distinguished guests 

Send name, telephone, and address changes and updated 
employment information to: 

Office of Development 
American University of Beirut 
PO Box 11-0236 
Riad El Solh, 1107 2020 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Fax: +961-1-351706 

www.aub.edu.lb 

New York Office 
American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 
8th Floor 
New York City, NY 10017-2303 

Fax: 212-583-7651 

You can also submit updates on-line at www.aub.edu.lb/-webdevpt/update .html 
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ew Cholera S.erum ls evelope 
By American University i,i Beirut 

oll g tra o Di 
More Potent lnoc fi 

Middle 

Continuing AUB's tradition of 
pioneering advances in the region, 
the American University of Beirut remains the leading university in the Middle East. 

Add your support to the circle of alumni, friends, and faculty who donate to the AUB Annual Fund. 

All gifts to the Annual Fund support student financial aid, new facilities and technology, faculty and student 
research, and groundbreaking programs. 

For further information, see our website at 

www.aub.edu.lb/development. 

Consider giving online at 

hrcps:/ / give.aub.edu.lb/ 

Please use the reply envelope included 

here co make your gift co AUB, or contact: 

American University of Beirut 

New York Office 

3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Floor 

New York, NY 10017-2303 

USA 

Tel: 212-583-7600 

Fax: 212-583-7651 

E-mail: kim@aub.edu 

American University of Beirut 

Beirut Office 

PO Box 11-0236 

Riad El-Solh, Beirut 1107 2020 

Lebanon 

Tel: 961-1-340176 

Fax: 961-1-361535 

E-mail: ghandi.fa1a@aub.edu.lb 
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Coinage in Roman Syria, Northern Syria, 64 BC-AD 253 
(Royal Numismatic Society, London: 2004) by Kevin Butcher 

Coinage in Roman Syria, Northern Syria, 64 BC-AD 253 (Royal Numismatic Society, London: 

2004). Kevin Butcher, professor of History and Archaeology, examines the production, circulation, 

and significance of coinage in the Roman province of Syria during the first three centuries of 

Roman rule. The book includes a catalogue of the coin issues of cities in northern Syria, among 

them Antioch, one of the major producers of coins in the Roman empire. It also presents site 

finds and hoards, some of which were studied firsthand and are here published for the first 

time. Seperate sections study the denominations and structure of issues, and conclude that the 

coinage was not as Romanized as is currently thought. It also considers ways in which the syrian 

coinage can be used to illuminate aspects of other coinages in the Roman world, such as to 

what extent the Roman authorities had a consistent monetary policy in the eastern provinces, and 

whether the coinage of Rome was a preferred currency. It is intended as the standard reference 

for the coinage of Roman Antioch and other cities in the northern part of the Roman province of 

Syria. 

ABC of Breast Diseases: From Prevention to Treatment 
(Arab Scientific Publishers, Beirut: 2005) by Nagi Saghir, MD 

ABC of Breast Diseases: From Prevention to Treatment (Arab Scientific Publishers, Beirut: 

2005) by Nagi Saghir, MD. This book by Dr. Nagi Saghir, clinical associate professor of medicine 

at AUB, is the first of its kind in Arabic. It is written in a simplified scientific style and covers all 

the medical information that a woman needs to know about breast health and diseases. The book 

is useful not only to women who now have or have had breast disease; it is also of value to their 

husbands, relatives, and friends . 

Saghir tackles issues of surgery, radiation therapy, chemotherapy, hormonal therapy, breast 

cancer in men, emotional support for spouses dealing with a partner afflicted with breast cancer, 

and the importance of self-examination of the breast, mammography, and early detection. 

He also provides statistics on breast cancer in Lebanon and the Arab world . ABC of Breast 

Diseases is available at all major libraries and at the publisher's website www.asp.com.lb or www. 

neelwafurat.com. 

Foundations of Modern Arab Identity 
(University of Florida Press: 2004) by Stephen Sheehi 

Recently Published 

Coinage in Roman Syria 
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Foundations of Modern Arab Identity (University of Florida Press: 2004) . In this well -researched study, Stephen Sheehi, 

assistant professor in the AUB Civilization Sequence Program, studies the formation of modern Arab identity and discusses 

the work of "pioneers of the Arab Renaissance," both renowned and forgotten-a pantheon of intellectuals, reformers, and 

journalists whose writings until now have been mostly untranslated. 

Against the backdrop of European imperialism in the Arab world, Sheehi proposes that these literati planted the roots of 

modernity though their experiments in language, rhetoric, and literature, and generated a radically new sense of Arab identity. 

At the same time, he argues, they created the terrain that produced an Arab preoccupation with "failure" and a perception of 

Western "superiority" -the terms intel lectuals themselves used in the nineteenth century in diagnosing their cultural crisis. 

Using psychoanalytic and post-structuralist theory, Sheehi looks at texts by writers such as Butrus al-Bustani and Ahmad 

Faris al-Shidyaq. His analysis deconstructs the popular and academic perceptions-especially prevalent after 9/11-that Arabs 

have failed to internalize modernity, and says that Christian secularists, Islamic modernists, and romantic nationalists alike have 

produced a body of knowledge and shared an epistemology that constitute modernity in the Arab world. 
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Campaign Update 

A Regional First: the lssam Fares 
Institute for Public Policy and 
International Affairs 
Some gifts could not be more timely. At the December 14, 2004 

groundbreaking ceremony for the new lssam Fares Institute for 

Public Policy and International Affairs, held at AUB's Issam Fares 

Hall , the institute's namesake explained why the Fares Foundation 

has funded the new center as part of the AUB Campaign for 

Excellence, "ln laying the foundation stone for this institute, we 

are symbolically laying the foundation for a new Lebanon in a new 

region, open to promising possibilities." 

ln the University's official statement announcing the 

establishment of the institute, Lebanese Deputy Prime Minister 

lssam M. Fares said, 'The study and promotion of informed public 

policy and international affatrs is vi.tat to the Middle East...With the 

creation of this public policy institute at the American University of 

Beirut, which has long been the educational heart of Lebanon and 

the region, the University will be able to encourage more debate and 

research on international affairs and state policy. The institute will 

provi.de a base where academics, policy makers, and experts from 

around the world can gather to respond to the region's needs. " 

The institute, which is unique to the region, will encourage 

the development of knowledge, research, analysis, and critical 

thinking to inform and enrich debates on public policy and 

international affairs and promote good governance to serve the best 

interests of the people of Lebanon and the Middle East. 

Research activi.ties will focus on issues relating to the 

environment, public health, agriculture, urban planning, and 

energy policy, in addition to traditional areas such as economics, 

development, governance, and international relations. The 

institute will also promote more interdisciplinary research and the 

publication of more studies among AUB faculty in those fields. 

"We could not be more excited about the establishment of the 

Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs and 

its future impact on scholarship and policy-making in the region," 

commented AUB President John Waterbury. 'Throughout his life and 

career, Issam Fares has been active in public policy and international 

affairs in every way possible as a member of 

parliament, a deputy prime minister, a private 

businessman, and a committed philanthro

pist. It could not be more fitting that he be 

as ociated with this unique academic initia

tive. The University is especially grateful for 

his support and leadership." ::::!..----.J=-~-
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History was in the making as (from left) Trustee Ali Ghandour, President John 
Waterbury, HE lssam Fares, and Trustee Farouk Jabre (inset) mark the opening of the 
new lssam Fares lnstitue for Public Policy and International Affairs 

The Fares Institute will mobilize and focus the intellectual re

sources of the various AUB faculties towards contributing to engaged 

scholarship on contemporary issues of public policy, governance and 

international relations in Lebanon and the region. Additionally, the 

institute aims to increase faculty research, raise public awareness, and 

become a nexus for researchers, policy makers, and experts. 

Issam M. Fares was born in Bayno, Akkar, in north Lebanon in 

1937. A self-made businessman, he graduated from Tripoli College 

and then worked in the Gulf, where he quickly excelled in investment 

and international business and established dozens of major 

corporations. Following the Lebanese civi.l war, Mr. Fares focused on 

promoting the social reconstruction of Lebanon, as well as improvi.ng 

the country's international relations and economic progress. He was 

first elected a member of parliament in 1996 and has been deputy 

prime minister since 2000. 

Mr. Fares is a dedicated philanthropist, who has supported vari

ous initiatives and causes throughout Lebanon and the world through 

the Fares Foundation, particularly for higher and secondary education 

in Lebanon. At AUB, the Foundation has provi.ded scholarship sup

port for generations of students, endowed the lssam M. Fares Center 

for Post-Graduate Medical Education, and provi.ded funds for the 

entrance arcade of College Hall during its rebuilding fl now one of 

the most popular gathering spots at AUB. Internationally, Fares has 

assisted educational institutions in the US, 

Europe, Russia, and the Middle East. At Tufts 

University in Massachusetts, for instance, he 

established the Fares Equine Center, the Fares 

Chair, the Fares Center for Eastern 

Mediterranean Studies, and the 

lssam M. Fares Lecture Series. 

HE lssam Fares, AUB President John Waterbury, and Trustee 
Mikhael Fares celebrate the opening of the new lssam Fares 
Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs 



The Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies (CAMES) was 

established in 1953 to promote the understanding of the Middle 

East and encourage interdisciplinary scholarship. Although the 

center and its programs have been growing steadily in recent years, 

there has been an especially dramatic increase in the number of 

CAMES students in the last three years. John Meloy, an associate 

professor in the Department of History and Archaeology and the 

current director of CAMES, points out that many Middle Eastern 

Studies and Arabic language programs have experienced similar 

increases since September 11, 2001. 

Although it is true that CAMES has been around for more 

than 50 years, the center ceased to function for many years because 

of the Lebanese civil war. It was reopened in 1997. In 1998, there 

were just five students enrolled in the master's program. 

Meloy describes the MA degree program as the core of 

CAMES. MA students are required to complete a two-year 

interdisciplinary program of study that includes seven courses 

taken over three academic semesters, a comprehensive exam, and 

a thesis. Although CAMES students are able to select from among 

courses being offered by a number of different departments, they 
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GAMES Director John Meloy (right) encourages faculty-MA student exchanges such 
as his discussion with Steve Mcinerney 

are required to take a core seminar on Middle Eastern Studies that 

CAMES organizes and-in most cases-two Arabic language courses. 

(Students who demonstrate a certain level of proficiency in Arabic can 

choose to take courses in another Near Eastern language.) 

A multi-disciplinary approach 
Tarif Khalidi has been with CAMES since 2002 when he was ap

pointed the Sheikh Zayed Professor of Islamic Studies. Khalidi ex

plains that the goal of the core seminar "is to expose our entering grad 

students to as wide a spectrum as possible of topics related to the his

tory, culture and politics of the Middle East. This is done by inviting 

a different faculty member each week to address our students on the 

subject of his/her expertise." In a typical semester 
the subjects might include the Arab-Israeli conflict, 

Arabic/Islamic philosophy, fundamentalism, internal 

migration, modern Arabic poetry, and gender issues. 

Khalidi notes that the seminar "is invariably rated by 

the students as one of the most useful and enjoyable 
of any they have attended." 

The fact that the CAMES program is both f1ex

ible and multidisciplinary attracts many students. 
Samuel l..aHood, who was at CAMES in 1998, now 

works for the US State Department. He says that 

of the student population in any given classroom and the lack of 

homogeneity allows for the expression of a wide range of opinions 
and even of 'contained' conf1ict." She goes on: "students have told 

me that they have pursued these debates outside the classroom and 

felt that they learned a lot from this interaction." 

Casey Noga, who is now working as a research assistant 

at the Saban Center for Middle East Policy at the Brookings 

Institution picks up on a point that Hermiz made about the 
program's f1exibility. "Unlike its American equivalents, CAMES 

is rather loosely structured and is spread among several different 

departments. l appreciated this because I was able to concentrate 

on learning Arabic (inside and outside AUB) and had complete 

freedom in choosing my courses." He is quick to point out, 
however, that this flexibility had its downside: "Without strict 

oversight, I did not complete the program in two years." (Noga is 

finishing his thesis now and expects to have his master's degree by 

the end of this semester. He wrote an article for the fall 2002 issue 

of MainGate on CAMES.) 

A community for students 
Although the increase in the number of MA students may be the 
most dramatic way in which CAMES has changed in recent years, 

it is not the only way. Largely as a result of the 

initiative, dedication, and hard work of some 
current students, CAMES and AUB's Middle Eastern 

Studies Society (MES) have launched the CAMES 

Review and a series of brown bag lunches. Jehane 

Mullin and Steve Mclnerney, who have been 

CAMES students since 2002 and 2003 respectively, 

explain that they first met with El Cheikh in spring 

2004 to talk about ways to improve the CAMES 

experience. They were inspired to launch the 

CAMES Review-a student-written and edited 

publication to publicize CAMES and its activities 
and to "create a sense of CAMES community." 

They have also organized student brown bag 
lunches where CAMES students and affiliates can 

he was interested in going to CAMES because of the 

"open curriculum." He explains that CAMES "is a 

program that allows students to pursue a wide va

riety of courses and interests." Vivian Mary Hermiz 
joined CAMES in 1999. She remembers that, "the 

greatest part of the CAMES MA program was the 

Dr. Tarif Khalidi, the Sheikh Zayed 
Professor of Islamic Studies 

informally discuss some of the many issues related 

to Middle Eastern Studies. Mullin explains, "so 

often these types of events at AUB are formal lectures where there is 

very little give-and-take. We hoped that by restricting attendance, 

we could encourage more participation from the audience." 

chance to have an interdisciplinary approach to the study of the 

Middle East. From the start of the program, you were given a broad 

range of areas from which to analyze the region. This was most obvi

ous and enriched by the diversity of students that were drawn to the 

program. We had students with interests in sociology, anthropology, 

Arabic literature, political science, economics, and history." 

Nadia El Cheikh, who served as CAMES director between 
2000 and 2004, says that a number of students appreciate the 

diversity of students--diversity not just in terms of disciplines but 

in background as well-that they meet while at AUB. 'They often 

expressed to me how valuable the classroom experience has been 

because of the presence of Lebanese and Arab students: the diversity 
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Language lessons 
Another issue that Mullin and Mclnerney discussed with El 

Cheikh was the need to improve the Arabic language instruction 

offered to CAMES students. Meloy acknowledges that this is still an 

area that is being looked at. He points out that first- and second

year Arabic was recently changed from three to five hours per week. 
Although AUB offers courses in Arabic language and literature, it 

does not have a formal program that is geared toward the needs of 



those studying Arabic as a second language. Some CAMES students 

point to this as an area where CAMES needs to improve. Others 

will argue that there are many opportunities LO study Arabic (at 

AUB, elsewhere in Beirut, at other institutions in the Middle East, 

and in the United States) and that they appreciate the fact that the 

Arabic language requirement does not dominate the program. They 

like having the time to work on subjects other than Arabic. 

Ironically, CAMES does offer a very successful intensive 

summer program in Arabic. The program, which includes 25 

hours of instruction per week in modern standard Arabic for six

seven weeks, also offers students the opportunity to participate in a 

number of cultural activities. The Summer Arabic Program attracted 

a record number of students in summer 2004. The number of 

students enrolled in the summer program has grown from 49 in 

2001 to 76 last summer. The number of applicants more than 

tripled in the same period. 

GAMES students watch US election results at Dr. Meloy's apartment 

Delving into Middle East issues 
CAM ES also sponsors a series of lectures throughout the year on 

a wide range of topics. ln 2004-05, for example, CAMES hosted 

Keith Watenpaugh (LeMoyne College, New York) who spoke about 

"Politics of the Notables in Inter-War Syria;" David Shin (George 

Washington University, Washington, DC) on "Islam and ConOict in the 

Horn of Africa;" and Omar Dewachi (Harvard University) on "'Field 

'Photography: Anthropometry of the Marsh Arabs of Iraq, 1934." 

Another ongoing CAMES activity is the Oral History Project. 

Aliya Saidi, who was recently appointed as CAMES' assistant director, 

is the point person for this project. She explains that in the late 1960s 

and early 1970s CAMES students and professors interviewed a num

ber of prominent individuals-politicians and literary figures- who 

were living in Lebanon at the time. Maroun Kisirwani is now the 

dean of Student Affairs. In 1969, however, he was a PhD student 

writing his dissertation. He took a year off from his PhD studies lo 

work on the Oral History Project. 'These were exhaustive, detailed 

interviews," he remembers now. "I would often spend three-four 

months interviewing one person." He remembers interviewing many 

important figures from Lebanon and elsewhere in the Middle East. 

"I think people would find these interesting to read-even after all 

these years," Kisirwani says. Saidi agrees. She is working with her 

colleagues at CAMES and at AUB's Digital Documentation Center to 

transcribe these interviews and make them available on the web. 

CAMES has also been responsible for a number of high-profile 

events on campus. In October 2003, it co-sponsored a conference 

on "Models of Universities for the Arab World" with AUB's Center 

for Research on Population and Health. The two-day event attracted 

an impressive group of academics and intellectuals from institutions 

throughout the Arab world who came together Lo wrestle with the 

serious issues of higher education that had been raised by the UN's 

2002 Arab Human Developmenl Report. Looking at a number of uni

versities in the region, including AUB, conference members debated 

the strengths and weaknesses of existing institutions. Although con

ference participants concluded that there should be no single model 

for universities in the Arab world, they did agree that issues such as 

freedom of expression in a university setting, the relationship between 

universities and the state, and the relationship between universities 

and the communities in which they operate are critical for the success 

of any university. 

In January 2005 , CAMES organized an international conference 

on Al-Jahiz with the German Oriental Institute of Beirut. When asked 

why he thought it was so important that there be an event focused on 

Al-Jahiz, Khalidi laughs. "Well, he is an absolutely central figure in 

what one might call classical Islamic Humanism." He goes on to say, 

The first GAMES Holiday Brunch 

"Strangely enough, there has never been a serious scholarly confer

ence devoted Lo him anywhere in the world, despite the enormous 

literature devoted to him in both orientalist and oriental scholarship. 

The interdisciplinary character of CAMES echoes the interdisciplin

ary character of thejahizian opus, so it seemed to me Like a perfect fit 

between interests." 

CAMES is a busy place these days. The center, which has re

cently been relocated to the newly renovated Ada Dodge Hall, is bus

tling with students. Although many of the students are attracted by 

the prospect of living in Lebanon, Khalidi notes that AUB "has a very 

large number of faculty whose primary focus of research centers on the 

Middle East, all present in one place. l know of no similar concemra- . 

tion of talent anywhere in the world." Meloy agrees that CAMES' suc

cess depends in large part on the quality of courses and professors that 

are available at other AUB departments. He is also quick to 

credit the students with much of the success of the program. 

"It's the students that make the program," he says. 
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d the world gat ered cisco 
of those signatures came from AU 

d Abdul Jabbar (BA '43) about that 

It was to be the document that would make world peace a certainty 

rather than a goal impossible to achieve. Signed by delegates from 

the fifty original member states of the United Nations on June 26, 

1945, the UN Charter stipulated that members would unite to 

maintain international peace and security in order to "save succeeding 

generations from the scourge of war which twice in our lifetime has 

brought untold sorrow to mankind." The charter also pledged to 

respect the equality and sovereignty of all member states and promised 

to help preserve freedom and promote the universal recognition of 

fundamental human rights. Member states also agreed to support 

social progress and better living standards for people all over the globe. 

An ambitious undertaking, perhaps, but one which all those 

present at the signing ceremony strongly believed in, says AUB 

alumnus Ahmad Abdul Jabbar. 

"After the devastation caused by the Second World War, 

everyone hoped that signatories to the UN Charter would abide by 

its principles and that all wars would come to an end," says Abdul 

Jabbar. "We were confident that a new page was being turned in 

international politics and that from that moment on countries 

would be willing to cooperate with each other rather than resort to 

violence in trying to resolve disputes." 

One of an astonishing nineteen graduates of the American 

University of Beirut to witness the signing of the UN Charter (an 

achievement that no other educational institution in the world can 

boast), the then 24-year-old Abdul Jabbar, who is a Saudi national, 

attended the session in his capacity as a member of the delegation 

from Saudi Arabia. Years later, Abdul Jabbar went on to serve as his 

country's ambassador to the UN in Geneva for nearly twenty years, 

a task which he says was sometimes rewarding but more often than 

not frustrating. 

"Everything at the UN depends on the big and powerful 

countries," says AbdulJabbar from his home in Geneva, where he has 

lived since retiring in 1995. "As long as they have the right to veto 

resolutions, it will continue to be difficult to achieve certain goals." 

Now serving as consultant to the Saudi delegation in Geneva, 

Abdul Jabbar nevertheless remains hopeful that the difficulties the 
UN is facing will be resolved. 

"The UN is in a state of deterioration at the moment, because 
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it has grown too big and unwieldy and because every country brings 
its own problems to it ," he explains. "But it will improve once 

member states make the decision to respect their commitment to 

the principles of the charter." 

Abdul Jabbar graduated from AUB in 194 3 and served as 

Saudi ambassador to Japan, Germany, and Italy before taking up his 

post at the United Nations in 1977. He remembers his years as a 

university student in Beirut with fondness. 

"The atmosphere at AUB was always healthy," he recalls. 

"There was a general environment of tolerance between students 

and staff from different countries and of different faiths. There 

were Moslems, Christians, and Jews studying and working at the 

University, but everybody was treated in the same way and nobody 
felt discriminated against. " 

The role that AUB has played in educating young men and 

women from around the region is invaluable, continues Abdul Jab bar, 

especially since alumni have gone on to practice in their professional as 

well as their personal lives the lessons they learned while at university 

"Graduates from all over the Arab world have gone on to 

spread the message of tolerance and open-mindedness that they 

experienced while they were at AUB, and this is something 
we can all be proud of." 

Abdul Jab bar's fellow alumni on that historic day 

came from Iran, Iraq, Lebanon and Syria. 

AUB graduates who witnessed the signing of 

the UN Charter: 

Iran: Ghassem Ghani 
Iraq: Fadhil Jamli, Abdul Jabbar Chalabi, Darwish al Haidari, 

Abdul Majid Abbas, Majid Khaddouri , Salih Mahdi Haidar, 
Hashim Jawad, Mohamed Ibrahim Adham 

Lebanon: Charles H. Malek, Subhi Mahmasani, Angela 
Jurdak Khoury 

Saudi Arabia: Ahmad Abdul Jabbar 
Syria : Faris al Khoury, Nairn al Antaki, Nazem al Koudsi, 

Farid Zeiniddine, Raja F. Hawrani, Toufic Huneidi 



A Global Reach 
Necla (Yongacoglu) Tschirgi (BA '68; MA '70) has made a career of assessing the elements in 

ensuring security for fragile nations. Coeditor Lynn Mahoney Calder learns how the issues of 

social and economic development for Tschirgi are intrinsically tied to security issues. 

Necla Tschirgi definitely has a room with a view. Tschirgi, who 
is vice president of the International Peace Academy (IPA) in 
New York, has an office that overlooks the United Nations-the 
international organization that happens to be one of IPA's main 
clients. This sweeping view from her window is a constant 
reminder of the academy's important work in assessing factors and 
tools to promote the prevention and settlement of armed conflicts 
within states through policy research and development. 

Her interest in international affairs and policy took root 
quickly upon Tschirgi's arrival at AUB in 1964, after graduating 
from the American Academy for Girls in her native Turkey. "Unlike 
many of my peers, I was not interested in studying in Europe 
or North America. One of my high school professors, Donald 
E. Webster, who had taught psychology at AUB, encouraged me 
to study in Beirut. It was through that connection that a friend 
(Mirgun Ergunduz, BA '64; MA '71) and I ended up at AUB on 
Rockefeller scholarships." 

ln seizing that opportunity, Tschirgi was able to study at 
AUB during a particularly vibrant time in its history. Beirut was 
then considered the Paris of the Middle East and Tschirgi wistfully 

Neel a T schirgi at her office 

recalls her time there as exhilarating for "two young Turkish girls. " 
Her student years would profoundly shape her life 

intellectually, personally, and professionally. Tschirgi was at AUB 
at the height of a growing political awareness and activism in the 
Middle East, particularly because of the Palestine problem and 
the rejuvenation of Arab political regimes. "There was a great 
deal of intellectual and political turmoil in the late 1960s," she 
explains. "But it was a very positive and optimistic period and for 
me, as a university student , it was tremendous to be part of that 
environment." 

Student movements were active throughout the world then, 
and Tschirgi became captivated by politics. "l originally was a 
sociology major but once I got caught up in the political debates 
1 switched to political science, because at that time some of its 
best professors were there at AUB-Walid Khalidi, Fayez Sayegh, 
Youssef lbish, Hanna Batatu. They were titans in their field. " 

Intellectually, AUB was a beacon of light for Tschirgi and 
mirrored the lively political debate occurring in the region. "Arab 
socialism, Baa'thism, liberalism were all vigorously discussed by 
my fellow students-the diversity of opinion and the political 
organization was absolutely exciting for me." Also defining for the 
young student, especially for one coming from a Kemalist Turkish 
education system that promoted Western ideals over those of the 
East, was to be exposed to the legacies of the Ottoman inlluence 
in the region and to gain a new understanding of the historical 
consequences of that rule in the region. "1 was introduced to the 
Palestinian, Armenian, and Cypriot problems from a different 
perspective. It was an eye-opening experience on many levels. " 

After graduating, Tschirgi married an AUB classmate and 
went on to earn her PhD at the University of Toronto in 1980. As 
the spouse of an academic, she accompanied her former husband 
to various countries where he held teaching positions-Mexico, 
the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico, and Egypt-and in each 
country she found positions in research or teaching. "My career has 
been as diverse as the locations I have lived in," she says. 

An important turning point in Tschirgi 's trajectory was 
her leadership role in the creation of the Peacebuilding and 
Reconstruction Program Initiative at the International Development 
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Research Centre (lDRC) in Ottawa, which she joined in 1992. 
At first, she worked exclusively on social and economic issues at 
lDRC. "l was responsible for the Middle East and North Africa 
and supported projects on education, health, and environmental 
policy." 

Development issues needed to be broadened in 

regions like Africa and the Middle East, where 

the lack of security and peace profoundly 

effects economic and social development. 

However, this was the end of the cold war, she explains, 
and the international community got to thinking about how to 
respond to both security and development issues more effectively. 
"Development issues needed to be broadened in regions like 
Africa and the Middle East, where the lack of security and 
peace profoundly effects economic and social development ," she 
explains. 

As the concept of peace building gained considerable 
currency, Tschirgi became more involved in combining the two 
fields of security and development through new programs. 
Support for research went into looking for ways of preventing 
conflict by promoting stronger social and economic development. 
Those countries coming out of political turmoi l were encouraged 
to find stronger social and economic strategies in order not to 
relapse into conflict. "lt was vital to find more intelligent ways of 
mating political security and development issues," she says. 

As vice president of the International Peace Academy (IPA), 
which she joined in 2001, Tschirgi also heads IPA's Security 
Development Nexus research program. The program seeks to 
promote peace and development in the twenty-first century by 
looking at new trends and paradigms that need to be created or 
renovated to arrive at more effective responses to the problems 
stemming from civil wars, interstate wars, weapons of mass 
destruction, and the environment-such as the tsunami disaster, 
poverty, and others. "Conflict and development are interrelated, 
but our responses to this day have been compartmentalized," she 
says. "We are good at 'technical responses' with ministries of this 
and that, but we don't have the right institutions for integrated 
responses. " 

She cites the recent East Asian tsunami catastrophe as an 
example. lt was a horrific natural disaster, but the governments 
affected did not have the tools in place to detect it early or to 
respond to it effectively. "lt is an issue of knowledge and public 
policy," she explains. 

The lPA undertakes research to provide the United Nations 
and other international organizations with a better understanding 
of the nature of a particular problem and the possibilities of 
response. She explains: "We do not focus on individual policies or 
countries. We do a lot of global thematic studies-on post-conflict 
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reconstruction, on the relationship between the UN and other 
agencies in providing peace, or on the economic factors stemming 
from civil wars. The only region where we have had country-based 
programs has been Africa, particularly in looking at security issues 
on a sub-regional basis." 

Tschirgi researches a wide range of countries that are 
politically fragile but have not yet experienced conflict. On her 
radar now, for instance, are Guyana and Kyrgyzstan. "For all fragile 
countries, the issue is the same-what are some of the structural 
causes of conflict and are there ways of addressing them and 
mitigating the triggering causes, most of which are politicaP" she 
questions. "Much of our work is on the prevention, management, 
and resolution of conflict." 

When asked to consider some of the problems currently 
facing the Middle East, Tschirgi is thoughtful. "There are two 
different sets of problems confronting the Arab region today. The 
first relates to the nagging internal problems of the countries in 
the region: authoritarian and oppressive regimes, lack of political 
participation , systematic violations of human rights, growing 
inequities within the society, poverty, huge unemployment, the 
gender gap, rising religious fundamentalism and intolerance, 
political violence and terrorism. 

"The second relates to the increasingly aggressive and hard
line policies of fore ign countries, which have greatly weakened 
the role of moderates in the region, while emboldening different 
radical elements. l fear that this has led to great polarization within 
the countries of the region-seriously jeopardizing the organic 
development of a viable national compact." 

Tschirgi feels the greatest challenge over the next decade will 
be the creation of pluralistic, non-violent, and internally cohesive 
political regimes that can meet the basic aspirations of their people. 
"Unfortunately," she says, "the ingredients for such a process are 
currently missing and made harder by the day as a result of the 
policies of foreign powers." 

For Tschirgi, AUB has all the ingredients to provide young 
men and women with a venue for debate as well as tolerance-vital 
instruments in her work. "AUB's biggest contribution is that it has 
proven to be an open environment," she says, with an element of 
some irony as she looks at the striking view of the UN 
before her. "After all, being exposed to critical thinking is 
the foundation stone of a pluralistic and open society." 

AUB's biggest contribution is that it has proven 

to be an open environment. After all, being 

exposed to critical thinking is the foundation 

stone of a pluralistic and open society. 



Promoting Awareness 
Three years after its inception, the Understanding Contemporary Islam program of AUB has shown that 

the best venues for expanding knowledge can be found in the classroom and in the community. May 

Farah discovers how this unique initiative has changed the outlook of some American students and 

citizens and the UCI scholars as well. 

Following 9/11, it became apparent there was a slow but undeniably 
emerging presence of a widening gap between the West and the East. lt 
was a gap of knowledge, a gap of information, a gap of understanding, 
and ultimately, a gap of acceptance between the United Stales and the 
Arab world. 

The gap revolved around lslam and the dangerous 
misconception that both the religion and the coumri.es that espoused it 
were inherently and overwhelmingly linked to the ho1Tific terrorist acts 
perpetrated against the US. 

Realizing the urgent need to bridge this gap, the American 
University of Beirut developed and proposed a program aimed at 
providing increased learning, dialogue, and imeraction between the 
people of the United States and the Islamic world. Launched in 2002, 
the Understanding Contemporary Islam (UCI) program sends scholars 
on Islam and the Islamic world as visiting fellows, for a period of six 
weeks Lo one semester, to colleges and universities across the US that 
lack a Middle East or Arab studies program. And the UCl program has 
done just that. .. with great success. 

By the end of June, a total of 24 scholars will have accomplished 
that special mission. They will have taught courses, given talks and 
seminars, engaged in public dialogue, and served as a resource on 
Islam, not just at the host institution but also in the community 
at large at local organizations, clubs, and cultural and religious 
institutions. MainGate reported on this program in its spring 2003 
issue, but we thought it deserved Lo be checked on again LO gage its 

impact over the last two academic years. 
In addition to fostering a better understanding of Islam , it 

is hoped that the program and the presence of having a scholar 
on campus and in the community will inspire and encourage the 
host institutions to develop their own Islamic studies program. 
According to the reports received from more than half of the 
participating institutions that have submitted their feedback so far, 
this has already been accomplished. 

'The program is doing astoundingly well," confirmed 
Professor Abdul Hamid Hallab, the director of UCL "Eleven of those 
eighteen institutions are planning to set up an Islamic studies course 
or courses permanently." 

Sitting in his office immediately adjacent to the Van Dyck 
Building on a sunny December morning, Hallab (who retired from 
AUB in 1997 and is now volunteering his Lime and commitment 
to the program) said that in the first month of launching UCl, over 

Exporting the East to the West: 
UGI director Abdul Hamid Hallab 

90 applications from interested 
universities and colleges were 

received ... a very telling response 
rate. "There's obviously a 

tremendous demand out there. 

There should be 10 programs like 
this one," remarked Hallab, whose 

office is in charge of processing 
fellow applications, placing 



them al an appropriate US university or college, coordinating travel 
logistics, and offering fellows orientation workshops, among other 
responsibilities. 

The response from interested and qualified scholars has been 
just as remarkable. To serve as fellows, scholars are selected by a com
mittee on the basis of their academic expertise and experience, fluency 
in English, their interest in community outreach ... and, of course, a 
demonstrated deep knowledge of Islam and the Islamic world. 

"We have scholars from virtually the entire Muslim world who 
are participating or are interested in participating," said Hallab. 'They 
are on an important mission to convey the facts and truth about con
temporary Islam. They are not missionaries. Its about conveying an un
derstanding of history, culture, and the way Islam treats other religions." 

One such scholar is Professor Vahid Behmardi, who spent 
six weeks at Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, 
last fall. 

Behmardi, an assistant professor of Arabic Literature at 
AUB since 1998, has extensive teaching experience, along with 
publications dealing with Islam and Islamic issues. "With the 
History Department, with whom I was affiliated during my stay 
al Susquehanna, we agreed ahead of time that while l was there I 
would teach an intensive course, in addition to giving lectures and 
seminars," he explained. "During my time there, there were constant 
images of beheadings on television [coming from Iraq]. Students were 
always asking questions; it was quite challenging." 

Behmardi's presence and mis
sion were so notable that the local 

newspaper interviewed him, and the 
story made the front page. His work 
was also featured in the university 

paper. After the articles appeared, a 
Christian group from town contacted 
the university asking if he could 
speak after their Sunday sermon. "So, 

I spoke about contemporary Islam 

AUB professor Vahid Behmardi and Muslim society, and answered all 
found his time as a UCI scholar in their questions ," he said. "I was there 
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania challenging 
and rewarding for at least a couple of hours. " 

He also spoke at the university's regular brown bag lunch 
series, where the audience also included people from the commu
nity; and al a lecture specially organized by the university's business 
school, in which he focused on the significance of Islamic culture in 
the market in the Middle East. 

"From the many questions, quite a few of which were very po
litical, I realized that people there knew ve1y little about the Middle 
East and the Muslim world ... I was astonished," he admitted. "The 
images they had were very stereotype-based. But, when they were 
given information in a reasonable way, they responded with receptive 
understanding." 

Behmardi was on his first visit ever LO the US, and he com
mented that seeing America from the inside was very different from 

m Ma r>Gate Spring 200'i 

what he had expected. "I was extremely impressed. I found American 
people hospitable, willing lo listen and willing to learn. l was also 
impressed by the number of questions from students, in class or after, 
and via e-mail. 

'This was a very rewarding experience," he continued. "In the 
beginning, I was not really that anxious to go, but thought it was im
portant as part of my commitment lo AUB. So, l did it with absolute 
dedication. After going there and seeing the results, I feel it was very 
worthwhile. I got a very positive feedback. There was recognition of 
the chance for dialogue and cooperation." 

Of the 24 hosting colleges and universities, 18 have already 
forwarded their evaluations to the UC! office. Their reports have 
been extremely positive, offering generous praise for the program 
and the impact that the fellows made on their campuses and in their 
communities. 

As Susquehanna University wrote: "Dr. Behmardi was an excel
lent visiting scholar. He had important insights and contributions to 
make. We, among those who had contact with Dr. Behmardi, abso
lutely achieved a broader understanding of the Middle East." 

Professor Ahmad Moussalli, who Leaches political science and 
Islamic studies at AUB, was also a fellow, both in the fall of 2003 and 
this past fall, each time spending six weeks - first at the University 
of Arizona in Tucson and then at Ball State University in Muncie, 
Indiana. For Moussalli, who, since 1980, has been going back and 
forth between the US and the Arab world as both a student and a 
scholar, there is certainly more American interest in Islam and the 
Islamic world since September 11. He wrote his reflections in an es
say about both visits shortly after his return, saying: 

"The issues that were raised and discussed in depth reflect a lot 
of the concerns, questions, fears, and hopes people have. In particu
lar, issues relating to US-Arab relations, the US image in the Islamic 
world, the war in Iraq, the intensity of the Arab-Israeli conflict, and 
the rise of Islamic fundamentalism. " 

In addition to the tens of lectures Lo intellectuals, government 
officials, and university audiences, Moussalli was also very involved 
with grassroots organizations and audiences that had no knowledge of 
Islam, Arabs, the Middle East, or the Islamic world, except what they 
had seen on television and read in newspapers. 

"I really felt satisfied with all the lectures and discussions I had, 
with professors, students, as well as other audiences, since I realized 
that l was filling in a lot of gaps and clarifying a lot of misconceptions 
about Arabs and Muslims," he wrote. "I have found that personal 
interaction between people tremendously reduces the anxiety and 
fear of the other and can create personal bridges between di fferem 
peoples. This is why we need to intensify programs like UCL" 

Whether in discussion with students and faculty or the com
munity at large, Moussalli said il soon became clear to him that many 
Americans had relied on the media for information about Islam and 
that the media had misinformed them about what Islam is and how 
Muslims think about the US and the West, and about the causes of 
conflict in the world. "I had to go back in history to describe how 



West-East, Islamic-Christian relations had developed over the centu

ries," explains Moussalli. 

According to reports from both universities, Moussallis pres

ence was a huge success, even leading to the creation of courses on 

Islam and the Middle East at both universities. 

"He was excellent at presenting very sensitive issues in a non

threatening manner," reported Ball State University. "This program has 

allowed both the community and the university to come together and 

discuss Islam in a positive manner." 

Similar words of praise came from the University of Arizona: 

"I think he helped students, faculty, and members of the community 

have a far more nuanced and accurate understanding of Islam and of 

Muslim perceptions of the US than they had possessed previously." 

We have scholars from virtually the entire 

Muslim world who are participating or are 

interested in participating. They are on an 

important mission to convey the facts and truth 

about contemporary Islam. 

Another Islamic scholar and fellow, whose experiences on 

the ground were somewhat more unique, but who sensed the same 

impact among students and the community was Naila Al-Atrash, a 

celebrated Syrian director, actress, playwright, and until recently, a 

lecturer at the Syrian High Institute of Drama. The institute's rich, 

intensive, and diverse program in Arab theater and her work as an 

actress and director provided Al-A.trash with the UCI-sponsored op

portunity to meet and talk with students, faculty, and other members 

of the university and community at New York University and SUNY 

Cortland in New York. 

Al-Atrash, who also spent an afternoon at nearby Yale University 

for talks and discussions, gave lectures on Islamic culture and its at

titude toward the performing arts , popular theater forms under Islam, 

Syrian theater and its relation to Greek and Roman theater, and the 

problems and perspectives of Syrian theater. 

"The lectures prompted many questions that led to very impor

tant discussions and dialogue," she reported. "Most of the American 

students don't have any idea about our Arab Islamic culture and con

sequently they know nothing about our theater. It was very difficult 

for them to accept the idea that the people in Muslim countries have 

been practicing theater since long ago. They believe deeply that Islam 

stands strongly against all forms of performing arts." 

Al-Atrash, whose fellowship was for an entire semester, also gave 

acting classes and workshops. She said her surprise at American mis

conceptions of Islams treatment of women led her, with the collabora

tion of a fellow professor, to organize a workshop on gender and Islam. 

During the workshop, which attracted the participation of 

33 students, various critical and historical texts on the subject of 

gender and Islam were juxtaposed with scenes from plays by Syrian 

playwright Mamdouh Udwan. The 

workshop, which lasted for about five 

weeks, culminated in an original per

formance that was open to the public. 

Additionally, AI-Atrash staged a per

formance of 'The P1incess ls Waiting," 

w1itten by Salah Abdel-Sabur, which 

gave the talented NYU experimental 

theater students exposure to the rich 

traditions of Arabic theater. 

The arts, for Al-Atrash, are a 

A different act: Syrian actor and 
director Naila AI-Atrash introduced 
the traditions of Middle Eastern 
theater to budding NYU and 

powerful force in bridging cultures. SUNY thespians 

"A resident of Cortland approached me in a restaurant to thank me for 

my work," she explained. "He told me that quite often they meet with 

people lecturing on Islam and Islamic culture, and although their lec

tures are good, the picture of that community remains blurred , lack

ing something. But, he told me, when they see theater, a movie, or a 

painting, the picture comes into focus and becomes full and detailed ." 

Such words of commendation, received from every scholar who 

has participated as a fellow and from every university visited , are wel

come and encouraging. 

"It's clear that Americans are happy to learn about Islam and to 

have people answer their questions," Hallab said. "Our fellows convey 

the true facts about Islam, which is contrary to what the neoconserva

tive media says, which is extremely warped." 

For Hallab, much of the praise for the success of UCI must 

go to the funding organizations: the William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund. "They get the most credit for making UCI 

possible," he said, "and it's important for AUB to be part of this initia

tive, because of its historical and important East-West link." 

Hallab also acknowledged the valuable participation of the 

Washington-based Council for International Exchange of Scholars 

(CIES), which has been working closely with AUB on administer

ing the program. The organization's assistance includes publicizing 

UCI among educational institutions in the US, communicating with 

representatives from interested institutions, setting expectations for 

the kind of interaction scholars should have on campus and with the 

surrounding community, and making visa arrangements for arriving 

fellows, among other related responsibilities. 

"CIES has been pleased to work with AUB on the planning and 

implementing of this very important program for the past two years," 

said Nancy Santos Gainer, the director of CIES External Relations, 

who added that it is working quite well. 

"Discussions about extending the Understanding Contemporary 

Islam program are under way," Gainer concluded. These encouraging 

words would indeed be welcome to Hallab. Recognizing the enor

mous need for the program and the constructive service it has dem

onstrated and provided so far, he voiced a similar sentiment: 

'Tm earnestly hoping that this program will be the nest egg 

of many more like it." 
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Special to MainGate - A Tribute to Former Prime Minister Rafic B. Hariri 

Remembering Rafic B. Hariri (1944-2005) 

A Commitment to AUB 
and Higher Education 

A love for Lebanon and AUB: HE Mr. Rafic B. Hariri 

Words such as "larger than life," "visionary," and "Mr. Lebanon" are 

among a long list of adjectives used LO describe Rafic B. Hariri, who 

served as Lebanon's prime minister for ten years during 1992-2004. 

But LO the AUB community, he will always be remembered as 

an AUB trustee and an ardent supporter. To many, the University 

even served as a springboard for Hariri 's political career, when 

he delivered a motivational AUB commencement address in June 

1992. ln that speech, he defended national unity and the 1989 Taif 

Accord, which he helped secure to put an end LO the 1975-90 war. 
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EntiLled "Success: Success of the Graduates, Success of the 

University and Tomorrow, Success of Lebanon," his address pushed 

the graduating class LO seek success while developing "the human 

values of honesty, integrity, loyally, and perfection." 

Trustee Rafic Hariri rose up from very modest beginnings Lo 

become one of the wealthiest men in the world. This extraordinary 

man used his wealth to help others, Lo help this University, and to 

help his country. ln the tributes that follow, you will hear from just a 

few of the many people whose lives were touched 

by this man and who have stories Lo tell and 

memories Lo share-President John Waterbury, 

Chairman Richard Debs, and Trustees Ray Irani 

and Farouk Jabre. We also want to tell you about 

some of the alumni events that were organized to 

honor Hariri, give you a quick snapshot of what 

it was like at our medical center that clay, and 

introduce you LO some AUB alumni who are no 

longer with us. 

Rafic B.· Hariri: A Personal 
Remembrance 

By John Waterbury , President, American 
University of Beirut 

The beginning and the end of my acquaintance 

with Rafic B. Hariri were marked by explosions. 

My first visit to AUB, as president-designate , 

began on October 27 , 1997. l was in the 

company of Trustees Tom Morris and Bill Carson, 

and the head of our New York office, Eileen 

O'Connor. AL about 11 pm on that clay, while we 

Mr. Hariri welcomed AUB 
President John Waterbury 
at Marquand House during 
his first visit to AUB as 
president-designate in 1997 

were dining outside the University, three or four sticks of dynamite 

were thrown over the wall of our lower campus, ironically near 

the Hariri Faculty Residence. Fortunately, no one was badly hurt, 

despite a lot of 0ying glass. lt was a crude but rather harmless 

message of greeting to me. 



Two days later, on the 29th, I received word that Prime 
Minister Hariri was coming on campus to pay his respects to me. 
Someone, perhaps Ibrahim Khoury, told me that this was his first 
visit to campus in several years. The PM arrived, characteristically 
driving his own heavily armored Mercedes (good against bullets 
but not against explosives). We all had coffee together in the liv
ing room or Marquand House. We exchanged pleasantries, he said 
something dismissive about the dynamite, and assured me I could 
count on him in the months and years ahead. I could, and I did. 

We met fairly rrequently over the years, never for very long. 
It was <'!lways a combination of business involving the University, 
with some time left over ror a discussion of whatever was dominat
ing the political scene at that particular moment. 

Capturing the horror: AUB President John Waterbury's personal photo taken just after 
the blast of February 14 

I recall returning to Beirut shortly after September 11, 2001. 
On September 29 I went to the PM in his residence at Qoreitem. We 
most ofren sat in a receiving room that appeared to be slightly larger 
than the Green Field, and that was the case on that day. An aide 
came in with a text that he had requested. "Have you read this?, 
he asked, waving the paper. "It's the Security Council resolution on 
international terrorism." I had not read it. He quoted, 'The Security 
Council notes with concern" the links of terrorist networks to orga
nized crime, drug trade, money laundering, arms trafficking, etc., 
and then he said, "These are the things Lebanese are good at. Do 
they want to close down Lebanon and just leave us to grow apples?" 

Ir one doesn't appreciate sardonic humor and irony (ah yes, 
remember the Arabs do not have a word for irony ... ), then one would 
miss the pleasures of RBHs company. 

Two years ago, Trustee Hariri came to a lunch at Marquand 
House at which we hosted our honorary degree recipients. Raric Hariri 
was seated with the late Edward Said and Hassib Sabbagh. Edward 
and Rafic carried on an animated conversation on the Palestinian 
theater, with Hassib Sabbagh, clearly frustrated that he could not join 
in verbally, listening to the exchanges with almost rapt attention. 

Before we had gone into lunch, one of our honorees, Helen 
Thomas, found that the latch to the bathroom she was using had 
jammed. We heard her calling for help, but we could not open the 
door from the outside. As I wrestled with the door knob, one of 
Hariris bulky body guards suggested that he take care of the situation. 

I shouted to Helen that she should stand well back or the door. 
The body guard then pretty much shattered it. As Helen emerged 
somewhat shaken, I said that the latch had probably been installed by 
Daniel Bliss. I was told recently that that body guard had survived the 
February 14 blast. 

February 14, 2005 was a gorgeous day in Lebanon, crystal 
clear, as was September 11 in ew York. There was fresh snow on 
the mountains. At lunch time l went down to the site or the Hostler 
Center to photograph the huge excavation, nearly completed. I was 
photographing with Sadallah Shalak, chief of campus protection, at 
my side. There was a terrific cracking explosion. Doves and sparrows 
spiraled up in panic. I felt my hair rise from the shock wave. We 
went across the Corniche to the sea front and saw the white smoke 
turn black as burning cars fed the conflagration. Mr. Hariri was killed 
instantly. His body was the first to arrive at AUH where our medical 
teams perfonned magnificently throughout the day. Basil Fleihan, 
burned beyond recognition arrived alive in the ER, and to a doctor he 
knew but who did not recognize him , said, "Ana Basil. " 

Once when I explained some university rule to Rafic B. Hariri, 
he said to me, 'John, Lebanon is not Plato's Republic." No, Lebanon is 
not Plato's Republic, but maybe this consummate realist, this ebullient 
can-do man, in his last roll of the dice nudged Lebanon along the 
path to that Republic. 

Rafic B. Hariri-A Friend and Visionary 
Remembered 

By Richard A. Debs , Chairman of the Board, 

American University of Beirut 

Rafic Hariri was an extraordinary 
person-a man of many 
dimensions, of many talents, and 
of deep commitment to the causes 
he had chosen to serve. He was 
known as an outstanding business 
leader of great vision and integrity, 
a politician devoted to leading his 
country on the road back to its 
former glory, a statesman recognized 
and admired throughout the global 
community of nations, and a 

A home for AUB faculty: The 
Houssam Eddine Hariri Building 

philanthropist whose generosity was widespread and legendaty The 
trustees or the American University of Beirut are proud to have had 
him as a colleague on the Board or Trustees for over twenty years. 
His contributions as a business and political leader are well known; 
no doubt his name will go down in history as one bf the greatest 
lea~ers in the Middle East. His role as a philanthropist is less well 
known. For example, his visionary scholarship program through the 
Hariri Foundation-which just celebrated its 25th anniversary-has 
given over 34,000 young Lebanese men and women the gift of higher 
education at universities around the world. 
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As for the American University of Beirut, he has been one of 
the most generous donors in the University's long history. lndeed, 
just three days before his tragic death, he made another of many gifts, 
this time to the Armenian Students Scholarship Fund. The Houssam 
Eddine Hari1i Building named in honor of his beloved late son, has 
enhanced the lower campus as well as the AUB community by pro
viding exceptional housing for many of the University'.s faculty mem
bers. He provided tremendous support for scholarships, faculty and 
staff salaries, the AUB Medical Center, and new laboratory facilities. 
lndeed , during this past year, we were discussing with him another 
major project for the University that would be of great significance, 
not just for AUB but for the Middle East in general. He was commit
ted to supporting the concept, but his untimely death prevented us 
from finalizing the project. 
Nevertheless, we will contin
ue to pursue it as his legacy. 

Reflecting on Rafic and 
his distinguished career, 1 

would say that whenever he 
saw a dire need-be it strong 
leadership for Lebanon after 
the civil war, the rebuilding 
of Beirut, tuition assistance 
for promising Lebanese stu
dents, or support for an es
sential university program
he did everything he could 

Mr. Hanri and his wife Nazik at the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the St. 
Jude Children's Cancer Center 

to fulfill that need. His impact on 
Lebanon was simply extraordinary. 

The death of Rafic Hariri 
marks one of the darkest days in 
Lebanon's history. However, his 
vision-for Lebanon, for AUB, and 
for the region-remains a guiding 
light. We shall never forget this 
great man as a leader, statesman, 
businessman, philanthropist, dear 

friend and trustee, and as a colleague. His legacy will live on. 

A Tribute to HE Rafic B. Hariri 
By Ray R. Irani , Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer 
Occidental Petroleum Corporation And Co-Chairman of the AUB 

Board of Trustees 

Rafic Hariri's death brings a tragic and abrupt end to a lifetime of 
achievement. Humanity has lost a champion, Lebanon has lost one 
of her most distinguished sons, and I have lost a friend. A brilliant 
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entrepreneur and an energetic political leader, this self-made man 
will long be remembered for his unbending determination in 
leading the drive for Lebanon's reconstruction after years of civil 
conl1ict. His achievements are especially apparent in the physical 
transformation and economic revival of central Beirut which was 
partially aided by the investment of his personal financial resources. 

Those of us who knew him well will remember his courage 
and modesty, intellect and kindness, and unwavering fidelity to 
principle. Some will note his decency, love for his country, devotion 
to his family, and loyalty to his friends . 

Others will point to his leadership. Effective leadership means 
that some people wi ll take offense when difficult decisions are made. 
This is an inevitable outcome of strong leadership particularly if 
the person making tough decisions is honorable. 
Avoiding difficult decisions is a sign of mediocrity. 
Mr. Hariri'.s steadfastness in tackling contentious 
issues was a testimony to his extraordinary strength 
of character. -

Some will recount his philanthropic and 
humanitarian activities that focused on improving 
lives in some of Lebanon'.s poorest regions. Of 
particular note is the work he accomplished 
through the Hariri Foundation in assisting more 
than 34,000 students in Lebanon and abroad in 
pursuing their dreams of a university education. 
Many of these students attended AUB. 

But Mr. Hariri also had a timeless message 

Ottawa Chapter 
President Elie 
Mousalli at 
the chapter's 
memorial for HE 
Mr. Hariri 

for humanity to reach higher and stretch further to make a positive 
difference in the world, all the while holding fast to the values that 
define us as individuals. He believed that if we can envision a better 
world, we can make it so. 

He was not merely a remarkably talented man-he was above 
all a good man. His grace and wisdom, strength and integrity, were 
genuine and stand as timeless examples before each of us. 

A Loss to Lebanon and the World 
By FaroukJabre, AUB Trustee 

The horrible assassination of Rafic Hariri is a great loss to Lebanon, 
the Arab world, the world, and to AUB. This great man put a face 
on the dream of a new Lebanon that can meet the challenges of 
modern times at all levels. His dream covered all aspects of a reborn 
Lebanon that could be an essential hub between this great country, 
the Arab world, and the world in the fields of education, finance, 
health, and tourism. The prerequisite for this dream was the 
necessary administrative reforms a modern Lebanon needed badly, 
but which were blocked by politicians, whose stands could only be 
measured by their pettiness and their ignorance. 

Rafic Hariri answered the remark of an interviewer that he 
was bigger than Lebanon by saying, "lf 1 am big, Lebanon should 
be bigger, and this is my mission. " 



This great man was a positive person. Nothing discouraged 

him; he was creative and always found pragmatic solutions to the 

problems he encountered. 

He was loyal to the people he worked for or who worked for 

him. He had the great quality of investing in people, especially in 
the youth. The proof is in the tens of thousands of young men and 

women who received through the Hariri Foundation the needed 

support to obtain a quality higher education, and there are many at 

AUB who can attest to that. 

Another quality was his dedication to philanthropy, which 

reached the needy through bona fide institutions in Lebanon, irrespec

tive of regionalism and religious affiliation. 

Rafic Hariri was not a confessional person; he transcended re

ligious sectarianism and worked towards a solid national unity. Now 

every Lebanese, and especially our youth and the new generations, are 

left with the Hariri legacy of achieving national unity in an indepen

dent and sovereign modern Lebanon that can live up to the challenges 

facing it and in harmony with its regional sphere at arms length. 
We are still under the shock of his premature departure, but the 

coming days, months, and years will show everyone how big the loss 
is. However, we count on the new generations to achieve his dream 

and vision of a solid 

new Lebanon. 

A few days ago, 

Dr. Basil Fleihan, the 

living martyr, suc

cumbed to the lethal 

damage that afflicted 

his body. His early de

parture is a great loss 

for Lebanon. He rep

resented youth, educa

New York alumni and friends sign a condolence 
book to the Hariri family at the AUB New York Office 

tion, and professionalism in the service of a modern Lebanon--a 

new Lebanon that was the dream of Rafic Hariri--where the new 

generations could find their places and could participate at all 

levels in the modernization of Lebanon, where meritocracy would 

be the cornerstone. 
God bless the souls of Rafic Hariri and Basil Fleihan and the 

souls of all the martyrs of the 14th of February. 

Alumni Around the World Mourn 
By Lynn Mahoney Calder 

ln Canada, the Alumni Association of North America Ottawa 
Chapter, in collaboration with the Cedar Club, held a remembrance 

for Rafic Hariri on February 28. The tribute was held in Tabaret 
Hall, in the very same room where Mr. Hariri had been awarded 

an Honoris Causa doctorate. Elie Moussalli, president of the 

Ottawa Chapter, Walid Aki, president of the Cedar Club, and The 
Honorable Member of Parliament Mauril Belanger addressed the 

audience, citing Mr. Hariri's immense role in the reconstruction of 

Lebanon after the civil war and his generosity towards AUB as a 

member of the Board of Trustees. 
Houston alumni and friends gathered on February 20 to 

honor the memory of the late Mr. Hariri. The mood was somber 

as 13eople gathered to share memories about Mr. Hariri and sign 
a boOKtnat will be sent to his family. ln her opening remarks, 

Lina Jazi, the Houston Chapter's president, called upon everyone 

to keep the vision and legacy of the late Rafic Hariri alive, saying: 

"His death is indeed a great loss to AUB and Lebanon. As we 

bid him goodbye, we call upon all of you to keep his vision and 

legacy alive." Alumni and friends also gathered that day to pray 

for Basil Fleihan , as he lay fighting for his life in Paris. 

AUB's New York Office opened its doors for two weeks 

following the tragic death of Mr. Hariri to alumni and friends to 

sign a condolence book that was later delivered to his family. On 

February 23 the AANA New York Metropolitan Chapter held a 

small reception so that members and local trustees could sign the 

condolence book after business hours. Several members of the 

community attended and brought comfort to one another during 

one of the darkest moments in Lebanon's history. 

Mobilized, AUBMC Responds to Trauma 
By Maha Al-Azar 

Amid the panic, tears, and cries, they had to keep their focus and 

do what they do best: save people's lives. 

And that is exactly what the American University of Beirut 

Medical Center's team of health professionals and support staff set 

AUBMC marks one week since assassination 

out to do , on that fateful day of February 14, 2005. 

To accommodate the injured people spilling out of civilian 
cars and ambulances, the ER staff had to transform every available 
space into a treatment or triage area. "Within two hours of the 

explosion, everyone had been triaged and sent to treatment," said 

AUBMC Director John Rhoder, who issued an immediate order 

that everyone be treated at the hospital 's expense and that the 
entire hospital be mobilized to respond to the trauma. 

Everyone dug in to help. Even administrators , such as 

Nursing Services Director Gladys Moura-who had worked 
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extensively in the ER during the war- were seen placing casualties 

on stretchers and working with medical staff on the ground. 

The housekeeping staff, too, were praised by many for keeping 
the ER clean. "Everyone did their job ," said Rhoder. "lt was weLl

orchestrated, and was handled professionally and with compassion." 

Alumni lost in the blast 
by Maha Al-Azar 

Basil Fleihan, beloved friend of AUB and Lebanon, dies 
after a valiant struggle 
Basil Fleihan (BA '84) died on April 18th after fighting for his 

life for 64 days in a French hospital. Fleihan sustained burns 

that covered 95 percent of 

his body in the February 14 

explosion that killed Rafic 

Hariri and 20 others. As he 

struggled Lo hold on to life, 

his friends around the world 

organized vigils and prayer 
services, sent messages of 

love, and even traveled to 

Paris to visit him in person. 

Fleihan was 41 when he 

passed away. As word of 

his death spread around 
camp{is, those who knew him-and there were many on the 

AUB campus-described him as a loyal friend, a charming, 

wiuy, and positive person, a leader, an outstanding student, and 

an inspiring teacher. Wherever he went- at the International 

Rowad Haidar 

Monetary Fund , as a member 

of parliament, as Minister of 

Economy and Trade , as an 

advisor to the Lebanese Ministry 

of Finance, or as a lecturer at 
AUB (1994-2000)-he auracted 

a devoted following. He will be 

sorely missed. 

Rowad Haidar's friends 
remember his generosity 

Rowad Haidar (BBA "85) was a typical man from Lhe Bekaa: tough, 

unwavering, and very generous. This is how his friends and former 

classmates remember him. 
Haidar was among the 21 who died in the February 14, 

2005 blast. He was working as administrative manager at the St. 

Georges Hotel when the explosion took place. He is su rvived by 
his wife and two small children. 

A former business school student, Haidar graduated from 
AUB in 1985 , but not before having forged some friendships for life. 

Amer Qaissi was one of those friends. "He was a true 
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friend, a lifetime friend, " Qaissi said, "not someone you would 

forget. l used to think that even at 60 or 70 , we would still be 

hanging out. " 

lmad Baalbaki, who is the director of the Office of 

Development, was also one of Haidar's classmates. He remembers 

him as a very generous person, and one who carried himself with 

pride. "I can't believe that Rowad 's life was cut short," he said. "lt 
is unbelievable. " 

Nurse Mazen Zahabi will always be remembered for his 
smile and kindness 
He appears in photos smiling, full of life. He is described by 

relatives and teachers as active, ambitious, and kind. With a smile 
that "never fades. " 

Mazen Zahabi, wo graduated from the BT Nursing Program 

in 1999, was among the 20 who were killed with Rafic Hariri. A 

member of Hariri's medical team, he was 30 years old. 

A former AUBMC nurse, Zahabi eagerly volunteered for 
the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in 2001 when Director of Nursing 

Services ·G ladys Mouro asked him to do so. 

One day, he was assigned to ca re for Prince Nayef of Saudi 
Arabia, who was so impressed with Zahabi's professionalism that 

he decided to hire him. Zahabi later met Hariri in Saudi Arabia 

Mazern Zahabi receiving his nursing diploma frorn Dr. Marina Hajj , Deputy Hospital Director 

who made him an enticing job offer, which he accepted. 

"Did I lead him to his destiny of death?" Mauro asked the 
February 15 assembly, eyes shimmering with emotion. "Maybe if l 

had not sent him to the ICU, he would be alive. Maybe if Mazen 

· were not so ambitious, so conscientious, such a wonderful nurse, 

he would be alive today." 
After joining Hariri's team in November 2004, he emailed 

Mauro , offering to volunteer at the ICU. "l would like to offer my 

help and support to AUBMC, which gave me education, 
knowledge, and experience, and made me the person 

that l am now," he wrote. 



The AUB Summer Program for 
Children of North American Alumni 
July 4 - August 5, 2005 
Held under the auspices of the AUB Alumni Association of North America 
In cooperation with Office of the Vice President for Regional External Programs 

The AUB Summer Program is an educational and cultural program for high school students 
at least 16 years old or college students who have completed at least one semester of their 
education. Courses include: Arabic language instruction, history, culture and archeology of 
Lebanon and the Arab world, augmented by fieldtrips to sites in Lebanon. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to learn about their heritage and get a taste of the 
AUB student experience! 

To find out more about the 2005 Summer Program specifics, application, information and inclusive costs, log onto 
http://www.aub.edu.lb/-webdevpt/sumpr05/sumpr05.html 

Or contact : 

Eva Klimas at klimas@aub.edu or Ellen Ching at ching@aub.edu 
American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel : 1212) 583-7600 Fa x: 1212) 583-7651 

APPLICATION DEADLltiE: May 31, 2005 



With its first director at the helm, the Prince 

Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for American 

Studies and Research at AUB is creating 

and sponsoring compelling interdisciplinary 

courses and programs in American politics, 

history, and culture for students eager 

to learn more about the United States. 

MainGate reports on how the center got its 

start and how American studies is being 

approached at AUB. 

A new center devoted exclusively to American studies and research 

has been gradually taking shape at AUB. The Prince Alwaleed 

Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz Alsaud Center for American Studies and 

Research (CASAR) was inaugurated in June 2003 with a gift from 

Prince Alwaleed Bin Talat, a keen promoter of better understanding 

between the United States and the Arab world. Professor Patrick 

McGreevy, the center's first director, relates CASAR's origins directly 

to "the tragic events of the September 11 auacks and the Iraq War. " 

To get CASAR off the ground, a hard-working Steering 
Committee put in a whole year of careful, deliberate, and 

painstaking planning and preparation for the center. In October 

2003 a stakeholders' conference received input from local 

journalists, politicians, business leaders, and AUB professors 
and administrators. A meeting with AUB students and faculty 
followed. In December several world-renowned leaders in the field 

of American studies came to Beirut from India, Norway, Egypt, 

and the United States to thrash out with the Steering Committee 

development strategies and methodologies on how best to design 

the activities of the new center. 
Throughout that first year of planning, visiting professors, all 

experts in their fields, came to Beirut to lecture and consult with the 

Steering Committee. The lecture series also included two professors 

short-listed for the position of acting director of the new center. ln 

the end, Patrick McGreevy, professor and chair of the Department of 
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Anthropology, Geography, and Earth Science at Clarion University 

in Pennsylvania, was chosen to lead the new center. He took up his 

post in September 2004 (See MainGate, Vol. lll, No. 2, p.6). 

Talking to MainGate in his College Hall office, McGreevy 

(University of Minnesota, PhD '84) looked relaxed in his signature 

suspenders and loose shirt. The new CASAR director describes 

himself as a cultural geographer: he has focused on studies of 

Niagara Falls and the Erie Canal. But his experience teaching the 

cultures of his own country is broad and varied: he has written on 

nationalism, perceptions of borders, and cross-cultural awareness; 

given presentations on American studies in the Middle East and on 

academia and the public sphere; and participated in the making of 

numerous documentary films . As a Fulbright professor in Hungary 

in 1999-2000, he held the Orszagh Chair of American Studies at 

the University of Debrecen. He taught at Boston University and 

Clarion University in western Pennsylvania before moving on to 

AUBs American studies center. 

Adapting easily to Beirut and Lebanon, he has already met 

with numerous local figures in journalism, business, and politics, 

traveled widely in the country, and made a trip to Damascus. "l had 

always wanted to visit the Middle East," he remarks. 

Working with the firm support of Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

Dean Khalil Bitar, McGreevy and an Executive Committee have been 

actively implementing the three pillars of the center's mission

teaching, research, and outreach. The early outreach workshops 
have evolved into a lively lecture series. Speakers in the series 

have addressed election-year political issues, religion and politics 

in America, consumerism, secularism, social capital, human rights, 

American teen-agers, and the siege of Baghdad, terrorism, and other 
vital topics. The lectures have been drawing wide audiences of 

students, faculty members, and local stakeholders. (Visit the center's 

website at http://www.aub.edu.lb/-webcasar/index.html for more 

information on its activities.) 

A number of international American studies researchers 

and scholars are expected to attend the center's first international 

conference, "America in the Middle East/ the Middle East in 

America," in Beirut in December. The keynote speaker will 

be Professor Juan Cole of the University of Michigan, whose 

Americana Translation Project seeks to translate significant 



Director Patrick McGreevy 

American documents and essays 
into Arabic. The closing speaker will 
be Professor Melani McAlister of 
George Washingwn University, who is 
currently bringing her wpical work, 
Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and 
US Interests in the Middle East, 1945-
2000, up lO date with a new chapter 
covering events since 2000. 

A group of professors from 
architecture, economics, education, 
h istory, literature, philosophy, and 
political studies are meeting regularly 
to discuss readings and ideas about 
American studies. Initiated by 
McGreevy, the seminar is designed 
to provide a sounding board for the 
umbrella CASAR research topic
Arab-American encounters. 

After much study, the 
committee decided that initially 

the center would offer only a minor in American studies. Other 
degree programs may be offered later with the addition of more 
CASAR faculty members. In the future, if the CASAR faculty can be 
increased through additional funding, a possible Fulbright lecturer 
and the Edward Said Chair in American Studies, the center will 
consider offering an MA, and perhaps other degree programs. 

The new minor will be available for students in fall 2005-
06. Students in the minor will take a core course, Introduction to 
American Studies, where they will seek answers lO the question, 
"What is America?" Students minoring in American studies 
will choose courses from three different blocks: social sciences 
and history, humanities (an, music, and literature), and a third 
consisting of the more general courses that are taught throughout 
the University on American topics and issues. 

During 2004-05, CASAR-sponsored courses with the 
new "American" []avor have been offered in other departments. 
McGreevy has taught three courses in the Civilization Sequence 
Program (CSP) on modernity in America, the United States and 
global encounters, and the cultural geography of North America. 

A few courses in American literature and history are regularly 
offered in the Departments of History and English. ln fall 2004- 05, 
the Department of Political Studies and Public Administration 
(PSPA) team-taught a course on US foreign policy in the Middle 
East. CSP is currently offering a course in American music. The 
variety of course content, methodologies, and professors is growing 
steadily. In fall 2005, for example, President Waterbury will teach a 
course entitled "US Democracy through Foreign Eyes." 

Student response to the "American" courses has been positive. 
Louay Rahal, a computer science major minoring in political 
studies, took The Shock of Modernity with Professor McGreevy 

in the fall and is now enrolled in Cultural Geography. "l don't 
like American foreign policy at all," he said, "but I really like the 
readings and discussions in these courses." He feels students need to 
understand "the most powerful country in the world. " Rahal intends 
LO shift his minor LO American studies in the fall. 

Students who enjoyed the innovative team-taught course 
that included an electronic classroom and an interactive video
conferencing environment that enabled them LO debate with other 
university students from such places as the American University 
in Cairo, the University of Maine, and Tufts, Clarke, and Harvard 
Universities----clamored for a repeat of the course in the spring 
semester. "That course was really great," said one of the students, 
Zahra Hankir, editor of Outlook. 

McGreevy says he has been surprised to learn how little 
students know of the enormous diversity in the United States. 
Some tend LO believe all Americans think alike and that they have 
been brainwashed by the media. They do not realize, for example, 
that the recent election in the United States was, in fact , quite close. 
They approve, McGreevy went on , of American democracy and 
modernity, although many are critical of some aspects of current US 
foreign policy. 

McGreevy believes that the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talat Center 
for American Studies and Research will be unique because of its 
location at AUB, in Beirut , in Lebanon, and in the region. The 
discipline, he feels , must represent an international, not a national 
endeavor. "Understanding America today is important to people 
throughout the world, and people from different locations 
and perspectives can make unique contributions to that 
effort." 

Director McGreevy on US-Arab Encounters 
Professor McGreevy sees the importance of the center in the 
context of present-day American encounters with the Middle 
East. Taking the contemporary situation as a starting point, 
McGreevy says we must think of earlier encounters. "What 
happened in the United States and Canada and other parts 
of the Americas was really an encounter between native 
people, Europeans, Africans, Asians, and other people, and 
later, people from the Middle East. Complicated cultures 
emerged from these ongoing encounters, so that today 
many scholars believe that the Middle East has become 
central to a developing sense of American identity. 

"Cultures come into being in context against each other 
and by interacting with each other. Cultures bleed into each 
other because borders are hard to separate. Look at all the 
Arabs in North America today. So to speak of something 
like the Arab world today, well , who are they? An Arab
American encounter involves people who are both Arabs and 
Americans and also the encounters happening inside them .. . " 
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Back on Track 
An international program is sending 500 Iraqi 

so they can return to their homelarid armed with knowl 

higher education. Nada Al-Awar learns about the expe 

fellows, who spent a semester at 

university syst~m. 

Under a special fellowship program organized by UNESCO and 
sponsored by the Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and 
Community Development, six Iraqi academics spent three months 
al AUB last fall. The fellows, who were the first of a projected 
500 Iraqi academics who will benefit from the program, joined 
AUB as research associates. They enjoyed full access Lo university 
facilities and were able to make valuable contacts with colleagues 
after years of virtual intellectual isolation. 

"This project targets those academics who went through the 
higher education system in Iraq during the years of the embargo 
and who had not had contact with the outside world before," 
explains Dr. Victor Billeh, director of the UNESCO Beirut office. "IL's 
a way of providing better opportunities for them LO find out whats 
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new in their respective fields and Lo set up possibilities for further 
collaboration with colleagues outside Iraq. " 

The program is part of a larger project being implemented by 
UNESCO in Iraq to help its Ministry of Education and institutes of 
higher education. The goal is to formulate a "rebuilding" framework 
for the development of higher education in that country, as well as 
to provide its university faculties of medicine , pharmacy, dentistry, 
engineering, science, and education with basic lab equipment and 
library reference materials. 

By giving Iraqi academics the opportunity Lo improve their 
competencies and thus raise the standards in their fields of expertise, 
the program is contributing LO the overall improvement of higher 
education in Iraq. The fact that Lhe first group to participate in the 



Dr. Victor Billeh, Director of 
UNESCO Beirut Office 

program came to AUB, says Billeh, is 
significant. It gave them the chance 
to experience firsthand the enormous 
potential for the development of 
universities in this part of the world. 
"Coming to AUB was very valuable, 
because they had the opportunity to 
experience a university from a similar 
culture. It also means that they 
made contacts here and therefore 
will be more likely to participate in 

exchange programs with this part of the world in the future." 
For AUB Provost Peter Heath, the program fits in with the 

University's goal to reach out to institutes of higher education in 
the region. "Establishing connections with other universities in the 
Arab world is one of our priorities, and taking on the UNESCO 
initiative is part of the University's desire to promote quality 
education in the region," says Heath. "This is especially true when 
it comes to Iraqi academics who were cut off from the rest of the 
world for such a long time." 

Even when written agreements exist between universities 
to undertake such exchange programs, continues Heath , it is the 
faculty to faculty relations that make them possible ... "At the heart 
of this kind of initiative is faculty interest. And it can only take off 
when faculty members discover common interests and decide to 
pursue the connections further. " 

According to Khadija Lakkis, the new 
faculty coordinator at AUB, who received 
the scholars upon their arrival and acted 
as liaison between them and the University 
throughout their stay, the Iraqi academics 
were impressed both with the extent of 
university facilities and the degree of respect 
that their colleagues here enjoy, both from 
students and from the administration. 

'They were appreciative of everything," 
Lakkis says, "and were particularly impressed 
with the level of professionalism they found 
here. They were also surprised at the close 
relations between faculty and students and 
the fact that all sorts of issues could be freely 
discussed in classrooms." 

The fellows also received 

The training, says Silva, was designed to provide them with 
the necessary skills to enhance their research capabilities and also 
stimulate them to use technological tools in their teaching. 

Baker Maktabi, who was training coordinator during the 
computer course, says that all six Iraqi academics were highly 
motivated and never missed a session ... "They would get here early 
and leave late and during the practice sessions they always wanted 
to try out something on their own first and only asked for help if 
they needed it," says Maktabi. "By the end of the month, they had 
progressed a lot and gained many valuable skills." 

Both Silva and Maktabi feel that the effort invested in the 
program was well worth it for both sides: "It was a very interesting 
experience for us because we had never had adults with such needs 
and characteristics come through the center, and at the same time 
they were very happy and thankful for how much they had learned." 

Professor Faiq Fadhil Ahmed , who joined the Department of 
Education for his three-month stint at AUB, described the computer 
training he received as "very beneficial" and very different from any 
instruction he had received in Iraq. "l would also like to extend my 
sincere appreciation for the big effort spent in the development and 
in the delivery of the workshops we were given," wrote Ahmed in 
his report. 

UNESCO's Victor Billeh says the enthusiasm shown by 
the fellows during their stay in Beirut was an indication of the 
potential for success of such a program. "We met with them on a 

regular basis while they were here," says 
Billeh. "They seemed like sponges that were 
ready to absorb everything they were being 
offered. The experience was a real eye
opener for them." 

Once the first 100 Iraqi academics 
have been through the program-which 
will take them to AUB or to universities 
in Jordan, Egypt, Qatar, the UK, France, 
and Germany-UNESCO will conduct an 
evaluation of the program for its Qatari 
sponsor. 

"Each of the academics will submit a 
report following completion of the three
month fellowship and we will gather all the 
information to make an assessment of the 
program," explains Billeh. "Then, before 

comprehensive computer training through 
the University's Academic Computing 

Al Mustansiriya University, Baghdad 

we place the remaining 400 scholars, we 
can see if any changes in the system are 
needed. " 

Center. "After our initial meeting with the fellows, we found out they 
were very much in need of training in basic computer skills," says 
Rosangela Silva, director of the center. "So we devised a one-month 
training schedule that covered the use of software such as Word and 
PowerPoint, as well as instruction in using the Web and sending and 
receiving e-mail." 

For its part, adds Provost Heath , AUB will continue to 
participate in this as well as in other similar endeavors. "We are 
willing to do whatever we can to help, especially when it comes 
to Iraqi academics," he says. "lt is all part of our ongoing 
effort to help with the professional development of 
higher educational institutions in the region. " 
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Best 
of the Brightest 

The AUB Merit Scholarship Program awards outstanding students a tuition-free education-provided 

they maintain a stellar academic record. Sonya Knox talks with some of these young scholars. 

Each year since 1999 when it launched its Merit Scholarship Program, 

AUB has been granting a free education to ten of the top students 

from Lebanon's secondary schools, selected not because of financial 

need but exclusively on the basis of their outstanding academic 

performance. They enroll as freshmen or sophomores at AUB, and 

under the terms of the program, their scholarships continue to be 

renewed year after year until they graduate, but with the renewal 

fi rmly contingent on their unwavering academic excellence. 

The Merit Scholarship Program, the fi rst of its kind in Lebanon, 

is clearly proving to be of significant benefit in more ways than one. 

It offers high-quality students across Lebanon the opportunity to 

receive an AUB education, regardless of financial considerations, and 

at the same time it enhances the academic timbre of the University 

With the program now in its sixth year, MainGate decided it was time 

to catch up with some of the past and present winners of the Merit 

Scholarship Program and find out how they were doing. 

There is no one "type" of merit scholar. The students are 

as diverse as you can get and hail from all parts of Lebanon . 

Their choice of a major is equally varied from computer and 

communications engineering to political studies or graphic design. 

Likewise, each has a unique vision6rhis or her aspirations for the 

future, including anything from n MBA and the corporate world to 

continuing graduate studies fo r MD or a PhD that could lead to 

working for the World Health Organization (WHO). 

But when it comes to the education itself, all the students 

agree that an AUB education is unparalleled in the region and 

that the esteem and privilege of 

being chosen as a merit scholar 

is incalculable. "It's both a great 

honor and a great responsibility," 

says Randy Nahle ('07) , who 

plans to major in political studies. 

"It is symbolic of the trust 

that the University has in the 

student's capabilities. As a merit 

scholar, one must live up to that 

trust academically, professionally; 

and morally." 

For Robin Lahoud ('06), who is majoring in computer and 

communications engineering (CCE), the merit scholarship was the 

deciding factor in her attending AUB. "1 was going to attend a college 

in the United States," she says, "but 1 changed my mind when I 

learned about the scholarship .. . it removed the financial burden and 

gave me a sense of achievement." 

Biology student Fatima Mustapha Karaki ('06) tells a similar 

story "I had originally planned to attend the University of Michigan, 

and a week before I was to leave fo r the States, I received a letter 

informing me that l had been awarded the scholarship." 

Some, like Hala Georges Bou Nasr ('08), who is currently 

studying for a BA in graphic design, had dreamed of the scholarship 

years before she was awarded it. "! fi rst heard about the AUB Merit 

Scholarship Program several years ago, when a family friend was 

offered one," Bou Nasr reminisces. "I recall pondering how fantastic 

it was that all of one's hard work at school could pay off .. .. " To make 

her dream come true, Bou Nasr took the SATs three times. 'The Merit 

Scholarship makes me feel that I have earned my education through 

my own efforts," she says. 

Others, however, had barely thought about the scholarship . 

"! first heard about the Merit Scholarship in my last year at [high] 

school," explains Samah Halawi ('05) , a CCE major. "At the time, 

however, l didn't understand very well what it was based on .. . l had 

heard it wasn't something you could apply fo r and l never imagined 

Roddy Faddoul and !mad Chukrallah 

I'd receive it. I was 

certain that it would 

be subject to 'inter

ference' and other 

considerations ... l 

was very surprised 

when 1 got the 
award," Halawi mod

estly adds. 

Roddy 
Faddoul ('08) 

learned of the Meri t 

Scholarship when 

he visited AUB. "The 

\ Merit scholars Randy Nahle and Samah Halawi 
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lhab Saab 

favorite activities ." 

scholarship now means almost ev
erything to me," he says. "It really 
puts a lot of pressure on excelling 

at AUB. Sometimes it's actually 
stressful, knowing it can be lost. " 
When he entered AUB, he joined 
the Biology Society "to prepare for 

my biology major next year and I 
joined the Skiing Society for fun ." 
As an avid sportsman, he recently 

added snowboarding to his "list of 

"It's really a pity that there aren't more scholarships in 
Lebanon," Faddoul continues. "There are surely many brilliant 

students out there who don't have the chance of studying at a great 
institution like AUB." 

Imad Antoine Chukrallah ('08), who is studying civil engineer

ing, also voiced similar sentiments, saying "A merit-based scholarship 
is especially important for those who have the academic qualifications 
but lack the money to attend a university as distin ished as AUB." 

So what makes AUB so speciaP "I w ld have to say the 
campus itself!" exclaims Ghid Maatouk ('O ), who is majo1ing in 
CCE. "Coffee breaks 

at College Hall and 
breakfasts on the 
benches are the best 
part of my day ... " 

"What l find 

both stimulating 
and challenging in 
the education I'm 
getting at AUB," 

Maatouk says, "is 
Lhe permanent 

availability of 
a multitude of 

broadened my field of scientific knowledge and enlightened me in 
different fields of philosophy and literature." Saab hopes to continue 

his medical studies, with the goal of becoming a doctor and 
returning to work at the AUB Medical Center. 

Nahle takes a more holistic approach. "I regard my time at 
AUB as a succession of inspiring experiences," he says, "whether 

it is the interesting people I meet or the library teeming with great 
books or the breathtaking landscape (and the adorable cats, who 
outnumber the student body). I'm never short of inspiration at 

AUB." He goes on to say that when he is not studying or working, 
he is "reading or writing ... The cultural scene is quite appealing to 

me, and I am usually found at conferences, concerts, book fairs, 
exhibits ... " A member of AUB's International Model United Nations 

Club and the Book Club, Nahle plans to continue his studies to 
eventually obtain an advanced degree in international law. 

"The favorite thing for me about AUB," says Ramzi Madi ('06), 
who is a CCE major, "would have to be the campus life, all the 
friends that a student can make, and all the facilities available for 
students." Madi hopes to gain work experience in a multinational 

firm and then return to AUB for an MBA. "M education at AUB 
definitely revealed to me what it is that I'm goo at, and what it is 
that I would prefer to specialize in," he explains. 

As for Lahoud, AUB taught her "time-mana · ement skills and 

the value of dedication. AUB has also shed some 1 ght on fields l 
never thought I would be interested in," she says. Lahoud wants 

to continue her si udies and then 
ideally enter the corporate world. 

resources and ways to further explore the material that's 
offered, as well as the encouragement to do so." Hala Bou Nasr and Robin Lahoud 

Chukralla~, a member of 
AUB's Civil Engi~eering Society, is 
thoughtfully conTidering life post
graduation and s ys that he wants 

to continue his e ucation, possibly 
combining his engineering stud
ies with an MBA "This university 

helps buil~ acter and personal
ity," he adds, "and enables you to 

get in touch with many people of 
different cultures." 

According to Bou Nasr, "AUB is like a tree that seems to have 
all kinds of fruit growing out of it: apples, oranges, peaches, bananas, 
and even kiwis. It's providing me with an indispensable experience 
with unique individuals." 

For Halawi, AUB is much more than just an education. 
"AUB teaches you a lot, and in my case, not just about computers 
and communications but also about how to deal with a variety of 

people from different backgrounds. AUB has had a strong impact 
on me," she remarks. Halawi graduates this spring, and is still 

deciding whether to go into a graduate studies program or enter 
the workforce. 

Pre-med student lhab Saab ('07) agrees with Halawi: 'Tm 

still a sophomore, yet from my experience, my studies at AUB 

"l love AUB, because it keeps me stimulated intellectually and 

extracurricularly," comments Karaki. "There's always a new club 
or activity to get involved in," she says something she has certainly 
taken advantage of. She is currently a student representative on the 
Strategic Planning Steering Committee, a volunteer at the Volunteer 

Outreach Clinic, and a member of the AUB Volunteer Group sup
porting the Farrar Juvenile Reformatory She is also a member of the 
Environment Club, and trains in karate and jujitsu. 

AUB taught Karaki to think big. She wants to become a brain 
surgeon and maybe put some time in with the WHO. "AUB started 

me up and is already helping me on my way by providing me 
with the facilities I need to achieve my goals ... We're offered 
an incredible number of diverse opportunities here." 
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AUB Alumni: 
Save the Date and Be Sure to 

Join in the Celebration! 
July 1-3, 2005 



a es 
of a Kuwaiti in Beirut 

After arriving on campus, international student Faisal Al-Mutawa 
(BA '70) embraced the AUB experience for all it was worth. In a 
recent interview with Sonya Knox, he talked about the life lessons 
he learned at AUB and how they have remained with him long after 
graduation. 

It's not easy to get hold of Faisal Al-Mutawa (BA'70), CEO 

of the Bayan Investment Company and head of the AUB Alumni 
Association in Kuwait. But once you do, and you ask him about 

AUB, it's even harder to get a word in edgewise. 
"I learned so much at AUB," he says emphatically. "AUB 

taught me how to think properly, how to speak properly, to be 

analytical... I learned how to find reliable information, and do 
efficient research ... AUB taught me how to use the library and even 

the dictionary. AUB improved my English - and my Arabic ... " 
But Al-Mutawa's memories of his days at AUB go beyond the 

campus. For him, being in Beirut, as well as at AUB, was decidedly 
a case of being in the right place at the right time. 

"Lebanon was so multicultural. I made lots of friends and 
met people from all over the Arab world and internationally." He 

laughs, remembering, 'The first time I ever ate Chinese food was 
in Beirut-and it was run by a Chinese man married to a German 
womanl" 

Lebanon was also political. "And I was politically oriented 
from childhood," Al-Mutawa says. "Unlike all the other kids my 

age, I was reading newspapers and books and listening to the news 
when I was 12 ... ) 

"And there was so much going on," he continues, listing the 
political landmarks of his childhood. "There was Arab Nationalism, 

and Nasserism, and all these other political movements, like post
colonial struggles and coup d'etats and movements in the streets .. 

'Those were times of big change," he recalls. "We had revolu
tions in '52 and '58, '61 saw the union of Syria and Egypt, and then 

AUB taught me how to think properly, how to 

speak properly, to be analytical... I learned how 

to find reliable information, and do efficient 

research. 

later Jordan and Iraq tried it 
as well. And then there was 
the Yemeni civil war - what 

we called the revolutionaries 
versus the conservatives .. 

There was always lots of 
action, and of course the 
Communists were playing a large role in the region, and the left

ists ... " 
He trails off. "Now AUB," he says pointedly "was THE place to 

be for all this, the center for all the factions and the parties and the 
debates ... " 

As a foreign student, he quickly adds, "I am 100 percent 
Kuwaiti, by genes and by spirit. " Al-Mutawa lived all his college 

years in the AUB dorms, as did all the other Kuwaiti students. He 
described the vibrant dorm life with unmistakable fondness: "We 
were always talking, debating, arguing ... You all eat in the same 

building, study in the same building, sleep in the same building so 
the dorms become home, and the students you live with become 

family." 
And so Al-Mutawa became the head of the Kuwaiti Students 

Association, an organization that included all the Kuwaiti students 
in Beirut. "We used to have our headquarters next to AUB ," he says, 

adding "I passed by it last time I was in Beirut, but I don't think it's 
still there." 

A remarkably active group, the Kuwaiti Students Association 
held a variety of events and functions. "We had meetings at the 

headquarters two to three times a week," he remarks. 
"Every year, in May, we held a 'Kuwaiti Evening,' when we 

had a night full of Kuwaiti folklore, singing, dancing, music, and 

performances in Kuwaiti traditional dress. And a musical play, we 
always had one ... And, of course, we always attracted a large crowd. 

"We went on picnics, too," Al-Mutawa remembers. "Every 

year we'd have a picnic at Faraya or Laqlouq. That's where I learned 
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to ski," he laughs, "and I haven't stopped skiing since!" 
The Kuwaiti Students Association served as a resource for 

the Kuwaiti student community "When the 1967 war happened," 
Al-Mutawa says, "we collected all the Kuwaiti students and went 
to the embassy. The government sent a private plane and we were 
evacuated safely to Kuwait." 

As the representative of the Kuwaiti Students Association, Al
Mutawa attended meetings of the International Students Association 
and of the Arab Students Association in America. 

The spirit of togetherness we had from our time 

at the AUB dorms becomes very important. 

And when we came back to Kuwait we wanted 

to hold on to this, continue this connection ... 

This isn't just true for Kuwaiti AUB alumni; it's 

true for everyone. That's why there are AUB 

alumni associations across the world ... 

Then he graduated from AUB, with a degree in Political 
Science. "I had planned on entering the government when I finished 
university," Al-Mutawa explains, "but then the summer before I 
was to graduate, my elder brother said to me: 'We have a family 

business, and you will enter it. . .' 
"So I decided to do a summer internship at the company, to 

see what I thought. Our business represented Proctor & Gamble 
in Kuwait, and I worked on that account. And I learned," he says, 
"that the real world and its business was a lot different from what I 
had thought. So I was pulled into it more and more, into the world 
of finance, and after I graduated, I joined the family business.'' 

But it wasn't a hard transition, Al-Mutawa comments, "My edu
cation at AUB had prepared me for this. It was so good and so flexible 
that it trained me to move from one focus, or field , to another." 

Back in Kuwait, Al-Mutawa started gathering with other 
AUB graduates there , and a short time later helped found the AUB 
Kuwaiti Alumni Chapter. "The spirit of togetherness we had from 
our time at the AUB dorms becomes very important," he says. 
"And when we came back to Kuwait, we wanted to hold on to 
this, continue this connection ... This isn't just true for Kuwaiti AUB 
alumni," he adds, "it's true for everyone. That's why there are AUB 
alumni associations across the world ... " 

The group has been active ever since, although its numbers 
decreased during the Lebanese civil war. "And then, of course, all 
activity stopped when Kuwait was invaded," he says. 

The Kuwaiti Alumni Chapter, which Al-Mutawa still heads, 
became active again in 1995. Its members are fewer now, he admits, 
although since September 11 , 2001 they've been on the rise . 

The chapter holds at least two functions every year. "We held 
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our most recent function in January," Al-Mutawa says. "We rented a 
camp in the desert and gathered around 400-500 people." 

In May 2005, they're planning to bring AUB President John 
Waterbury to Kuwait , as well as other speakers. He believes that 
there will be a large crowd of both Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti alumni 
in attendance. 

And, of course, the chapter works on fund-raising endeavors. 
"After our last event, in January, we sent between $40,000-50,000 
to AUB," Al-Mutawa says. "In the past fiscal year we've sent around 
$100,000 ... " 

The Kuwaiti government has, over the years, given $2 million 
to AUB "and we played a large role in that," he adds. 

Married, with two boys and three girls "all of whom have 
returned to Kuwait after graduating" he adds, "except for my 
youngest who is still attending school in Boston," Al Mutawa leads 
a very busy life. "I was an active member of the Kuwaiti Chamber 
of Commerce," he says, "and the former chairman of the Finance 
Economic Committee there, a member of different bank boards, 
other companies, both inside and outside Kuwait"; and he is now 
chairman and CEO of Bay.an Investment Company, a leading 
investment company in Kuwait. 

Al-Mutawa believes that an AUB education is still a highly 
valuable commodity. "What made AUB different from other 
institutions of its time (and what still makes it different) ," he says, 
"was that when other institutions taught their students how to 
memorize information, AUB taught us and encouraged us 
how to think independently" 

"You can't overrate this." 

Many student clubs now meet at West Hall 



Middle East 
Bahrain and Eastern Province 
On February 10, the AUB Alumni Chapter of Bahrain and the 
Alumni Chapter of the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia held a 
joint dinner at the Gulf Hotel in Manama, Bahrain. 

Habib Kassem, president of the Bahrain Chapter 
welcomed the guests and spoke about AUB's role in "the past, 
present, and future" . Dr. Tewfik Zein, president of the Eastern 
Province Chapter, followed with his welcoming remarks in which 
he stressed the importance of supporting the University. AUB 
Provost Peter Heath, the guest speaker, then talked about 
the University's role in providing quality education and health 
services to the region. He also noted that there has been an 
increase in the number of students from the Gulf at AUB. 

More than 500 alumni and friends from Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia enjoyed both a splendid buffet and an engaging 
entertainment program. Among the guests were Abdul Fattah 
Ghali , president of the Riyadh (Saudi Arabia) Alumni Chapter 
and several other alumni who came especially from Riyadh for 
the occasion , as well as lmad Baalbaki and Samir Kadi from the 
AUB Development Office. 

Kuwait 
The Alumni Day Out is a new annual event organized by the 
AUB Alumni Chapter in Kuwait. This year's program brought 
together more than 350 AUB alumni and friends with their 
families. Everyone enjoyed the day in a desert camp equipped 
with all the necessary amenities. Kuwait Chapter President 
Faisal AI-Mutawa, in warmly welcoming the guests, spoke 
about the important role of AUB and about the chapter 's 
future plans. 

Kuwaiti alumni enjoy the chapter's annual "Alumni Day Out." 

Dubai and Northern Emirates 
A new committee was formed to head the Dubai and Northern 
Emirates Alumni Chapter, with Raja Trad as president, Najat 

Alumni Activities 

Zarour as vice-president, Yaser El-Hajj as treasurer, Amer 
Bibi as secretary, and Najwa Abdul Kader, Fida Asfour, Faten 
Dabbousi , Rabih Hamzeh, and Salwa Khoury as members-at
large. 

The new committee lost no time in organizing some 
fun activities. Two functions that drew big crowds of alumni 
and friends were: a Ramadan evening (Khaimet Ramadan) , 
on November 11 , 2004 and the Christmas desert safari on 
December 25, 2004. The more than 250 children of alumni and 
friends who joined their parents on the safari had a great time. 
They sang with Santa, enjoyed the tricks of a magician, and 
danced to music in the middle of the desert. 

Meet the new Dubai and Northern Emirates committee. 

Jordan 
In February, Jordan Branch President Flare Zawati Majali 
visited with AUB President John Waterbury and Vice President 
of Medical Affairs and Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine Nadim Cortas to present two checks to AUB: 
$10,000 for the Edward Said Chair in American Studies and 
$2,000 for the Suhayl Uthman Endoscopy Unit. The gifts 
represented proceeds from the Jordan AUB Alumni Club's gala 
dinner in November 2004 at the Grand Hyatt in Amman. Held 
under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II , the event 
was attended by Prince Talal and Princess Ghida, Minister of 
Health Said Darwazah, and more than 300 AUB alumni and 
friends. 

Syria 
On December 12, 2004, the AUB Alumni Association of Syria 
held its annual event at the Orient Club in Damascus. Dean of 
Student Affairs Maroun Kisirwani and a delegation from AUB 
that included Director of Development lmad Baalbaki, Associate 
Director of Development Walid Katergi, and Public Relations 
Officer Sana Mrad joined the 150 alumni and friends from Syria 
who attended the event. 

During the program, Chapter President Abdul Salam 
Haykal regretfully announced the passing away of Joseph 
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Alumni Activities 

Abdallah, former chapter president. Alumnus Amr Armanazi , 
general director of the Scientific Studies and Research Center in 
Syria, was the guest speaker and spoke about the "importance 
of AUB as a bridge between East and West. " Recent graduate 
Dr. Sarni Moubayed also talked about his AUB experience and 
gave an update on the Syrian Club Scholarship. All proceeds 
from the event will benefit the Syrian Club Scholarship. 

Europe 
Greece 
The Greece Chapter of the AUB Alumni Association held its 
general assembly on November 24, 2004 in Athens and elected 
a new committee. The new officers are Huda Khalidi , president; 
Garbis Keshishian, vice president; Maha Harb, treasurer; and 
Hind Sudki Zeibak, secretary. Dimitri Contominas graciously 
agreed to serve as the honorary chairman. 

The chapter 's first event in 2005 was kicked off on 
January 17, with the traditional Greek "Pita Cutting," which took 
place at the Inter-American, courtesy of Dimitri Contominas. 
Catering was graciously provided by Maurice Tanas of Gigabite. 

On February 1, Chapter President Huda Khalidi visited the 
AUB Development Office in Beirut, where she met with Director 
of Development lmad Baalbaki and Associate Director Samir 
Kadi to discuss the chapter's future plans. 

Switzerland 

Swiss alumni get ready to dance the night away in style at their annual gala dinner 

The Swiss Alumni Branch held its annual gala dinner on 
December 4, 2004, at Horafujit, one of the most popular and 
upscale nightclubs in Geneva. The festive theme was totally 
Middle Eastern. Over 160 alumni and friends attended and met 
with AUB Vice President W. Stephen Jeffrey and Director of 
Development lmad Baalbaki. After a welcome from Swiss Branch 
President Akram Saadeh, dinner was served-and then the 
dancing began! The evening also included a raffle. All proceeds 
from the event will go to the branch's AUB scholarship fund . 

m Ma1nGale Spring 2005 

United Kingdom 
The UK branch has repeatedly proven its allegiance to AUB. 
It did so again in January when Hisham El Solh, chairman 
of the UK branch, visited campus and presented a check 
for $10,000 to AUB Provost Peter Heath for the AUB 
Alumni Association UK (Ltd.) Endowed Scholarship Fund. 
This amount wil l be added to the endowment; the income 
generated will be used to provide financial aid for needy 
and qualified AUB students. Provost Heath expressed the 
University's appreciation for the generous support of the UK 
alumni . 

North America 
Cardiology 

Cardiology Chapter catches up over dinner in New Orleans 

The Cardiology Chapter's annual gathering took place during 
the American Heart Association meeting in New Orleans 
on November 7, 2004. Several AUBites got together in 
the Palace Cafe, at the entrance to the French Quarter, to 
experience the true flavor of New Orleans. They enjoyed 
an evening of marvelous food and great company. The 
gathering built on the success of the 2003 get-togethers at 
the American College of Cardiology meeting in Chicago and 
the American Heart Association meeting in Orlando. Those 
interested in participating in future events for AUB alumni 
cardiologists should get in touch with Dr. Samer Dibs at 
samerdibsmd@yahoo.com or s-dibs@northwestern.edu. 

Central New York 
The AUB Alumni Chapter of Central New York held a Valentine's 
Day dance at the prestigious Cavalier Club in Syracuse, New 
York, on February 12. Love was definitely in the air as some 



100 AUB alumni and their significant others danced to a lively 

mix of Arabic and Western music. 

Chapter President Amin El Hassan and Secretary David 

Shomar, who served as the night's MC, presented a humorous 

PowerPoint collage on the history of Valentine's Day. Anis 

Obeid and David Shomar composed two poems especially for 

the occasion. The evening was a tremendous success, with 

AUB declared as the chapter's Valentine forever. 

Central New York alumni gather on February 12 to celebrate St. Valentine's Day. 

Alumni Activities 

Michigan 
The AUB Michigan Chapter held its first annual bowling and pizza 
party at Langan's Northwest Lanes and Pizza in Farmington Hills 

on February 19. Everyone had a blast at the bowling alley, with 
its great scoring system based on the cartoons and animation 
that kids love. 

Houston 
On January 29, the Greater Houston Chapter held its first din

ner meeting of the year, which was graciously hosted by Dr. 

Salim and Mrs. Caroline Dabaghi at their lovely home. Everyone 
enjoyed the wonderful Lebanese food and the camaraderie. Lina 

Jazi, the chapter president, gave a brief update on the latest 
developments at AUB. The alumni also shared thoughts and 

ideas about the national convention to be held in Houston in 
November 2005. 

Houston alumni gather at the home of Dr. Salim and Caroline Dabaghi. 
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AUB Reflections 

An Interview with 

Dr. Raif Nassif 
Professor Emeritus of Laboratory Medicine Raif 
Nassif muses on photography as his cherished 
hobby; his career as a student, professor, and 

associate dean at AUB; and on students and 
faculty today. MainGate learns more about the 

importance of knowing the history of AUB from 

one of its own. 

When did you first arrive at AUB? 
l sailed into AUB from International College (IC), where l started 

in the 7eme class in the French section. I finished lC in 194 3 and 

then moved straight into AUB. I completed my BA in '46 and my 

MD in 1950. 

Did you experience any difficulties when you were at school 

during the war years? 
Well, I remember queuing for bread. There was no famine, but 

there were shortages. And the quality of the flour was not very 

good. But my life at IC and then as an AUB student was not 

adversely affected by the war. From our classroom we could 

watch the French army shore guns practicing their shelling of a 
moving target at sea. And then I remember the demonstrations for 

independence in 1943. 
After graduation from medical school, l had plans to go 

into surgery. At that time, the director of the clinical laboratory, 

Professor Krikor Krikorian wanted me to come and work with him. 

I was torn between accepting the lab offer and accepting an offer in 

surgery at Francis Delafield Hospital in New York. I finally decided 

to stay here in the clinical laboratories. 

I never regretted my decision. On the contrary, l was happy, 

and I worked like a mule. I did eventually get to the United States. 

We understand that in addition to pathology and hospital 
administration you had a strong interest in photography. Tell 
us about your interest in photography and how it developed . 
Yes, it's my hobby-my main hobby. When l was young, I 
began with a borrowed camera when l was at lC, and then at 

the University. I didn't have a camera of my own until 1950- a 

medical school graduation gift. 
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Photography became a strong avocation. l enjoyed it, 

and I saw I could do nice things. I became interested in the 

fundamentals, acquired a good library, and became self-educated. 

Later I had friends among the professional photographers, and l 

mention particularly the late Manoug. We went a couple of times 

on photographic expeditions together. 

What was your involvement with the Moore Collection? 
When World War lI broke out in 1939 most of the Americans 

returned to the US. Some of the members of the Dorman and Moore 
families left some crates in the attic of the Dorman house, including 

some glass plate negatives belonging to Dr. Franklin Moore (AUB 

1891-94, 1897-1915), an amateur photographer. ln the 1950s, Dr. 

Stanley Kerr, professor of biochemistry-Malcolm Kerr's father

received a request from the Moore family to look in the attic for 

certain boxes. When Dr. Kerr investigated, he told the family he had 

also found a box of glass plate negatives, and asked what he should 
do with them. The owners told him to dispose of them, since the 

prints were in their possession. 

Fortunately, Dr. Kerr did not dispose of the plates, but put 

them in the attic of Van Dyck Hall. One day, Dr. Usama Khalidi of 

the Department of Biochemistry came across the boxes and, upon 

the advice of Dr. Kerr, sent them to the office of Dr. Fuad Sarru[, 

who later sent them to the Department of Photography for disposal. 
One day when l was in the departmem, the technician asked 

me what he should do with the boxes of plates, and when I saw 

the dirty negatives, my immediate reaction was to throw them 

away. But when I picked one up and looked at it closely, l changed 

my mind. We cleaned and retouched the plates and made one set 

of prints, which I presented to Dr. Uoseph] McDonald, dean at the 

time. [See The Moore Collection, AUB Photographs, 1892-1902, 

Portfolio of Campus and Portfolio of Medical School Photographs, 
produced by the AUB Art Center in 2002.] 

Were you involved in the move from the old red tile-roofed 
hospital buildings on Bliss Street to the current facility? 
I was secretary of the Planning Committee for the Medical Center 

from the inception of the idea for the new building. One day 
during a meeting in Dean McDonald's office, which included Mr. 

John Case, chair of the Board of Trustees, Ken Widener, dean 



of the Faculty of Engineering, presented a master plan which 

involved tearing down the first medical school building in the 

Arab world in order to widen the road leading from the Medical 

Gate. This building now houses the Olayan School of Business. 

How did you manage to save it if the others wanted to tear it 

down? 
I asked the chairman, "I would like LO know sir, if this building were 

on a US campus, would it be torn down to widen a road7" During 

the discussion, Dean McDonald supported my view. Then Mr. Case 

said , "You are a sentimentalist." I replied, "Yes, si r, I am, particularly 

in a matter like this." And that's how we saved the building. 

What is the biggest change you have noticed since you first 

joined AUB? 

For me the most significant change is not the look of the 

campus, not the old buildings. It's the human blocks, the human 

construction blocks. Each person, each student. The attitude of all 

students, both medical and others, has changed. 

The change of attitude is a question of loyalty, an 

appreciation of what the students are dealing with- or the lack 

AUB Reflections 

of appreciation. As far as loyalty is concerned, this can be seen 

on campus. The students, and most of the faculty don't know the 

history of AUB. Why should I be the one to answer questions when 

everybody should be able to? This may be a function of our age, 

but we're not doing anything to stop it, or at least to alleviate it. 

When IC and AUB were one, the students were much closer. For 

me IC is a heritage. The biggest change is in the relationship of 

students to AUB, to education, and to their responsibility. 

What do you think your students remember most from your 

classes at AUB? 
I don't know, I don't know. Recently, when I was in the hospital , 

one of the doctors, a former student, said that he had learned 

most from example, but I don't remember what the example was. 

But it's attitude and patience-how you handle your staff. 

"It has to do with organization. He was firm , but kind ," Mrs. 

Nassif added. 

Are you still in touch with your students? 

Oh, yes . I meet with them here at home, in the coffee shop, in 

their homes. Some of them became my boss. This is something 

I like very much in academic life. I was the dean, and the first 

Lebanese to hold that post. And I was in charge of a faculty that 

included all my teachers. And my relations with my teachers were 

tops . When I stepped down as dean, Raja Khuri was appointed. 

Raja had been my student. And all the deans who came after 

Raja-all were my former students. I find that very stimulating. 

Since your retirement in 1996, what have you been working 

on? Have you kept up with your photography? 

Not as much as before. For more than thirty years I worked with 

Erica Dodd on her research on Lebanese frescoes . [Erica Dodd's 

comprehensive study, Medieval Painting in the Lebanon, with 

photographs by Dr. Nassif, was published in Wiesbaden in 2004 

by Reichert Verlag.] I'm working now on a group of pictures of 

churches, in the monastery at the University of Balamand with Dr. 

Suad Slim. 

I have also continued my work with social security I was 

the AUB representative and chairman of the Medical Advisory 

Committee of the National Social Security Fund (NSSF) from 1970 

until 2004. Also since my retirement, I have consulted with the 

Ministry of Health. And I wrote a brief history of the Pathology 

Department-small things. [Dr. Nassif'.s history, which appeared in 

2004, can be viewed on the AUB website.] 

Finally, can you tell us what impact AUB has had on your life? 

That is a very difficult question to answer, but I will try. 

AUB is my life. I belong to AUB just as AUB belongs 

to me. And that is why I deplore the materialistic 

attitudes and practices of today 
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Class Notes J 

1950s 
Riad J. Salameh (BA '56, 

MA '58) was elected vice 

president of Caritas Lebanon 

in January by the Council 

of Catholic Patriarchs and 

Bishops in Lebanon. Salameh 

was previously chairman, 

vice chairman, and general 

manager of several banks in 
Lebanon and was a senior 

officer of Citibank and Credit 

Lyonnais. Caritas is an 

international philanthropic 

organization of the Catholic 

Church operating in 200 

countries worldwide. 

1960s 
Leila Fawaz (BA '67, MA 

'68), professor of Lebanese 

and Eastern Mediterranean 

Studies and founding director 

of the lssam Fares Center for 

Eastern Mediterranean Studies 
at Tufts University (FCEMS) 

has accepted an invitation to 

join the Comite Scientifique 

de la Maison Mediterraneenne 
des Sciences de l'Homme in 

France. Fawaz recently also 

joined the editorial board of 

the American Historical Review 

and the Advisory Board of the 
Council for the International 

Exchange of Scholars. She 

continues to serve as editor 

of a book series at The 

Columbia University Press, 

to chair a visiting committee 

appointed by the Harvard 

University Governing Board , 

and to be a member of the 

academic council of the 

Center for Muslim-Christian 

Understanding at Georgetown 
University. This past April , 

she presented a paper at an 

international conference held 

at the University of Cairo on 
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Egypt during the Mamluk and 
Ottoman periods. In June, 

she will participate in a week

long "Semaine Internationale 

d'Etudes sur le Mayen-Orient 

Arabe des lndependances a 
Aujourd 'hui," organized by 

several institutions, including 

FCEMS. 

1970s 
Mohammad H. Faysal (MD '75) 

has been promoted to clinical 

professor of urological surgery 

at the University of California

Irvine School of Medicine. 

Faysal is a regional pediatric 

urologist for the Southern 

California Permanente Medical 

Group. 

Mohamad S. Jaafar (BS '7 4, 
MD '78) was the recipient 

of the 2005 Sauber Family 

Award for Medical Excellence. 

The award was presented 

in Washington, DC, during 

a special dinner held on 

February 5 that was attended 

by the ambassador of Lebanon 

to the United States, Mr. Farid 

Abboud , and by officials of the 

Children 's National Medical 

Center, as well as by Jaafar's 

wife Siwar (BSN '77) and his 

AUB: All in the Family 

daughters. Dr. Jaafar is chief 

of ophthalmology at Children's 

National Medical Center and 

professor of ophthalmology 

and pediatrics at George 

Washington University, 

Washington, DC. 

Jacob Manushakian (BS '79, 

MD '83) was featured in The 

Evening Herald of Plymouth, 

UK on its October 25, 2004 

as an inventor of surgical 

tools. The article highlighted 

his patented "bi-polar scissors" 

that reduce operating time and 

make life easier for surgeons. 

The invention is a combination 

tool that works both as a 

pair of scissors and as a 

coagulation device to stop the 
bleeding as the surgeon cuts 

through vessels and arteries. 

The "Manushakian Scissors," 

which were approved by the 
Medical Devices Agency, are 

already being used in the 

United States and Europe 

and were formally introduced 

in the UK this year. They 

can be used in all types of 

surgery, from plastic surgery 

to general surgery, as well 

as in cardiothoracic surgery, 
urology, and gynecology. Dr. 

Manushakian invented the 

scissors while working at 
Derriford Hospital in Plymouth, 

UK, as a consultant plastic and 

reconstructive surgeon. 

1980s 
Nicolas E. Chammas (BE '85), 

who went on to earn degrees 

from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT) 

(MS '87) and the Harvard 

Business School (MBA 

'89), received the Harold E. 

Lobdell Distinguished Service 

Award from the MIT Alumni 

Association. In the ceremonial 

bestowal of the award, it was 

noted that "Nicolas has been 

an ambassador for MIT in 

the Arab region for the past 

18 years. After completing 
his graduate work in 1986, 

he returned to then war-torn 

Lebanon and founded the 

MIT Club of Lebanon, the first 

Arab MIT alumni club. Under 

his superb leadership, the 

club has grown into a model 

organization in Lebanon and 

neighboring Arab countries." 

Ghaleb Daouk (MD '84) 

was profiled in the winter 

2004-05 Syracuse University 

Narsi Ghorban (BS '69) wrote to MainGate to tell us about his family-all AUBites hailing 

from Iran-and the paths their lives took following graduation. Grandfather Zabih Ghorban 

(MD '31), who became 103 in April 2005 and may be one of the oldest living AUB alumni , 

is credited with building Shiraz University, of which he was chancellor and dean of the 

medical school for many years. Narsi's brother Kambiz Ghorban (BS Agriculture '61) 

went on to become dean and vice chancellor of Shiraz University. Narsi, after graduating 
from AUB, received a PhD in energy economics from the University of London and is 

currently working in Iran. He notes that he visited AUB a few years ago after 26 years away 

from campus and met with President John Waterbury, who told Narsi he was eager see 

Iranian students back at AUB. Nasri hopes his son will enter AUB in 2009 and become 
one of the third generation of Ghorbans to attend. 



Magazine. The article talked 

about the important role that 

classical music and the arts 

have played in his life since he 

graduated in 1979. Last June, 

after four years studying the 

flute, he gave his first recital. 

The profile also discussed 

his extensive work as clinical 

director of the Pediatric 

Nephrology Division of Harvard 

University's Massachusetts 

General Hospital and the 

biotechnology company he 

started with his wife Rima 

Kaddurah-Daouk (BS '78; MS 

'80; PhD '83). 

Riad Homsi (BS '82, MD 

'86) recently received the 

Physician Champion Award for 

outstanding achievement at 

the Baptist Memorial Hospital 

in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Additionally, US Congressman 

J. Roy Rowland, on behalf 

of the National Physicians 

Ambassadors Program, has 

nominated Homsi to act 

as an ambassador for the 

program. Homsi writes that 

he also has established an 

obstetrics/gynecology practice 

in Memphis (www.homsiobgyn. 

yourmd.com). 

Amer Kechli (BS '87, MD 

'91) has joined Temple 

University Children's Medical 

Center as a pediatrician and 

Temple University School 

of Medicine as associate 

professor of pediatrics. 

Kechli was living in Memphis, 

Tennessee where he was a 

pediatrician at LeBonheur 

Children's Medical Center 

and at Crittenden Memorial 

Hospital in West Memphis, 

Arkansas . He completed 

his pediatric residency at 

the University of Tennessee 

Health Sciences Center and a 

pediatric hematology/oncology 

fellowship at St. Jude 

Children's Research Center. 

Raja Mudad (MD '89) was one 

of twelve physicians to receive 

a 2004 Annual Spirit Award 

from the American Cancer 

Society. Mudad is a physician 

at the Tulane Cancer Center 

in New Orleans, where he 

is an associate professor of 

medicine and the associate 

chief of the Hematology 

Division and Medical Oncology. 

He is also the director of 

Hematology/Oncology at 

the Veterans Administration 

Medical Center. 

Nabil Saad (BS '89, BS '94) 

and Reem Yunis tied the 

knot on August 8, 2003 in 

Tiburon, California. Reem is 

a postdoctoral research fellow 

at the University of California

Davis in the Department of 

Animal Physiology. Nabil, 

who received his PhD in 

analytical toxicology from 

Cornell University in 2002, is 

a scientific instrumentation 

design engineer at Stanford 

Research Systems in 

Sunnyvale, California. The 

couple currently resides in 

Menlo Park, California. 

1990s 
Ahmad Samih AI-Dheiby (BS 

'98) writes that he received a 

master's in organic chemistry 

from the Rochester Institute 

of Technology and is currently 

pursing a PhD at Wayne 

State University in Michigan. 

He is researching the total 

synthesis for kianic acids, 

which are natural products that 

have strong neurotransmitter 

activities. 

Chadi Chazbek (BE '96, ME 

'00) and Rema Alfaqih were 

married on July 30, 2004, 

in Walnut Creek, California. 

Rema has a bachelor 's degree 

in sociology from UCLA. 

Chadi has been working as 

senior project engineer at 

URS Corporation in San Jose, 

and recently obtained his 

PE license in California. The 

Transportation Research Board 

has selected his graduate 

Class Notes 

research paper for publication. 

Ahmad Himmo (BBA '98) 

and his wife Tala just became 

the parents of a baby boy, 

Mohammad. The family 

recently moved to San Jose, 

California, where Ahmad works 

for PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

Raneem Obeid (BS '97) 

received her PhD in 

pharmaceutical science 

from Northeastern University 

in Boston in 2004. Her 

dissertation topic was "The 

Effect of Fatty Acid Ethyl 

Esters on Markers of Platelet 

Activation and Stimulation by 

Epinephrine. " Obeid is married 

to Ali AI-Shankiti. 

2000s 
Lara Dandachi (BS Nutrition 

'01) has become engaged to 

Manal Horani. Mabrouk! 

Help us trace the future! AUB alumni and friends are 

invited to enjoy AUB pictures and music by visiting the 

following link on the AUB website: 

http://www.aub.edu.lb/-webdevpt/flash/ flash .html 

HEip Us TRACE 
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In Memoriam 

Barbara Denning Finberg (MA '51) the philanthropist and 
nonprofit leader credited with focusing the nation 's attention 

on the need for an early childhood education policy, died on 

March 5, 2005 at home in Manhattan. The cause of death 
was respiratory failure following a long struggle with breast 

cancer. 

Finberg spent 38 years at the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York, after being hired as an editorial associate 
from the Institute of International Education, where she had 

administered the American Fulbright program for Germany. 
Her work during her years at Carnegie spotlighted the 

need for research about how babies and toddlers learn and 
revealed the absence of a national policy concerning the 

early years of children's development. Her work led directly 

to the creation and launching of the US Public Broadcasting 
Service (PBS) television show Sesame Street, which was 

funded by the corporation. 

While at Carnegie, Finberg , both a program officer and 
corporate officer, shaped the early childhood education field 

and made many grants that advanced research and practice 
in the nascent field. She was concerned about the dearth of 
good television available for children and , after some initial 

meetings with Joan Ganz Cooney, the Children's Television 
Workshop (CTW) was born. 

At her retirement from Carnegie in 1996, Finberg was 
executive vice president overseeing the administrative and 

programmatic work of the foundation. She then became 
a partner with Margaret Mahoney in MEM Associates, a 

consultancy for philanthropy and nonprofit projects. 

As a leader in advancing the nonprofit mission , Finberg 
served as a board member and chair of Independent 

Sector, an institution that focuses on both the nonprofit 
and philanthropic sectors. She was active on the boards 

of Stanford University, Human Rights Watch, the New 
York Foundation, the Association of American Law 
Schools, the Investor Responsibility Research Center, Inc., 

the Consortium for the Advancement of Private Higher 

Education, the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp Fund, the Bard 
Musical Festival , and the Society for Research in Child 

Development. 

Born in Colorado in 1929, Finberg pursued a degree in 
international relations at Stanford University. She received 
a master's in political science and Near Eastern studies 
from AUB. Her first jobs were in the State Department. 

She married Alan Finberg in 1953 and the couple lived in 
Manhattan until Alan 's death in 1995. 
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Sa'd Muashir (MD '51) died on December 2, 2004 in 
Amman, Jordan at the age of 77. A renowned general 

surgeon , who worked first at the UNRWA hospital in Salt 
from 1957-1961, he established the Muashir Memorial 

Hospital in Amman, where he practiced from 1961 until his 

semi-retirement 25 years later. He died after a long fight with 
lung cancer. 

Born on Good Friday, April 29, 1927, in the city of 

Salt, 25 kilometers west of Amman , Muashir became 
an orphan when he was barely two months old. Raised 
by his elder brother Saleh , Muashir excelled during his 

schooling at the Salt Government College and was always 
at the top of his class. He attended AUB in 1944 as a 

sophomore with the intention of studying engineering , but 

later shifted to medicine, joining classmates Zuheir Malhas 
and Jamal Sha'er. 

After graduation, Muashir received his surgical training 

at the Northwestern Medical Center in Chicago. He passed 
his American Board of Surgery exam in 1957, and may have 

been among the first foreigners to sit for the examination. 

Richard Hendrickson Scott (former faculty, 1947-84) of 

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania passed away on March 17, 2005 
in Gettysburg Hospital, following a long illness. Scott, a 

professor of philosophy at AUB for 37 years, retired to 
Gettysburg after his long association with the University. 

In Gettysburg, he became active in the city's community, 
interfaith , and academic affairs, and together with his 

wife, Elizabeth Burroughs Scott, was awarded the 2001 

Peacemaker Award by the Gettysburg Interfaith Center for 
Peace and Justice. 

Scott is survived by his wife; his children, Susan Scott 
Welsh, of Leesburg, Virginia, and Michael Kent Scott of 
Baltimore, Maryland; and his grandchildren , Jacob Welsh , 

Yusra Scott, and Janan Scott. 



Treatrllg With ·· care 
For the last three years, volunteers from the American University of Beirut (AUB) have joined 

with others to provide free medical services to those in need. Every Saturday at the Volunteer 

01:1treach Clinic•in Shatila refugee camp, these dedicated men and women are treating 

patients from all communities who have come to rely on the clinic for their health care needs. 

Doctors and residents donate their time, physicians and major drug companies provide 

medications for free, and lab tests are available at cost. Others provide the administrative and 

support services without which the clinic could not function. These volunteers are ensuring 

that at least some of those in our community who do not have access to-or cannot 

· afford-the medical care they need are receiving the attention they deserve. 

The American University of Beirut-a good neighbor. 

AUB American 
University 
of Beirut 

That they may have life 
and have it more abundantly 




