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Celebrating our 140th Anniversary: 

From the Archives: 

STRIKE! AUB Students Make History 

The Italian Attack on Beirut. Pan 2/4 

Activism and the Y Generation 

Journeys Past and Present 

Exploring Tripoli 
AUB'.s Department of Architecture and Design has long had a special interest in the city of Tripoli . 
See why this unique and historic city has captured people's imaginations for more than 800 years. 

Exhibiting the Past: Priceless 
Museum Director Leila Badre is thrilled that the AUB Archaeological Museum has gotten its first 
major renovation in 138 years. One of the oldest museums in the region has a new home for 
thousands of years of history. 

Uncovering the History of Lebanon 

30 

34 

36 

Because Tell el-Burak lies on state property, the archaeological site has been saved from destruction 
by ei ther new construction or major looting. AUB graduate student Ole Cannon (MA '06) 
introduces us to the site and scientific advances in archaeology. Main Gate also checks in at another 
AUB dig, Tell Kazel. 

Nature In the Design 
Since its founding, the AUB campus has been a botanical treasure nurturing specimens that were 
collected across the entire region. For more than 100 years, it has provided singular opportunities 
for AUB students and researchers. Today, new programs and new approaches in landscape design 
and eco-management are influencing the changing face of campus. 

The Finer Things In Life 
AUB has recently established the Fine Arts and Art History Department in the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences. The arts at AUB have a long history, but the new department isn't afraid to move in new 
directions. 

A Journey from Geology to Iconography 
Beirut-based artist Lena Kelekian (BS '81) employs traditional Byzantine methods and natural 
pigments to create her icons. MainGate visits her studio and learns about her journey. 
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From the Editors 

II 

News reports this winter of French students taking to the streets to protest new employment 
laws bring to mind the long tradition of student protests at AUB. It reminds us that students
a country 's educated youth-are often catalysts for change. Although activism may not seem 
to play such a key role for today's younger generations, it can still be seen as a rite of passage 
for students in their life journeys. And that rite is alive and well at AUB. 

It seemed fitting, therefore, that the historical section of this spring issue be dedicated 
to the history of activism at AUB. We feature stories about the sit-in of 1971 and the student 
takeover of College Hall, which is still very much alive in many people's memories, as well as 
the 1954 protest against the Baghdad Pact, and the demonstrations that erupted in 1967 to 
protest the 194 7 UN partition of Palestine. We also take a look at the role that activism plays 
in the lives of today's AUB students. 

In Journeys Past and Present, we wanted to look not only at how AUB has developed 
over the years, but also talk to our alumni and learn about how their own journeys have 
evolved. Lena Kelekian (BS '81) opened her studio to us and described how, as a first-year 
student, she wanted to be a mineralogist. Today, as an artist and iconographer-who has a 
strong background in science-she is bringing new vibrancy to Byzantine techniques. Nina 
Jidejian (BA '61, MA '65) is a historian, archaeologist, and author whose life is defined by an 
insatiable thirst for knowledge. Lokman Meho (BA '91 , MA '96) simply wanted to share his 
own very personal story of how AUB had changed his life. 

You may be surprised to learn that much of the change that has taken place on 
campus is not the result of bulldozers and new buildings. In "Nature in the Design", we 
discover that AUB has undergone quite a transformation since it was purchased by Daniel 
Bliss-and that evolution continues with a 21st-century approach to landscaping and eco
management. AUB, which has a long tradition of involvement in the arts, hasn't had an 
art department in nearly 30 years-so we welcomed the opportunity to write about the 
new Department of Fine Arts and Art History in "The Finer Things in Life". Not only is AUB 
examining Lebanon's past through its archaeological sites (read about Tell el-Burak and 
Tell Kazel in "Uncovering the History of Lebanon"), it is also preserving the past for future 
generations in a newly renovated museum. 

We ourselves are constantly learning about AUB, its alumni , Beirut, and Lebanon, and it 
is a pleasure to keep our readers updated as well. We hope that you enjoy the magazine. We 
welcome your ideas and feedback. 

Ada H. Porter and Ibrahim Khoury 
Coeditors, MainGate 



On "Work Is Love Made Visible" 
(MainGate, Fall 2005, Vol. IV, No. 1) 
Dear Editors: 
Your article on AUB alumnus Mr. Georges Ghanem has 
led me to write about other families that have attended 
AUB. When my brother Johnny (BA '70) and I came to AUB 
in 1965, we joined our brothers Yacoub (BS Pharmacy 
'64), Victor (BA '64), Mary (BA '65), and Jane (BS '68, MS 
'71) . Later on our younger brother and sister Nabil (BA '73) 
and Nabila (BA '74) also joined AUB . The amazed president 
of AUB commended our parents for attending the graduation 
reception at Marquand House so many years in a row. 

Our days at AUB fulfilled the dreams of our parents. 
At one point during those years they had more than five 
chi ldren enrolled at the same time, creating overlapping 
friendships that have more than doubled our experience 
and love for AUB. 

Today, I live in Sarasota, Florida where I have been 
in practice for the past 25 years in vascular and general 
surgery. 

lssam D. Soussou (BS '69, MD '73) 
Sarasota, Florida 

May 16, 2006 June 5-16, 2006 

To the Editors 

MainGate, Winter 2006, Vol. IV, No. 2 
Dear Editors: 
I am 91 years old and enjoy reading MainGate whenever it 
appears. I am a graduate of sec '34 and worked as secretary 
to the then AUB treasurer, George B. Stewart for four years 
before moving on to a number of other posts. I retired from 
Mobil Oil in 1976 as credit manager. 

As I was going through the MainGate winter issue, I came 
across the item on Mr. Toufic El Basha on page 56. In it you 
wrote " ... with his friend Anis Freiha, formed the internationally 
renowned Al-Anwar ensemble." I guess you meant to write 
Sa'eed Freiha, who built the news media conglomerate known as 
Dar Assayad. Anis was a prominent professor in the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences at AUB for quite a long time. I hope I'm right!!! 

With my best regards, 
Bishara H. Daoud (SCC '34) 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Joel Beinin of Stanford University 
presents "The New Global 
Economy and the Political 
Economy of Islamic Movements" 

Faculty of Health Science 
(FHS) Training: Advances in 
Development Communication 

June 30-July 2, 2006 
Class Reunion 2006 

July 10-14, 2006 
FHS Summer Training 
Program-Course One: Health 
Program Management May 17-18, 2006 

Faculty of Engineering and 
Architecture 5th Annual 
Student Conference 

May 19, 2006 
Big Football Game 
(tentative date) 

May 21, 2006 
Folk Dance Festival 

May 26-27, 2006 
Kathleen Clever and St. Clare 
Borne present "UnAmerican 
Acts", CVSP(Civilization 
Sequence Program) Forum 
Workshop, co-sponsored 
by the Office of the Provost 

June 12-14, 2006 
GEIS (Civil Engineering 
Infrastructure Systems) 
Conference 

June 19-21, 2006 
Graphic Design Program 10th 
Anniversary 

June 19-23, 2006 
FHS Training: Social Health 
Insurance; Flagship Program 
on Health Sector Reform and 
Sustainable Financing 

June 24, 2006 
Commencement and Honorary 
Degree Ceremony 

June 28-Aug. 11, 2006 
GAMES Summer Arabic 
Language Program 

July 16-17, 2006 
Faculty of Health Sciences class 
reunions for '79, '84, '89, and 
'94 

July 17-20, 2006 
FHS Summer Training 
Program-Course Two: 
Evidence-Based Public Health 

July 19-23, 2006 
Regional Short Course: 
Introduction to Epidemiology 
and Interpretation of Health Data, 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
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AUB News 

II MainGate Spring 2006 

On February 28, 2006, President Waterbury addressed the AUB community in an open forum with 

a talk entitled "Future States of the University". He discussed the questions that the University is 

asking itself as part of the strategic planning process, and the many possibilities for AUB's future. 

The full text and a forum for comments may be accessed at www.aub.edu. 

Future States of the University Excerpts 

Our strategic planning initiative is leading us to consider not only the current state of the University, 

but also possible paths of evolution for AUB. For once our isolation and stagnation during the civil 

war may actually be an advantage. We do not have to go down the same paths as some of our 

peer institutions in the United States. Indeed, we have some very exciting opportunities to design 

innovative strategies. We are only at the beginning of re-establishing research as a central feature 

of academic excellence, so we have an opportunity to define what we mean by good research in 

ways that match our faculty's capacity and our likely resources. We have not become part of the 

US ranking game so we have the opportunity to use our financial aid program to shape a more 

diverse undergraduate student body, socio-economically and by nationality. The decisions that will 

guide AUB's future are very much in our hands. 

I firmly believe that research and teaching complement each other. There is little doubt that a 

dynamic research environment attracts good faculty. Faculty quality, in turn, is a magnet that leads 

to student quality. Once faculty quality is established then we have a virtuous circle, a dynamic of 

good faculty attracting good students, in turn attracting good faculty. 

To attract top-notch faculty, we need to re-think the research enterprise at AUB. We must 

find a balance in supporting research and ensuring quality teaching. We will not have the kind of 

funding that has sustained the research machine in the United States, nor can we set the same 

productivity schedules as are set at US research universities. I believe in promotion clocks and in 

productivity. The question for me is how much and how fast? 

In bringing the two stools of teaching and research together, I make perhaps my most 

radical suggestion; we could weight research and teaching excellence equally. Deficiency in either 

domain would be fatal. My main concern is that AUB walk on both legs, and without a limp. I think 

that less may be more: we should do less research but better quality research . We should do less 

teaching but better quality teaching. In that way our students will receive a better education, we 

may become a regional research powerhouse, and our faculty may be able to juggle the nearly 

impossible set of demands currently placed upon them. 

We need to keep focused on the quality of undergraduate education, because it is the 

major source of our income and it is at the core of our mission. We need to find a path to better 

undergraduate education, while making our graduate education sufficiently attractive to bring the 

best faculty here. We must provide the incentives, time, and support to our faculty to assure that 

we honor our mission. 

Higher education in the 20th century, and certainly in the present century, is the greatest 

engine for upward social mobility available to any society. Intellectual capital is the coin of the 

realm, and I think AUB must play a role in seeing that it is more evenly distributed. We must make 

a positive effort to seek out disadvantaged students from in and outside Lebanon and provide 

them the financial support they need to come here. 

How we move forward must be a collective decision reached through study and debate. It 

is a process that involves the entire community. 



Conferences and Symposia 

CAMS Holds 
Conference 
on Advanced 
Computing 
The Center for Advanced 

Mathematical Sciences (CAMS) held 

its first "International Meeting on Grid 

and Parallel Computing" in January 

with the St. Joseph, Balamand, 

and the Lebanese Universities. The 

event, which was sponsored by the 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

included workshops for graduate 

students and faculty new to parallel 

computing, and a conference 

that included talks on the latest 

developments in the field. 

CASAR hosts 
International 
Conference 
More than 125 participants 

from 12 countries attended an 

international conference in West Hall 

on December 19-20. The event, 

which was the first international 

conference organized by the Prince 

Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz 

Al Saud Center for American 

Studies and Research (CASAR), 

was entitled "America in the Middle 

EasVThe Middle East in America." 

Participants touched on a wide 

range of topics during the lively 

two-day event: perspectives of the 

Middle East in the United States, 

challenges of teaching the Middle 

East in the United States and vice 

versa, current US policy toward 

the Middle East, American religious 

influence in the Arab world, women 

in media and film representations 

of the Arab world in the United 

States, Arab and American writings, 

America in North Africa, terrorism, 

and East-West dialogue through 

missionaries and colonialism. 

Annoucernents and Events AUB News 

( CCCL Observes World Cancer Day 

The Saint Jude Children's Cancer Center 

of Lebanon (CCCL) at the AUB Medical 

Center commemorated World Cancer 

Day on February 3 by holding a ceremony 

("My Child and Cancer") and distributing 

prizes for the best drawings to CCCL 

patients. 

Mona Hraoui, wife of the former 

Lebanese president, Minister of Health 

Mohamad Khalifeh, and Jawad Mahjour, 

representative of the World Health 

Organization, attended the event. 

President of the CCCL Board Salim 

Zeinni, VP for Medical Affairs and Raja 

N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 

Dr. Nadim Cortas, CCCL Director Dr. 

Miguel Abboud, member of the Lebanese 

Association in the Fight Against Cancer 

Dr. Michel Daher, mother of a CCCL 

patient Shohig Vardian, Dr. Jawad 

Mahjour, and Dr. Mario Aoun all spoke at 

the event. 

AUB Students Honor Syrian Filmmaker 
Mustapha Al Akkad 
The AUB Syrian Cultural Club organized 

an event to honor internationally renowned 

Syrian filmmaker Mustapha Al Akkad and 

his daughter Rima who were killed in the 

November 9 bomb attack in Amman, 

Jordan. Syrian actor and former UNICEF 

ambassador for Childhood in the Middle 

East and North Africa Duraid Lahham 

spoke on December 21 at the inauguration 

of a three-day exhibition in West Hall on 

the life and work of Mustapha Al Akkad. 
Duraid Lahham at the exhibition inauguration 

First EMBA Class Graduates 
AUB graduated the first class from the 

Suliman S. Olayan School of Business 

Executive MBA program on February 6. 

The nineteen students who received their 

diplomas are the first to graduate from the 

program, which was established in 2004. 

A number of AUB trustees, faculty, and 

friends, including Minister of External Affairs 

Fawzi Salloukh, attended the ceremony, 

which featured a keynote address by 

Trustee Ibrahim Dabdoub, chief executive 

officer of the National Bank of Kuwait. 
First EMBA graduating class 
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AUB News Annoucements and Events 

CAMS Celebrates 10th Anniversary and Announces 
Atiyah Chair in Mathematics 
To celebrate its 10th anniversary, the presentations by Columbia University 

Center for Advanced Mathematical Professor George Saliba, University of 

Sciences (CAMS) organized a series of Amsterdam Professor Robbert Dijkgraaf, 

lectures and announced the Sir Michael and Dr. Semir Zeki, professor of neurobi-

Atiyah Chair in Mathematics. Held on ology at University College, University of 

February 20 and moderated by Sir London. Sir Michael gave a lecture on 

Michael, chair of the CAMS Advisory February 21 on mathematics and soci-

Committee, the "X Lectures" included ety in the twenty-first century in which 

Coca-Cola Chair in Marketing Established at AUB 

The Coca-Cola Foundation has made a 

$2-million gift to establish the Coca-Cola 

Chair in Marketing at AUB's Suliman S. 

Olayan School of Business. Following 

the announcement, about 150 people 

attended a seminar on corporate social 

Volunteer Outreach 
Clinic (VOC) Moves to 
Larger Space 

The VOC, which was founded by a 

group of both medical and non-medical 

AUB students in October 2001 to 

provide medical care to people living in 

underserved areas, has recently moved 

from the Palestinian Red Crescent 

Center to the Norwegian People's Aid 

responsibility organized by AUB and 

Coca-Cola. During the seminar the 

two parties announced an essay writing 

competition entitled "Make Every Word 

Count." AUB students wishing to 

compete were asked to write an essay 

Center. Although the clinic wil l remain 

in the Palestinian Shatila Camp, the new 

location , donated by the Norwegian 

People's Aid , is larger. The inauguration 

ceremonies for the new site included 

informative presentations on VOC's 

history, the medical care that voe 
provides, and the challenges it faces , 

including a lack of funds, volunteers, 

and resources. 

"Memories" Screened Twice due 
to Popular Demand 
"Memories of Ras Beirut : Wish You 

Were Here" by Mahmoud Hojeij is 

a documentary that includes oral 

and eyewitness accounts of the 

demographic and cu ltural changes 

that took place in Ras Beirut in the 

II Ma inG a t e Spr i ng 20 0 6 

20th century. The film , which was 

funded by the European Union and 

AUB's Center for Behavioral Research, 

features appearances by a number of 

AUB faculty and staff, including Nabeel 

Ashkar, Saadeddine Dabbous, Leila 

he argued that 

mathematical rela-

tions have been 

instrumental in the 

evolution of physics, 

topology, and archi-

tecture, and hence 

modern technology. 
Sir Michael Aliyah 

that addresses the following question: 

"In what way can Coca-Cola, through 

the use of cause-related marketing and/ 

or community partnerships, utilize the 

power of its brand to demonstrate its 

commitment to the Lebanese society?" 

Left to right: voe member Zeina Abdallah, 
Mrs. Sawsan Maktabi, and Dr. Nuha Salti 
cutting the ribbon at the new site 

Shaheen Da Cruz, Samir Khalaf, Samir 

Makdisi, Kamal Rbeiz, Philip Safar, 

Kamal Salibi, Leila Shahid, Munir 

Shamma'a, Victor Shibli, and Ibrahim 

Takkoush. 



Conferences and Symposia 

Globalization and 
Implications for 
Citizenship 
The relationship between 

citizenship, urban communities, 

and globalization were discussed 

in a conference entitled "Cities 

and Globalization: Challenges to 

Civilization" at AUB December 9-

11 . The conference was organized 

by the Heinrich Boll Foundation, the 

AUB Graduate Program in Urban 

Planning and Design, and the lnstitut 

Frangais du Proche-Orient. 

·eiodiversity as 
Food' Workshop 
Looks at Wild Edible 
Plants 

The Faculty of Agricultural and 

Food Sciences in collaboration with 

the Department of Nutrition and 

Food Science, the Environmental 

Sustainability and Development 

Unit (ESDU), and the Initiative 

for Biodiversity Studies in Arid 

Regions (IBSAR) organized a 

three-day workshop in February on 

"Biodiversity as Food ." During the 

workshop, which was sponsored 

by the International Development 

Research Centre (IDRC), participants 

looked at wild edible plants and 

whether they could offer a solution 

for the world food crisis. 

Development News AUB News 

( Piano Master Class by Waleed Howrani 
Waleed Howrani, IC graduate and 

longtime friend of AUB, gave a piano 

master class for AUB students on 

March 6 in Assembly Hall. Now living 

in the United States, Howrani is an 

internationally known musician and has 

composed many pieces, primarily for 

-----------
the piano, that have been performed 

in Europe, the Middle East, and North 

America. He has also composed a 

set of variations on AUB's alma mater. 

Students participating in the master 

class examined pieces by Beethoven, 

Chopin, Ravel, and Albeniz. 

PepsiCo Honors Scholarship Recipients 

On February 8, PepsiCo hosted a 

dinner for the recipients of the PepsiCo 

scholarships that it has awarded 

yearly to AUB students since 1995. 

The seven awardees, PepsiCo staff, 

and AUB representatives attended the 

dinner at AUB's Faculty Lounge. VP 

W. Stephen Jeffrey welcomed PepsiCo 

and expressed thanks for its long 

years of collaboration with AUB . Over 

the years, PepsiCo International has 

donated $300,000 to a scholarship 

fund that has benefited 60 AUB 

students. 

Saad Abdul Latif, president of 

PepsiCo International in the Middle 

East, Africa, and Central Asia, spoke 

next of his memories from his time at 

AUB in the 1970s. He mentioned in 

particular the rambunctious Hyde Park 

inspired speeches outside of West 

Hall and proudly said that he owes his 

success at PepsiCo to the outstanding 

education he acquired at AUB. 

The students who received the 

PepsiCo scholarship awards for the 

2005-06 academic year are: Nader al 

Attar, junior, business administration; 

Maya Mansour, senior, business 

administration; Christina el Khoury, 

senior, business administration; Nadine 

el-Kojok, junior, public administration; 

Nasr Madi, junior, computer and 

communications engineering; 

Sandra Hattab, junior, computer and 

communications engineering; and 

Joseph Kharrat, recognized as "best 

athlete", junior, agriculture student. 
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AUB News Annoucements and Events 

( 
Ayadina- F~~ndation Contributes to Financial 
Aid and Brave Heart Funds 
On February 28, Maya Najjar, founder 

of the Ayadina Foundation, presented a 

check to AUB 's Office of Development, 

to be used for financial aid and by the 

sectarian philanthropic foundation that 

helps destitute communities. It is also 

providing assistance for underprivileged 

populations in the Sin El Fil and Nab'aa 

Brave Heart Fund . Najjar is the founding areas in Beirut. 

president of Ayadina Foundation, a non-

l Sulayman Salim Alamuddin Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship 
Hana Sulayman Alamuddine, a 

part-time faculty member at AUB's 

Department of Architecture and 

Design , has founded the Sulayman 

Salim Alamuddin Memorial Endowed 

at Near East Resources until 1984 

and a prolific writer. Among his most 

well known publications are Al Sajjad 

al Sharqi (Oriental Carpets), Islamic 

Tassawuf (Islamic Mysticism or Sufism), 

Scholarship at AUB in memory of her Al Mu'tazila, Tadhakkar ya Marwan 

father, Sulayman Salim Alamuddin (BBA (Remember Marwan), and Al Karamita. 

'44). Alamuddin was general manager 

[ Teaching and Technology 

On December 1, the Academic Computing 

Center (ACC) held the "Third AUB Faculty 

Seminar on Teaching and Learning with 

Technology," during which a number 

of professors shared their experiences 

with other faculty members and the 

administration. Participants included 

Professor Marcus Marktanner, Department 

of Economics; Dr. Ali Taher, Aida Habbal, 

and Dr. Kamal Badr, Department of 

Internal Medicine; Professor Iris Stoval, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 

and Dr. Nidhal Guessoum, American 

University of Sharjah. 

[ Reducing Money Laundering in Lebanon 

Mohammad Baasiri at Nicely Hall 

II MainGate Spring 2006 

In January and 

February, the 

Institute of Financial 

Economics in 

cooperation with 

the Economics 

Department held 

a lecture series 

Left to right: Walid Katerg,. Maya Naiiar, lmad Baalbaki, 
Wadad El-Husseini, and Sadik al Asaad during the check donation 

Sulayman Salim Alamuddin in his personal library 

ACC seminar participants in College Hall 

on "Selected Issues in Banking 

and Finance." Mohammad Baasiri, 

secretary of the Special Investigation 

Committee and the current president of 

the MENA Financial Action Task Force 

at the Banque du Liban, spoke on 

February 7 on money laundering. 



Lectures and Seminars AUB News 

Lale Behzadi Portrays al-Jahiz's 
Literary Use of Silence 
Lale Behzadi from the Institute of Arabic Studies (GAMES) on al-Jahiz's ideas 

Studies at Georg August University in of si lence on December 1 . Behzadi 

Goettingen, Germany, gave a talk at is currently researching theories of 

the Center for Arab and Middle Eastern communication and language in ninth 

ldwar al Kharrat's Autobiography: 
an Authentic Way of Personal Writing 
At the invitation of the Makdisi Program 

in Literature, Andreas Pflitsch, a professor 

of Arabic at Ruhr University in Germany, 

gave a talk about ldwar Al Kharrat's 

autobiography, The City of Saffron, on 

January 25: "ldwar Al Kharrat and the 

Involuntary Autobiography. " 

[ Breast Cancer in Lebanon 

The Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) is also expected to rise because of 

held a second seminar on breast cancer widespread screening programs, better 

on January 4. Participants agreed that public awareness of the early signs of 

despite the increasing number of new cancer, and the increased availability 

breast cancer cases, early detection of hormonal therapy. The seminar was 

and tenth-century Arabic literature, with 

emphasis on the works of 'Amr Bahr al

Jahiz (776-868 AD). 

Zalfa Feghali, Andreas Pflitsch, Maher Jarrar 

attended by AUB faculty members 

Dr. Faysal EI-Kak and Dr. Muhieddine 

Seoud and by Dr. Salim Adib (St. 

Joseph University) and Peggy Hanna 

from the Ministry of Public Health. 

Interrelations between Byzantine and Islamic Art was fascinated by Frances' visual and 

Henri Franses, a specialist in Byzantine 

art history, was invited by the Faculty of 

Arts and Science on January 30 to give 

a talk on 'The Human, the Infinite, and 

the Divine: On the Interrelations between 

Byzantine and Islamic Art." The audience 

[ Funding in the MENA Region 

Professor Jane Harrigan, of the School 

of Oriental and African Studies at the 

University of London , was invited by 

the Department of Economics, the 

Institute of Financial Economics, and 

the Center for Arab Unity Studies to 

[ Propaganda and the Power of the Pope 

On February 22, Professor John N. 

King from Ohio State University lectured 

at AUB on the propagandistic media 

in Tudor England from 1485 to 1603. 

illustrated comparison of the concept 

of infinite divinity in both Islamic and 

Byzantine art. 

lecture on the determinants of IMF and 

World Bank lending in the MENA region 

on January 4. 

Entitled "Religious Controversy and Art 

under the Tudors," the talk dealt with 

the Tudors' use of "image-making 

strategies. " 
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AUB News Lectures and Seminars 

( Reform From Within: Divorce in Egypt 

At the invitation of GAMES and the 

Center for Behavioral Research, 

Professor Diane Singerman from 

American University in Washington, DC 

in Egypt. She touched on a number of 

aspects of this topic, including current 

efforts by the Egyptian scholarly elite to 

reform the personal status laws of Egypt 

gave a talk on December 6 about divorce from within the system. 

[ Lebanon's History Predicts Iraq's Future 

Professor Marcia C. lnhorn, director 

of the Center for Middle Eastern and 

North African Studies at the University 

of Michigan, spoke at GAMES on 

February 21 about the public health 

consequences of the war in Iraq. She 

argued that the experience of post-war 

Lebanon could be used to predict the 

effect that the war in Iraq would have on 

human health and the environment. 

( Lecture on Labor Migration in Morocco 

Natasha lskandar, PhD, Massachusetts "Emigration, Interpretative Engagement , 

Institute of Technology, traveled to AUB and Infrastructure Reform in Rural 

on January 16 at the invitation of AUB's Morocco, 1985-2005," she analyzed 

Graduate Program in Urban Planning what "migrant-sending" countries do 

and Design and the Olayan School to strengthen the relationship between 

of Business. During her talk, entitled migration and development . She 

World Bank Official Calls for Increased Equity 

On January 26, Giovanna Prennushi, issued World Bank Development Report 

an economist with the World Bank's 2006 that included studies on equity, 

Poverty Reduction Group, led a seminar Prennushi asserted that increasing 

jointly organized by AUB's lssam equity improves efficiency and 

Fares Institute for Public Policy and production, thereby improving incomes 

International Affairs and the World Bank. and standards of living. 

Basing her argument on the recently 

President John Waterbury introducing Professor Diane Singerman 

Professors Nadia El Cheikh and Marcia lnhorn 

focused in particular on returning 

Moroccan migrants who developed 

strategies to increase the energy 

production of the Maghreb Souss 

Valley. 

.,..._. ____ ....__...,.......__ 
Left to right: Minister Sarni Haddad, Yussef al-Khalil, 
President John Waterbury, and Giovanna Prennushi 

AUB and Johns Hopkins Address Challenges in Internal Medicine 

AUB's Department of Internal Medicine 

and Johns Hopkins University held 

their first annual "AUB-Johns Hopkins 

Review of Internal Medicine" course 
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at the Gefinor-Rotana Hotel in Beirut 

in early February. The course covered 

a wide range of topics, including the 

problems encountered in ambulatory 

and in-hospital settings, cardiology, 

astroenterology, neurology and 

psychiatry, infectious diseases, and 

endocrinology. 



~-------------------------- ----

( Saudi Enrollment on the Rise at AUB 
Increasing numbers of Gulf students

especially from Saudi Arabia-are 

choosing to come to AUB for their 

undergraduate studies. This is the 

result of the University's recently 

adopted aggressive recruitment 

strategy that included visiting Saudi 

schools and the establishment of 

the University Preparatory Program 

(UPP). UPP is a pre-university program 

that was established in 2002 to help 

high-achieving students improve their 

English proficiency and thus take 

better advantage of their education at 

AUB. Since 2002, there has been a 

200 percent increase in the number 

of Saudi students, primarily from 

schools in Saudi Arabia, bringing 

the total number of Saudi students 

currently studying at AUB to 112. Even 

Lebanon's recent political instability 

did not deter Saudi nationals from 

sending their children to Lebanon, as 

attested by the 51 new Saudi students 

who enrolled at AUB this year. (An 

additional 85 students from other Gulf 

countries also enrolled for the 2005-06 

academic year.) The Saudi Ministry 

of Higher Education recently decided 

to send a group of 20 highly qualified 

students, who were selected according 

to a strict set of criteria, to study 

medicine at AUB. These students will 

take the one-year UPP course 

to improve their English 

language skills to the required 

standards, so that they can 

then join the MD program. 

"Saudi students consider 

that AUB offers a high

quality education," said 

Salim Kanaan, director of 

Admissions and Financial Aid. 

Saudi students in the University 

Preparatory Program ~., ""'°"'-■ 

"But they used to find the admissions 

process difficult for them." Students 

are required to pass the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SA1) and Test of English 

as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) to 

qualify for admission to AUB. With more 

visits and improved communication, the 

Admissions Office helped prospective 

students overcome these and other 

hurdles, working closely with the Saudi 

cultural attache in Lebanon, Ayman 

Moghrabi. "Our interaction with the 

faculty and staff at AUB has been 

very smooth," said Moghrabi. "We are 

provided with all the facilities we need. 

The university faculty and staff take 

care of our students as though they are 

their own children." Moghrabi founded 

the Student Affairs Bureau at the Saudi 

Embassy in Lebanon in 2002 to monitor 

Saudi students' academic progress at all 

Lebanese universities. 

Provost Peter Heath said plans 

for expanded partnerships are on 

the agenda. "The University plans 

to continue-and even expand - its 

intensive recruiting efforts in this region in 

future years," he said, adding: "Attracting 

an academically strong, yet regionally 

and economically diversified student 

body is one of AUB's core strategic 

goals. AUB welcomes this recent 

increase in highly qualified students from 

AUB News 

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf." 

As a result of the increase in the 

number of Saudi students at AUB, 

there is now a Saudi Cultural Club. Led 

by Saudi national Najla AI-Bassam, a 

second-year graphic design student, the 

club emerged out of a need "to welcome 

new Saudi students and make them 

feel comfortable in their new setting, 

and to allow Saudis and non-Saudis to 

discover each others' cultures," said 

AI-Bassam, who is one of the club's 

founders. The club will also serve as a 

forum for cultural exchange. "We wanted 

to show the AUB community what Saudi 

Arabia is about," said AI-Bassam. The 

club attracted 80 members in its first 

semester and includes in addition to 

Saudis a small number of Lebanese, 

Jordanian, American, Kuwaiti, and 

Bahraini students. 

Students often discover in Lebanon 

and at AUB greater cultural diversity than 

they were exposed to back home. This 

is exactly what attracted AI-Bassam to 

AUB. "I had the choice of going to an 

American university in a Gulf country, 

where the culture is similar to Saudi 

Arabia," she said. "But my parents 

encouraged me to come here. They 

wanted me to study at AUB since, it's 

famous for the high quality education it 

offers. I'm hoping to go back and teach 

at one of the universities 

and bring back some of the 

experiences I have had in 

Lebanon, such as practicing 

democracy in student 

elections," she said, adding: 

"Lebanon is totally different

European with an Arabic 

culture. I'm really enjoying 

exploring it." 
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TheAUB 

Summer Program 
for Children of North 
American Alumni 

http.II 

July 3 - August 4, 2006 

Held under the auspices of the AUB 
Alumni Association of North America 
In cooperation with Office of the Vice 
President for Regional External 
Programs 

The AUB Summer Program is an 
educational and cultural program for 
high school students at least 16 
years old or college students who 
have completed at least one 
semester of their education. Courses 
include: Arabic language instruction, 
history, culture and archaeology of 
Lebanon and the Arab world, 
augmented by field trips to sites in 
Lebanon. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for 
students to learn about their heritage 
and get a taste of the AUB student 
experience! 

To find out more about the 2006 
Summer Program specifics, 
application, information 
and inclusive costs, log on to 

Or contact: 

Eva Klimas at klimas@aub.edu 

or 

Ellen Ching at ching@aub.edu 

American University of Beirut 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 583-7600 
Fax: (212) 583-7651 

Limited spots still available 



Trisba and Sula: A Miskitu Folktale from Nicaragua/Una leyenda de los Miskitos de Nicaragua 
(Tiffin Press: 2005) Adapted by Joan MacCracken 

Ki ll only what you need to survive is the moral behind this Nicaraguan folktale, 

adapted into a bilingual children's picture book by Joan MacCracken, who studied 

at AUB in 1965-66. In the story, a young hunter forgets this wise tradition, which 

is intended to keep the environment in balance. Unable-or unwilling-to see the 

error of his ways, he continues his wasteful hunting until the king of the deer rises up 

against him. Educators and parents alike wi ll find that this beautifully illustrated book 

contains invaluable lessons on tribal life and environmental responsibility. 

The illustrations were done by the well-known artist Augusto Silva, and the book 

has received awards from both Criticas magazine as a Best Book of 2005 and in 

Apri l 2006 from Skipping Stones, a multicultural magazine concerned with spreading 

Recently Published 

Trisba & Sula 
lklo~!JeJo,1,tllobrofdt~ 

cultural understanding throughout the world . All book profits go towards improving children 's literacy in Nicaragua. For further 

information, write Joan MacCracken at 110 Jones Point Road, Brooksville, ME 04617 . 

The Last Templar 
(Dutton: 2006) by Raymond Khoury 

Raymond Khoury's (BA '83) adventure novel, The Last Templar, has held steady on the top ten of 

the New York Times bestseller list for much of the beginning of 2006. The plot, which is set in two 

different historical periods, begins in the era of the Crusaders. In 1291, as the city of Acre burns, 

a band of Knights Templar escape on their ship, the Falcon Temple. (The Knights Templar, as we 

learn, are knights of a religious and military order established in Jerusalem in the twelfth century to 

protect pilgrims and the Holy Sepulcher.) The mystery begins when the Falcon Temple, which also 

carries a chest given to the knights by the dying order's Grand Master, vanishes at sea. 

The action quickly moves to present-day New York City, where four men dressed as Knights 

Templar suddenly barge into the gala opening of a Vatican exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum 

and steal a mysterious medieval "decoder." At this point in the story, FBI agent Sean Reil ly and 

archaeologist Tess Chaykin join forces in an attempt to solve the complicated mystery. 

Raymond Khoury is also an internationally known screenwriter, whose spy drama Spooks 

has enjoyed great success as a BBC production. 

Marlene's Dining Table: From East to West [Ma'idat Marlene: Min al-Sharq ila al-Gharb] 
(Arab Scientific Publishers: 2005) by Marlene Mattar 

Marlene Mattar, who has a BA in sociology from AUB ('63), has compiled a cookbook in Arabic 

with that contains 400 international recipes. Of special interest to the novice cook are the 

author's many hints and professional advice, gleaned from long experience, on how to make food 

taste better without sacrificing any of its nutritional qualities. 

Mattar holds a Grand Dipl6me in cooking and pastry from Le Cordon Bleu, Paris (1998), 

and a First Certificate in Food Safety from The Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene 

(1998). She was trained by Chef Poon at L'Ecole Professionelle de Cuisine Chinoise in Montreal 

(2001) and by Italian food chef Nicolas Offredi in Beirut. 
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I embarked on my own tour of Tripoli with these conflicting 
impressions in my mind, hoping to better understand where 
the city's bloom had gone. The first item on my agenda was a 
visit to the most famous modem monument, the Rachid Karami 
Fairgrounds, a vast complex of innovative architecture built in the 
1960s by Brazilian architect Oscar Nieyman. It took nearly fifteen 
minutes to find the entrance to its deserted parking lot, cordoned 
off with yellow caution tape. This was not the bustling, well-lit and 
well populated cultural center the £air's website had presented in 
glossy photo format. This was, to quote an expert, "a dump." 

As I explored the abandoned grounds, I began to see 
something else. There was obvious ingenuity and beauty in the 
buildings and their arrangement among sparse, modem gardens 
with sculptured trees and bushes. Tucked to one side of the park 
stands the Dome Theater, once illuminated nightly with incredible 
light shows. In broad daylight, it reveals itself as nothing more 
than a concrete shell. The interior is just barely visible through 
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the blinding patches of sunlight that stream through the open 
doorways, and yet the theater does indeed put on a show. The 
smallest movement within the dome creates an explosion of echoes 
that bounce around the cavernous interior, arresting you and 
encouraging you to move further into the vast, empty space. 

Upon entering the city proper, the isolation of the fairgrounds 
is completely forgotten in the noise and bustle of busy city streets. 
The activity of modem Tripoli continues into the Old City Though 
filled with incredible testaments to Mamluk, Ottoman, and 
Crusader architecture, there is nothing to indicate that you have 
entered the streets of a past civilization. Remarkably, there are no 
barriers between the modem city and its ancient history. 

This bustling district began life as a smattering of Crusader 
buildings in the twelfth century. The Castle of Saint-Gilles, an 
imposing structure that served as the citadel for the city, still sits 
in its commanding position on the hilltop and many of the sturdy 
churches of this era remain with their typical vaulted ceilings and 



arches. More impressive even than these buildings, and indeed 
what distinguishes Tripoli from similar historic sites in the area, 
is the number and variety of buildings erected by the Mamluks, 
who took control after the Crusaders in 1289. A total of 195 
Mamluk buildings survive today, ranging from religious to civic to 
secular; there are mosques, madrassas (schools) , khans (markets) , 
and hammams (baths). But because of the number and variety, it is 
not just the buildings that impress you, but also the still apparent 
organization of a past civilization. The modern city blocks blend 
into the ancient neighborhoods seamlessly, giving the impression 
that the whole of Tripoli is greater than the sum of its parts. 

This pocket of preserved history full of 
ancient buildings is today also full of real people, 
real shops, and real homes. Fourteenth-century 
mosques call twenty-first-century Muslims to 
prayer five times a day; the soap market is still the 
site of soap production and sale, and the tailors' 
khan still houses tailor shops and fabric stores. 

Modern day Tripolitans' use of historic 
space is not a new phenomenon, but rather a 
legacy inherited from the city's diverse cultural 
past where yesterdays structures are converted to 
fit the demands of today The thick walls of the 
Crusader castle are characteristically reinforced 
with granite columns purloined from the classical 
architecture that had graced the first settlements 

Mamluk entrance of Tripoli a millennium before. The minaret 
to Tripoli's 
crusader castle of the Grand Mosque that summons Muslim 

worshippers to prayer started life as the bell tower of St. Marys of 
the Tower. Entering the mosque of Emir Saif al-Din Tayna!, adorned 
on the outside with a large fountain for ablutions and topped with 
colorful, glazed domes, is a journey back into the Crusader era. The 
thick carpets and the black and white mihrab are the only features 
that suggest time has passed since the groin-vaulted ceilings were 
the latest fashion in interior design. 

It is many hours of exploring the city, bargaining with 
shopkeepers, tasting Tripoli's famous sweets, and getting lost in the 
meandering alleys, before I remember the question I had intended 

Outside the mosque of Emir Saif al-Din Taynal 

to investigate: ls Tripoli's bloom gone? The answer was simple. The 
city was still blooming and potentially even booming. 

Tripoli's Old City is certainly not a haven from the forces 
of modernization and the historic neighborhoods show obvious 
signs of these influences. One problem is that the demands of 
commerce and the necessities of life have changed since the 14th 
century. Though picturesque, few merchants find the narrow streets 
of Tripoli's Old City charming when confronted with the physical 
impossibility of delivery trucks gaining access to their warehouses 
and stores. Living in and keeping alive yesterday's neighborhoods 
puts a strain on Tripoli- possibly impeding its progress as a 
modern city The fact that the soap khan is still in use means that 
a number of Tripolitans are dependent on a market that has very 
little chance of expanding economically or even physically. The 
light craft markets that have been important to the city's industry 
for centuries find little support in today's increasingly global 
market. Most businesses in Tripoli employ an average of less than 
ten workers. The more lucrative industries , compatible with big 
business and mass marketing, are centered in Beirut. 

Modern life is encroaching on the old architecture and the 
contemporary inhabitants on all sides. Large apartment buildings 
abut the Mamluk structures and, though obviously sturdy enough 
to stand the tests of time, many of the historic buildings still in use 
today are in desperate need of repair. One proposed remedy for 
economic stagnation and the need for growth and renewal is the 
stimulation of Tripoli's tourism industry. In April 2003 , the World 
Bank granted $31.5 million to be used to restore five historic cities 

in Lebanon, including Tripoli. The 
money was specifically allotted 
for use in restoring the fa i;ades 
and public spaces of the Old City 
to improve the quality of life for 
locals and to jumpstart tourism. 
These projects have resulted in 
some improvements, but have also 
uncovered some complications. 
Many Old City dwellers are 
understandably frustrated when 
they see money being spent to 
give facelifts to houses that have 

Crusader castle of Saint-Gilles, now with 
electric power 
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"Tripoli 2020" rendition by Nayla Al Aki 

inadequate plumbing and electric facilities. Tripoli tans do what 

they can to reconstruct and renovate their own homes, shops, 

and schools but these makeshift attempts have been censured by 

organizations like UNESCO since they often damage and diminish 

the landmark legacy of the old architecture. UNESCO put a stop 

to an initiative that began in the 1940s to widen the streets of the 

old sector to allow for car traffic. 
The World Bank conservation project, too , has recognized 

these complications and has proved flexible. The efforts of this 

project, known as the Cultural Heritage Urban Development 

(CHUD) program, have shifted from focusing on architecture 

to targeting an even more vital resource: the people of Tripoli 

themselves. Lebanese University Professor of Urban Planning 

Mousbah Rajab is one of the consultants involved with this 

project and explains that current CHUD initiatives aim to relocate 

a number of Old City dwellers living in substandard living 

conditions to housing blocks on the outskirts of the historic 

area. These new buildings will provide more modern facilities 

and a higher quality of life. The renovations within the Old City 
continue as well, Rajab says, in hopes of "making the streets 

more dynamic and encouraging inhabitants to take pride in their 

neighborhood." 
AUB has taken an active interest in Tripoli's delicate situation 

for a number of years . Seeing in Tripoli a real need for new 

ideas in urban planning and design and an excellent teaching 

opportunity, architecture Associate Professor Howayda al-Harithy 

organized a studio devoted to the revitalization of Tripoli. She 

explains the many complications she, her students, and all other 

developers face in this endeavor: "The built heritage in this 

case is far removed from the condition of a single monument 

or archaeological ruin. " Furthermore, she says "the city is an 

evolving, dynamic entity, fully inhabited and densely populated. 

lts functioning monuments are evolving social spaces whose 
rehabilitation would force the rehabilitation of a whole city across 

multiple layers: economic, social, political , and physical." "Tripoli 

2020," the culmination of the project Harithy and her students 

produced, is a vast portfolio outlining ideas for new uses of many 

strategic areas, informed by substantial research on all of these 

Exporting the East to the West: UCI director Abdul Hamid Hallab 
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levels. Architect and AUB Urban Planning lecturer Habib Debs has 

contributed significantly as well, working as the main consultant 

with the CHUD efforts. 
lt is tempting to dismiss the modernizing forces acting 

on Tripoli today as destructive of the city's rich, historic past. 

However, Tripoli's past is itself a product of modern influences 
invading and corrupting the legacies left by previous societies. 

Tripoli would not be Tripoli if its buildings and streets had been 

left as they were first constructed and not incorporated into 

contemporary use. While areas of the Old City are indeed dump

like, the only area in Tripoli that really inspires regret is the empty, 

abandoned International Fairgrounds. Here, the legacy of Tripoli is 

forgotten ; the space has not been made useful and profitable to the 

city's inhabitants. With the massive ongoing efforts, there is hope 

that the great challenges facing the city today can be overcome 

without losing the dynamic relationship between past and 

present civilizations that has for so long defined the unique [O] 
character of a city whose bloom is both faded and bright. 



Preserving an intact Byzantine mosaic. • • 
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Exhibiting 
the Past: 

Priceless 
The AUB Archaeological Museum has waited 
138 years for its first major renovation 
that will protect a collection that has 
survived the rise and fall of civilizations. 

Visiting the AUB Museum will soon be a very different experience 

than it has been in the past. You may feel that you are being 

pulled along from one collection to another. This is no accident. 

All of the exhibits are being reorganized according to the 

latest principles of museology to make visiting the museum 
a more enjoyable experience-and to ensure that these 

wonderful treasures are protected for future generations. 

The building housing one of the oldest museums in the 
region was originally built without any insulation in the floors, 

explains Museum Director Leila Badre. Over the years, water 

and humidity have seeped into the building, putting at risk 

the impressive collection of artifacts from the Bronze Age 
and Iron Age and the Roman , and Byzantine periods. "One 

lead piece disintegrated completely because of the humidity," 

said Badre. Other pieces bear the dark spots of permanent 

damage. The updated structural design will permit a new 

system that will maintain internal humidity at optimal levels. 
In addition, the layout of the museum did little 

to optimize the museum visitor's experience or even 

highlight the value of the objects on display. "Visitors 

had to zigzag through the museum. The lighting and 
labeling systems were outdated," lamented Badre. 

Come June 2006, all this will become history. This is the 
date when renovation is scheduled to be complete and the 

"new" museum will open its doors to the public once again. 

(Actually, the museum never closed during renovation; most 

items were simply moved to the Study Collection Hall.) 

An architect, a graphic designer, and archeologists worked 

together using software simulations to develop a painstakingly 
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designed layout for the new museum. It will have a chronological 
"skin," which will go along the walls of the museum and tell the 

stories of the various historical period, spanning from 25,000 BC 

to the nineteenth century. In the center of the museum space, 
several thematic displays will highlight the glass collection, 

the Phoenician civilization and the birth of writing , the Islamic 

period, and other collections. The museum will also feature a 

particularly impressive, near-complete Byzantine mosaic on the 

floor. The entrance will be moved to the side of the museum 

and there is also a new elevator in the museum, which allows 

visitors to go from the ground level to the second floor. 
At the main entrance, visitors will be greeted with the 

Cesnola pottery collection , named for General Cesnola, the 

American Consul in Cyrpus who donated the first collection to the 

museum and which led to the museum being founded in 1868. 
The museum could not have been renovated without 

the generous support of Artemis AW. Joukowsky, Martha S. 

Joukowsky and the continuous efforts of the Society of the 
Friends of the AUB Museum. Martha Joukowsky, professor 

emeritus at Brown University and AUB trustee since 1987, 

excavated in Lebanon between 1967 and 1972. She has strong 

ties to the country and to AUB, where she earned her Master's in 

Archaeology in 1972. The Joukowsky Family Foundation made a 
$1-million donation that permitted the refurbishing of the museum. 

The Society of the Friends of the AUB Museum, formed in 1979 

to encourage support for the museum, provided key support by 
raising additional funds needed to complete the project. The 

Joukowsky Family Foundation also gave $1-million to provide 

an endowment for museum activities. All options are open, 
said Badre, and they could include developing multidisciplinary 

laboratories to study and analyze museum artifacts. Thanks to the 

efforts of the Joukowskys and their dedication to the continued 

study of archaeology in Lebanon, the museum will have a new 

face in June 2006. "It will be a first-class, up-to-date, 

didactic museum," said Badre, beaming with pride. 
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Participating in an archaeological excavation is a curious thing. You are, after all, taking part in an 

endeavor with no real sense of what will come of it. At the same time, however, this is also part of 

the attraction. Regardless of what you discover on the ground, the whole experience is sure to have 

a profound affect on your perceptions of a given region and the ancient history of its peoples. 

This is what I experienced when I took part in the 2005 season of phase, running from the eighteenth century BC through the 

seventeenth century, the site must have projected an imposing figure 

for some of the earliest Levantine travelers. 
'Tell' is the name for the 

mound of material culture 

that develops over time as 

a result of continual human 

occupation ; 'burak' refers 

to the large cisterns located 

near the site. ("Burak" is the 

Arabic word for cistern.) 

the AUB archaeological excavations 

at Tell el-Burak. The site is situated 

along the shore of Addusiyye, a small 

village a few kilometers south of 

Saida. Here, tucked tightly between 

plantation and sea, lie the physical 

remains of the site. The edge of the 

site abuts the coast and rises sharply 

from the shore. During its earliest 

It is the location itself that first caught the eye of Professor 

Helene Sader, the principal investigator of the site and a professor 

of archaeology at AUB. Today, the coast of Lebanon is witnessing 

unprecedented construction. As a result , the archaeological evidence 

of the largely coastal civilization of Phoenicia is being destroyed at 

an alarming pace. Because Tell el-Burak is located on state property, 

however, there has been no destruction, either as a result of 
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building or major looting. The historical importance of the site 

and its pristine condition make Tell el-Burak the perfect location 

for an excavation. 

AUB and the University of Tu bingen in Germany have 

been jointly conducting the archaeological excavations since 

2001. Students from Lebanon, Holland, Germany, and the 

United States participated in the field school that is conducted 

during the course of the excavation. The "dig team", consisting 

of a core staff of six return excavators and a dozen or so 

archaeology students, made the trek through the banana 

plantation each morning just before dawn to take advantage of 

the early-and coolest-hours of the day. Getting an early start 

is a must when you are working on an excavation during the 

summer. 

But before excavation even began, a team of specialists 

from the German Archaeological Institute did a geo-magnetic 

survey analysis to map areas of the site that might have 

particular archaeological interest, such as burials, walls, or 

metallic objects. The map provided the excavation team with a 

rough outline of the ancient buildings that were hidden beneath 

the surface. From this knowledge, an efficient plan of excavation 

could be formed prior to any digging. The geo-magnetic 

testing showed that the bulk of the tell was constructed as a 

foundation for a single mud-brick structure- a structure that 

later excavations revealed to be a massive Middle Bronze Age 

palace. The occupants and daily life of this building are largely 

unknown and are the focus of the continued excavations. 

Science plays a large and growing role in archaeological 
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Professor Sader watches AUS students excavate at the summit of the Tell 

fieldwork these days. This is as true at Tell el-Burak as at any 

archaeological site. Biological science is helping uncover details of 

what life was like in this ancient city and informs archaeological 

understanding of the various burial sites that have been discovered , 

such as the Middle Bronze Age burial recently excavated at Tell 

el-Burak. Osteological specialists have analyzed dog and human 

burial remains in addition to the various fauna! (animal) bones that 

have been found, giving evidence to the difficulties of ancient life 

through evidence of disease and trauma on the bones. Botanical 

remains have also been studied to reconstruct the local environment 

of the ancient inhabitants of the site, providing clues to the amount 

of food consumed through local produce as opposed to imported 

goods. This in turn informs our understanding of the local 

economic conditions, agriculture, and the availability of natural 

resources when the site was occupied. The organic evidence taken 

from soil samples can give a fairly accurate date for the site through 

l 4C radiocarbon dating- a technique now widely used to date 

archaeological materials. 

Understanding the nature of the relationship between the 

site and the sea is particularly important, because of what it tells 

us about the ancient function of the tell. For this reason, a geo

morphological study was initiated to investigate the ancient position 

A view of Tell el-Burak 
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Underwater survey of the coastline 

of the site and the sea. Although the sea today comes perilously 

close to eroding the face of the tell, the geo-morphological 

fieldwork that has been done tells us that the Mediterranean did 

not always reach as close to the site. Ralph Pedersen of Texas A&M 

University\; Institute of Nautical Archaeology, with help from an 

AUB archaeology student, conducted an underwater survey of the 

coastline that is informing our knowledge of the sites accessibility 

from the sea. The survey took a number of depth measurements and 

Location Site 
Location Site 

searched for possible locations of anchorage and docking structures. 

Although these scientific techniques are invaluable, they 

cannot replace the knowledge that is learned as the result of 

systematic archaeological excavation, which requires that students 

and staff role up their sleeves and start digging. Over the course of 

four seasons of digging at Tell el-Burak, extensive archaeological 

remains of varyi.ng type and time have been discovered . The 

work has revealed structural evidence from the Middle Bronze 

Age, Iron Age, and Ottoman periods on the site. At a site such as 

this-where material remains from several chronological periods 

are superimposed on each other-an excavator gets only one 

chance to excavate an area, since much is destroyed in the process 

of excavation. Therefore, proper excavation techniques and 

documentation are of crucial importance. You never dig randomly 

at a site. Previous research in regional settlement patterns and 

coastal variations in Lebanon gives a general idea of possible 

features of interest at a particular site. The site is then divided into 

areas of scrutiny. Digging is then done slowly and stratigraphically: 

layer by layer. 

The most delicate example of "archaeological destruction" is 

in the antechamber of the Middle Bronze Age palace. A large room 

with plastered and intricately painted walls was uncovered and 

meticulously excavated and restored . An expert in art conservation 

and restoration spent a month working with a small section of this 

unique Levantine discovery. The large painted room is covered in 

geometric shapes along with depictions of trees, but because it is 

largely deteriorated, much restoration is needed. Peering from an 
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opening in the frescoed room, just above the sea, you can imagine 

the ancient dwelling in its brilliantly complete environment. Today 

we find the structure next to several Iron Age residences that 

have been excavated by the AUB team. Surrounding all of these 

Berytus Archaeological Studies, 

published in the Faculty of Arts 

and Sciences, is the oldest 

archaeological journal in Lebanon 

and the only one which continued 

to be published during the war. 

The museum newsletter, published 

twice annually, also includes 

archaeological news. 

structures is a large stone 

wall built in the Middle 

Bronze Age. Originally used 

to retain and reinforce the 

tell, the wall was rebuilt for 

the Iron Age inhabitants of 

the site as a fortification . 

Today, the AUB team is 

continuing to uncover 

new fea tures of the ancient 

habitation at Tell el-Burak, 

as well as document and 

mains, as well 

as continued 

excavation of 

the painted 

room, will be 

conducted. 

The excava

tions at Tell 

el-Burak are a 

unique oppor

tunity for AUB 

students to 

be trained in 

archaeological 

fieldwork. In 

the absence of 

both written 

and reliable 

A student applies chemical preservatives to aid in the 
restoration of the Middle Bronze Age wall painting research the existing structures. The excavation is a process of 

discovery, one that is revealing the ancient world to us-often with 

the aid of the most modern scientific techniques currently available. 

The excavations at Tell el-Burak will continue this summer and 

archaeological records, little is known about settlement and culture 

in ancient Phoenicia. The Tell el-Burak excavations are filling a huge 

incorporate a fall course at AUB for the specialized training of archae

ological field techniques. A thorough excavation of the Iron Age re-

gap in the history of the Phoenician kingdoms of the mother

land and are throwing new light on Lebanons past. 

3200 years later ... bridging the gap at the ancient team found the remains of three Bronze and Iron Age temples 

~ 

city of Sumur at Tell Kazel, Syria consecutively built over each other, dating back to the eras of the 

At the Tell Kazel excavations, archaeologists are uncovering ancient Sea Peoples, the Phoenicians, and the Greeks, respectively. 

tools and temples while putting together the pieces of the area's In addition to temple offerings, braseros (incense burners) 

historical and anthropological puzzle. Together they have confirmed have also been found at the site. The largest brasero was an 

that Tell Kazel is the site of the ancient city of Sumur-the capital exceptional size, measuring about 120 centimeters in height! "This 

of the Kingdom of Amuru. Tell Kazel, which is about 10 km north is the tallest ever-known brasero," says Badre. A number of other 

of the Lebanese border, is the location of an ancient kingdom items, including plates, juglets, figurines, and luxury items, such as 

that was ruled by the Amorite Dynasty (Bronze Age-Iron Age, faience and necklaces were also discovered. Badre says that the 

fourteenth-twelfth centuries BC), which had close ties with the two first temple was very well preserved and produced the greatest 

largest powers of the period, the Egyptians and the Hittites. The number of archaeological finds. 

excavation is led by AUB Museum Director Leila Badre and a team The other major discovery was a residential area that revealed 

of two dozen archaeologists from AUB and abroad. the signs of thoughtful urban planning, with orthogonal streets 

Tell Kazel is located in the Homs Gap, which once offered the made of layers of ash and pebbles to drain the water vertically, thus 

only passage to traders from the sea seeking to get to the Syrian sparing planners from installing horizontal drainage canals. "One 

hinterland. It also overlooks the then-navigable AI-Abrash River. building had something absolutely special and not found anywhere 

Given its propitious location, it should come as no surprise that else in the Levant region," notes Badre. "Its floors were paved with 

many peoples have left their traces in Tell Kazel. The imported items sea shells and the walls were encrusted in shells." 

found at the site testify to the inhabitants' extensive connections to All of these discoveries at Tell Kazel are important, she 

the outside world. says: "We were able to trace the transition from the Bronze to 

"The reason we chose this site for excavation was to locate the Iron Age. There has never been a discovery like this one on 

the city of Sumur and fill in the historical/archaeological gap the Syrian-Lebanese coast." The Tartous Museum, in the city's 

between the late Bronze Age and the beginning of the Iron Age at former cathedral, is now home to an up-to-date display of the 

around 1200 BC," explains Badre. Indeed, the AUB-led excavation archaeological treasures that the AUB team has assembled. 



Since its founding, the AUB campus has been a botanical treasure nurturing specimens that were 

collected across the entire region. For more than 100 years, it has provided singular opportunities for 

AUB students and researchers. Today, new programs and new approaches in landscape design and 

eco-management are influencing the changing face of campus. 

The campus. For AUBites, it's often the first thing that comes to 

mind when we think about AUB. Its richness and diversity are at 

the core of any AUB experience. But what comes to mind when 

we think of the campus7 There is the sheer beauty of the physical 
location, of course , but there are also the views, a favorite spot, the 

benches, the front steps leading to the main gate on Bliss Street, 

the cats, the lush vegetation, College Hall silhouetted at night, the 
baobab trees , and much more. 

If you were to dig back 
into the history of AUB, you 
would come across some old 
pictures of the campus and 
be struck by how different 
the campus looked at the end 
of the nineteenth century. 
It seems so empty, so stark. 
There are so few trees. Thanks 
to the efforts of Dr. Franklin 
Moore, we can all enjoy these 
old pictures. Moore first came 
to Lebanon in 1891 to teach at 
the Syrian Protestant College, 
as AUB was then called. He 

College Hall and lower campus (from old Medical building): 
The Moore Collection 
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was later appointed as professor of obstetrics and gynecology and 

spent many years at the University. Some of the photos that he 

took have been gathered together as "The Moore Collection: AUB 
Photographs 1892-1902" and are available through the AUB Art 

Center. 
Many people have had a hand in making the AUB campus 

such a special place , such a bright spot in our memories. It didn't 

just happen' While it is true that there was no particular plan 

for how it would-or should-look, many people over the years 
influenced the development of the campus we see today. 

A Breezy Promontory Overlooking the Sea 
You may not know that there was a college before there was a 

campus. Stephen Penrose, in his book That They May Have Life: 

Glen Amphitheater, April 1926 

The Story of the American 

University of Beirut 1866-

1941, explains that "the 
Founders had from the first 
planned to put the new 
institution into quarters 
distinctly its own, but buying 
land in the Near East was not 
then , and is not now, done in 



Cercis Siliquastrumf 

a day. " The Board of Managers and the Faculty decided in 1867 
that President Bliss and Reverend D. Stuart Dodge should work 
together- and alone-to find an appropriate site and conclude 
the deal. Bliss recalls, "For the space of a year or more, at the 
solicitations of property owners, or on the recommendation of 
friends, many places were visited in different parts of Beirut. We 
rode everywhere through the city, looking as we rode. Finally, we 
saw the site where the College now stands and fell in love with it 
at sight, and immediately decided that we had found the finest site 
in all Beirut if not in all Syria." In Daniel Bliss' Annual Report to 
the Board of Managers of the Syrian Protestant College on July 19, 
1877, he describes the site as a "breezy promontory overlooking 
the sea and surrounded with twenty five acres of College property" 
The process of acquiring the property did not end with the 
discovery of the finest site in all Beirut. It actually continued over 
a period of years as "small segments of land adjacent to the original 
property or connecting it with other parcels were bought up as 
occasion offered." The size and shape of the campus is continuing 
to change: the University purchased the Durraffourd Buildings on 
the Corniche, in 1999 and 2000, and the Salloum Building, next to 
the AUB Medical Center, in 2002. 

Jala Makhzoumi, associate professor of Landscape Design 
and Eco-Management, has described the land that Bliss and Dodge 
purchased as a "typically rural Mediterranean landscape." It was 
scrubland, hilly, rocky, and bare. There were some trees. Ironically, 
however, the tree that many people now associate most strongly 
with the campus-the banyan-was not part of the original 
vegetation. Those of you who know the campus may have a favorite 
banyan tree. There is one next to the Observatory, for example; 
another close to Assembly Hall, where there is now a memorial 
for Malcolm Kerr, AUB's ninth president who was assassinated on 
campus on January 18, 1984. 
Some of you may even remember a 
day when you could climb up into 
those banyan trees, perch yourself 
on one of the branches, and look 
out to the sea .. 

A Botanical Garden with 

Global Roots 
Over the years, a number of 
people played crucial roles in 
changing the look of the campus. 
Dimitrios Serlis, chairman of 
the Grounds Committee for five 
years (1926-31), is credited with 
planting over 500 different kinds 
of trees and importing seeds and 
young trees from around the 
world, especially Italy. Many years 

Cupressus Sempervirens Pyramidalis 

later, in the 1960s, President Kirkwood appointed his wife Grace 
(also known as "Sunny") as landscape consultant to the Campus 
Planning Committee. Sunny Kirkwood, a trained landscape 
architect, worked with George Batikha, who was teaching 
landscape horticulture at AUB at the time, to introduce many 
new trees and shrubs to campus- some of which were imported 
from as far away as South Africa and Asia. (There is actually a 
bench on campus that bears Sunny Kirkwood's name. Rajaa Arab 
Salam, whose sister-in-law, Kulthum Salaam Al-Husseini, is an 
AUB alumna, adopted the bench to honor Sunny Kirkwood who 
"changed my entire outlook on life and taught me everything there 
is to know about the landscapes and gardens of the Middle East 
that she loved so much.") 

Professor Edgecomb, associate professor of taxonomy (1952-
72), realizing that the campus was becoming-in fact, had already 
become-a botanical garden, launched a project to place name 
plaques on some of the campus trees. Charles Abu Chaar, who 
spent forty years at the School of Pharmacology, describes how he 
was able to use what was already growing on campus to teach his 
students how to recognize medicinal plants. "At the time, there 
were more wild plants on the campus of AUB, and I was able 
to find all the representative plants that I needed to teach with 
right on the grounds. So I would just go out and collect samples 
for my students to work with. I also used to take them on tours 
through the campus, where we would hunt for medicinal plants." 

(See MainGate, summer 2005, AUB 
Reflections, pages 48-49.) Abu Chaar 
was probably not the first-and he is 
certainly not the last-AUB professor 
to use the AUB campus as a teaching 
tool. 

A Living Laboratory 
The Landscape Design and Eco
Management (LDEM) Program, which 
was established in 2000, is one of 
AUB's newer programs and also takes 
advantage of the 73-acre classroom 
at its doorstep. Makhzoumi 
explains that landscape architecture 
has been introduced to the region 
"mainly through commercial urban 
projects rather than through nature 
conservation or rural development" 
and that this has led to a focus on the 
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Viburnum Opulus 

visual dimension . She and her colleagues-and her students-are 

working to change that. Makhzoumi laughs when she remembers 

some of the problems her first students had trying to explain what 
they were actually studying at AUB. 'They had to argue against 

common misconceptions that landscape design is about beautifying 

open spaces with exotic plants." 
So, what is landscape design? "Landscapes are dynamic 

ecosystems that change over time through natural processes and 
cultural ones," says Makhzoumi. She describes the AUB campus 

as a "living example of the richness and diversity of a landscape 

that has come to encapsulate the regional ecology of diverse rocky 
terrain, cypress, olive, citrus, and carob trees with Mediterranean 

annuals everywhere." 
LDEM students have 

been involved in several on
campus projects, such as the 
designs for the Penrose Hall 
Garden, the FAFS Courtyard 
Garden, and the Observatory 
landscape. Zeina Salam, who 
has since gone on to establish 
her own practice with Leila 
Abi Khuzam, designed the 

Biology student working in the greenhouse FAFS Courtyard Garden. The 
area at AUS team of Leila Abi Khuzam, 

Nadine Rahal, and Zeina Salam created the winning design for the 
Penrose Hall Garden that includes a main path and two "pockets" or 

seating areas. 
The AUB campus is a living laboratory not just for LDEM 

students, but for students enrolled in other AUB programs, such as 
plant sciences. Salma Talhouk, professor of 

Plant Sciences, explains that her students 

use the campus "for horticulture activities, 

plant identification, and to learn about 
exotic and invasive species and landscape 

characters." Working with the University of 

Reading and the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew Gardens, Talhouk and her colleagues 

have compiled a list of coastal species 
and are in the process of collecting and 

propagating some of them for the purpose 

of using these native plants on campus. 

Some of these native plants-such as the 
wild pistachio, the carob, the oak, and the 

viburnum-are already reclaiming territory 

on campus. Talhouk points out that if you 
Cyclamen 

look carefully, and at the right time of year, you will discover what 

she calls "hidden treasures ." "Some of the less conspicuous plants 

are the beautiful Mediterranean coastal bulbs that bloom for short 

precious moments , the cyclaments, and the Vagaria parvilora- a 

small beautiful white flowering bulb which is endemic to Lebanon. 
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The tiny bulbs with beautiful purple blooms appear everywhere 
after the first rains in the fall ." 

Managing the Campus 
Protecting the campus while balancing usage demands is a big 

job. The Facilities Planning and Design Unit (FPDU) is managing 
the implementation of the Campus Master Plan, which includes 

guidelines for the construction and rehabilitation projects that are 

taking place on campus and directives for the protection of the 

campus, in particular the middle campus-that ribbon of green 

that stretches through campus. What the Campus Master Plan 

does not do, however, is propose a future vision for the middle 
campus landscape. In part because of her involvement with the 

Campus Master Plan and FPDU, Makhzoumi was prompted to 

prepare a report on the AUB Middle Campus Landscape (AMICAL), 
a document she describes as a "vision and a call for action in 

planning and managing the campus landscape." 

There is a tendency-especially among those of us without 

expertise in this area- to assume that any intervention in a 

landscape is wrong, is a bad thing. We look at what is there now 
and assume that it evolved naturally and so should be left alone. 

After all, nature knows best, right? There are many problems with 

this approach, starting with the assumption 

that the landscape evolved naturally. In many 
cases, what we see now is the result of human 

intervention. To preserve our campus, we must 

engage with it and do so in a thoughtful and 
informed way. 

In fall 2005 , President Waterbury 

appointed the Campus Planning Commiuee 

which includes representatives from FPDU, 
Physical Plant, and two Lebanon-based 

horticulture experts: George Batikha and Ranya 

Nasrallah. Makhzoumi and Talhouk are also 

involved as technical advisors. The committee 

has been asked to develop guidelines and 

procedures for the management of the campus. 
Plans are under way to develop a detailed 

landscape master plan that will include guidelines for small 
landscape projects, such as the one being proposed for the Penrose 

Hall Garden, on campus. The goal is to preserve the beauty of 

the AUB campus while at the same time make it a model of em 
sustainable development for the region. 

\ 



Let's Come Together as Friends 

to Meet the Challen 

AUB invites you to make a gift with a friend, a fellow alumnus/a. 
This friend may be someone you met at AUB-maybe even the 
person you married! Or it could be someone you have not seen 
for many years. Both of you will be acknowledged for the full 
amount of your contribution in the AUB Contributors Report. 

Whether you contribute $5 or $100,000, you and your friend, by 
coming together, will help AUB meet the Cleveland H. Dodge 
Foundation Challenge, which will provide the neediest and 
brightest of students with the quality education they deserve. 

You can mail us your donation in the provided envelope. 

Or you can make your gift with a friend online at https://dodge.aub.edu.lb 

For further information, please contact us: 

American University of Beirut 

Office of Development 

Ghandi Fala, 

Assistant Director for Development Programs 

P.O. Box 11-0236 

Riad EI-Solh, Beirut 1107 2020 

Lebanon 

Tel: 961 -1-340176 

Fax: 961 -1-361535 

Emai l:ghandi.fala@aub.edu.lb 

You car. also visit our website 

at www.aub.edu.lb/development. 



Hussein Madi painting, Art Center 

Finer Things Life 
Although art has always been a part of student life, both in and outside the classroom, AUB has not 

had an art department for almost thirty years. All that has now changed with the establishment of the 

Department of Fine Arts and Art History. 

Although the Fine Arts Department was closed in 1977, students 
continued to take art courses through the Civilization Sequence 
Program (CVSP). (The CVSP was for many years a key component 
of the undergraduate experience at AUB. Although the program 
has changed over the years, it still offers students a foundation 
in the formative ideas of primarily Near Eastern and Western 
civilization, in addition to supplemental courses in a wide range 
of disciplines-such as art appreciation, French literature, German 
language, and contemporary Arab identity-that draw on the 
expertise of individual faculty members. ) Many students have 
also been involved in the arts scene on campus through their 
participation in the choir, theater productions, and the Art Club. 
For the last ten years, the Faculty of Engineering and Architecture 
(FEA) has included a Department of Architecture and Design that 
has graduated a number of graphic artists. 

President Waterbury appointed an art committee five years 
ago to promote the arts both at AUB and in Lebanon and the region. 
The committee includes President Waterbury; David Kurani, an artist 
and acting chair of the new department; Saleh Barakat, a gallery 
owner and art dealer; Cesar Nammour, president of the Modem Art 
Society and a lecturer at AUB; and Ramzi Saidi, a private collector. 

Since 2000, this committee has hosted a number of events 
on campus, including an exhibition that featured items from AUB's 
art collection. You may be surprised to learn that AUB's collection 
includes Eadweard Muybridge's studies of animal locomotion, 
several priceless watercolors by Gibran Khalil Gibran, paintings 
by Hussein Madi, a sculpture by Malvina Hoffman, and a portrait . 
by John Folinsbee. These activities, which included a display of 
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contemporary Lebanese ceramics, 
pictures taken at the Arab 
College of Jerusalem, and the 
Moore Collection (photographs 
taken by Dr. Franklin T. 

Moore of the AUB campus 
between 1892 and 1902), have 
contributed to efforts to revitalize 
the arts in Beirut-a city without 
a dedicated art museum. 

Even when there was no 
art department at AUB, many 

students pursued their interests and honed their skills as members 
of the student Art Club. Several artists, such as George Awde 
and Elie Abou Samra, have volunteered their time to encourage 
students to express themselves through art. lnas Zeineddine, the 
club president, explains that the club is a wonderful opportunity 
for students to pursue artistic talents that are all too often neglected 
as they focus on other academic subjects. She argues that art 
gives students an opportunity to think deeply about ideas and can 
provide a different insight on many issues . 

A Quick Look at a Proud History 
Although AUB's involvement in the arts has been limited in 
recent years, it has a proud history: in 1929, it hosted the first 
solo art exhibition in Lebanon at West Hall, displaying the work 
of Lebanese artist Mustafa Farroukh, and organized many art 
exhibitions-both of internationally renowned artists such as 



Henry Moore and David Hockney, and of local craftspeople such as 
the tinsmiths of Beirut. Among the guest artists who spent time at 
AUB were Henry Moore (sculptor), Jeremy Leech (ceramist), Tracy 
Montminy (painter and draughtsman) , John Colt (painter), and 
David Hockney (painter). 

The Department of Fine Arts- as it was originally called- is 
probably most fondly remembered, however, for its very popular 
"Art Seminars" program in the 1950s that was free and open to 
the public. The program, which included drawing, painting, 
and ceramics courses and special Saturday morning classes for 
children, attracted participants from all segments of Lebanese 
society and brought together both Lebanese and. foreign nationals 
who were interested in and dedicated to the promotion of the arts 
in Lebanon. John Carswell, former AUB art professor (1956-76), 
explained in a talk that he gave on campus several years ago that 
the department was deliberately trying to change the rules for art 
and artists at that time: "No one was excluded from the process of 
making an- anyone and everyone was encouraged to try" 

(. --, 
Evening drawing class at AUS: George Buehr, on leave from the Art Institute of 
Chicago, was head of the art department in the 1950s 

Barakat explains that these seminars "paved the way to many 
artists to study art outside the academy system." He continues, 
"the department was mainly focused on introducing abstract art to 
Lebanon for the first time. It is clear that AUB ... was playing an 
influential role on the art scene in Lebanon." 

The Department Today 
The new department was set up by a committee, organized by 
Dean Khalil Bitar, dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS), 
and chaired by Associate Professor Howayda Al-Harithy, chair of 
the Department of Architecture and Graphic Design, who was 
involved in this project to re-establish an art department at AUB 
over a ten-year period. The committee included AUB faculty 
members from both FAS and FEA and outside experts, such as 

Vice President Emeritus Samir Thabet. The department currently 
offers degree programs and minors in studio arts and art history, 
in addition to elective courses in music and theater. Dean Bitar 
explains that it was Al-Harithy who suggested that art history be 
offered as a major when the re-establishment of the art department 
was first discussed some years ago. Kurani notes that there are 
few art history programs in the Arab world. He goes on, "In 
the past this University was a springboard for some great artists, 
some remarkable art teaching and art happenings that were ultra
cosmopolitan in that they incorporated cultural elements of the 
best of East and West. We who are here now want to revive this 
grand tradition in our studio arts and connect it with the rest of 
contemporary art in our art history and art theory specializations." 

Noura Al Aquil is one of the students currently majoring in 
the arts. The daughter of a Lebanese mother and a Saudi father, 
Noura grew up in Italy. She says she is always being asked why 
she left Rome-a place where "you are constantly surrounded by 
art"-to come to Beirut. "My reason is simple," she explains. "I 
needed to come back to discover more about the origins of the 
Arabic culture. I have acquired a lot of valuable information 
through the Western world and believe I should acquire just as 
much information about the Arab world so that I can combine 
the two and benefit from both. " Kinda Dahlan, a fine arts student 
who has so far resisted pressures to become a "doctor, attorney/ 
lawyer, or business woman," raves about the sculpture class she 
is currently taking, describing it as "absolutely incredible! The 
professor and assistants are very motivating and helpful. I love the 
fact that I am working with my hands." 

Sculpture is just one of the studio courses being offered that 
Kurani describes as "perennial favorites." Students can also take 
courses in drawing, painting, and ceramics. Courses in Art History 
and Theory are offered in cooperation with the Department of 
Architecture and Design. 

Plans for the Future 
The department has generated a lot of interest in a very short 
period of time: its courses are heavily subscribed and half a 
dozen students have indicated their intention to major in art. The 
establishment of the Department of Fine Arts and Art History is an 
essential part of the University's commitment to expose its students 
to a range of intellectual experiences during their time at AUB. 
As Sandy Maksoudian, one of the students currently majoring in 
art explains so eloquently, "Studying art not only develops your 
techniques. It also helps you look at things differently, to look 
at things from another perspective." The establishment of the 
Department of Fine Arts and Art History also supports AUB's 
mission to reach out to the peoples of Lebanon and the 
region. It's very much a win-win situation. 



A Journey from 
Cartoons for children at the Clemenceau Medical Center 

[, Geology to 
Iconography 

It was an inspirational incident that drove her to iconography. 
"I knew about icons from my family My mother's prayers that 
helped me overcome an ordeal during the civil war turned me into 
a true believer," says Kelekian. 

With her scientific background, artistic talent, and faith, 
Kelekian decided that "nothing will stop her" from expressing 

her beliefs through iconography. "After I graduated from AUE in 
1981. . I chose to attend the University of London where I studied 
restoration and painting. Later I trained in many places all over 
Europe ." 

"I was part of the team that restored the frescoes of the 
Duomo of Florence. I was the pigment expert on a team of ten 
working under the supervision of Giorgio Mathieni. I painted in 
Greece, Spain, Portugal, Yugoslavia, and in the Macedonian area 
where I restored frescoes at medieval churches." 

The distinctive feature of Kelekian's iconography is her 
use of traditional Byzantine methods and natural pigments. As a 
geologist, Kelekian learned how to extract colors from minerals. 

Kelekian at her studio in Zalka 



"I rediscovered 89 mineral-extracted colors, and discovered a few 
types of green and yellow." In keeping with Byzantine methods, 
she paints her icons in an egg tempera (the egg being the biblical 
symbol of life and fertility) and embellishes the gold or silver 
backgrounds with precious and semi-precious stones and pearls. 

Despite the technical knowledge that enabled her to restore 
and create religious art, Kelekian felt something was missing. 
"My faith needed to be corroborated with the proper theological 
knowledge. I decided to study theology:" She earned a Doctorate of 
Theological Studies from the Institut Superieur pour la Formation 
Religieuse. "When I learned about the history of the church and the 
unwavering faith of the early believers despite the torments they 
underwent, my perception of religious art changed. Now, I paint 
the same religious figures knowing their life story: .. " 

Kelekian and her sister Hilda, a calligrapher and arabesque 
designer, held their first exhibit in 1992 at the Salon des Artistes in 
Beirut. The ensuing media coverage led to requests to exhibit their 
work at galleries around the world. 

Kelekian has won numerous medals and awards. "Italy gave 
me the title of 'Lady' for my achievements in the fields of arts and 
sciences." She has been honored with more than 12 international 
awards including France's La Toile d'Or, and appointed ordinary 
academician by the Accademia Internazionale Greci Marino, Italy: 
She has exhibited in nine countries. Eight museums around the 
world have purchased her artwork, as has Queen Sophia of Spain. 
In 2001, the sisters launched the Kelekian Art Gallery during New 
York's International Art Expo, where they exhibited their work 
for two weeks. Currently, Kelekian's art studio and laboratory are 
located in Zalka, Lebanon. 

The distinctive feature of Kelekian's iconography 

is her use of traditional Byzantine methods 

and natural pigments. As a geologist, Kelekian 

learned how to extract colors from minerals. "I 

rediscovered 89 mineral-extracted colors, and 

discovered a few types of green and yellow." 

Representing Lebanon around the world was an honor, 
but it wasn't enough. She wanted to help her country in a 
more tangible way: The opportunity came in 1997, when she 
participated in a contest to decorate the wall of a 500-meter long 
tunnel in Ashrafieh, Beirut. She won the contest with her design 
in the trencadis Antoni Gaudi mosaic style, depicting 500 trees of 
different dimensions ranging between three and 75 meters. 

"Afterwards, I went in 1997 to Barcelona to learn about 
ceramics and mosaics .... because l had to get the X, Y, and the Z 
axes [three dimensional perspective] of things. One should aim at 
the deep roots of things and then try to blossom. What results is an 

authentic and long lasting product," she says. 
"Upon returning to Lebanon, I thought that something ought 

to be done to embellish the Corniche; the only way to do this 
is through ceramics and mosaics. " She embarked on the project 
of installing ceramic benches and a large mosaic chessboard. "I 
hope that these ceramic benches will attract millions of tourists 
to Ain Mreisseh, Beirut as they do in Barcelona," says Kelekian. 
When asked about the concept behind the ongoing project on 
the Corniche, Kelekian says, "my idea was to narrate the myth 

Ceramic bench on the 
Corniche designed by 
Kelekian 

of Zeus and Europa on the benches, thus showing the West that 
Phoenicians gave the name of Europa to Europe ... The project is a 
gift from me to Beirut, and I hope it flourishes to be a landmark." 

Kelekian hopes to embellish many parts of Beirut. She has 
already designed and executed cartoons in a public garden in the 
Naba'a area that turned the place from a dump into an attractive 
spot for children from the area. "I try to use art in service of the 
underprivileged community. Also, to raise environmental awareness 
about the ailing Beirut River, I designed a fa\'.ade of ceramics on its 
banks." 

When her sister delivered triplets in 2003, Kelekian decided 
LO experiment in a different direction: children's art and cartoons. 
"Last year, I was asked to furnish and paint the floors of the 
Clemenceau Medical Center-Johns Hopkins with whatever suits 
the ambience. For the pediatric section, I designed animal and 
insect cartoons. I hope to offer the St. Jude Children's Cancer 
Center of Lebanon (CCCL) some of those paintings." 

CCCL will not be her only contribution to AUB. Kelekian 
and her architect husband Hagop Silahian (BE '85), hope to place 
ceramic benches and fa\'.ades of their own design on the AUB 
campus. 

There seems to be no end to Kelekian's talent-or her 
interests. Her art will continue to celebrate her passion for 
her country and her faith for years to come. mm 
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AUB Students Make History 
AUB became so famous for its political demonstrations, particularly after 1948, that the situation 
was satirized as typical of the AUB experience. In the 1952 April Fool's Day issue of the student 
newspaper, Outlook, that was renamed Lookout on that day every year, the editors posted the 
following notice calling on the students to come out to air their grievances: 

Im ortant Notice 
There will be a demonstration this afternoon at 

3 in front of the Medical Gate to object against 

everything[.] All those interested please report 

there promptly five miuutes [sic] before time. The 

demonstration promises to be very exciting-tear gas 

will be used, and the slogans are simply delightful. If 
all goes well, police interference is expected. If not to 

join, come and watch." 

1953: Support your convictions 
President Stephen Penrose published a statement in Outlook in 

1953, calling on students to " .. . have the courage to support your 

convictions, but be sure that your convictions are right. See that 

Student demonstrations 1971. Outlook 
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they are acquired by objective reasoning and not by any form of 

prejudice. Your convictions are not necessarily right just because 

they are yours. If you hold them only for this reason then you 

must expect and allow anyone else to be just as determined 

concerning his own personal views. This kind of rock-ribbed and 

wooden-headed individualism leads to atomism, not unity. In the 

student body of AUB unity is to be treasured especially because at 

times it has been so rare. I hope we may this year seek it seriously, 

for the greater good of all. 

March 27, 1954: Protest of the Baghdad Pact 
Excerpts: Stephen L. Penrose University Senate Minutes 

From early morning Saturday strong forces of police and 

gendarmes took up their stands at the gates of the University The 

campus was fairly quiet until 11 o'clock, although the atmosphere 

was tense ... 

A few minutes before 12 o'clock the procession marched 



from the Main Gate around the library and then down toward 

the Medical Gate. This gate had been closed and chained by the 

security force. When the demonstration arrived near the Social 

Sciences Building Mr. Thabit Mahayni, President of the Urwat, 

spoke to the crowds denouncing the alleged attempts of Western 

powers to bring pressure upon Iraq and the new Pakistan-Turkish 

Pact, and criticized the Lebanese Government and Mr. Yafi in 

particular for preventing the students from expressing their protest 

in public demonstration. Following the speech students proceeded 

towards the gate and decided to open it by force . The security 

forces were supported by fire engines and the fire brigade directed 

the water hoses on the students. 

A large number of students had carried stones in their 

pockets and they began to stone the security forces. The security 

forces were quiet for a little while, contenting themselves with the 

water that was directed against the students. However, the Fire 

Department had brought only two trucks of water and they were 

soon exhausted. The students continued to throw stones and the 

security forces threw the stones back at them. 

This lasted for a little while and then the shooting began ... 

There were bullet marks on the iron fence , on the northwest 

corner of Post Hall, on the west of the Pharmacy Building which 

produced ricochets. There are bullet marks in trees in front of the 

Social Sciences Building 

and on the walls of the 

Social Sciences Building 

from knee height to high 

on the building, proving 

that live bullets were fired 

at body height as well as 

in the air over the heads of 

the students. 

From the time 

the shooting began the 

security forces were very 

severe and rather brutal. 

There are reports that they 

even dragged a student 

from an ambulance and 

hit him. Some of the 

doctors and technicians, 

even though wearing white 

coats, risked their lives 

in order to remove some 

wounded .. 

Feda'een 
Campus 
Cover, 1971 

TRAN SFORMJNG 11.IVES 

Upon investigation at the AUB Hospital we found that 26 

injured students reached the Hospital. 

It has been stated that the shooting from the security forces 

did not come from the police but from the gendarmerie, and they 

claim that the first shot came from a building inside the University 

and from adjacent buildings outside the campus. 

1955: We want to learn 
It is the university's function to train us, its students and future 

spokesmen of our countries, to face the problems of everyday life. 

How can we do that when we are only here to attend lectures and 

take notes7 How can we be the future liberators of our respective 

countries if we are not taught how to practice the basic important 

factors that lead to freedom from oppression7 

Students should have the right to voice their own opinions in 

matters that concern them. 

We, the student body, are not puppets .... We think. That is 

why we are here. We have our own life to shape. That is what we 

have come to learn how to do. We have our own voice to express. 

That is what we hope to do. 

1967: Students Protest U.N. Partition of Palestine 
Over seven hundred students gathered in front of West Hall last 

Wednesday at 10 o'clock 

and marched silently to the 

Assembly Hall in a gesture 

of condemnation of the 

U.N.'s partition of Palestine 

on November 27, 1947. 

The march, organized by 

the Arab Student League, 

culminated with speeches 

by Distinguished Professor 

Constantine Zurayk, 

Professor Yusuf Ibish and 

student, Suhail Hamam. 

Among those present 

were Dean Louis Cajoleas, 

Dean Robert Najemy, Dr. 

Eli Salem, Nabil Dajani 

and other members of the 

administration and faculty. 

Dr. Zurayk spoke 

about the recent setback 

experienced by the Arab 

Ill 
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countries and emphasized the fact that such events can either 1971: The 28 day sit-in: 
destroy nations or motivate them to a fresh and more positive start. Excerpts: "Day to Day Rundown of Developments": 

Su hail Hamam ... called for the continuation of the 

opposition to the situation of Palestine emphasizing the need for Monday, May 10 
an unwavering determination to win the struggle at hand. The three-man Student Affairs Committee (composed of 

Prof. Yusuf lbish completed the series of speechs [sic] Committee Chairman Elie Salem, Provost Samir Thabet 

by stressing the fact that it is not enough to have weapons, and Dean of Students Robert Najemy) reveals to 15 student 

machinery and other such tools to overcome the opponents. representatives ... that the Administration has decided to raise 

He stated that education and individual qualities are just as tuition fees by 10 per cent starting with the academic years 

important if not more so. A development of positive enthusiasm subsequent to 1971-72. 

and personal advancement as a form of preparation for future 

confrontations is therefore an essential prerequisite for success. 

1970 "Guerrilla U" -Newsweek Magazine 
According to a reporter, "Politics at AUB today is tied directly to 

the Palestinian guerrilla movement... The aggressive young men 

and women who spring from AUB appear torn between admiration 

for their American-Style education and distrust of the country 

that offers it. 'Of course we reject American foreign policy and 

the capitalist mentality of most Americans,' an AUB student who 

doubles as a guerrilla group leader said recently. 'But we have 

Student demonstrations 1971 , Outlook 
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also learned 

to respect a 

culture that 

gives rebels 

even the right 

to think and 

say what 

they want. 

1f there 

should be a 

Palestinian 

state run by 

us, it would 

be anti

imperialist, 

anti

Washington 

and anti

bourgeois. 

But 1 don't 

believe it 

would be 

truly anti
American. ;,, 

Tuesday, May 11 
The Student Council holds its weekly meeting in West Hall 

and takes a unanimous decision late in the evening to issue a 

statement Wednesday, May 12, calling for an open strike starting 

Thursday, May 13, to protest the unilateral and surprise decision 

of the Administration. 

Wednesday, May 12 
The Student Council issues a statement protesting the 10 percent 

increase tuition fees to be effective next semester... The Student 

Council statement goes on to call for an open strike starting 

Thursday, May 13 until the President of this University comes 

out with a clear cut statement in which he : 

1. Declares the cancellation of the 10 percent increase in tuition 

fees. 

2. Announces his readiness to negotiate with the Student 

Council the possibility of reasonable decreases in the current 

tuition fees. 

3. Declares his acceptance of the Student Council demands to 

investigate the books of the University at the Comptroller's 

Office to see whether there are reasonable grounds for 

decrease in current tuition fees. 

Thursday, May 13 
AUB students start the open strike by abstaining from 

classes . Busloads of Squad 16 policemen remain parked 

off campus for the whole day. Tight security measures stall 

University entrances filter students, faculty and members of 

the Administration and non-academic staff only into campus. 

Others are prevented from coming in .. 

Friday, May 14 
Scores of students congregate outside West Hall at 10 a.m. on 

this second day of strike and march on to College Hall where 



they stage a two-hour sit-

in ... The sit-in at College 

Hall, where most of the 

Administration offices are 

found , is seen as an escalation 

of the open strike, the students 

close the doors of College Hall 

thus making it impossible for 

members of the administration 

to enter or to leave the 

building .. 

from the first, second, third and 

fourth years will go on strike. 

October 11, 1971: 
Proving our mettle 
Letter to Students 

from the Student Council 

The Administration has 

been able to describe the strike 

and its underlying motivations 
[Speaking on behalf of the 

Student Council, Bassam] Diab 

goes on to say in the name of 

the Student Council: ' ... the 

intended increases would have 

adverse effects on economic 

and social conditions in 

Lebanon - they would increase 

obstacles for the lower and 

middle income groups to join 

PREMEDITATION - While the demonstrators quietly expressed 
their feelinJs;anti-commando•Lebanese League students rallied 
round outside Dean Najemy's Office ln front of West Hall in 
order to waylay tbe demonstrators, 

as 'political' in nature. Some 

administrators claimed the strike 

was part of the tug-of-war on 

campus between the Right and the 

Left. Others associated it with the 

movement to liberate Palestine. 

Some administrators referred to 

it as a Zionist-inspired plot to 

Student demonstrations 1969, Outlook 

the university and would accelerate the rise in cost of living in 

Lebanon.' 

Saturday, May 15 
The strike enters its third day running without incident. The 

'Voice of the Students' broadcasts from West Hall statements 

calling for reversal of the Administration decision." 

Academic Program Is Suspended ... 
Following 'No Vote' to Proposals and Occupation of Jessup, 

Fisk Halls, Including Office of the Dean; Maher Masri: 'Its Just 

What We Expected l"' 

Excerpts: 

President Samuel B. Kirkwood suspended last night the AUB 

academic program for the year 1970-71. His move, according 

to Student Council President Maher Masri, was 'just what the 

students expected.' 

It came a few hours after the students had embarked 

on their 'creeping occupation' by midnight of Jessup and Fisk 

Halls, including the office of the Dean of Arts and Sciences ... 

'In Jessup Hall,' said Masri, 'the office of the dean has 

become the office of the students .' 

As of Wednesday morning all of the medical students 

close down the University. Others 

passed the word that it was directed against the AUB workers 

and tourism in Lebanon ... etc. 

We, the students, were able to prove our mettle 

throughout the 28-day strike and as recently as last Saturday, 

October 9, when we turned the NSP ( Nutrition Science 

Program) Farm Trip into a demonstration of solidarity with our 

22 colleagues who have been suspended from the University. 

In recent days , we expressed our dismay over the reprisal 

measures taken by the Administration to suffocate the voice of 

the students through the display of posters; the organization 

of fund drives and sessions of the Speaker's Comer; the 

endorsement of an appeal for reintegration of the suspended 

students by over 1,200 of their colleagues; the rendition 

of 'strike songs' such as 'We Ahall [sic] Overcome' and 'O 

Freedom' at the Hangout Party and the Farm Trip; and the 

financing of LOOKOUT . .. etc. 

Student participation in the University:S educational 

and administrative affairs should become part of the students' 

education. Needless to say that student participation should be 

built on the premise of freedom and democracy. 

April 1, 1974: The strike reinterpreted 
We are not struggling for ourselves only, but for the type 

of institution we will be leaving to future generations 

in a society such as the ones we belong to. 
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Activism 
and the 

Student activism has a long history at AUB: in 1882, students 

supported the teaching of Darwinian theory against the 
administrations will; in the 1970s, students occupied university 

buildings to protest tuition increases; as recently as last year there 

were massive student demonstrations against the Syrian presence 

in Lebanon in the aftermath of AUB Trustee Rafic B. Hariri's 

assassination. Although the conventional wisdom is that the men 

and women of today's "Y Generation" are less active, the truth is that 

student activism is now, and will always be, alive and well at AUB. 

AUB has historically been a place that offers its students a top

notch education and also acts as an incubator for the formation of a 

number of political movements that have sometimes had an impact 

on the students' countries of origin. Among the movements that were 

born and nurtured on campus and later attracted national-and even 

international-attention are pan-Arab groups such as Al-Urwa al
Wuthqa and Harakat al-Qawrniyoun al-Arab. Student activism at AUB 

has always stood in stark contrast to what can be observed at other 

campuses, and has consistently been characterized by its pluralistic 
nature, which has allowed different factions to voice their concerns 

in a civilized and democratic manner. AUB students have been in 

the forefront of youth movements, most especially those relating 

to pan-Arab issues. These movements often mirror the Lebanese 

Student demonstrations, 2005 



kaleidoscope while at the same time taking into account student 

concerns. The socioeconomic makeup of AUB's diverse student body, 
which has always included students from different social classes and 

many countries, has been one of the major catalysts for robust student 
activity on campus. 

So what has changed over the years? 

Although the ingredients that make AUB what it is-the mix of 

higher education, democratic ideals, and multiculturalism-may have 
changed, the University remains a unique environment. 

Activism at AUB is primarily guided by a sense of duty toward 
one'.s community rather than just toward a particular group or faction. 

This is mainly due to the legacy established by AUBites who have 

spearheaded reform movements in their communities. AUB'.s political 

factions have learned that it is never possible to import ideologies 

from off campus without adapting them first to AUB's demanding 
standards of tolerance and transparency. 

While many are politically active, the vast majority of AUB 
students do not belong to any organized student group . Those 

students who do participate in clubs and societies often do so without 

any political affiliations. These "independents", as they are known on 

campus, play a vital role in energizing student life and ensuring that 
the radical fringe does not monopolize the scene. 

Student activism at AUB is defined by the democratic 

environment that AUB fosters. Our highly competitive, sometimes 

controversial student elections are always conducted in a civilized 

and democratic manner. Yes, there can be sweeping victories, but the 

culture is such that no group can ever deny the right of other groups 
and individuals to peacefully campaign and try to attract student 

support for their platforms. This opportunity to actively participate 

in elections is a luxury that students at most universities in Lebanon 
do not enjoy Although the administration does not recognize 

political parties and maintains a neutral political line, it does allow 

all student groups to freely express themselves- as long as they don't 
violate university rules and regulations. 

All of these factors have allowed for a healthy and vibrant stu

dent movement in a country whose political system is deadlocked in 

an age-old stalemate . AUB students today may not be living in the 

golden age of student activism, but activism at AUB remains 

an integral part of life on campus-and we can assume that it [Ol 
always will be! 



The Ahmed Abdul Aziz Al Katami Trading Room at the Olayan School of Business 

... l a s e wor aroun you-1 you on't 
keep pace with it, you're out of it~' 

-Dean Geo~e Najjar 

With a new gift to establish AUB's first trading room, the Suliman S. Olayan 
School of Business is ensuring that its students will be able to plug into 
financial markets in "real time." They're upping the ante on global education 
by bridging the gap between the textbook approach to finance and the real 
world-which is what the trading room is all about. 

The trading room, which is the result of a $500,000 pledge by 

the family of the late Ahmed Abdul Aziz Al Katami, will be an ultra 

modern facility that will give students a chance to see how financial 

markets work around the world. 

The family that made this gift possible has been tied to 

business-and to AUB-for many years. Born in 1923, Ahmed 

Abdul Aziz Al Katami started his business in his late twenties, after 

the discovery of oil in Kuwait. He was the first Kuwaiti to start a 

business in Dubai, sensing the potential of the Dubai market. He 

was also a liberal who believed in women's emancipation and 

encouraged his eight daughters to pursue their educations, which 

they did-at AUB, the American University in Cairo, and in the 

United States. After Ahmed Abdul Aziz Al Katami passed away in 

December 1995, his daughters wanted to make a unique gift to 

AUB in his memory. 

The gift holds a special significance for the family because 

several of Al Katami's daughters, who are also involved in business, 

graduated from AUB. Five sisters studied at AUB. The two 

youngest sisters attended the University of Southern California in 

Los Angeles, California. 

When Alya Al Katami, one of the eldest sisters, is asked 

about her AUB experience, she says "At AUB I had the opportunity 

to express my opinion freely and to have more self-confidence. I 

learned how to do my own research, something we were never 

asked to do in our high schools back home in the early 1960s. I 

was intrigued to see discussions and disputes about political issues, 

where you have the freedom to express your opinion. " 

According to Dean George Najjar, the new facility fits nicely 

with ongoing efforts at the school to adopt a more student-centered 

approach to learning. The trading room will boast technological 
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resources unparalleled in Lebanon, and 

introduce a new level of education for the 
Mr. Al Katami 

region. Students will tap into previously inaccessible databases and 

real time information analyses, using software including Bloomberg 

workstations, 30 ReutersXtra workstations, Reuters Research 

Knowledge, and Reuters Graphical Professional. The trading room 

will play a pivotal role in business school education for a large 

community of undergraduate, MBA, and Executive MBA students. 

It will also offer new possibilities for the executive education program 

and will attract researchers specializing in emerging markets, with 

The Al Katami family: Khalida. Alya, Wala, Khawla, Najwa, Abiya, Maha, and Yusra 
Al Katami. Five sisters passed through AUB: AJya has BA in Public Administration 

'68, Wala a BA in Public Administration '73, Khawla has a BA in Sociology '73, and 

Najwa a BA in Economics '75. Abiya studied at AUB for two years and left when the 
civil war started. The younger sisters studied abroad during the Lebanese civil war. 

special reference to the Middle East. 

Alya hopes that this gift will strengthen the business school 's 

future and add something special and unique to the faculty. And, 

like all proud AUBites, she hopes this will make the faculty one of 

the best schools on campus. 



You and your family are cordially invited to attend 
your Class Reunion! 

Mark the dates in your calendar now and plan to 
meet up with your fellow classmates back on the 
AUB campus. 

2006 marks the 140th anniversary of the 
founding of AUB - this will be a historic time to 
visit. The reunion weekend program will include: 

Opportunities to meet with President Waterbury 
and top AUB administrators as well as with 
current AUB students. 

A gala dinner, celebrating AUB's 140th 
anniversary. 

Opportunities for behind-the-scenes tours of your 
faculties and schools. 

Cultural and social activities for the entire family 
in Beirut and local sites of interest. 

Even though this will be only the sixth year AUB 
is holding the Class Reunion on campus, the 
annual event is already on its way to becoming 
a cherished tradition. More than a thousand 
alumni were part of the celebrations in 2005. 



Alumni Profile 

Writing 
Story 

History's 

Born in Boston and growing up primarily in Tehran, Jidejians story 

begins with a fateful visit to see her sister in Beirut in 1947. At the 

end of her vacation, her sister had a minor accident, obliging the 

young Nina Nazaretian to spend some time at the AUB Hospital. Here 

she happened to meet the esteemed surgeon Yervant Jidejian. The 

following year, they were married and Ninajidejian moved to Beirut. 

In 1949 the Jidejians celebrated the birth of their only child, Denise. 

As wife to the doctor serving as governor to the Lebanese 

chapter of the American College of Surgeons, Jidejian was often 

called upon to entertain visitors traveling to Lebanon to attend 

medical conferences. Along with organizing barbeques and swimming 

parties, she gave visiting doctors her own tours of Lebanon's many 

ancient wonders, based on what she could learn from the available 

guidebooks. After years of obliging her guests with tours, she decided 

it was time that she learned more about the ancient history of her 

adopted home. Jidejian started auditing classes at AUB, despite being 

both a mother and a decade older than most university students. 

Jidejian was no stranger to the University when she 

started attending classes and, indeed, her contributions are still very 

evident. She was one of the founding members and presidents of 

the Womens Auxiliary, which raises funds for AUBMC patients and 

medical students; she helped start the still active Bargain Box, a small 

store run by volunteers which supports the hospital through the sale 

of used clothing, books, and other gifts items; and she established 
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the coffee shop in the old surgical wing of the hospital in 1953. 

She describes these activities with warmth, remembering the close 

network of wonderful colleagues who shared her energy and vision. 

As an auditor, Jidejian recalls, "Because I wasn't always 

worrying about who I was going out with that night, I was getting 

much more from the courses than my younger colleagues." Given that 

this is a woman who could not be satisfied giving tours based solely 

on superficial guidebooks, it is not surprising that she soon sought to 

dedicate herself fully to being a student. Having already completed 

two years of university at the Sage Junior College in Tehran, Jidejian 

was given standing as a "junior" when she enrolled as a full-time 

student at AUB in 1961. 

Jidejian recalls her days at AUB fondly. Though an older 

student and the wife of a respected AUB doctor, she had to follow 

all the administrative protocols required of all students. "I asked for 

no favors and none were given to me," she says. Jidejian flourished 

in this challenging environment. She remembers AUB for its 

superb professors and gives specific credit to William A. Ward as a 

particularly supportive teacher. She was especially inspired in her 

study of the ancient world by her advisor and professor John Fairman 

Brown, from whom she learned the axiom of academic integrity she 

still lives by today: "Never go out on a limb; always site your sources." 

With these principles to guide her, Jidejian worked 

hard and fast. Despite her other responsibilities, she earned her 



BA in archaeology and history in 1963 and 

graduated with her MA in 1965. She produced 

a groundbreaking dissertation on Byblos that 

so impressed the faculty that her professors 

encouraged her to pursue publication. 

Alumni Profile 

At this juncture, Jidejian insists, luck 

played a large role in her life, as she believes it 

does in all lives. Standing timidly inside the Jesuit 

Brothers Publishing House with her revised thesis 

under her arm, she learned that the publishers Volunteers at the AUBMC coffee shop Jidejian with one of her many books 

were currently working on a series of English language books on 

Lebanon's archaeological sites. Whether it was due to luck or the 

quality of her research and writing, her thesis was immediately 

accepted as part of this project and, once published in 1966, 

received international acclaim. 

Jidejian has since written books on all of Lebanon's famous 

archaeological sites, as well as a book on the Michel Edde coin 

collection and a companion to Liban l'autre rive, an exposition in 

Paris. These works have earned praise from 

noted academics worldwide, as well as from 

the presidents of Greece and Lebanon. 

One might ask, after thirty years 

and fifteen books, what more is there to 

write about? This question would never 

occur to Jidejian. When asked how she 

came to write her most recent book, Animals 

of Lebanon in Antiquity, f ram A to Z, she 

answered with two very simple statements. 

"First of all, l love animals. And, it's never 

been done before." These two principles, 

a love of her material and a desire to 

investigate new 

topics, keep 

both her interest 

and her writing 

fresh and alive. 

Jidejian varies 

her audience as 

well, reaching 

beyond 

academic 

circles. Animals 

of Lebanon in 

Antiquity is more 

of a picture book 

Jidejian's retreat 1n Yarze 

than anything else and is intended to "be something interesting for 

all ages. " 

"What is very rewarding is that l learn as I write," explains 

Jidejian. While researching depictions of ancient animals in museum 

objects and mosaics, she discovered the importance of specific 

animals to various cultures. With obvious delight, she explained in 

detail her findings on the symbolic meaning of the vulture to ancient 

Egyptian civilization. "Every day I realize I know nothing," she says 

in complete solemnity. "You always have more to learn." 

This is clearly a heartfelt sentiment. Having already learned 

enough to fill-and write-a book on Sidon, Jidejian is returning 

to this ancient site for a fresh analysis. She is currently working on 

a revised, enlarged edition of her Sidon work, incorporating new 

research and recent findings. She describes these new developments 

the way a mystery writer might explain the exciting plot twistings of 

their upcoming whodunit and, indeed, Jidejian really does bring out 

the 'story' in history 

Having remained in Lebanon throughout the war years, 

Jidejian has lived through some very traumatic experiences. The 

beautiful home in Yarze that she shared with her husband until his 

death in 1989 sits in what was called the Triangle of Death, where 

bombing from the sea and the mountains converged for fifteen 

years. Throughout this long and violent period , Jidejian continued 

to research and publish, though her access to AUB was completely 

cut off during that time. She used the resources at the Bibliotheque 

Oriental to continue her work, but risked her life every time she 

made a visit to her publisher, the Jesuit Brothers. 

Speaking with obvious respect and affection, she describes 

her late husband's philosophy that kept them in Lebanon throughout 

the war. "I have seen the good days of Lebanon and Lebanon has 

made me," Dr. Jidejian used to say He would not abandon his 

home. Thankfully, Nina Jidejian has not abandoned her home either, 

and she continues to provide the world with new perspectives of 

Lebanon, based on sound research and presented with the 

fresh eye of a lifelong student. [@] 
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AUB Reflections 

Speaking with 

Fuad Haddad 

When did you arrive at AUB? 

While I was teaching at the International College (IC), I decided 

to continue my education at AUB. I enrolled as a student in 194 7, 

got my BA in philosophy in 1957 and my MA in education in 

1960. I taught for a year at AUB and then left in 1961 when l 

received a scholarship to study at the University of Chicago. When 

I graduated from Chicago in 1965 with my PhD in education, I 

received an urgent telegram from Habib Kurani, the chairman of 

the AUB Education Department at the time, urging me to "come 

back immediately." I turned down other job offers to give AUB 

precedence and returned to teach in the Education Department 

where I continued to teach even after I took on the role of registrar 

in 1972. I always kept teaching one course while I worked as an 

administrator though the registrar had the double responsibility 

for both admissions and registration. I've been here ever since. In 

that time, I've published two books with AUB Press-From the 

Vineyards of Lebanon: Poems by Khalil Hawi and Nadeem Naimy 

and Al-Farabi's Theory of Communication-and a number of 

articles. I was cofounder and president of the Arab Association of 

Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers, and helped to build 

and restructure the registrar offices at a number of universities in 

the Arab world. My official relationship with the University ended 

in 2001, but I still feel very connected. 

What was your first impression? 

AUB was not totally foreign to me when I started classes, since 

l was an IC teacher. I have incredible memories of my relations 

with the Philosophy Department, with which I had most of my 

contact. We had excellent professors. Every week, we had a 

philosophy circle, at which a student would give a paper in one 

of the professor's houses and both students and faculty would 

discuss what had been presented. l remember with great affection 

the late Professor Richard Scott and also Charles Malik and Ronald 

Puccetti. They were truly our friends. The relations between 
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students and professors were family relationships. We learned 

from them not only philosophy, but important lessons in attitudes, 

values, and how to develop relationships. The professors had the 

missionary spirit and they infused it into the University. 

Where did you teach most of your classes? 

I taught in Jesup Hall, in room 302, if I remember correctly. l 

was teaching a graduate course called Western Philosophy of 

Education, so I decided to develop a companion course called 

Arab Philosophy of Education that l gave in Arabic. l was very 

proud of this class, because there was no class, even at the 

Arab universities, that covered this topic; AUB was a pioneer in 

introducing this course. 

What was the biggest change you noticed while at AUB? 

As the student body and the administration have grown, the 

intimate relationships that I remember so fondly between students 

and professors have diminished. There are, of course, new 

buildings all over. I wished some of these buildings could have 

been built outside the campus, nearby, to save the green spaces 

here, but still our campus is as lovely as it used to be. 

What do you think your students most remember about your 

classes? 

I loved my courses. I involved my students in the discussions, but 

I made a big effort not to let the discussion go astray. I also tried 

hard to make each lecture connect to the previous lesson and I 

"I was a particular target because we had 

recently expelled 101 students from the 

University and I was the one who signed the 

dismissals ... " 



Professor Emeritus Fuad Haddad 

would give a summary at the end of what had been discussed. 
hope these are the things that students remember. 

Did you stay at AUB throughout the war (1975-1990)? 
I was here at AUB throughout the war. Many left and I was often 
alone with just one other colleague in the Registrar's Office, 

but all during that time, we graduated students on time . We 
went through some very hard times. It was difficult to commute 
between East and West Beirut so we opened the Off Campus 
Program in Achrafieh. In this way, we never stopped providing 

education to students. 

Do you have particular memories from those years? 
The Registrar's Office was really a focal point for the community's 

concerns during those years. Those who wanted to have their 
friends or family admitted as students put us under great 
pressure . At times we were threatened. 

I remember one incident quite clearly: I was in my office 

at College Hall-the old College Hall of course- when I heard 
that a student had killed two deans in the building. I went up to 
the third floor to see what was going on and the student caught 
me, holding a pistol in one hand and a hand grenade in the 
other. I was a particular target because we had recently expelled 
101 students from the University and I was the one who signed 

the dismissals. He told me, "Stand by the wall, sir." The only 
relieving word was "sir," but with or without that word, I still 

had to do as I was told. I stood still as other administrators came 
out of the offices and were similarly detained in the corridor. 
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At some point, I started inching along the wall, seeing if I 
could make an escape. But the student noticed and told me if I 

moved another inch, he would shoot me. When he had caught 
about 12 administrators, I started moving again, gradually shifting 
towards the Comptroller's Office . All of a sudden, one of the 
secretaries rushed by (the student had not detained the female 
staf0 and pushed me into the Comptroller's Office, jumped in 
behind me, and slammed the door. I don't know why the student 
didn't shoot me straight away, but in this way I was saved. 

I had other threats from political parties, insisting that I admit 
their students to the University, but I stood very firm. I didn't 
succumb to the pressure. I told these people who would threaten 

me and my staff to follow protocol: submit an application and if 
the applicant deserved admittance, they would be admitted. I used 

good, polite language to calm them down. I would say things like, 
"God willing, we will see how we can help," and they would go 

away satisfied, even though they had gotten nothing out of me. 
I had a Shiite secretary who resigned during those years and 

many political parties demanded that I appoint a member from 
their ranks as her replacement. I refused. One afternoon, while 

walking under the banyan tree on my way to Jesup Hall to give 
the course I always taught, I was detained by a student-a student 

I knew-who insisted that their political ally be appointed to the 
secretarial post. I told the student I was on my way to teach, but 

made an appointment to meet him after class under the same tree. 
The student did not reappear. It seems that some people overheard 
us and may have counseled the student to stop threatening me. 

I suppose that is an example of temperance shown by even 
fanatical students, and I'd like to mention another. In 1973, the 

students went on strike and occupied all the university buildings. 
They came to occupy my office. I told them, "I have all of your 
records here , this is a student office ." I said that if I had to leave 
my office, I would ask that they not disturb these files. And they 
did not. They went so far as to lock the office and leave one 

student outside as a guard . They had some respect for the office, 
and luckily I had a good relationship with some of the students. 

I remember, too, after the bombing of College Hall, my staff 

and I searched through the debris and collected every record and 
document related to the Registrar's Office. We found that only one 
record was missing. We contacted Landry Slade at the New York 
office and retrieved the record from microfilms that I used to send 
to them as backup. 

Do you have something you would like to say to your former 
students? 
In my relationship with my students, I was a professor, but mainly 

I felt like an advisor. I hope that I helped them follow 
certain values, and the one value that I cherish the most is 
love. I loved my students and still do. 
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MainGate Connections 

Write to us! l mni reflecting on their AUB 
MainGate welcomes contrib~tion:~~~~h:i~ lives after AUB. Submissions 
experiences, as well as stories a lb Here Lokman I. Meho {BA 
may be sent to maingate@au~.ed~~s; in Kurdish history, and a l~t of 
·91, MA '96) recounts h~w an mte f t Library to Indiana University. 
encouragement, took him from Ja e 

I thought I would share how AUB changed my life. 

My grandparents moved to Lebanon from very poor 

villages in Northern Kurdistan in the 1920s and 1930s. They 

never sent my parents to school. Luckily, my parents did not do 

the same to their eight children - two brothers and six sisters. 

We all went to school. Because they were very poor, however, 

they could only send us to public schools, which, at the time 

(mid-1970s through the 1980s), were marred with problems 

ranging from lack of teachers and resources to control by 

militia groups. After high school, I was fortunate to receive a full 

scholarship from the Hariri Foundation to attend AUB. I earned 

a bachelor's degree in political science in 1991 . While working 

as a freelance bibliographer in the following year, I applied for the 

master's program in political science at AUB and was offered a 

full graduate assistantship by the department. I completed the 

master's degree in December 1995. 

I have been interested in reading history, geography, and 

biographical books since I was a teenager. My interest in libraries 

and research started when I attended AUB, especially after 

reading a comment in a book that said that there is not much 

written about the Kurds. I wanted to find out for myself if this was 

true or not. So, while taking English courses in preparation for 

AUB, I applied for a job at Jafet Library to develop my research 

skills. I started working in Jafet from the very first day of school-I 

think it was September 29, 1986. 

My work in Jafet and the education I received at AUB were 

turning points in my life and career, providing me with exceptional 

opportunities, experience, skills, and knowledge in retrieving, 

filtering, and organizing information. Recognizing the significance 

and value of access to information in research, I decided to 

compile and publish as many annotated bibliographies on the 

Kurds and Kurdistan as possible. To date, I have published three, 
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each of which contains annotations to over 800 books and 

articles. I also published two books on the Arab world. 

While completing my master's, the reference librarians at 

Jafet encouraged me to pursue a master's degree in Library 

Science in the United States. My family couldn't afford it, 

and when all else failed , my father sold his car and used all 

his savings to send me to school in the US. It was not an 

easy decision to make or agree with. I eventually decided to 

attend North Carolina Central University (NCCU) because of its 

affordability and location-the Research Triangle Park. 

NCCU faculty members encouraged me to pursue a 

doctoral degree at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

(UNC). A few weeks after I applied, I was offered an admission 

with a full scholarship. In November 2001, I successfully 

defended my dissertation and received my PhD degree. After 

three years at the School of Information Science and Policy as an 

assistant professor, I joined the School of Library and Information 

Science (SLIS) at Indiana University. I am planning to apply for 

tenure and promotion to associate professor in September 2007. 

My achievements since I came to the US are thanks to the 

support I received and continue to receive from many people, 

including my parents and siblings, the late Prime Minister Rafik 

Hariri, AUB, and my advisors and colleagues at NCCU, UNC, 

and SLIS. 

Thanks to them all. 

Lokman I. Meho, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

Indiana University Bloomington 

School of Library and Information Science: 

meho@indiana.edu 

http://www.slis .indiana.edu/faculty/meho/ 



MIDDLE EAST 
Jordan 
AUB alumni in Jordan have been busy. The chapter, which 
has been renting offices for the last three decades, will soon 
be moving to its own premises in the heart of Amman. Guests 
with inquiries about AUB and its alumni in Jordan will be 
welcomed at the chapter's new location starting in summer 
2006. The chapter's social and cultural activities and its club 
meetings will all take place at the new location. 

In October 2005, the chapter held a Ramadan suhur that 
attracted young AUB alumni and friends, who came to play 
bingo and listen to live music. 

Members of the AUB Alumni Association Implementation 
Task Force, headed by Mohammad Matar, visited Amman in 
December 2005 to meet with members of the board of the 
AUB Alumni Chapter in Jordan to discuss plans for the new 
worldwide alumni association. They also met with a number 
of AUB alumni. 

On February 25, the chapter's Young Alumni Committee 
organized a general knowledge contest, sponsored by the 
Arab Bank. Proceeds from the event will be donated to the 
chapter's scholarship fund . 

NORTH AMERICA 

Arizona alumni forming new chapter 

Arizona Chapter 
On Saturday April 8, over fifty guests gathered for a potluck 
picnic in Phoenix. Enthusiastic AUB alumni, young and old, 
turned out for this first gathering of its kind in Arizona. Dr. 
Philip Khairallah, organizer of the picnic, led to efforts to 
establish AUB's first alumni chapter in the state. 

Greater Washington Chapter 
On March 11, the Washington chapter presented !Site, a one
woman play starring Arab-American performing artist Leila 
Buck. Organized in collaboration with the Center for Global 
South at American University, the event was held at the Kay 
Center and attended by 200 alumni, friends, and students, 
who enjoyed hearing about Leila's experiences as an Arab
American living abroad. The daughter of a Lebanese AUB 

Alumni Activities 

Presentation of /Sile 

alumnus, Hala Lababidi (BA '65) and an American diplomat 
father, Stephen Buck, Leila grew up in Kuwait, Oman, Iraq, 
Canada, and Washington, DC before becoming an actress 
and educator in New York. Written and performed by Leila, 
the play focuses on her experiences and those of her 
Lebanese and American family members, tracing lives lived 
in constant transit and co-existence between many worlds. 
With great humor and honesty, Leila led the audience on 
a deeply personal and yet ultimately very universal journey. 
Yasmine Attieh (Treasurer, BA '97, MBA '00) welcomed the 
audience and thanked professor Clovis Maksoud for donating 
the use of the center. Maksoud (BA '49) noted that the arts 
were often a particularly effective vehicle for dialogue and 
harmony between diverse cultures and societies. Following 
her performance, Ms. Buck invited comments and feedback 
from the audience, after which guests were treated to a light 
reception. The Executive Committee is grateful to Hoda Khouri 
(BA '77, MS '79) and Rose Debbas (BA '65) for assisting with 
all the arrangements. 

Ottawa Chapter: 
Mounir Abou Debs on 
Theater in Lebanon 
A fortuitous encounter on the steps 
of the Temple of Jupiter during a 
Fairouz performance in 1960 led to the 
creation of the first school of theater 
in Lebanon. Thus reminisced Mounir 
Abou Debs, founder of the school 

Mounir Abou Debs 

and artistic director of the Baalbek Festival for ten years, 
before a gathering of Ottawa chapter alumni and friends on 
January 19. "What would it take to keep you in Lebanon" 
asked Salwa Es-Said to the young "Parisian" on sabbatical 
in his native land. "A school of theater" was the answer. 
The school in Manara was conceived within 24 hours of that 
conversation and thrived with the help of many supporters, 
actors, translators, and writers. 
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Alumni Activit ies 

The school staged its first play at West Hall and was to 
become the engine for an important theatrical movement in the 
culturally active period of the 1960s and early 1970s in Beirut. 
Its goals were to train actors, to create a theatrical group, and to 
inform the public. People, to Abou Debs' astonishment, were 
receptive to important texts-both classical and modern. In the 
summer months they would go by the hundreds to theaters 
constructed in the archaeological settings of Sidon, Tripoli, Jbeil, 
and Deir EI-Qamar; in the winter, they traveled to West Hall to 
see his plays. 

The civil war forced the closure of the school but did 
not silence its performers, some of whom joined international 
groups. Back in France, Abou Debs formed a theater group at 
La Rochelle, conducted research and workshops, and produced 
a few plays. Abou Debs resumed his activities in Lebanon in 
1996 and since then has made presentations in Beit Eddine, 
Tyr, and Baalbek. He also launched a yearly summer festival 
in his hometown of Freikeh. Times, however, changed as 
"entertainment" replaced serious theater. To establish a link 
with the creativity of the diaspora, Abou Debs suggested that 
the audience think about the world 's opposing cultures and of 
how to tie them to Lebanon and the region . To attract interest 
in the theater, Abou Debs conducts workshops that invite young 
people to discover this world on their own. 

Rite of Spring: Ottawa Chapter's Annual Sugarbush 
Pancake Breakfast 
As the heavy winter begins to lift in Canada, the majestic maples 
start to stir. Although the night-time temperatures drop below 
zero, the days become steadily warmer and the maple trees 
begin to pump the sap that will feed the thawing buds. People 
long ago discovered that they could harvest the sap by diverting 
it into tubes and catching it in buckets. They would then 
concentrate it and end up with delicious brown maple syrup. (At 
one time, this would be done by dumping hot rocks in a dug
out trunk of a tree made into a trough!} It takes 50 liters of the 
colorless faintly sweet sap to produce just one liter of the "real 
thing." 

Left to right: Nouhad El-Eid Harnrnad, Sophie Vautour, her mother Chantal Abou 
Debs, N1zar Hammad, Mounir Abou Debs, Nada Tam1m and Elie Moussalli; seated is 
Maria Ghazzaoui 
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Many sugarbush farms, as they are known, use collection 
tubes, vacuum pumps, and other modern harvesting techniques 
to produce the syrup as well as other maple products these 
days. A spring ritual at these latitudes is to go to one of these 
enterprising farms for a hearty pancake breakfast - to throw off 
the effects of winter with a slight overdose of the delicious liquid. 
So, this is what we did. The Ottawa chapter made reservations 
for April 3 at Papineauville, the heart of "Quebecstan" an hour's 
drive from Ottawa. Unfortunately, Mapquest's precise directions 
did not correspond very well with the road signs in rural Quebec, 
and as a result two out of the three cars in our convoy got slightly 
lost. They eventually found their way to the farm, however, and 
were well rewarded. 

As if the breakfast itself was not enough, the ticket entitled 
us to a departing treat. We all filed into another farm building 
to find a U-shaped trough filled with clean snow that was being 
drowned in syrup. Sixty seconds later, the syrup solidified 
enough to be rolled up with a popsicle stick. We headed out the 
door with maple taffy in hand, feeling ten years old again! 

Southern California Chapter 
On January 15, the Southern California chapter hosted a 
reception for Steve Jeffrey, AUB Vice President for Development 

AUB's Southern Californian bowling learn 

and External Relations. Jeffrey briefed alumni about recent 
developments at the University, the progress of the $140-million 
fundraising campaign, and the establishment of the new AUB 
Alumni Association . 

On a more casual note, the alumni of the Southern 
California chapter beat the winter blues with a get together last 
February at a bowling alley. 

Toronto Chapter 
On Sunday, March 26, more than 80 AUB alumni and their 
families gathered for an early spring brunch at Tucker's 



NY EVENT: AUB Hosts 
Fairouz Film Screening Benefit 
On February 7, 185 alumni and friends attended a sold-out, 
standing room only screening of the film "We Loved Each Other 

So Much," by director Jack Janssen. The AUB New York Office 

and ArteEast co-sponsored the event to raise money for financial 
aid and scholarships through the Annual Fund. Janssen, who 

received special recognition from AUB, remarked, "The reactions 

of the audience were very rewarding... I felt really touched by 

the honor AUB gave me." The film documents Beirutis' love for 

Lebanese singer Fairouz. Through her music, they reveal their life 
stories and narrate the dramatic history of Lebanon's Civil War. 

The film prompted a wide range of reactions that were nostalgic, 

moving, and personal: 

AUB friends Suad Sommereyns, Anie Katchadourian, and Robert Berry 

Lara Rabih Harik ('00):"The movie is a true homage to 

Fairouz ... A reminder of the horrible civil war days, and a wake

up call for all of us to prevent it from happening again. The movie 

also captures small details of our everyday lives and for someone 

who lives abroad, it makes you very nostalgic." 
AUB friend Todd Dorman, a descend

ant of AUB founder Daniel Bliss, was the first 

to purchase tickets. "There is an emotional 

realm beyond tragedy and joy where all the 

deepest matters of the heart seem to meld; 
this place looks very much like Beirut and 

sounds very much like Fairouz. The film is a 

beautiful and riveting portrait of the Lebanese 

spirit, and to see it in Manhattan with a crowd 
of AUB alums and supporters was kind of 

miraculous. It was like visiting Beirut again. 

I was thrilled to tell the rest of our stateside 

descendants of Daniel Bliss about the film." 

Director Jack Janssen and an attendee 

Alumni Activities 

AUB friends Todd and Beverly Dorman 

AUB friend Randa Aboul-Hosn ('81): "I had just 

moved to NY and was nostalgic for Beirut. The gather
ing after the movie was a testimony to what the movie 

stressed about Fairouz's songs-namely that they bring 

us together wherever we may be in the world ." 

Parviz Afnan ('68) "I very much enjoyed the film 
and reception. I met people that graduated from AUB 

the same year that I graduated. That was fun ." 

Anny Bakalian ('73) "I met people at the screen

ing who told me that the Fairouz film was the first time 

they had come to an AUB alumni function. Most of the 
people were new to me. I have been going to AUB 

events for a long time and have been organizing Middle 

Eastern events for five years as part of my job. " 



Left to right: Farid Najm, Maha Zabaneh. Najwa Chalabi, Lina Badih and Kai Ornran 

Marketplace, a family-friendly restaurant centrally located north 

of downtown Toronto. Turnout was larger than expected and 

the place was buzzing with energy and good cheer-what you 

would expect when a group of AUBites gets together! There 

were no empty tables in the private room that had been booked 

MainGate recently caught up with 
Roula Fakhoury-Harb of the AUB 
Alumni Chapter in Oman 

When and why was the Oman Alumni Chapter started? 

It was started as a response to the collapse of College Hall in 

1991 . Fifteen years ago a group of people from AUB came to visit 

Youssef Zarrour, a friend of ours who lived in Oman at the time. 

Youssef is a devoted alumnus, and he came up with the idea of 

forming an alumni chapter in Oman to raise funds for rebuilding 

College Hall. It was very impromptu: we brewed our ideas for our 

first fundraising event over a good cup of hot coffee. Since that time 

our commitment has never wavered. It goes without saying that we 

could never have been as successful as we have been without the 

strong support of our friends and fellow alumni in Oman. 

What kind of fundraising events does the chapter organize? 

Every year we host a very large gala dinner for around 300 guests, 

and we raise substantial funds from that event. It's very formal, 

but fun-classy with good entertainment. We believed from the 

beginning in keeping the standards high. We attract many people 

from our expatriate community, but there are locals as well, 

because frankly we're the hottest ticket in town! Considering the 

small group of alumni here in Muscat, we manage to attract a wide 

variety of people, and we're very pleased about that. 

What's the secret of your success? 

The chapter is a small and dedicated group of around eight 

members. People come and go, but the size of the group is pretty 

stable. What never changes at all is that we support each other 

in a truly friendly and supportive atmosphere. We all work well 

together and we get inspiration from one another. My husband 

Kamil Harb has been the coordinator of the Oman chapter for 

the past ten years . Along with our other committee members, his 

commitment is very strong. So, I guess I'd have to say that our 

secret is good vibes and great vitality! 
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for the function . AUB calendars, mugs, and sweaters were on 

display-available to alumni for a small donation. All alumni 

received AUB pins from AANA's New York office. 

This is the second event for the relatively new Executive 

Committee in Toronto. Other events are planned, including a 

meeting with AANA Board Member Hikmat Nasr. As a member 

of the AUBAA Implementation Task Force, Nasr is visiting the 

three Canadian chapters to solicit feedback from alumni and 

update them on the progress that the ITF has made to date. 

The Executive Committee in Toronto is also contemplating 

a picnic or a cruise in Lake Ontario this summer. For more 

information on the chapter, contact chapter secretary Lina Badih 

at lina@billetdoux.ca. 

What is your role? 

I coordinate the logistics and the creative ideas for the event: 

the theme of the party for that year, the program design and 

content, decorations, entertainment, food, sponsorships, etc. Of 

course, none of this would happen without the help of my fellow 

committee members. I think it's amazing that we're able to do 

some pretty heavy lifting in such a relaxed atmosphere. 

What's next? 
We are planning a big celebration in April 2007 to mark the 140th 

Anniversary of AUB. We are excited to honor the long history of 

our great University. 

The Oman Chapter is lucky to have such a dynamic 

husband-wife team. Can you tell us a little bit about 

yourselves? 
I graduated from AUB in 1980 with a BA in political studies 

and public administration. My husband, who is an engineer, 

graduated in 1978. We moved to Oman in 1980. We've been 

married for 25 years, and we have two sons; Anees who is 20 

and is studying economics in Chicago at Northwestern University, 

and Zeid who is 17 and will join his brother at the same university 

in September to study industrial engineering. We have raised our 

family in Oman, and we all love it here and consider it home. 

Any closing thoughts? 

When our friend Youssef Zarrour, the founder of the Oman 

Chapter, moved to Dubai in 1995, he asked my husband to take 

over the leadership of the chapter. Since that date, we've been 

doing our best to fulfill our promise to Youssef to support our 

beloved alma mater. 

We are very proud of the fact that the Oman chapter has 

brought awareness about AUB to the community, as well as 

provided strong support to prospective students. We've had a 

good time and we hope to keep it up for many years to come! 



l Class Notes 

1940s 1950s Commonwealth University and served as a medical consultant 

Philip A. Khairallah, MD Ghazi Koraitem {BBA '57) 
in hospital pharmacy from the in France and Germany. Upon 

(BS '47) studied for two has recently replaced Adnan 
University of Wisconsin . He returning to AUB, Kuzayli 

years at AUB's Faculty of Kassar as chairman of the 
is a diplomat of the American assumed responsibility 

Medicine before transferring Chamber of Commerce and 
College of Healthcare for setting up the Middle 

to Columbia University in Industry in Beirut, Lebanon. 
Executives. No stranger to the East Medical Management 

New York. After 44 years 
AUB Hospital, Kuzayli worked Company and executed its first 

at the Cleveland Clinic, he 1960s at AUBMC as chief pharmacist contract for the operation and 

moved to Scottsdale, Arizona, Adnan Dakkuri (BS 
(1967-71 ), as assistant management of Consulting 

and is presently pursuing Pharm.,'62; faculty member, 
hospital director (1973-76) and Clinics Beirut. He returns to 

cardiovascular research at the '68-'75) has been elected for 
as director of AUBMC (1976- AUB after more than twenty 

Sun City Research Institute. a second term as president 
83). He then worked in Saudi years in the private health 

He has five children-one of the Academic Senate 
Arabia, where he managed services sector in the region . 

in Chicago, three in the at Ferris State University. 

Cleveland area, and one with Dakkuri, who is currently a Fadi F. Attiyeh (MD '69) was 

him in Scottsdale. He also has professor of pharmaceutics at recently elected president 

six grandchildren. Khairallah Ferris State University in Big of The New York Surgical 

still keeps in touch with his old Rapids, Michigan, was recently Society, the oldest surgical 

friends in Beirut, Raif Nassif awarded the International society in North America, and 

and Munir Shamma'a. His late Educator of the Year Award. president elect of the New 

brother, George, taught English York Cancer Society. Past 

literature at AUB for 30 years. Munthir Kuzayli (BS Pharm., presidents include Dr. Charles 

His youngest son will be '63) was appointed director McBurney (founding member) 

running in the Beirut Marathon of the AUB Medical Center and Dr. Allen 0. Whipple. 

in November. Khairallah (AUBMC) effective January several hospitals belonging He maintains his practice in 

himself hopes to visit Beirut 16, 2006. Kuzayli holds to the Ministry of Defense surgical oncology and colon 

next year. His e-mail address is master's degrees in hospital and Aviation and the National and rectal surgery and is chief 

frphilip@cox.net administration from Virginia Guard. Kuzayli has also of the Hepatobiliary Pancreatic 
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Fadi F. Attiyeh (MO '69) 

Service at St. Luke's-Roosevelt 

Hospital Center in New York 

City. Attiyeh may be reached 

in New York at (212) 307 -

1144: or ffa1@columbia.edu 

1970s 
Rose-Mary Boustany 

(BS '75, MD '79) , a third 

generation AUBite, was 

appointed chairperson of the 

Abu-Haidar Neuroscience 

Institute and professor of 

biochemistry and pediatrics 

Rose-Mary Boustany (BS 
'75, MD '79) 

at AUB in January 2006. 

Her tasks include directing 

a multidisciplinary program 

of neurosciences and 

psychiatry, with the goal of 

creating a center of excellence 

for the neurosciences. 

Boustany trained in 

neurology, neurogenetics, 

and neurochemistry at 

Massachusetts General 

Hospital of the Harvard 

Medical School. She 

subsequently moved to Duke 

in 1988, where she became a 
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tenured professor of pediatrics 

and neurobiology. 

She is internationally 

recognized as a leader in 

neurogenetics and a world 

authority on Batten Disease 

and, since 1987, has received 

funding from the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) for 

her work in cell death in the 

nervous system. She is also 

a reviewer for NIH intramural 

and extramural programs, the 

Federal Drug Administration, 

the March of Dimes, and the 

Alzheimer's Association. She 

can be reached via e-mail at 

rb50@aub.edu.lb. 

Ara Tekian (BS '75 , MS 
'79, PhD '81) is professor 

of medical education and 

director of International 

Programs at the University 

of Illinois at Chicago. He is 

the program chair (Division I 

- Education in the Professions) 

for the 2006 annual meeting 

of the American Educational 

Research Association in 

San Francisco in April. In 

November 2005, Tekian was 

the keynote speaker at the 

first International Conference 

on Medical Education at 

Billroth House, Vienna. 

This was just one of many 

speaking engagements 

for Tekian in 2005 - a year 

in which he traveled to 

speak at conferences in 

Edinburgh, Scotland; lamir, 

Turkey; Santiago, Chile; and 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Tekian was the president of 

the Alumni Association of 

North America from 2002 to 

2004. 

Walid Itani (BE '79) is project 

engineer at the Structural 

Department of Khatib 

and Alami, a consolidated 

engineering company in 

Lebanon. 

1980s 
Father Elias Nassar (BE 
'83) was elected patriarch 

of the Maronite community 

in Saida, Lebanon. Father 

Nassar earned a degree in 

theology from the University 

of Kaslik in 1989, and 

subsequently served the 

Maronite church in a number 

of different capacities. The 

Council of Ministers headed 

by the Maronite Patriarch 

of Lebanon, Mar Nasrallah 

Butrus Sfeir, elected Father 

Nassar Patriarch of Saida on 

September 22, 2005. 

Ramzi Sabra (MD, '85) was 

appointed assistant dean 

Rarnzi Sabra (MO, '85) 

of Medical Education at the 

Faculty of Medicine in January 

2006. 

Amer Fathallah (BE, '87) 

is chief engineer at the 

Clemenceau Medical Center

Johns Hopkins, Beirut. 

Rana Zeine (MD '87) 
recently joined the faculty 

of Northwestern University 

in Chicago. Before going to 

Northwestern University's 

Cancer Center, Zeine was 

a research scientist at the 

Nathan S. Kline Institute 

Center for Dementia in New 

York. She received her 

PhD from McGill University's 

Neurological Institute in 1993, 

and completed her residency 

training in anatomic pathology 

and neuropathology at the 

Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine in New York in 

2004. Her publications in 

neuroimmunology are heavily 

cited, and she is listed in 

Marquis's Who 's Who in 

America and in the Who 's 
Who of American Women. 

She may be reached at 
r-zeine@northwestern.edu 

1990s 
Ammar Kanaan (BE '90) 
is currently chairman of the 

Beirut Container Terminal 

Consortium in Beirut , Lebanon. 

Wassim Labban (BS '95) has 

been in the United States since 

May 2002. He is an assistant 

professor of chemistry at 

Thomas University in south 

Georgia, and an on-line 

facilitator for the Art Institute 

Online based in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. He is married 

and has a three-year old son. 

Labban, who is planning to 

visit Lebanon (and AUB) in 

2006, would like to hear from 

other AUBites in the Atlanta 

region. He can be contacted at 

wlabban@thomasu.edu . 

2000s 
Lara Harik (MD, '00) is the 

recipient of one of the three 

$25,000 scholars research 

fellowships awarded by 

the College of American 

Pathologists Foundation. The 



program was established to 
encourage young medical 
investigators to develop 
independent and productive 

Lara Harik (MD '00) 

research careers and to 
pursue academic medicine. 
Harik's project , which is 
entitled "Risk Assessment 
Model for Superficial Urothelial 
Carcinoma," is designed to 
establish nomograms that 
incorporate multidisciplinary 
data to help medical 
professionals provide a more 
complete prognosis for bladder 
cancer. She is currently a 
resident in the Pathology 
Department at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer in New York. 
Harik was a member of AUB's 
first Strategic Task Force for 
Alumni Relations. 

Mira Kaddoura (BA '00) 
is art director at Wieden & 
Kennedy Inc, an advertising 
agency in Portland, Oregon, 
that recently produced a high
profile advertising campaign for 
Nike. Kaddoura has worked 
in Amsterdam and New York 
City and completed a master's 
degree in art direction at VCU 
Adcenter. On January 4 she 
visited AUB 's Department of 
Architecture and Design to 
give a "straight talk" on fai lure 
and success in the design 
world . 

Joy Khoriaty (BS '02) After 
completing his computer 
science degree at AUB, 
Khoriaty joined the Center 
for Advanced Mathematical 
Sciences (CAMS), where 
he was able to develop his 
skills in building, managing, 
and programming high-end 
servers and clusters. After 
three years in the intellectually 
stimulating environment 
at CAMS, he traveled to 
Edinburgh, Scotland, to study 

Architectural Competition 
of the Estonian National 
Museum." She designed the 
winning project jointly with 
architects Dan Dorell (Italy) 
and Tsuyoshi Tane (Japan). 
The project is scheduled for 
completion in 2009. Ghotmeh 
works in Paris and London, 
and collaborates frequently 
with Dorell and Tane. 

Yara Tumeh (MA '04) moved 
to Atlanta, Georgia, about 

for a master's degree in high a year ago. Having earned 
performance computing (HPC). a master's in pharmacology 

Joy Khoriaty (BS '02) 

from AUB, she is now in the 
process of gett ing registered 
in the United States. She 
passed the first of three exams 
last June and wi ll be eligible to 
take the remaining two exams 
after she completes her 1 ,500-
hour internship at Walgreens 
Pharmacy. Tumeh has settled 
in Atlanta to be closer to her 
uncle, Sabah Tumeh (AUB 
'85) , who is a radiologist. 

Sahar Farhat (BS '05) is 
living in Beirut and interning 

Class Notes 

at Development and 
Environment Magazine, 
a publication that covers 
environmental and scientific 
issues in the Middle East. She 
can be reached at farhat_ 
sahar@hotmail.com 

Sarni Oubari (BBA '05) is 
pursuing his master's degree in 
administration in management 
at Concordia University, 
Montreal. He is planning to 
work for a couple of years in 
Montreal before returning to 
Lebanon. 

Rami Salameh (BS '05) is 
currently a journalist at the 
Beirut-based Middle East 
Reporter, a daily digest 
for political and economic 
developments in the Middle 
East and North Africa. He is 
also head of quality control 
for the Beirut branch of 
Earth Time Group, an African 
geological and environmental 
consultation company based in 
Liberia. He can be reached at 
rsalameh@earthtimegroup.com 

After graduation, he was hired 
by the Edinburgh Parallel 
Computing Center, a leading 
European HPC center, to work 
on building a supercomputer 
based on FPGA. As the 
project prototype approached 
completion, Joy was offered 
an opportunity to join the MIT 
Nuclear Science Laboratory 

send class notes to 
maingate@aub.edu.lb 

to work on optimizing particle 
physics codes on their 
newly acquired Blue Gene 
supercomputer. He has 
recently settled in Boston and 
can be reached at 
eleventails@eleventails.com. 

Lina Ghotmeh (BE '03) won 
first prize in the "International 
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In Memoriam 

Sania Haroun-Bizri 

Sania Haroun-Bizri, a profes-

sor in AUB's Department of 

Anesthesiology, died on February 

15 at the age of 59. After graduat

ing from St. Joseph University in 

Beirut in 1972, she did her resi

dency in anesthesiology at AUB and later a research fellowship 

at McGill University, Canada. She joined AUB's Department of 

Anesthesiology in 1980. In 2001 , she became the first woman in 

the department to be promoted to full professor. 

Bizri was president of the Lebanese Society of 

Anesthesiologists and Intensive Care. In addition to being a 

member of the Lebanese Chapter of International Association 

for the Study of Pain, she served as the executive secretary of 

the 8th Pan Arab Congress of Anesthesia and Intensive Care in 

September 2004. 

She is survived by her husband, Saad Bizri, and three sons, 

Samer, Amer, and Fadi. 

Ricardus Michel Haber (BS '72, MS '77) 
Lebanese environmentalist Ricardus Michel Haber died on 

January 1 at the age of 54. He taught at AUB's Department 

of Biology from 1976 until 1994. Haber was the founder 

of many environmental organizations, including Friends of 

Nature at AUB, the Friends of Horsh Ehden, and the Bsharri 

Environmental Organization. His 

intensive public awareness efforts 

on behalf of protected lands were 

instrumental in the official designation 

of Horsh Ehden as a national reserve 

in 1992. 

After receiving degrees in biology 

and marine sciences, he pursued 

his PhD at AUB from 1979 to 1981 . 

He later published the results of his research, entitled "The 

Effects of DDT and its Derivatives on the Intestinal Transport of 

Alanine." He also published a number of eco-guides, books, 

and studies on the flora and habitats of Lebanon. 

He is survived by his wife Myrna Semaan , also a botanist, 

with whom he discovered and studied three wildflowers in 

Lebanon. 

Elizabeth Burroughs Scott 

Elizabeth Burroughs Scott, former instructor in AUB's 

Department of English, died on January 10 in Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania. Born in Nashville, North Carolina, in 1920, she 
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received her BA from the University of North Carolina Woman's 

College in 1942 and her MA in comparative literature from 

Columbia University in 1943. 

She traveled to Beirut in 1948 to marry Richard H. Scott, a 

professor of philosophy, and taught in the Communication Skills 

Program for many years (1954-61, 1965-84). 

She was a founder, secretary, and president of Americans 

for Justice in the Middle East, Lebanon. When she retired with 

her husband to Gettysburg in 1984, she helped establish the 

Interfaith Center for Justice and Peace and was active in many 

projects, including the Project Gettysburg-Leon, Mediation 

Services of Adams County, the Conflict Resolution and Global 

Interdependence Group, and the Pennsylvania Coalition for the 

Abolition of the Death Penalty. 

In 2001 , she received the Peacemaker Award from the 

Interfaith Center for Justice and Peace. 

Olga Assaf Wahbe (BA '28) 

Olga Assaf Wahbe, the first AUB alumna from Jerusalem, 

passed away on February 25 in Beit Jala, Palestine. She was 

born on March 23, 1904. 

Olga attended the British High 

School and the British Girls School 

in Jerusalem, where she earned her 

teaching diploma. She majored in 

history upon receiving a scholarship to 

study at AUB in 1925. 

After returning to Jerusalem 

to work as lecturer at the Women's 

Teachers College, she received a fellow

ship to study in London. She later returned to Jerusalem to work 

as vice principal and later as acting principal of the Women's 

Training College. After serving in Amman as Assistant Deputy 

Minister of Education, she established the Teachers' Training 

School for Girls in Ramallah, and was its principal until 1965. 

She was a board member of Bir Zeit University, the Good 

Shepherd Swedish School in Bethlehem, the YWCA, the Dar 

al-Awlad School, and the Mennonite School in Beit Jala. She sat 

on the advisory board of the Orthodox Palestinian Society, and 

was a member of the Jordanian Higher Council for Education. 

She received the Patriarchate Contemporary Emblem, 

the King Hussein of Jordan Education Medal, the Orthodox 

Palestine Society Gold Medal, and the King Gustav of Sweden 

North Polar Star Medal for education. 

She is survived by her sister Louba Breen, her nieces Vera 

Hudson, Tatiana Butter, Lily Porter, and Nelly Barrett, and her 

nephew Samer Wahbe. 






