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Beyond Our Gates: 
Working to Build the Future of Lebanon and the Region 

Features: 
Beyond Our Gates 
Read about some of the community projects that are taking place 

on and off campus from the participants themselves. They'll 

tell you about the reconstruction of Bint Jbeil in south Lebanon, 

volunteering at the Children's Cancer Center of Lebanon, the 

establishment of a university in Oman, and much more. 

2,230 Ships, 127,656 containers, 
1 Transport Research Unit 
Simply put, AUB 's Transport Research Unit (TRU) helps make 

the Beirut Port work. The TRU advises the Beirut Container 

Terminal Consortium on operations to manage the comings and 

goings of thousands of ships and their cargoes in a relentless 

drive to improve efficiency. TRU's next project: Lebanon's public 

transportation system. 
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In Our History 
Pre-Ping Pong: Abdel Satar Traboulsi Kicks Off Sports at AUB and 

in Lebanon 

Cross-Pollination: Spreading the Seed of 
Advocacy 
For more than 50 years, the Agricultural Research and Education 

Center (AREC) has been a pioneering farm advocating for change 

through teaching and research on behalf of Lebanese farming 

communities. 
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MainGate Winter 2007: 

New Year, New Look! 
Dear Alumni and Friends, 

Thank you! Nearly 1,000 of you responded to our survey, and 

we want to share some of what we learned with you. (You will find 

more detailed survey results in MainGate on-line.) Most wrote that 

they rely on MainGate to keep them connected to the University: 

in fact , 73 percent reported that most of their information about 

AUB comes from the magazine. The following subjects topped 

the list of interests: stories about Lebanon , university history/ 

nostalgia, alumni profiles and accomplishments, campus news, and 

faculty research and profiles. We've listened to your suggestions 

and have reorganized the magazine into three major sections: 

Features: 

In addition to fewer, more in-depth stories , we will also 

include a regular article on the history of AUB. 

Inside the Gate: 

This is where you'll find information about what's 

happening on campus, including the Campaign for 

Excellence Update and pieces by AUB students . 

Beyond Bliss Street: 

All items related to our alumni and friends , including Alumni 

Activities , Class Notes , Reflections, and In Memoriam. 

We've dedicated this issue to another topic that interests 

many of you: AUB's involvement with the community. In 

addition to in-depth looks at specific projects in agriculture and 

transportation/ infrastructure, we also turn the light on just a 

few of the many students , professors, and friends of AUB who 

are involved in community projects. In "Beyond Our Gates," 

they will show you how AUB is linking up with communities 

far beyond our campus. Despite recent and ongoing events in 

Lebanon , many of these activities continue. As long as the need 

is there-and the need is always there-AUB is there too. 

Your feedback and contributions are invaluable. Please don't 

wait until the next survey to let us know what you like, don't like, 

and what you hope to see in the future. We want to hear from you. 

Ada H. Porter and Ibrahim Khoury 

Coeditors, MainGate 

maingate@aub.edu.lb 
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On "A Visit to the Alumni in 
Iraq", Winter 2006, Vol. IV, 
No.2 

To the Editors: 

I read with great pleasure your 

recent article about President Dodge's 

trip to Iraq in 194 7. It seems that 

President Dodge, his wife, and a large 

number of guests visited with relatives 

of my husband, Hekmat Tamimie, in 

Iraq. My husband remembers visiting 

that same group of relatives when he 

was a young boy when he was living 

in Iraq with his American mother, Iraqi 

father, brothers, and sister. Hekmat 

left Iraq as a child, but continues to 

have some very fond and vivid mem

ories of his childhood there. He also 

attended AUB as a junior year abroad 

student in 1973, during the October 

1973 war. 

It is a very, very small world. We 

always enjoy reading stories like this in 

MainGate. Keep up the good work. 

Thank you, 

Rose and Hekmat Tamimie 

King of Prussia, PA 

On "Nature in the Design", 
Spring 2006, Vol. IV, No. 3 
To the Editors: 

I very much enjoyed the article 

about campus landscaping in your 

spring 2006 issue. The comment from 

Jala Makhzoumi that her students had 

"to argue against common misconcep

tions that landscape design is about 

beautifying open spaces with exot-

from the historical account of cam

pus landscaping , namely a mention of 

someone who made important contri

butions to it and would also have been 

delighted to read those words: my 

father, William A. West. Especially in 

the years after 1941 , when he stayed 

in Beirut after his family returned to 

the United States during the war, 

until his retirement from the Chemistry 

Department in 1959, he took an active 

interest in campus plantings, bring

ing in native trees and shrubs, corms, 

and bulbs, from his Sunday hikes 

up the Beirut River Valley. In a let

ter to my mother of March 2, 1942, 

he wrote: "Those [Judas tree] seed

lings we brought from Aley last year 

have grown well , and forty or fifty will 

be ready to set out next year." His 

wartime letters, which will go to the 

Archives in the Jafet Library, are full of 

references like that, including hands

on attention even to details like prun

ing. He had the support of Buildings 

and Grounds through its director Aziz 

Nahas, a long-time friend, and the 

two of them shaped much of the still

existing landscape of the campus. My 

roots in Lebanon are extremely deep, 

perhaps like those of an old kharoub, 

and I still get a lump in my throat even 

at the thought of that glorious view 

beyond Marquand House. 

Sincerely, 

David West 

Blacksburg, VA 

ic plants," and the words of Salma "From the President" and 
Talhouk about the preservation and "Focus on Recovery", Fall 
introduction of native plants, resonated 2006, Vol. V, No. 1 
strongly with me from my experiences To the Editors: 

as a young naturalist on the AUB cam- I read the fall issue of MainGate 

pus in the years 1946-49. with great interest and admiration. I 

But there was one thing missing was most impressed by the excerpts 

To the Editors 

of the speech by President Waterbury 

and the article "Focus on Recovery". 

As I read the daily events summa

rized in the article, I recalled the diffi

cult and stressful time that my family 

went through. My family, including my 

two children who study at AUB, were 

in Beirut during the horrible and sud

den war. As an alumnus and father, 

I was so concerned about the safety 

of all AUB students, faculty, and staff. 

All day, I was either on the phone or 

watching the news for any develop

ments. The AUB bulletins and con

tinuous messages helped in provid

ing a level of comfort and assurance 

and alleviating our fears. I applaud 

the significant efforts and contribu

tions made by the AUB administra

tion and staff during the harsh days 

of the war. They were there when we 

needed them. 

Best wishes and regards , 

Errata 

Loutli K. Echhade (BBA '73) 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

"AUB Reflections: Speaking with 
Raja lliya", MainGate Fall 2006 
Trans Arabian Tapline Company 

was mistakenly referred to as Trans 

American Pipeline Company. 

"Najla Zurayk, A Woman for All Ages" 
MainGate Fall, 2006 
The photo caption on page 36 should 

read: Left to right: The author, daughter 

Huda Zurayk, Dean of Health Sciences; 

Najla Zurayk; Dean Nadim and Mrs. 

Cortas. 

Letters to the Editors, MainGate, 
Fall2006 
Rosa La Sorte Rich's home is in 

Brockport, NY, not Oklahoma City, OK. 
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views from campus 

On its 140th Anniversary 
AUB Celebrates 
Democracy, Hope, and 
Achievement 
MP Ghassan Tueni , former Ministers 

Karam Karam, Samir Makdisi, and 

Adnan Mroue, Press Federation Presi

dent Mohammed Baalbaki, former 

Ambassadors Nadim Dimashkiyyeh 

and Khalil Makkawi, several members 

of AUB's Board of Trustees, and a 

large group of students, faculty, and 

staff gathered at Assembly Hall on 

December 4 to celebrate AUB's 14Qth 

Founders Day. 

Dr. Marwan Muasher, Jordanian 

diplomat and government official and 

a former AUB student (1972-75), 

President John Waterbury, and the 

student essay contest winner Sara 

Ma1nGate W1nter 2007 

Mourad, a junior majoring in political 

studies, all focused their remarks on 

this year's theme: "AUB in Nation

al and Regional Crises: What is Its 

Role?" Dr. Muasher highlighted the 

empowering nature of an AUB edu

cation that enables students to think 

critically, accept truths as relative, and 

appreciate the power of diversity. He 

described it as a model of learning that 

should be applied to the Arab world. 

President John Waterbury said that 

despite the challenges the University 

has faced , it continues to develop and 

grow stronger. Sara Mourad's winning 

essay reiterated the role AUB plays in 

strengthening democracy and weak

ening the concept of war. 

( More On-line ~) 
SRC Elections 2006 
Elections for the Student Represen

tative Committees (SRCs) of each 

of AUB's six faculties took place as 

scheduled on Wednesday, November 

15. According to the student news

paper Outlook, which conducted inter

views with each of the 95 candidates, 

39 of the 95 seats were won by March 

14 supporters, 29 by the opposition, 

23 by independents, and 4 by No Fron

tiers candidates. The March 14 alliance 

is made up of the Future Youth Orga

nization, the Progressive Youth Orga

nization, the Lebanese Forces, and 

the Democratic Left Movement. The 

opposition includes Hezbollah, the Free 

Patriotic Movement, the Amal Move

ment, and other groups on campus. 

Although tensions were high through

out Beirut and thousands gathered on 

Bliss Street on election day, students 

went to great lengths to ensure that 

there were no clashes on campus. The 

Founders· Day 2006: Assembly Hall steps 



elections were democratic and peace

ful as students voted in their respective 

faculties for class representatives. 

A build-up of tension at the Main 

Gate after voting had ended signaled 

a potentially unstable situation, so the 

AUB administration adjourned the ballot 

tally until the next day. For the first time 

in the history of the University, elections 

took place over two days. Students 

gathered at West Hall, protested and 

chanted slogans, and asked for the 

ballot count to take place that same 

evening. Gradually, however, students 

left to return the next day to cheer their 

friends and political parties. 

The second round of elections to 

elect 17 SRC representatives from all 

faculties to the University Student Fac

ulty Committee (USFC), took place on 

Tuesday, November 28 and Thursday, 

November 30. Each SRC elects its 

own cabinet and USFC delegates. In 

the third and final phase of the elec

tions, USFC members elect their cabi

net and representatives to the USFC 

cabinet: a vice president, treasurer, 

and secretary. March 14 supporter 

Lama Andari was elected USFC vice 

president, the highest student repre

sentative office at AUB. Ahmad Nass

er and Marie Josee Karam, both March 

14 supporters, were elected treasurer 

and secretary, respectively. In addition 

to the 17 student representatives, the 

USFC includes seven faculty mem

bers; the president of the committee is 

President John Waterbury. 

The most intense election battle 

took place in the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences. By contrast, there was very 

little competition in other AUB facul

ties: the Med II students even agreed 

on their representatives before the 

elections! 

Maysam Ali (BA '07) 

Inside the Gate 

II From the Faculties 

FAFS 

AUB Hosts UNEP Post
war Environmental 
Assessment Workshop 
The Faculty of Agricultural and Food 

Sciences hosted a workshop on Octo

ber 2 to assist the United Nations Envi

ronment Program (UNEP) in its post

war environmental damage assess

ment evaluation. During the training 

workshop, participants talked about 

how to collect and analyze environ

mental samples, organized the work 

to be done, and finalized the sampling 

plan. AUB will coordinate contact 

between UNEP and local experts that 

included AUB faculty and alumni and 

12 representatives from UNEP who 

had been invited by the Lebanese 

Ministry of Environment. Once they are 

gathered, the samples wi ll be divided 

into two sets; one wi ll be sent abroad 

for analysis while the second set will be 

analyzed at AUB. 

FAS 

Following Melville and 
Twain to the Holy Land 
Ideological questions of colonialism , 

self-identity, and "providential destiny" 

related to Israel, Palestine, and the 

United States were among the issues 

that Professor Hilton Obenzinger, asso

ciate director for Honors Writing and 

Undergraduate Research Programs 

and lecturer in the Department of Eng

lish at Stanford University, addressed 

on October 31 . The lecture entitled 

"American Palestine: Melville, Twain, 

and the Holy Land Mania" was hosted 

by the Prince AI Waleed Bin Talal Center 

for American Studies and Research. 
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v i e w s 

Obenzinger focused on Americans' 

sense of identity following the Civil War 

and on how travel to the Holy Land was 

seen as a way to reaffirm Protestant 

religious identity. 

AMPL Hosts "Comparative 
Perspectives on Near East
ern Literatures" 
"Europe in the Middle East-the Mid

dle East in Europe"-a Berlin-based 

research program-and the Anis Mak

disi Program in Literature held an inter

national summer academy October 

2-13 at AUB on the theme of "Travel

ing Traditions: Comparative Perspec

tives on Near Eastern Literatures." The 

academy supports scholarly research 

Provost Peter Heath delivering the keynote at 
AMPL's open1ng sesSion 

activities in Europe and the Middle East 

and promotes interdisciplinary research 

campus 

Shared Rules and Trust 
Determine Terrorism 
On October 19, Yale University Profes

sor Matthew Smith spoke on "Terror

ism, Shared Rules and Trust: A Moral 

Framework for an American Response 

to Terrorism." Organized by the Center 

Nations mandated institution in Costa 

Rica, was hosted by CASAR. She 

spoke on the controversial issue of 

George Bush versus Osama Bin Laden, 

terrorism and counter-terrorism. 

In her talk, entitled "Back to the 

Think-Tank: Humiliation Awareness, 

Shared Rules and Trust Determine Terrorism- Bush versus Bin Laden - Victoria Fontan 
CASAR Mathew Smith 

for American Studies and Research Non-Violence, and Counter-Terror-

(CASAR), the talk presented a moral ism," she examined the Bin Laden 

and ethical analysis of terrorism and and Muslim world's retaliatory reac-

rules of conduct during war. Terrorism, tions to the Bush administration's 

said Smith, occurs when opposing par- counter-terrorism policies. 

ties transgress shared rules of war. 

Bush Versus Bin Laden, 
Terrorism and Counter
Terrorism? 
On November 9, Victoria Fontan, direc

tor of Academic Development and 

CASAR lectures now on-line 
All of CASAR's fall 2006 lectures are 

now available in audio format on the 

CASAR website or at: 

http: / /staff. aub. edu .lb/ -webcasar/ 

Activities/PastEvents/Fall06-07.html 

in areas that are likely to benefit from assistant professor of peace studies 

intercultural cooperation. at the University for Peace, a United 
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George Khoury Traces 
History of Arab Comics 
On November 8, the Department 

of Architecture and Design invited 

George Khoury to speak on the his

tory of Arab comics in the Arab Middle 

East and North Africa. Khoury, who 

is commonly known by his artistic 

alias Jad, said that there are two 

general ly accepted interpretations 

of Arab comics. The first sees the 

Arab comic as a local product with its 

own development and major periods 

of evolution. The second stresses 

the international influences that have 

shaped the development of Arab 

comics since the early 1950s. 

EHS 

Examining Lebanese 
Mental Health 
The Faculty of Health Sciences invited 

mental health practitioner and AUB 

alumnus Dr. Elie Karam to talk on 

"Mental Health in War Time: The 

Donors, International 

George Khoury 

L.E.B.A.N.O.N. Study," on November 

8. The L.E.B.A.N.O.N. Study (Leba

nese Evaluation of the Burden and 

Needs of the Nation) analyzed the 

occurrence of mental disorders in Leb

anon in 2002-03 and their relation to 

previous wartime events that trauma

tized the nation. 

AUB _Museum 

Groundbreaking Findings 
at the City of Urkesh 
Archaeologist and UCLA Professor 

Emeritus Giorgio Buccellati presented 

a lecture entitled "Urkesh, the Royal 

City, at the Beginning of the Hurrian 

Civilization" on October 17 at the AUB 

Museum of Archaeology. In the lecture, 

he discussed what he had found while 

excavating the ancient city of Urkesh, 

when it was active during the time of the 

Hurrian Dynasty, which dates to 2500 

BC. The ancient city is located in the 

village of Kameshli in northern Syria. 



Nina Jidejian 

Archaeologist Nina 
Jidejian Launches Book on 
Sidon 
Nina Jidejian gave an illustrated lec

ture on the Phoenician necropolises 

of Sidon, in which she discussed 

the three necropolises at Magharat 

Abloun, Aya'a, and Ain ei-Helwe on 

November 1 5 at the Archaeology 

Museum. Following the lecture, she 

signed copies of her book, Sidon 

Through the Ages {Aleph , ed.) , 2006, 

which was first published in 1972. 

The new edition includes information 

on recent discoveries and research 

results. 

( More On-line ~) 

campus 

CAMS 

The Landau Problem on 
Bergman Ball 
The Center for Advanced Mathemati

cal Sciences (CAMS) hosted a seminar 

on November 10 by Dr. Ahmed Jellal, 

CAMS Arab Fellow and member of the 

Theoretical Physics Group, Chouaib 

Doukkali University, Morocco. During 

his talk, "Effective Weiss-Zumino-Wit

ten Action for Edge States of Quantum 

Hall Systems on Bergman Ball," Jellal 

presented his use of a group theory 

approach that investigates the basic 

features of the Landau problem on the 

Bergman Ball. 

Students 

Step Up and Serve 
The Community Service Program at 

the Office of Student Affairs got AUB 

students involved in various community 

service projects during fall 2006. AUB 

students volunteered with a number 

of NGOs including Nouveaux Droits 

de I'Homme, Children and Youth Cen

ter, Caritas Lebanon, Lebanese Physi

cally Handicapped Union, and Aya

dina. Volunteer opportunities are posted 

on the Community Service Program 

web site that is regularly updated with 

new opportunities: http://staff.aub.edu. 

lb/ - websao/csp/list. html 



Best of Beirut: Saj 2007 
Outside the Main Gate steps, students 

can find every kind of gastronomic 

pleasure they might want, mostly of 

the grab-and-grin variety. The trendiest 

and fastest choices these days seem 

to involve the traditional Lebanese grill, 

the saj . 

The saj is Lebanon's equivalent of pizza 

Napolitano, the English fish 'n' chips, 

and the New York hot dog. Although 

saj manoushee is quite popular, with its 

different permutations of local thyme 

blends, cheese, and fresh vegetables, 

the saj is adapting. There is now pizza 

Inside the Gate 
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saj, ham-and-cheese saj, salami saj, 

and the chimera of chimeras: the ham

burger saj . 

On a friend 's enthusiastic recommen

dation, I decided to try the hamburger 

saj. The street-corner chef cheerfully 

slapped a piece of frozen ground beef 

that looked alarmingly pink and syn

thetic onto the saj. It started dripping, 

sputtered, and hissed loudly. After a 

while, it was upended, and left to sput

ter some more. Finally, it was shredded 

into several pieces and mixed with 

generous dollops of ketchup, mustard, 

mayonnaise, lettuce, and pickle. The 

combination was then ladled onto a 

piece of previously made flat bread, 

wrapped up tight like an enormous 

bizarre cigar, and handed over to me 

to eat. 

Books tucked under my arm, I 

leaned over and took a big bite. It 

was actually pretty good! It had the 

flavor of grilled meat, spices, warmth, 

friendliness, street bustle, end-of-exam 

starvation, fast food without corpo

rate connections, Lebanese cuisine 

modernizing, and modern Lebanese 

cuisine going back to its roots . 

Emile M. Moacdieh (BS '08) 
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Nawwaf Salam was recent!~ appointed .... epresentative to the United 

moder 1ty, a d international law, Salam 
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A_r t s : 

UNacceptable: 
Instructor Sharif Abdunnur 

Arts and Art History Depart

ment) recently produced and directed 

a political play at the Monnot Theater 

His play UNacceptable 

attacked the incompetence and abu

sive nature of some agencies within 

the United Nations. 



campa gn 

Pioneering 
Healthcare 
Worldwide 

The establishment of the Mamdouha El-Sayed Bobst Breast 
Center at the AUB Medical Center 

Many extraordinary people have dedi

cated themselves to improving the 

lives of others, but only one can say 

that she launched the first health

care system in Libya, started that 

country's first hospital, and trained its 

first nurses. Throughout her career, 

Mamdouha Bobst has been espe

cially concerned with health issues, 

particularly those related to cancer. 

Since receiving her BA in Arabic from 

AUB in 194 7, she has lobbied to 

raise public health awareness and 

worked to make proper healthcare 

available through countless initiatives 

in the Middle East and North America. 

And for more than 30 years, Bobst 

has been a consistent and generous 

supporter of the American University 

of Beirut. 

After graduating from AUB, Bobst 

studied at the University of Birming

ham in England, then went to UC 

Berkeley where she earned a master's 

degree from the School of Public 

Health. After she finished her studies 

in the mid-1950s, she started working 

for the World Health Organization in 

Libya. In just three years, she set up 

Ill Ma1nGate W1nter 2007 

a national healthcare system, opened 

the first Libyan hospital in Tripoli, and 

founded the country's first training 

center for nurses. Throughout her 

time in Libya, Bobst repeatedly asked 

the prime minister and the minister 

of health when they were going to 

establish a hospital. Then one day it 

happened: "I got a call at home and 

was summoned by the minister. He 

said, 'Ms. EI-Sayed, I had a dream 

that I opened the first hospital! A 

hospital for any disease-a hospital 

that is Libyan.' He proposed that we 

use an abandoned building in Tripoli 

that was once used to treat those with 

mental diseases." When she asked 

the minister of health about doctors 

for this hospital, she remembers him 

saying, "I leave that to you." 

Although the doctors were Italian, 

she wanted Libyan nurses-and she 

wanted them properly attired. She 

also wanted these nurses to cut their 

hair so that it wouldn't be in the way, 

but this would prove to be more 

difficult than convincing a minister to 

open a hospital. "They would not cut 

their hair because they were afraid," 

says Bobst. "I said, 'Let's take one 

girl, cut her hair, wait for one month 

and if somebody dies, I will not ask 

you to cut your hair.' They agreed. 

I chose a healthy looking girl who 

didn't have many family members 

- to improve our odds! Every night we 

prayed that nothing would happen to 

anyone in her family. No one died and 

they agreed to let us start cutting their 

hair. We got them white robes and we 

made little caps and put them on their 

heads and they started to look a little 

bit like nurses. They were very proud ." 

Bobst trained the nurses herself for 

a year, with the help of personnel 

from UNESCO and other world health 

organizations. After several years, one 

of the nurses Bobst had sent to study 

in Egypt returned to Libya to start a 

nursing school. It eventually became a 

hospital that is stil l in operation. 

It was during her time in Libya 

that Bobst became particularly inter

ested in women's health. She trav

eled extensively before settling in the 

United States, where she became the 

first woman and youngest delegate to 

be appointed to the Lebanese mission 

to the United Nations. In New York 

she met her future husband, Elmer 

Bobst. "He was also interested in 

public health," she remembers. "We 

were both interested in the same 

problems in the world". Together, they 

traveled extensively, starting ground

breaking cancer societies in Turkey 

and in Lebanon. Her husband, who 

is widely credited with having revolu

tionized healthcare and the modern 

pharmaceutical industry, was an early 

leader of the American Cancer Soci

ety, bringing it from a small institution 

to the nation's pre-eminent cancer 

society. 



Mamdouha EI-Sayed Bobst 

Today, Mamdouha Bobst says that 

women's access to healthcare is bet

ter in Lebanon than anywhere else in 

the Middle East. She is also reassured 

by the presence of cancer societies in 

Inside the Gate 
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her hometown of 

Tripoli, Lebanon, 

and in smaller vil

lages across the 

country. 

Mamdouha 

Bobst recently 

made a generous 

$1 million gift to 

AUB to support 

women's health. 

The gift to the 

use of digital mammography, high 

resolution ultrasound, and MRI have 

led to increased early cancer detec

tion and increased survival rates . 

The new fully equipped Mamdouha 

EI-Sayed Bobst Breast Center will 

make these technological innovations 

accessible to Lebanese women , pro

viding them the best available means 

of early detection of breast cancer, 

one of the leading causes of death 

in women. The demand for state-

Department of of-the-art mammography services at 

Diagnostic Radi

ology at AUBMC 

established the 

Mamdouha EI-

Sayed Bobst 

Breast Center-an 

independent area 

that will be used 

exclusively for 

women's breast 

AUBMC is growing rapidly: the num

ber of patients seeking mammography 

examinations increased more than 50 

percent between 1997 and 2004. 

The Department of Diagnostic 

Radiology benefited enormously from 

Bobst's previous donations in 1999 

that made it possible for the depart

ment to purchase a computer-guided 

breast biopsy system and a dedicated 

imaging. The ultrasound machine allowing for pre-

donation will 

enable AUBMC to 

purchase new dig

ital mammography 

equipment, reno

vate existing facili

ties, and establish 

a fund that will 

provide financial 

assistance for 

women who can

not afford to pay 

for potentially life

saving mammog

raphy services 

themselves. 

operative diagnosis of breast lesions. 

Vice President for Medical Affairs and 

the Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Fac

ulty of Medicine Nadim Cortas notes 

that Bobst's support has provided 

financial assistance that has enabled 

hundreds of needy women to benefit 

from screening and early detection 

of breast cancer. Bobst also sup

ported a program for women in the 

Burj AI Barajneh Camp that provided 

comprehensive treatment for those 

patients who were found to have 

cancer. The Breast Center will be part 

of AUBMC's multidisciplinary program 

for women 's health and a constant 

An honorary life trustee of the reminder of Mamdouha Bobst-an 

American Cancer Society, Bobst has 

seen how new technologies are hav

ing a profound influence on breast 

cancer detection and treatment. The 

extraordinary woman whose career 

has infinitely improved, and continues 

to improve, the lives of many 

others. (i) 
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This article was originally scheduled to appear in the fall 

2006 issue of MainGate. When the war broke out in July, 
a number of things changed-including the content of the 

next issue of MainGate. We thought, however, that this story 
about AUB's Transport Research Unit and the Beirut Container 

Terminal Consortium was a particularly wonderful-and quite 

unique-example of AUB interacting with the community, so 

we are including it in this issue. 

"We were sitting at home watching TV and we saw a 

picture of the dean shaking hands with some people. We 

were curious. So, we wrned up the volume and heard the 

announcer sar that there was going to be some kind of 

transportation "thing'' at AUB. \Ve /mew right away that 

we wanted to be a part of it" That was Radwan Nayfe 

explaining how he first learned of AUBs new Transport 

Research Unit. (The person they saw on television was 

Dean Ibrahim Hajj.) 

Nayfes friend Totzfic Ramia, ~\ ho is also a final-year 

engineering student at AUB, laughs and explains, "We 

wasted no time. We started trying to figure out what rhis 

was and how we could ger involved right away" lt didn't 

take long. lL wrns out that one of their professors-/sam 

Kaysi-was one of tl1e key players in this new "thing." 

''I've known for a long Lime that this was something 

1 wanted to do ar AUB. My idea was to bring together 

researchers from several related disciplines, including civil 

engineering, urban planning, economics, environmental 

engineering and sciences, sociology, business, electrical 

and computer engineering, and possibly other disciplines 

and establish a center that would become the focal point 

for rransportation research and studies for the region," 

Kaysi explains. There are similar organizations at many 

universities in the United States and Canada-at the 

Uni1·ersit} of Toronto, for example, where Kaysi was 

a visiting professor for two years before returning w 
AUBin 2004-and at MIT where he first met one of the 

other "key players" in the establishment of the Transport 

Research Unit-Ammar Kanaan-in 1989. 

What is it? What does it do? 
AUB's Transport Research Unit (TRU) was established in 

February 2006 to encourage and facilitate coordination 

between the academic and the corporate worlds in the 

field of transportation. The TRU is not a new idea. MIT, 

for example, where Kaysi and Kanaan met as students 

has had a Center for Transportation & Logistics for many 

years that provides "significant contributions to logistics 

modeling and supply chain management for shippers." 

This is exactly the type of support that the TRU is provid

ing to the Beirut Container Terminal Consortium (BCTC). 

The consortium, which includes the International Port 

Management Beirut, the Mersey Docks and Harbour Com

pany, and the International Maritime Associates, was cho

sen to operate the Beirut Container Terminal in November 

2004. lt began operations a month later. 

Kanaan, who is chairman and general manager 

of the consortium, explains that one of the reasons for 

deciding to invest in the container terminal in Beirut was 

to take advantage of the "extraordinary human capital 

of Lebanon. " He smiles and admits that some of his 

colleagues were less enthusiastic than he was, but "maybe 

because I am from here, I was not as easily deterred . I 

knew-l know-the potential of this place." Having 

convinced his colleagues that it made sense for them 

to invest in the container terminal in Beirut and not 

somewhere else in the region, he moved quickly to help 

establish a Transport Research Unit at AUB. 

Kanaan agrees with Kaysi that their experience at 

MIT was critical. "I knew tl1is could work and what we 

needed to do to make sure that it would work. Defining 

the scope of work is critical" Kanaan explains. One of the 

areas in which the TRU is most involved with the BCTC 

is developing the modules behind some of the customized 

software that BCTC is using. Kanaan and his colleagues 

have invested heavily in IT. ''I'm looking to AUB for 

practical recommendations-solutions that can work and 

make a difference. I'm pleased to say that we are already 

seeing results. " One of the suggestions that the AUB 

team made that has resulted in improved efficiency is to 

implement a new SMS-based, automated "appointments 

system" that makes it possible for them to achieve more 

efficient use of yard cranes and reduced truck turnaround 

time based on the expected workload for any given day. 
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The Relationship 
Although 30 percent of 

those in the management 

ranks at the Beirut 

Container Terminal are 

AUB alumni, the person 

who works most closely 

with AUB on a day-to-day 

basis is Serge Jabbour, 

containers served by yard 

cranes during busy daily 

periods , which ultimately 

reduces truck turnaround 

time in the yard as well as 

vessel waiting time. " 

The pace of activity at the terminals is 
greater than ever, not only because of 
the need to work through the backlog 
that was caused by the war in 2006. 
Because of the dramatic increase in 
transshipment business, the BCTC and 
TRU are working together to address the 
urgent, new operational challenges that 
the terminal faces. 

Ramia and Nayfe (the 

two students who learned 

about the project whi le 

watching TV) , who are also working for the TRU, are 

conducting a study to compare the Beirut port with 

other Eastern Mediterranean ports. They are comparing 

terminals using some of the s tandard benchmarks in the 

industry, such as berth occupancy (percentage of time 

the berth is busy), berth and crane productivity (number 

of container moves per hour), crane downtime, and 

truck delivery turnaround time. This is part of a larger 

effort to assess the growth potential of the Beirut port. 

Ramia and Nayfe agree that the opportun ity to work 

with the TRU and on this particular project is a "won

derful opportunity for us. " 

who is not an AUB grad. Jabbour, who has "been here 

from the beginning," meets with AUB personnel at least 

weekly to coordinate the relationship and make sure 

that both sides are getting what they need. 

One of the unusual features of this relationship 

is BCTC's willingness to share data-data that could 

potentially be useful to its competitors-with AUB. 

"We are swimming in a sea of data," Kaysi says. For 

example, he explains , "they send us information on the 

daily status of all containers stacked in the terminal 

storage yard, which is useful for operations planning 

purposes , including details on the container type (20 

foot or 40 foot), its 'dwell time' in the yard, the vessel 

that carried it and its shipping line, its exact location in 

the storage block (row number, stack number) , etc. " 

He goes on to exp lain , "Actuall y, this is quite an 

unusual experience. Often you have to beg companies 

for data. " Jabbour smiles when he hears this story. "You 

should see what 1 sent him just last night! " When asked 

about this, Kanaan says that this has never been an 

issue for him. "I told the staff here from the beginning. 

Give AUB what they need. It's a no-brainer for me. 

I'm interested in results, in improvements. If our 

competitors can do things better, good for them. " 

Jabbour works closely with Farah Mneimneh, an 

AUB grad who now works full-time on the TRU project. 

Although everyone involved in this project will tell you 

that Kaysi is very involved in all aspects of TRU's work, 

it is Mneimneh who attends all the meetings with BCTC 

personnel at the port. She explains that she and her 

colleagues "are looking for opportunities to re-engineer 

some of the critical operations at the container termi

nal. For example, we are hoping to identify a way to 

increase efficiency by adopting new planning strategies 

for container pickup/discharge operations on any given 

day. That would result in an increase in the number of 
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Impact in the Classroom 
Ramia and Nayfe are not the on ly AUB students who are 

benefiting from the presence of a TRU at AUB. Several 

master's students have chosen to do port-related research. 

Serene Saab, for example, is assessing the transshipment 

operations at the Beirut Container Terminal (BCT) to 

determine what it would need to do to increase its share 

of the lucrative regional containerized trade traffic. She 

explains, "We will be looking not only at the facilities 

at BCT itself but also at the other ports in the region. " 

She plans to then develop a model that will make it 

possible to quantify the factors involved in attracting 

transshipment traffic and the reasons why carriers prefer 

one port over another. 

Although Saab is sti ll in the ea rly stages of her 

research, Rayan Mahmoud Khraibani completed the 

master's program in Engineering Management in 

June 2006. For his master's thesis, he developed a 

financial framework that could be used to evaluate port 

privatization options using the Beirut Port as a case 

study. "What 1 did," Khraibani says, "is to synthesize 

container ports privatization models, analyze their 

advantages and disadvantages, identify risks, revenues 



and costs associated with the privatization scheme, and 

build an overall evaluation-and a financial-framework. 

1 then tested the framework for the case of the Beirut 

port, which recently adopted a privatization scheme that 

assigned the management and operation of the newly 

constructed container terminal to a private company. " 

Kaysi explains that getting his students 

involved in the TRU is one of his top priorities. For 

example, in spring 2006 he asked the students in his 

Transportation Economics course to prepare a bid 

for the management and operation of the container 

terminal at the Port of Beirut. "1 wanted them to look 

at all aspects of the problem and not to approach this 

as just a design problem. To do this assignment, the 

students had to make some assumptions using available 

(and incomplete) data sources and their engineering 

judgment. Many of them were not comfortable with this 

at first-we engineers like dealing with hard data-but 

this is the way it is in the real world. Our students need 

these skills. This is the type of assignment that they will 

be given during their careers." 

The Transport Research Unit is moving quickly to 

establish itself as the place to come for expertise and 

advice on transportation-related issues, not just in 

Lebanon but in the Middle East. lts work for the BCTC, 

which is a founding member of the unit, has been 

critical in establishing its reputation in the region. 

Kaysi explains that there are many areas in 

which the TRU could make a contribution 

and that it is already working on a 

World Bank-funded 

project to revitalize 

public transportation in 

Lebanon. "We have shown 

that transportation is more 

than just highways," he says. 

He is very proud of the unit's 

work for BCTC and praises Kanaan 

in particular. "He understands the 

value of academia. He had the vision 

and saw how AUB could make a 

real difference to the 

container terminal's 

operations." 
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AUBs mission is to serve the peoples of the Middle 

East and beyond. It does this in many ways: it is an 

institution of higher leaming; it participates in the 

advancement of knowledge through research, and it 

sponsors httellectual debates and cultural activities on 

campus, mmty of which are open to the public. There 

are many other ways in whidt AVB (its students, 

faculty, and stafj) interacts with the community. In the 

pages tltat follow, we will introduce you to some of the 

people who are ittvolved with these projects and let you 

hear from them about the projects tltemselves. 

You will read about a volunteer clinic, tlte AVB 

Museum, att oral history project, a student club, 

business development centers, a reconstruction project 

in south Lebanon, and mudt more. Titere are also many 

wonderful "good works" projects that you won't read 

about. They too should be included in these pages, but 

we simply ran out of space. We hope, however, tltat tlte 

project profiles tltat are included below will leave you 

with a greater appreciation of tlte many ways in whidt 

AVB engages witlt the community beyond its gates. 



Contr ibutors: Dina Abou-Salem, Jean-Mane 
Cook , Susanne Lane 

Alia AI Zougbi, former student 
(BA Sociology '01; 
MA Anthropology '04) 

MedVoices Beirut 

Beirut 

I was discussing my MA dissertation (an exploration of 

the history of Ras Beirut) with Professor Samir Khalaf 

when l first heard about the MedVoices Beirut project 

in the summer of 2002. Because the MedVoices project 

provided a network of support, advice , and guidance 

from a number of experts in the field of oral history, it 

was an ideal opportunity for me. 

Even though my colleague Susanne Abou Ghaida 

and I conducted these interviews more than two years 

ago , l still remember the faces, the voices, and the 

memories of the people we spoke to so clearly. lt was 

very interesting and at times we were surprised by 

what we learned. Some people were nostalgic for rural 

Ras Beirut, a Beirut that was more of a wilderness that 

extended to the rocky coast. For others, their fondest 

memories were for the urban boom-a time when 

intellectuals and artists from around the Arab world 

gathered at sidewalk cafes on Hamra Street. There was 

even an ambivalent nostalgia for the civil war and for a 

time when Ras Beirut seemed more like a village. 

Capturing and documenting these vo ices-the 

voices of the people who live in our community-is so 

important. These people and their histories are a part 

of our history-our "intangible heritage"-that would 

otherwise be lost. There were 13 partner cities across 

the Mediterranean involved in the MedVoices project. 

As a result of the interviews that were conducted, we 

have uncovered an alternative view of history. This 

often happens as a result of oral history research , which 

focuses on capturing voices that are too often neglected 

or not heard. 

"As a result of the interviews ... we have 
uncovered an alternative view of history." 

Bevond These Gates 
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Bevond fhese Gates 

Joanna Khalil, former student 
(BS Nutrition and Dietetics 
'02, MPH - Health Behavior & 
Education '05) and research 
assistant 

Urban Health Study 

Hay EI-Sellom, Nabaa, and Burj 
EI-Barajneh Camp, outside 
Beirut 

ln spring 2002, with support from the Wellcome Trust 

in the United Kingdom , the Center for Research on 

Population and Health (CRPH) at the Faculty of Health 

Sciences (FHS) launched a study to examine the social 

context of health and to provide policy-relevant analysis 

of the health consequences of population changes in 

three neighborhoods in the outskirts of Beirut. 

More than a dozen AUB faculty members have been 

involved in the study. We have interviewed approximately 

3,000 families living in Hay El-Sellom , Nabaa, and Burj 

El-Barajneh Camp. I got involved in 2005 as an FHS 

the community. This sustained contact has given us a 

more nuanced understanding of the community and 

supplemented the survey data. We captured a lot of 

information when we administered a general household 

questionnaire and then surveyed the elderly, adolescents, 

and women about reproductive health and occupational 

issues. We want to address the needs and views of the 

women themselves and ensure that this intervention 

is sustained and even increased, not just in this 

community, but in other places as well. 

Amali Saab, current student 
(BSN '07) 

Community Nursing, School of 
Nursing 

Beirut 

As community health nurses , we work in many areas. 

We work in the community-in schools , in offices, 

in community clinics-where we have opportunities 

that we would not have in a hospital. For instance, a 

student and member 

of CRPH's Women 

and Reproductive 

Health Group, 

11 1 have really been struck by the depriva
tion that I have seen. 11 

nurse working in an occupational 

setting is in a position to notice 

things that could be done to 

enhance safety in the workplace. 

which is one of the four research 

teams involved in this study. 

Based on what we have learned, 

we are planning a psychosocial 

11 1 like the idea of having the 
opportunity to prevent disease! 11 

1n this way, you 

could actually 

be preventing an 

accident from 

intervention to improve the lives of married women living 

in one of the neighborhoods, primarily in areas related 

to reproductive and mental health. We will be bringing 

together women from the neighborhood and engaging 

them in relaxation exercises and discussion groups. 

1 have really been struck by the deprivation that 

l have seen. For example, Hay El-Sellom , which is 

identified on official maps as "olive groves", is actually the 

place where an estimated 100,000 people live! It is home 

for many Lebanese citizens who moved to the southern 

suburbs of Beirut during the years of the civil war. 

To ensure effective community involvement from 

the beginning, we spent six months in Hay El-Sellom 

building partnerships with residents and key people in 
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happening. You would also be having a positive impact 

on productivity and employees' well being. 

In a healthcare agency, like an outpatient clinic, the 

community nurse can promote healthy lifestyle habits 

by educating patients about what they can do to prevent 

disease and to improve their own health. 1 like the idea 

of having the opportunity to prevent disease! 

1t is the community nurse who conducts "house 

calls" and takes care of a lot of follow-up. 

1 think l'dlike to work in community health 

nursing after 1 graduate, particularly in a healthcare 

agency. l would enjoy working with people of all ages 

and from all backgrounds , to educate them about how to 

deal with their illnesses whether chronic or acute. 



Beyond These Gates 

Zeina Abdallah, volunteer and 
current student (BA PSPA '08) 

Volunteer Outreach Clinic 

Beirut 

The Volunteer Outreach Clinic (VOC) was established 

in October 2001 by a group of volunteers (three medical 

students, an engineering student, and a journalist) . At 

the time, I was working at the AUB Medical Center 

(AUBMC). 1 heard about the project and have been 

involved ever since. 1 believe in this project and totally 

support its objective: to help those who lack one of 

the basic requirements for a decent living-adequate 

healthcare. 

The VOC depends on support from many NGOs 

and some anonymous donors. Although we are grateful 

for the support we have already received, we are always 

fundraising and looking for volunteers. 

This is an organization that depends on 

vo lunteers-volunteers from many different fields 

such as medicine and pharmacy and from different 

universities, not just AUB. The clinic is open every 

Saturday from 10 am until 2 pm. We see an average of 

25 patients a clay. Most of our patients are people who 

live in the neighborhood , although others travel great 

distances to take advantage of our services. The VOC 

provides primary critical healthcare for people who need 

it, who depend on us. All of the clinic's services are 

provided for free. Volunteers evaluate the patients, give 

them appropriate medication , refer them to AUBMC or 

to specialty clinics (if needed) , and do lab studies-also 

if needed. 

I'm the treasurer and take care of all the 

administrative and clerical work. On Saturdays, I 

schedule patients and try to keep things running 

smoothly at the clinic. I also help organize our 

fundraising events. 

"I believe in this project: to help those who 

lack one of the basic requirements for a 

decent living-adequate healthcare." 
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B ond These C.ates 

Celine Stephan, current student 
(BArch '08} 

Saving the Heritage of South 
Lebanon 

Bint Jbeil, south Lebanon 

1 am a fourth year architecture student at AUB. Usually 

yd and 4th year students take design studios together 

and are involved in one project in which each student 

works on a comprehensive design intervention to be 

handed in at the end of the semester. Seventeen of us 

are involved in the Bint jbeil reconstruction project 

that deals with issues such as place , memory, and 

identity. 

Bint Jbeil is an old town in south Lebanon, just 

three kilometers from the border, which has suffered 

a lot over the years and was especially hard hit 

during the war this past summer. Many residences , 

commercial spaces , and a big part of the city's urban 

fabric were destroyed. We are trying to figure out 

which parts of the city should be rehabilitated, should 

be saved-and to suggest ways that this should be 

done. 

You have to start by analyzing-by 

understanding-not just the architecture of the city 

that used to exist but also the social , political, and 

economic life of the city. You need to understand how 

people lived in that city. You have to understand their 

lives. Doing this in Bint jbeil-a place that was hit so 

hard during the war-has been extraordinary. Walking 

the streets of Bint jbeil , 1 find that 1 am unable to 

approach some of the people who live there and have 

lived through so much violence and death , and who 

have watched others die. One guy came up to me 

and begged me to take pictures of the destruction and 

to report what 1 was really seeing with my two eyes. 

Many people asked us why we were there, what we 

were doing, and who we were . We sat with them and 

expla ined. 

One time when we were doing this, a lady dressed 

and veiled in black passed by on the other side of the 

street. "Her name is Karma ," they explained, "she 

lost her entire family, ll people killed, she is the only 
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one remaining. " We followed her down the street. 

We had to speed up to catch her. She stopped and 

confronted us, wanting to know who we were. We 

explained that we were AUB students, that we were 

asking everybody about what happened , asking them 

to share their stories, that we wanted to understand 

what the destruction had done to town life, how fear 

had invaded people's spaces and their intimate village 

life. She started wailing, her face turned yellow, and 

was covered with tears. Her pain cut through us. Her 

tears kept coming. Standing in front of her, we didn't 

know how to react and felt guilty that we had revived 

these memories. I put my arm around her shoulder and 

whispered to her, "''m sorry ... May God protect you ... " 

Slowly, when she could speak again, she turned 

to us: "I can't even find the houses where my family 

lived anymore. " She explained how the village had 

been transformed dramatically from a street! building 

typology to a more scrambled and twisted one. She 

talked to me about how people used to live, how 

neighbors used to interact, how children used to play 

together ... She also described the Thursday market 

that used to take place in the old town ofBintjbeil 

and is now taking place in the new part that was less 

damaged by the Israeli air strikes. This social life was 

Beyond fhese Gates 

Rola Yasmine, current student 
(BSN '07) 

Community Nursing, School of 
Nursing 

Ataya New School, Beirut 

I would like to be the missing link between the patient's 

discharge to his home and his re-entry into the hospital. 

The hospitals in Lebanon are good but often there is 

no proper follow-up, no home visitations to assess 

compliance with the "doctor's orders," so the patient 

ends up back at the hospital. 

Of course, community health nurses do much 

more than ensure that patients don't need to return to 

the hospital. We work in communities-in schools and 

community health centers for example-to promote 

healthy lifestyles. I am currently working at the 

Ataya New School in Beirut where lam taking care 

of annual screenings for children, making referrals to 

parents if necessary, putting together medical records 

for the kids, etc. During the war in july, many nursing 

students were involved in volunteer efforts. That was 

community nursing too. 

so important in Bint 

Jbeil , she said. Buses 

filled with people used 

to come here. Everyone 

took part in the social 

activities that meant 

"We try to reach different groups in society 
by involving students in activities like social 
work, conflict resolution workshops, and 
human rights awareness campaigns ... " 

Not everyone wants to 

work in community nursing. 

You need to be prepared to 

take decisions independently, 

be able to solve complex 

health problems, and be a 

so much for everyone: 

people with things to sell, shop owners, customers , 

visitors, and most especially the inhabitants of Bint 

Jbeil . "We were so proud of our town," she said. "We 

used to say-Bint jbeil is the center of the world. " 

This is our challenge: to reconstruct this city so 

that it works for those who live there now while at 

the same time protecting the urban and architectural 

heritage of the city that is threatened by demolition. 

We think this can be done but to do so you need to 

self-starter. You need to 

know a lot before going on these home visits. You're not 

in a fixed environment within a health institution. You 

need to be well trained and have some experience before 

you can become a community health nurse. 

l give a lot of credit to our professors-people 

like Professor Arevian. They do a great job not just 

in teaching you what you need to know but also 

in transmitting their enthusiasm about community 

nursing, about sharing with you their excitement 

engage with the people 

who live there, to listen 

to them, and to hear 

their stories. 

"We used to say-Bint jbeil is the center of 
the world." 

about the critically 

important role that 

community health nurses 

play in a community. 
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Be ond These Gates 

lman Nuwayhid, associate 
dean, FHS, principal 
investigator 

Understanding Water, 
Understanding Health: The 
Case of Bebnine 

Bebnine, a coastal town 
between Tripoli and the Syrian 
border-and AUB 

Our research is centered in Bebnine, a town of 15 ,000 

residents in Akkar. In 2003 , a group of researchers 

from the Interfaculty Graduate Environmental Sciences 

Program began working there because the municipality 

and many people were concerned about the quality 

of water and its impact on their health. Since then, 

six A UB faculty researchers and a handful of graduate 

students have been working with the municipal council , 

an advisory board , and some local physicians, teachers, 

and school principals who are invited to participate in 

our discussions. I lead the effort, which is funded by the 

Canadian International Development Research Centre, 

because the focus is on hea lth. We jointly defined the 

project and developed its elements . 

We have monitored Bebnine's different water 

supplies (more than 20 source points) for the last 18 

months on a monthly basis. We conducted a door

to-door survey of all households (about 2,400) and 

developed a complete digital map of the town. When we 

found that a major well was heavily contaminated , the 

municipality was reluctant to install a filter for fear of 

complaints from other neighborhoods, but our powerful 

evidence persuaded them. We donated the system, and 

they installed it. 

We also investigated people's reluctance to connect 

to the new water network. Most resist because of the cost 

of connecting; some lack trust in a central system; others 

are simply used to the old system. We argue that the new 

system could save money if they figure in the cost of 

water-related diseases , illnesses, and lost work days. 

l enjoy this kind of meaningful, community

focused research . We listen , promote awareness, and aim 

at empowering the community by building its capacity. 
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Marjorie Henningsen, assistant 
professor of education, 
director, Science and Math 
Education Center (SMEC) 

Annual Science, Math, and 
Technology Fair 

AUB campus 

For 13 years SMEC has reached out to schools all 

over Lebanon through its annual Science, Math , and 

Technology Fair, an event that engages students from 

schools around the country in extracurricular science 

activities . It also provides a forum for students to share 

their work with students from other schools. 

The fair is cosponsored by SMEC and the 

Education Student Society (ESS). It is a self-supporting 

project: schools pay to participate. A maximum number 

"I hope their participation helps students 
rise above the average and makes them 
good critical thinkers in the future." 



of 25 schools send children from kindergarten through 

grade 12. An average of 400-500 kids, parents, and 

members from the AUB community attend the fair. We 

also get a lot of help from AUB faculty and education 

graduate students who participate as judges. 

I have been involved in the fair for six years. I 

feel an obligation as an education faculty member to 

participate in such events. As educators, we need to 

interact with the larger community of teachers and 

students. 

Last year was particularly gratifying for me. It felt 

great to witness the increase in the number of female 

participants. It made me happy to see a large number of 

girls winning who had produced excellent projects. 

I hope that our criteria for participation in 

the fair will have some effect on how students and 

teachers prepare for projects back at their schools . That 

way, students can move away from memorization of 

material and start generating their own questions and 

investigating them. It will help them develop critical 

analytic and scientific skills. In the long run, I hope 

their participation helps students rise above 

the average and makes them good critical 

thinkers in the future . 

B ond These Gates 

Jacqueline Ayoub, trip 
organizer 

Society of the Friends of the 
AUB Museum 

Beirut, the region, and 
worldwide 

l first got involved with the Society of the Friends of the 

AUB Museum as a result of a trip that the society organ

ized to Tunisia in 1994. In june 2000, I was asked to 

replace Mrs. Maud Khayat as trip organizer. l hesitated 

at first because it is a heavy responsibility. It can be quite 

difficult to please each and every person even though we 

are quite a homogeneous group, but I decided to take on 

this challenge. 

The first trip I organized was to Vietnam. This was a 

challenge because the country had just opened for tourism 

and, as I discovered while doing research on the internet, 

it was an area plagued by many diseases. But, we went 

and were so surprised by the beauty of the country and 

its people. Another difficult-and wonderful-trip was 

the one we took to Ethiopia on the occasion of the Timkat 

Feast (Epiphany). It was really amazing. It felt like we 

were traveling through time because we came face to face 

with the Middle Ages and ancestral religious customs that 

are being practiced by the people who live there now. 

The Society of the Friends of the AUB Museum 

is the only group in Lebanon that offers these types of 

cultural trips to unusual destinations. Whenever we can, 

we arrange to have an expert who knows the history and 

culture travel with us. Of course, the museum and the 

society sponsor many other activities about archaeology 

for the community, such as lectures, programs for 

children, and the newsletter. In fact, 

the museum itself is in many ways 

a gift to the community. It is 

such a treasure and especially 

beautiful now since its 

renovation. 



Beyond These Gates 

Raja Tannous, FAFS professor 
and principal investigator 

Business Development Center 
{BDC} 

Beka'a Valley 

In the Beka'a, we are setting up one of four Business 

Development Centers (incubators) to support Lebanon's 

agro-economy sector (agro-food industry, agri-business, 

agro-tourism, and other businesses). I became involved 

in this project because I have always believed, while 

doing my professional work at AUB, in extending serv

ices to the community. In the past, with others, I helped 

bring our dieticians to local hospitals; food scientists to 

serve the agro-food industries ; built community services 

at AREC (the Agricultura l Research and Education Cent

er) such as a creamery and a new food processing pilot 

plant; and established the Lebanese Association of Food 

Scientists and Technologists. 

Participants in the incubators will be Lebanese 

graduates, individuals returning from study abroad , 

those already engaged in start-up business projects, and 

innovative young entrepreneurs. They could be com

pany managers, farmers , food processors, exporters, food 

caterers, and IT engineers. We want to get some brain 

gain out of the brain drain. 

We hope to generate successful companies and 

speed their growth by providing them with a variety of 

business support resources to guarantee financially viable 

and freestanding businesses. Recent graduates and execu

tives will be encouraged to set up their own companies. 

The project is operated jointly by AUB, St. Joseph 

University, and Al-Wafik, an NGO. Our financial support 

comes from a grant that the European Union has made 

to the Lebanese Government's Ministry of Economy and 

Trade, and our human support from a number of experts 

and consultants who provide professional services. 

ln the short term, we hope to develop 30 new busi

nesses during the coming year, but in the future we envi

sion ongoing assistance for new businesses to contribute 

to the continuing economic growth of the country. 
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Leila lliya, president, Women's 
Auxiliary 

Women's Auxiliary Nabila Firzli 
Emergency Fund 

Women's Auxiliary Office, 
behind the Women's Auxiliary 
Coffee Shop, at AUBMC 

The Nabila Firzli Emergency Fund is funded in large 

part by the Women's Auxiliary Coffee Shop. When 

Nabila Firzli was president, she began looking for 

new ways to use our profits. In those days we used 

to provide TV sets and other material things for the 

hospital, but Nabila wanted to do more, to help the 

patients themselves. 

Eventua lly she proposed to the 12-member 

board of the 70-member auxi liary the establishment 

of a special fund to help the very neediest patients 

financially. We finally agreed on 50 million Lebanese 

pounds (about $35 ,000) , and the establishment of the 



fund was announced at our 50th anniversary celebration 

in 2000. The board agreed to name the fund after 

Nabila. 

We help about 400 patients a year- very, very 

needy patients who come to the ER. Many are later 

admitted to the hospital. 

The money for the fund comes from Coffee Shop 

profits, money from hospital coffee machines (given 

Beyond These Gates 

Marwa Abou Dayya (MA Public 
Administration '08), member 
and past president 

AUB UNESCO Club 

AUB- both on and off campus 

to us by the hospital administration) , and a yearly I joined the club in 2004 because I was interested 

fundraising activity: a brunch , a fashion show, a bridge in the type of work it does and I thought it was 

party, or a lunch. Friends give us donations too. Once important to support its mission. The UNESCO 

a member's dentist husband happened to mention Club was founded seven years ago to encourage 

(anonymously, of course-we never use names) a case understanding through cultural, socia l, and educationa l 

to a patient who immediately wrote a check for $10,000 activities . We try to reach different groups in society 

to help a l3 year-old girl who needed spinal surgery. by involving students in activities like social work , 

We donate , on average, 40 million lebanese pounds conflict resolution workshops, human rights awareness 

per year. campaigns , and by encouraging people to recognize 

We are hoping the work will go on and on, that we and talk about ethnic and religious differences. 

will continue to develop 

bonds between AUH 

and the community of 

patients we serve. 

"We help about 400 patients a year-very, 
very needy patients who come to the ER." 

We have 25-30 active 

members. 

last year we held a 

book donation campaign 

that benefited the House of Elderly and Disabled. That 

was one of my best memories of my involvement with 

the club. It was touching to see how happy they were 

to receive these books , knowing that someone still 

cares, knows that you're there , and wants to help. It 

was so rewarding to see that you can actually draw a 

smile on the face of someone who is three years old , 

or seventy years old. At that moment, I really felt our 

message and mission at the UNESCO Club was being 

delivered. 

l believe that the club will keep on carrying this 

message in the coming years. Having freshman and 

sophomore students joining the club reassures me that 

it will remain active and dedicated to a good cause. 
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Be nd These Gates 

Hassan Diab, professor of 
electrical and computer 
engineering; vice president for 
Regional External Programs 
(REP) 

Founding Dhofar University 

Dhofar, Sultanate of Oman 

REP has been involved in the establishment of Dhofar 

University (DU) in the Sultanate of Oman since the 

project was launched in August 2004. We provided help 

in developing its structure as a university with numerous 

operating faculties and administrative units. 

I have been involved in REP-related projects for 

many years and took over as VP for REP on October l , 

2006. Assisting in the founding of DU was a rejuvenating 

and challenging job. Despite the fact that we were building 

a university using AUB as a benchmark, there were many 

decisions to be made, keeping in mind the social and 

cultural norms as well as the needs of the country. DU is 

dedicated to excellence in higher education benchmarkecl 

against international standards, coupled with relevance to 

local needs-both present and emerging. A diverse AUB 

team of 26 members led by former REP Vice President 

George Najjar participated in the project. 

Because DU is in Salalah, the district's inhabitants now 

have the opportunity to pursue higher education close to 

home. It fills other gaps as well. The university's influence 

has been felt strongly in the Salalah community. It pro

vides quality higher education in a region where institutes 

of higher learning are scarce. In the long term, I expect we 

will witness significant development in the community as 

a result of the presence of an educated local population. 

DU has already earned a reputation among private univer

sities in the region. 

REP has extensive experience in assisting 
with the establishment and operation of a 
large number of academic and non-academic 
institutions in Lebanon and the region. 
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Christiane Makarem, Children's 
Cancer Center of Lebanon 
(CCCL), director of voluntee 

CCCL Volunteer Unit 

St. Jude Children's Cancer 
Center of Lebanon, AUBMC 

When I came back to Lebanon after l 7 years in 

England , I looked around for something to do. 

I've always loved children, so I volunteered at 

Children's Cancer Center in late October 2002. 

I became director that November. We now 

universities , most from AUB, who give a mini

mum of two hours per week, playing with the 

children and keeping them happy while they 

wait for blood tests , treatment, and doctors. 

When I started , l realized the children needed the 

chance to play; we also entertain them with concerts 

and musicians. Last year we even had the Bustan Fes

tival Prague Choir. We bring puppeteers; we bring 

magicians. 

Later I realized the children also need to con

tinue their education-just like normal children. 

Our teachers, especially volunteers such as Hassan 

Daouk, run our two-year old education program. 

We started with the older children, who have official 

exams, and now we teach even the very young ones. 

The volunteers receive no special funding, but 

we receive cash donations and also toys, books, pen

cils, and crayons. We are supported by everyone-the 

management, the Board of Trustees of the CCCL, doc

tors, nurses, and the Ministry of Education. 

The volunteers help the whole community by 

demystifying the illness. At the beginning, some of the 

parents almost don't clare touch the child . Then they 

see the young volunteers treating the children totally 

normally, and that's a big accomplishment. The volun

teers are not heroes; they are exceptional young men and 

women who give their time and affection to the children ... 

I think the children are the heroes. They are amazing. The 

children have a wisdom that we lose with time. 

,.. 



B nd These Gates 

Jala Makhzoumi, associate 
professor, Plant Sciences, and 
member of the project team 

IBSAR: A Holistic Landscape 
Approach to Biodiversity Use 
in Lebanon: Partnering with 
Landowners. 

Deir Nbouh, north of Zgharta 

Wassim Ezzedine, a friend of AUB and an alumni 

parent, approached the Initiative for Biodiversity 

Studies in Arid Regions (IBSAR) in early 2004 ask

ing for a proposal to develop 140 hectares that he 

owns in the foothills above Zgharta. Ezzedine's 

aim was to do something that would benefit the 

local community while at the same time ensuring 

the sustainable development of the environment and 

its natural resources. 

l was a member of an interdisciplinary team of 

lBSAR academics and professionals that developed a 

proposal for a holistic, multifaceted , and community 

inclusive three-year project that Ezzedine approved 

in March 2004. The goals of the project are to con

tribute to local livelihoods and private agri-busi

nesses in marginal landscapes; to encourage the 

sustainable use of native plans and natural resourc

to protect and revive traditional rural landscapes and 

rural practices; and to promote local aware

of biodiversity and the sustainable utilization of 

As a landscape architect, participation in the project 

been rewarding because of the opportunity to apply 

holistic, 'landscape' approach to biodiversity and rural 

lopment, which is new to Lebanon. There has been 

recent surge in nature-related tourism in mountain 

landscapes in Lebanon. Although commercially viable, 

tourism needs to be complemented with initiatives like 

the one lBSAR developed that aims to revive traditional 

agricultural practices while preserving the natural and 

rural landscapes. l believe lBSAR's project at Deir Nbouh 

can serve as a successful model for rural development in 

marginal areas of Lebanon, one that is responsive to the 

natural and cultural heritage. 
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Professor Mounir Mabsout, 
former chair of the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 
Department, founder of the CE 
Volunteer Camp 

CE Volunteer Camp 

Mishmish, Akkar 

Last year's CE Volunteer Camp was a pilot experiment-a 

modest effort to encourage students to dedicate 

themselves to public service for eight full days in June 

2006. The camp was located in the Akkar. A group of 

our civil engineering students stayed in the community 

of Mishmish , where they helped people with civil works 

(namely construction) projects. Fifteen AUB students 

were at the site for the whole period . Dr. Salah Sadek 

(who is the advisor of the Civil Engineering Society) and 

I went a couple of times to oversee their work. What 

made this such a memorable experience for me was its 

true success. All the people involved-whether they were 

students or villagers-were very receptive despite their 

differences. The interaction between them was great! 

The mission of civil engineering is 

inherently related to people's lives and 

this project helps to fulfill that mission. 

Working in Mishmish gave our students 

an experience of a different kind. Most 

of the time they train in companies 

that are well funded , but it is seldom 

that they get involved in a volunteer 

project at a disadvantaged site. The 

students also volunteered to tutor 

Mishmish students for their official 

government Brevet exam, at the request 

of the municipality. AUB students also 

teamed with a group of village scouts 

to clean up the forest around Mishmish. 

T initiated this project because lam always looking for 

ways to involve students in real life projects, something 

different than the theory we cover in classes. 

Many students are planning to join next year's 

initiative. With more volunteers , we'll be able to assist in 

more reconstruction and environmental projects-two 
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areas in which there is a lot of work that needs to be 

done in Lebanon. 

The CE Volunteer Camp is a joint initiative by the 

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at 

A UB through the Civil Engineering Society (CES) and 

the Economic and Social Fund for Development at the 

Council for Development and Reconstruction 

(ESFDICDR). 



There are many ways to give back 
to your community. 

Have you considered making a gift to the AUB Annual Fund? 

Your gift helps to sustain the community that is AUB-its dedicated students, 
doctors and nurses, faculty and staff members. It also enriches the academic 
experience enjoyed by many alumni and friends near and far from campus. From 
supporting financial aid to academic research and technology, to promoting diversity 
on the campus, your contribution to the AUB Annual Fund affects the lives of those 
within and beyond the AUB community. 

By supporting the AUB Annual Fund, you make an investment in the future. The 
students at AUB today-many of whom could not be here without your help- will 
follow in the footsteps of generations of AUB alumni who are working to improve 
the communities and societies in which they live and work. 

Please support our community. Make 
a gift to the AUB Annual Fund today. 
On-line: https://give.aub.edu 

Check: Please make your check payable to AUB 

Credit card gifts, securities or questions about the Annual Fund, 
please contact the AUB Development Office in: 

Beirut 
Mr. Ghandi Fala 
Assistant Director for Development Programs 
ghandi.fala@aub.edu.lb 
T: 961.1.)40176 

New York 
Ms. Sujatha Vempaty 
Associate Director of Development-Annual Fund 
vempaty@aub.edu 
T: 212.58] .7672 

Thank you for your support! 



~m lv lorman 

Lebanese farmers confront many risks. As a result 

of a lack of standards, weak surveil lance, and poor 

education, many farmers use the wrong chemicals 

in the wrong ways , sometimes exposing crops to 

internationally banned chemicals , spraying too much, 

and too soon before harvesting. Not only can this ruin 

crops for that year, it can also contami nate the soil and 

groundwater for up to 20 years . Even if a farm manages 

to produce healthy vegetables and safe animal products, 

due to the absence of government subsidies, farmers may 

not be able to find a market or get a fair market price for 

their produce. These are problems that reach far beyond 

individual farms; they affect the health and economic 

stability of the country. Such far-reaching problems 

demand far-reach ing solutions that include changes 

in education , and in government policy. In the Beqa'a 

Valley, a pioneering farm is advocating for change. 

The Agricultural Research and Education Center 

(AREC) , or the AUB farm, has been teaching, researching, 

and reaching out to the farming community for over 50 

years. In each of these endeavors, AREC's aim is to advo

cate and promote the safe and healthy production of food. 

AREC has 60 hectares of healthy farmland , where produce 

is grown with as few synthetic chemicals as possible, and 

ten hectares of organic farmland , where produce is grown 

entirely without man-made agents. lts many head of cattle, 

goats, sheep, and chickens are raised without hormones 

and with sparing use of antibiotics. AREC sets an impres

sive example for both students and the local community. 

For farmers to benefit fully from health and 
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With their scientific knowled&e. practical 

experience. and exposure to advocacy. 

AREC's &raduates can be Found in all areas 

of the a&ricultural world. Some students 

continue in academic pursuits. contributin& 

to scientific research throu&h master's 

and PhD pro&rams. Many join the private 

sector. in some cases startin& their 

own businesses based on their personal 

experience of the demands of Farm life. 

safety standards , education is not enough: they must 

be officially recognized for their efforts. Through the 

LibanCert Company, AREC is involved in helping local 

farmers obtain international certification as organic food 

producers , bringing officials from Europe to inspect and 

classify farms . To date, 25-30 farms have earned this 

status. While this is only a small percentage of Lebanon's 

farms , awareness is growing. "The problem is that our 

impact is selective ," explains AREC Director Mohamad 

Farran. "Interested parties come to us for our services , 

but there isn't much of an incentive since governmemal 

standards aren't enforced. " 

With 50 years of experience, the farm's 

administration and faculty know where to focus their 

efforts and are realistic about the amount of change 

that is feasible. Associate Professor Mustapha Haider, a 

vehement opponent of chemical farming, admits "my 

farm in the north used to be all organic, but to do this 

successfully, you have to be in your fields every day, all 

day. It's a big time commitment and it became too much 

for me. " A more realistic goal is being pursued through 

ARECs biggest outreach initiative, the Sustainable 

Forage Development Program. A majority of the forage 

consumed by Lebanese livestock is grown outside 

Lebanon, creating an expensive dependency. One of the 

goals of the Forage Program is to encourage farmers to 

devote a small area of land for growing forage , increasing 

their self-sufficiency. Faculty and AUB students follow 

up on the progress and help to address problems with 

visits to the farms during the summer, offering both 

knowledge and labor. Five hundred farmers have been 

trained through this program, while another 1,000 

have been trained through similar programs, along 

with government employees and professionals from the 

private sector. 

AUB faculty are pursuing initiatives to address the 

governmental side of this issue as well. Chair of the 

Department of Environmental Health, May Jurdi, and 

Professor Raja Tannous have been part of an effort to draft 

the Lebanese Food Safety Law that stipulates standards 

for safe harvesting, processing, packaging, and labeling of 

food. Jurdi is also active in an awareness campaign in an 

effort to inform consumers about what to demand in food 

labeling practices and what packaging materials are safest. 
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"Full-time" takes on a new meaning for students in 

the Departments of Land and Water Resources, Animal 

Sciences, Plant Sciences, and the Landscaping Program, 

who are required to spend spring and summer semesters 

taking classes , living, and working at the farm. For two 

hours every morning, students lend a hand wherever it 

is needed: at a state-of-the-art poultry house; a creamery 

for making cheese, lebneh , and ice cream; the only goat 

and sheep milking parlor in Lebanon; in the fields; and 

repairing machinery. 

Back in class, students are equally involved on the 

farm. In the spring, for example, students in Associate 

Professor Mustapha Haider's Weed Science class had a 

chance to see the efficacy of eight kinds of weed control 

methods (such as chemical treatments, wheat straw, and 

manual weed removal) during a three-month experiment. 

The resulting growth in the different garden plots vividly 

demonstrated a number of phenomena covered in 

class: that some mulches can be effective in preventing 

only certain kinds of weeds; that some ground covers 

accidentally introduce new seeds to the area, creating a 

"volunteer crop. " For their final presentations, students 

were encouraged to try to understand why, for instance , 

a certain treatment controls only certain weeds, returning 

to the chemical and scientific aspects of plant growth. 

The same class also required students to invent a 

private company that would offer a weeding service to 

benefit local fanners , detailing a budget and a long-term 

weed control strategy. lt is clear that students had taken 

AREC's philosophy to heart, as their virtual companies 

made use of synthetic, cultural, animal , and manual 

methods of weed control for a realistic choice of crops. 

There is another important piece in the agriculture 

puzzle. As Professor Rami Zurayk of the Department 

of Land and Water Resources points out, "we must help 

farmers adhere to safety standards while also helping 

them to establish good marketing windows for the sale 

of their produce." To provide farmers with an honest 

broker, Zurayk established AUB's only private firm , 

Healthy Basket, selling local, organic produce according 

to Fair Trade principles. AREC also participated in a 

privately funded research project, "From Seed to Table", 

to test the viability of growing and selling new varieties 

of vegetables in Lebanon. At the end of the project, the 

results from the production of 30 new kinds of seeds was 

shared in an international vegetable fair where farmers 

and private companies from around the Middle East had 

the chance to see and discuss which vegetables were the 

most successful. "Everybody wins ," says Nuhad Daghir, 

former dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food 

Sciences and acting provost. "AREC faculty and students 

have the experience of planting, growing, and cultivating 

plants they've never worked with and the international 

community gets a better idea of what to buy next year. " 

With their scientific knowledge , practical 

experience, and exposure to advocacy, AREC's graduates 

can be found in all areas of the agricultural world. Some 

students continue in academic pursuits, contributing 

to scientific research through master's and PhD 

programs. Many join the private sector, in some cases 

starting their own businesses based on their personal 

experience of the demands of farm life . Still others 

become teachers, not uncommonly returning to AREC, 

sharing their scientific and practical knowledge-as 

well as their commitment to advocacy-with the next 

generation . With their roots in the soil , they are helping 

to provide the multi-disciplinary solution that 

Lebanon needs. 
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In Our Histor 

Pre-Ping Pong: Abdel 

Kicks 
at AUB and in Ler'Ya·~·~·,··-:!i 

Aleksandra Majstorac Kobiljski 



In falll929, a delegation of 22 athletes from the 

Egyptian University visited Beirut for a week of 

athletic contests in football, basketball, track and field, 

and tennis. The following spring, ten AUB athletes 
visited Cairo for a similar series of events. These 

visits, initiated by Abdel Satar Traboulsi and officially 

or ilie development of sports at AUB. These events 

would be fairly unremarkable today when AUB sport 

teams compete international and locally and AUB 
students are often seen running along the Corniche. 

But back then, this sports exchange was noteworthy 

for several reasons: it took place before commercial air 
travel and it was an indication that in just two years 

Director of Athletics Traboulsi had strengthened AUB 
teams to the point that they were able to compete 

successfully against teams from Cyprus and Egypt. 
The increasing popularity of sports at AUB played 
an important role in the development of a culture of 

physical education in Lebanon. 

For more than 40 years, Traboulsi who was the 

champion of Lebanon and the Arab world in pistol 
shooting competition, was the driving force behind AUB 

sports. He joined the University in 1927, and because 

of his youth and enthusiasm quickly became a role 

model for students, encouraging them to stick with 

sports even after they had 

satisfied the mandatory 

requirements . 

In 1947, Trablousi led 75 AUB students and community 
members on a 3-day ski trip to the Cedars 

In Our History 

Physical activity had long been an important part of 

education at AUB since it was widely believed that 

competitive sports would improve and strengthen young 
men's character. First introduced in the 1880s, Field 

Day became a formally organized public event a decade 
later. Despite the popularity of Field Day, however, 

there was not much else in the way of organized sports 

on campus. 

There were sporting events-football, bicycle 

races, tennis matches, and basketball games-in Beirut. 

Some of the first such recorded meetings actually took 
place at AUB. After the end of World War I and the 

economic recovery of the second half of the 1920s, 

more students flocked to the University. With Traboulsi's 
encouragement, many foreign students discovered sports 

for the first time. In 1927-28, President Bayard Dodge 
wrote that the academic year "has been a successful one 

in the athletics life of the University, owing mainly to 
the enthusiasm and organizing ability of the Physical 

Director. [ ... ] This has given an opportunity for an 
increasing number of students of mediocre athletic 

ability to compete, whereas heretofore there has been a 

tendency for only the better athletes to take part. This, 
we feel , is a distinct advance in the athletic life." 

By 1933, AUB had a number of basketball, 

football , and volleyball teams for men, in addition to 

a women's basketball team. Two years later, there were 
16 tennis courts on campus, a volleyball court, indoor 

roller skating rink, a bowling alley, gymnastics room , 
and three outdoor basketball courts. This was quite a 

unique collection of sports facilities in Lebanon at the 

time. AUB athletes participated in national meets . 

In 1931 AUB athletes took part in an all-Lebanon 

track and field meet at Rayak , entering nine of the 

ten events scheduled and wining seven first-place 

medals and two second-place spots. In 1932, the 

varsity team won three out of the five matches it 

played against local sport clubs. 

In the interwar period, tennis was the sport of 

choice especially for faculty and alumni, although a 
number of students and frequent campus visi tors 

were often spotted on the tennis courts as well. At 

that time, the tennis courts were located behind 

College Hall where the jafet Library is today. As the 

library was then on the second fl oor of Coll ege Hall , 
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students spent many sunny days studying in the library 

and wishing they had the time to indulge in a game or 

two. Women students from the period often remember 

the breathtaking view of the Mediterranean and the 

tennis courts that they enjoyed from the balcony of 

the Women's Lounge. In 1933 there were more than 

130 members of the AUB Tennis Club, but only l3 of 

them were women! To encourage more women to use 

the courts, a faculty member offered to give women 

tennis lessons first in the Handball Room in West Hall 

and then on the tennis courts. In addition, women 

students were allowed to use President Dodge's tennis 

court on Fridays, a privilege that earned them the 

envy of male students. ln 1939, the AUB Tennis Club 

had to turn away members because the courts were 

regularly overbooked. That same year the Lebanese 

Championship was formally organized and held at 

AUB. Nadim Majdalani became the Lebanese Tennis 

Champion, a position he would hold for a number of 

years to follow. 

In 1935, the new swimming facilities on the 

rocks below the campus proved to be a great success. 

Many students participated in various water sports, 

from swimming and free jumps to water polo. Women 

students had access to both the faculty and student 

beaches. (They were later merged in the 1940s.) 

Traboulsi also introduced training for lifeguards , which 

continued for decades. In 1952 the first woman student 

became a lifeguard. 

During the 1940s, Traboulsi promoted a wide range 

of sports and introduced interested students to a number 

of new sports , such as ping-pong, archery, badminton, 

hockey, bodybuilding, and skiing. His success at 

AUB contributed to his reputation off campus and he 

became known as the consummate physical education 

professional. A commentary on the state of sports in 

Lebanon published in Revue du Liban in December 1946, 

says it quite well: "Sport is much neglected in Beirut, 

except at the American University, and this is thanks 

to the excellent coach - Abele! Satar Traboulsi . His 

technique merits that we entrust him with the physical 

education of the entire Lebanese youth. " 

Traboulsi's tireless efforts to promote coihpetitive 

and recreational sports on campus started bearing 

fruit. AUB alumni such as Michel and Ernest Farah, 



Top: Late 1940s: Students at the swimming rocks 

Left: May 1929: The Syrian Olympics-Track and Field Championships 
atAUB 

Bottom: Feb. 1948: Traboulsi (standing, far left) and a selection of 
Varsity team players from H.M.S. "Newcastle" and H.M.S. "Chevron" 

In Our History 

joe and Maurice Tabet, and Labib and Nadim Majdalani 
dominated the tennis scene. These were men whose 

appreciation and passion for sports was nurtured by 

Traboulsi in the 1930s. They had all been members of 
varsity teams during their years at AUB. The Lebanese 

Tennis Championships continued to be hosted at AUB 
throughout the 1940s. At the same time, the AUB 

varsity teams were regularly beating other local and 

international teams. (AUBites are particularly proud 

of their victory over the Cyprus football championship 
team in 1946.) When the Lebanese Olympic CommiLLee 
was founded in 1947, it was in part the result of 

Traboulsi's two decades of passion and commitment. 

Today, the Athletics Department is an important 
part of student life at AUB and one of the most active 

members of the Universities Sports Federation of 

Lebanon (FSUL), as well as many other local and 
international clubs and sports bodies. Traboulsi was 

often heard to say to AUB students, "it is not important 
to win, but to take part." Traboulsi's vision of sports 
at AUB lives on, as the Athletics Department provides 

all students, regardless of their ability or previous 

experience, the ability to get involved in sports. ln 

spring 2007, the opportunities for AUB student athletes 
will be further enhanced when the Charles W. Hostler 

Student Center-a 93 ,000-square-foot hub for 

sports and student activities-opens its doors. 
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Nike Winter Olympics campaign with Bode Miller 
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In the seemingly greedy, superficial , 

bottom-line obsessed advertising 

world , Miriam 'Mira' Kaddoura's 

success may be a bit of a puzzle. 

She is too young, too honest, and 

too sensitive to be an accomplished 

businesswoman and shrewd 

advertiser. Her dossier of campaigns 

with the prestigious Global Ad 
Agency Wieden + Kennedy, however, 
proves otherwise. Kaddoura's art 

direction for the recent "I Feel Pretty" 

campaign featuring tennis legend 

Maria Sharapova and last year's Nike 

"Real Women" campaign challenge 

the idea that successful advertising 

sells shallowness. Even the behind the 

scenes story for these projects goes 

against the grain, showing that the 

best campaigns don't always come 

from millions of dollars. 



Miriam Kaddoura (BA '00) has the 

graceful friendliness of someone who 

could feel comfortable anywhere and 

in any situation, and indeed it's hard to 

find a situation where she hasn't met 

with success. Born in Egypt, Kaddou

ra spent her adolescent years in Can

ada. Half way through middle school , 

she had to readjust again when her 

family moved to Beirut. After graduat

ing from AUB with a degree in Graphic 

Design, Kaddoura took a chance, left 

her friends and family, and moved 

once again, this time to Richmond, 

Virginia. She completed her master's 

at the Virginia Commonwealth Adcenter 

Mira Kaddoura ('00) 

and has been working 

as an art director at 

Wieden + Kennedy for 

the last four years, a 

brief time to have so 

distinguished herself. 

Throughout these 

many transrtions, Kad

doura's ability and pas

sion for connecting 

with people has given 

her strength in her per

sonal life and proves 

to be what makes her 

professional work stand 

out. 

With a sociologist 

mother and a surgeon 

for a father, travel 

was bound to be part of Kaddoura's 

childhood, but that did not make it 

easy. "When most people were fleeing 

from Lebanon, my family moved in the 

opposite direction. My father went to live 

in Beirut in 1987 due to the shortage 

of doctors there. My mom joined him 

with me and my brothers in December 

of 1989." The move was stressful 

for Kaddoura, and not only because 

of the politics and violence. "I was a 

middle schooler. I had a junior prom 

coming , a clique of friends, a crush-1 

was devastated!" She confesses that 

she was only able to stay devastated 

for a matter of months after moving to 

Beirut. "No one was mean to me, " she 

explains, succinctly. "And that was 

rare for middle school." 

In Beirut, Kaddoura found a 

free and open environment for young 

people. "There was no cocoon. We 

could stay out late with our friends 

and our parents didn 't worry about us 

or give us strict curfews. That wasn 't 

true in Canada," she says. This luxury 

of safety was based on the tightness 

of the Beirut community. With that 

security went a civic responsibility and 

Kaddoura had first-hand experience 

in that as well. During the last year 

of the war, she and her family would 

provide assistance, in the form 

of food, medical attention, or just 

company, to their neighbors, whatever 

their religious or ethnic description. 

"We just helped out when people 

were in trouble," Kaddoura says. "If 

that's not tolerance, I don't know what 

is. " Despite her many homelands, 

Kaddoura says she has felt Lebanese 

ever since moving to Beirut. 

Perhaps it is not surprising , given 

these beginnings, that Kaddoura 's 

original intent was to be a doctor 

like her father. "It was actually my 

father who convinced me not to go 

into medicine," she remembers. "He 

brought in two female doctors to tell 

me how you give up so much of your 

life and all of your free time to this 

stressful profession." Kaddoura took 

this warning to heart and pursued 

many of her other interests, graduating 

in with a degree in Graphic Design. 

II 
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Studying this field at AUB allowed 

Kaddoura to explore various mediums 

and develop her creative mind. She 

even revived her interest in dance for 

her final senior project. 

While advertising and surgery 

may seem vastly different career 

paths, Kaddoura's creative mind easily 

bridges the gap. "In both professions, 

people come to you with a problem 

and it's up to you to figure out a 

solution. Doctors have patients, I have 

clients, but we both just do what we 

can to help. The thing I do most is 

come up with ideas." 

Kaddoura's ideas are good 

too. They take the analogy between 

doctors and advertisers one 

step further, exemplifying how an 

advertisement can actually help and 

inspire a consumer while pleasing the 

client. The Real Women campaign for 

Nike that featured testimonials from 

women talking about their "imperfect" 

bodies truly challenged the standards 

of female beauty. The novelty of 

hearing a woman speaking with 

pride about her wide and muscular 

shoulders, her "thunder-thighs", or 

her "tomboy knees" was arresting and 

made the Real Women campaign an 

award-winning and celebrated one. 

The project becomes even more 

campaign and some web advertising. 

No budget for TV spots. But we had 

an idea for web-films and we had 

some video equipment and just really 

wanted to make them. The women in 

the films were just some friends from 

work-actual , real women. We were 

just going to post the films on the web. 

Then Diane Sawyer on Good Morning 

America, CNN, Access Hollywood ... 

picked them up and everyone got 

interested." Thus, the ad campaign 

that debunked unhealthy ideals of 

beauty also debunks the idea that 

good marketing comes from multi

million dollar contracts. What counts 

most is what Kaddoura does so well: 

coming up with the ideas. 

This effort to enfranchise people 

and make them proud of something 

is truly a characteristic of Kaddoura's 

work. "If I can make people see 

something different-especially about 

themselves-l'm happy. I know that I've 

connected with someone." Another 

well-known campaign of Kaddoura's, 

entitled "I Feel Pretty," stars the tennis 

legend Maria Sharapova. Kaddoura 

explains the project as being "about 

the duality of being pretty and kicking 

ass at your job." Again, the message 

not only sells a product but sends 

out a positive and all too infrequently 

support. "At the end of the lecture I 

gave at AUB last year, a student 

asked me how I was able to just pick 

up and move to Virginia and leave 

everyone I knew behind, " Kaddoura 

remembers . "The question kind of 

surprised me, because I never felt 

like I left the people who mattered. 

It was hard , of course, and really 

lonely, but I knew that my family 

would always support me. I think 

I've become even closer to them 

because of that distance. It taught 

us to trust each other." 

With so much success at such 

a young age, does Kaddoura feel 

that she has fallen into the trap that 

her father's colleagues tried to warn 

her away from so many years ago? 

Kaddoura admits that her career eats 

into her free time, but she is quick 

to acknowledge the luck she has 

had and the advantages that her job 

affords; the opportunities for travel 

and the variety of projects she works 

on keep her stimulated. Looking 

into the future, Kaddoura fantasizes 

about having more time to work on 

her own art projects, especially to 

explore installation art, a new and 

exciting area for her. Given what she 

has done for the field of advertising , 

it will be exciting for the rest of 

impressive when Kaddoura explains heard message to the consumer. us to see how she redefines 

what went on behind the scenes. Kaddoura attributes much of her other disciplines. 

"We only had the budget for a print success and inspiration to her family's 

"Real Women· campa1gn for Nike 

N1ke US Soccer campaign with Ronaldinho 



Zahra Hankir BA '06 Just two hours before Lebanon's air

port was bombed for the first time, 

Omar Chatah, Akl Fahed, Ghassan 

Yaacoub, and I (all AUB students) left 

for Greece to take part in an interna

tional program that was described as 

"an educational, cultural and social 

exchange. " Before departing from 

Beirut Airport, I frantically called my 

mother and told her I would not 

leave given that the situation 

WY' \e., 
mes contributions 
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sent to mamga e 

was rapidly deteriorating. She 

refused to let me stay, telling 

me that by proudly repre

senting Lebanon abroad, I'd 

truly be serving my coun

try. Nonetheless, I was dis

turbed by the idea of dis

cussing conflict resolution 

with Israelis in Crete while 

my country was being 

shelled and my loved ones were being 

brutally threatened. I left Beirut with 

a lump in my throat, as did the entire 

Lebanese delegation. 

The goal of the International Insti

tute for Political and Economic Studies 

(IIPES), which is organized and funded 

by Georgetown University and the 

Fund for American Studies, was to 

open our minds and change our lives. 

No small feat. Former IIPES alumni , 

many of whom were AUB students, 

had convinced us to apply to the 

program for these very reasons. But 

our thoughts-and reality-were else

where. The classroom was as global 

as one could get, with students com

ing from countries as diverse as Ser

bia and Syria. But we weren't sure if 

this "global approach" to international 

issues would really prove effective. 

Ideally, one must learn to distinguish 

between the flag and the person. In 

the context of war, can that really be 

possible? 

When we first met the Israeli 

students on the program, we initially 

approached each other with curios

ity. As we got to know each other, 

anger, rage, and frustration would 

often prompt heated debates that 

forced us to think critically. No topic 

was off limits, and these debates 

challenged-and sometimes strength

ened-many of our previously held 

beliefs. Discussions ranged from Isra

el 's "right" to exist, to Hezbollah 's 

intentions in Lebanon. 

My greatest dilemma emerged 
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maingate connections 

when I read an article that one of the 

students had published in Haaretz. 

Entitled "Coffee with Lebanese," the 

piece wrote of the writer's experi

ence at IIPES. Yet the fact that he 

felt that Israelis were "very similar to 

the Lebanese ... " particularly in terms 

of "the delicate fabric of sub-groups 

in the society, the strong connection 

to the West, politically and cultur

ally, and the nonstop coastal cities 

and an intense desire for economic 

prosperity and peace," bothered me 

immensely. I saw that his message 

of "prosperity and peace" really had 

underlying political points that were 

part of a larger political agenda. The 

Lebanese student that the author 

wrote about in the article, "M, " was 

vehemently anti-Hezbollah. His views 

were clearly considered sober and 

reasonable. Despite the hatred for 

Israel as a constant enemy of the 

Arab world , he shows a lot more 

hatred for Syria, Hezbollah , and Iran. 

Such a statement clearly seemed to 

me to be part of an attempt to con

done Israel 's disproportionate and 

horrendous aggression. The article 

disturbed me: maybe the political 

situation was bigger than we were, 

and maybe, just maybe, by engaging 

in dialogue with Israeli students, we 

were not transcending the situation, 

but rather fuelling it. 

I decided that although we were 

essentially pawns of the same game, 

we were all indoctrinated with certain 

mind frames that would not shift dras

tically, even at IIPES. The scope of 

change would have its limits. Nonethe

less, this gave way to interactions that 

did not revolve around politics. 

We subsequently got to know 

each other as human beings, and not 

political pawns from the "other side." 

Some of us became drawn to one 

other, possibly feeling that it was nec

essary that we reach constructive con

clusions rather than simply disagree. 

In some strange manner, we became 

unexpected friends. Inevitably, some 

other members of the group could 

not understand this, particularly those 

who felt it was offensive to agree with 

the "enemy" on particular contentious 

issues. While the most atrocious events 

were taking place in Lebanon, Israe

li students consoled the Lebanese. 

Some of them even apologized, as if 

they assumed some responsibility for 

the war. After a rigorous process, we 

were finally dealing with one another as 

people, not as Lebanese or Israelis. 

In our world of realpolitik, it is quite 

easy to be skeptical of a feel-good 

"global approach." Three weeks of dia

logue, exchange, and soul searching 

The author with program 
participants from Lebanon 

still left me skeptical as to what effect 

the approach could truly have on the 

ground. I expressed this to one of the 

Israeli students. "We're powerless," I 

said. "When you get back to Israel, you 

might be asked by the IDF to serve on 

my land, against my people." 

Surprisingly, my Israeli colleague 

told me that he had already been "sum

moned" to the army, but that he would 

not return until the conflict was over. 

And he didn't. IIPES had changed 

him in the same way it changed all 

the Lebanese and Israeli students on 

the program, and in the same way it 

has changed me. Ultimately, it proved 

that a commitment to critical think

ing, particularly in terms of approach

ing international issues, can certainly 

translate into empower

ment and a desire to end 

aggression- regardless 

of differing political views 

and agenda. 

Ultimately, despite 

the reality of Lebanon 's 

current volatile situation, 

the desire to serve my 

country has strength

ened. IIPES motivated 

me to aim higher and 

challenge myself further 

despite the ailing status 

quo, helping me come to the realiza

tion that the key to creating a global 

community is education and global 

awareness. The choice to leave Leba

non and pursue a higher education 

in the West was not as difficult as it 

would seem. Essentially, what keeps 

me motivated is the firm belief that I 

am away from home temporarily in 

order to get the best education possi

ble so that I can return and truly make 

a difference-on the ground. (i) 



1 u_o s_ 

Abdullatif Succar 

(BA '4 7) retired in 1980 after 

a 27 -year career with the 

United Nations System of 

Organizations. From August 

1948 until April 1956, Succar 

worked at the Security 

Council Department of the 

United Nations Secretariat in 

New York. He resigned to 

return to Syria upon the death 

of his father, but later rejoined 

the United Nations Operation 

in Congo (Kinshasa). He 

was subsequently assigned 

as a residential representa

tive (ResRep) in Somalia, the 

People's Republic of South 

Yemen, and Saudi Arabia and 

was regional representative 

for Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 

Area (covering Bahrain, Qatar, 

UAE, and Oman) from 1971 

until 1978. Succar ended 

his career as a ResRep in 

Jordan in 1980. He now lives 

in Brumana, Lebanon and 

can be reached via e-mail at 

alsuccar@inco.com.lb or by 

phone at (961) 01 797930, 

03 919120. All friends are 

welcome to call or visit. 

.1950s 

Hagop 5. Pambookian 

(BA '57) writes "I have given 

several talks to area com

munities about the attack on 

Lebanon before and after the 

war. There is so much misin

formation out there. Besides 

talks to the Rotary and 

Kiwanis Clubs, and a letter 

to the editor, I have also had 

newspaper and radio inter

views. I was glad to be able to 

help!" Pambookian is a pro

fessor emeritus of psychology 

at Shawnee State University 

in Portsmouth, OH. 

.1960s 

Albert Dadis 

(BA '63) continues to travel 

between Germany, Cyprus, 

and Beirut. He especially 

enjoys being in Beirut where 

he sees many of his former 

classmates; he also stays in 

touch with friends and class

mates around the world. 

They exchange news and 

keep themselves up-to-date 

with latest developments. He 

would like to hear from old 

friends, who can reach him at 

afdadis@hotmail.com. 

Gunvor Rottensten 

(BA '67) writes that after 

graduating from AUB, she 

went back to Denmark for 

three years to pursue further 

studies. She then worked for 

thirty years as a translator 

in the European Parliament, 

Luxembourg, where she still 

lives. She is now retired 

and can be contacted at 

gunvor@pt.lu. 

19 70_s_ __ 

Mohammad Khattab 

(MA, Ed. '7 4) worked as a 

teacher training specialist 

with UNRWA (United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for 

Beyond Bliss Street 
class notes 

Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East) in Beirut and Amman for 

more than 20 years. In 1984, 

he received his PhD in edu

cational psychology from the 

University of London Institute 

of Education. He has worked 

as an assistant professor at 

several universities, and has 

been the director of train

ing and development in Saad 

National Schools, Saad Group, 

AI-Khobar, in Saudi Arabia 

since 1996. Khattab helped 

to organize in-service teacher 

training programs in many 

countries in the MENA region 

in cooperation with Ministries 

of Education, UNICEF, 

UNESCO and UNRWA. 

He can be contacted at 

smakhattab@hotmail.com. 

Hassan El-Saghir 

(BS '76) writes to thank the 

University and his teachers at 

FAFS (Faculty of Agricultural 

and Food Sciences) for a 

beautiful and well-organized 

reunion in 2006. EI-Saghir 

noted that a highlight of the 

event was the tour of the AUB 

Museum, which has been 

extensively renovated and is 

much improved since he first 

visited as an IC student in 

1962. Since 2002, he has 

spent his summers visiting 

family and friends in Beirut. 

He has been living in Canada 

since 1984, but still contem

plates returning to Lebanon. 

He can be contacted at 

helsaghir8@hotmail.com. 

Rima Kassantini Zantout 
(BA '78) writes that after 

working in the Development 

Office at AUB, she joined 

the banking sector and 

works at First National Bank 

in Beirut. She is a certified 

anti-money laundering spe

cialist and a consultant and 

speaker for the Association of 

Certified Money Laundering 

Specialists (ACAMS). She is 

also a Rotarian. She can be 

reached at 

rzantout@fnb.com.lb. 

1_2_8_0s 

Fadi K. Haikal 
(BBA '81, MBA '87) has been 

working in Nigeria for the past 

seven months as a general 

manager in the snacks/con

fectionary business of the 

Zard Group of companies. He 

can be reached by phone at 

00 234 8055750510 and 00 

234 27505008 or by e-mail at 

fadihaikal@hotmail.com. 

Abdur Razzak 

Muhammad-Bashir 
A by ad 
(BS '82, MD '86, MS '88) 

is the editor of Middle East 

Journal of Age & Aging and 

of Middle East Journal of 

Business; the chairman of 

Middle East Academy for 

Medicine of Aging; the coor

dinator of Middle East Primary 

Care Research Network; the 

coordinator of Middle East 

Network on Aging Research; 

and the president of Middle 

East Association on Aging 
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and Alzheimer's. You can 

contact him by e-mail at 

aabyad@gahs.ae. 

1~ 0 s_ 

Hassan Masri 
(BS, TD '91) writes that he 

worked as a teacher for a 

while until he got his cur

rent job as a weatherman 

at Directorate General Civil 

Aviation at Rafic Hariri 

International Airport in Beirut. 

During the first few days of 

the July war, he stayed at 

home with his wife Lina and 

their one-year-old daughter 

Hala. When his house sus-

c l ass n o t es 

political status in Lebanon. 

She is also the author of 

six chi ldren's stories, writ

ten in Arabic , which promote 

democracy, good govern

ance, and the preservation 

of the environment. Diala is 

married to Ghassan Talhouk 

and is the mother of Adel 

(born 2000) and Omar 

(born 2005) . Her email is 

ghassant@microsoft.com 

Walid Aboujaoude 
(MD '94) writes that he is 

board certified in the United 

States in internal medicine 

and nephrology, and did 

his specialty in transplanta-

tained damage during one tion nephrology at Indiana 

of the air strikes, he had to University. In January 2006 

move in with his parents. 

He later discovered that 

his house had been com

pletely destroyed. Hassan 

says that he is grateful to be 

alive and hopes for a more 

peacefu l future for Lebanon . 

He can be contacted at 

aubite1991 @hotmail.com. 

Diala Fayssal Arslan 
(BA '93) reports that she 

was a technical man

ager of the "Blindness 

Prevention Program" funded 

by "IMPACT Middle East" 

which screened 1 0,000 stu

dents from Aley's 44 pub

lic schools and distributed 

575 free pairs of eyeglasses 

to students with poor eye

sight. She is a member of 

the "Committee for Women 

Political Empowerment" 

that promotes women 's 
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he opened a new state-of

the-art dialysis center at 

the Middle East Institute of 

Health in Bsalim, Lebanon, 

a 200-bed tertiary care 

center in the Beirut sub

urbs. He can be reached at 

abouj@excite.com 

Abd Al Rahman ltani 
attended AUB for two 

years as a graduate stu

dent in chemistry (1995-97) 

and again in 2001-03. He 

completed his studies in 

chemistry at the Beirut Arab 

University, where he earned 

his degree in June 2005. 

He then moved to Saudi 

Arabia where he is the plant 

manager of the Bomanite 

Corporation 's Middle East 

Division in Jeddah. The 

company produces archi

tectural concrete and oper-

ates under a license from 

Bomanite USA. ltani was 

recently awarded a scholar

ship from King Abdul Aziz 

University to study for his 

master's degree and hopes 

to be able to earn a PhD as 

wel l. He sends his greetings 

to all his friends at AUB. He 

can be reached on his mobile 

phone at 00966502200279 

and by e-mai l at 

alrahmanitani@yahoo.com 

Lara Salman 

(BS '97, TD '01), a profes

sional artist, recently launched 

a new brand of texti les called 

Rami Houssari 

(BBA '04) now lives in 

Houston, where he has been 

the finance manager of a car 

dealership for the past two 

years. He can be reached at 

ramii64@hotmail.com. 

Mouhammad Salah 

Eddine ltani 

(BBA '04) writes that he is 

the head of the account

ing department and the 

marketing manager consult

ant at Salah Eddine ltani 

Motorcycle Stores (YAMAHA) 

- a family business. He 

recently got engaged to 

Rayyan Mekdashi. He 

"Tantana," and a new line of may be contacted at 

poufs and furniture. msi92@hotmail.com. 

Amira Choucair 

(BS '99) received her PhD 

in physical chemistry from 

McGill University in 2004. 

She then joined the National 

Research Counci l of Canada 

as a research scientist work

ing in the area of biophysi

cal chemistry. She recently 

moved to Rhode Island 

and can be reached at 

mirachoucair@hotmail.com. 

2000s 

Kamal Abi Salloum 

(BE '04) is currently an oil 

and gas business analyst 

for Total, a French oil and 

gas company. Kamal splits 

his time between Dubai and 

Paris and can be reached at 

kamal@hotmail .com. 

Mariana Dakessian 

(BBA '05) thanks MainGate 

for keeping readers informed 

and updated on AUB and 

its alumni. Since graduat

ing in June 2005, she has 

had several different jobs, 

and now works as a mem

ber of Kuwait's Permanent 

Mission at the United 

Nations in Geneva. Mariana 

can be reached at 004179 

7875868 or by e-mai l at 

mariana_d13@hotmail.com. 

Mariam Zantout 

(BA, TD '05) graduated with 

double majors in nutrition 

and science education for 

secondary levels. While at 

AUB, she trained as a ninth 

grade biology teacher at the 

American Community School 

(ACS). After graduation 



she worked at AI-Baba AI 

Moumtaza Sweets in Saida 

as a hazard analysis and criti

cal control points coordinator 

(HACCP). She moved from 

there to Hammoud Hospital, 

where she worked as a dieti

cian for Sodexho Company. 

She currently works in 

the Nutrition Department 

at Raee Hospital in Saida 

and part-time at their clinic . 

She can be contacted at 

maz16@aub.edu.lb 

Zahra Hankir 
(BA '06) is in the UK at the 

University of Manchester, 

where she is pursuing her 

master's degree in Middle 

Eastern studies. She hopes 

to study for a PhD at anoth

er UK institution and has 

just finished writing her PhD 

proposal. She was recently 

hired as an editorial assist

ant to work on a book on 

Islamic law that wil l be pub

lished by Oxford University 

Press in 2007. Her email is 

zahraleb@gmail.com. 

Amer Koraytem 
(MBA '06) is pleased to hear 

news about AUB. He recent

ly got married and moved to 

Kuwait. His wife, Hiba ltani, 

is also an AUB graduate (BA 

Economics '02, MA Financial 

Economics '05). They both 

work at the National Bank 

economic researcher. They 

have just received the good 

news that they are expecting 

a baby! 

Joelle M. Abi Rached 
(MD '06) has been awarded 

the highly competitive PJD 

Wiles Scholarship by the 

London School of Economics 

and Political Science (LSE) . 

Only ten scholarships are 

awarded to candidates from 

22 countries in the Middle 

East, North Africa , and 

South Asia. Abi Rached is 

pursuing a master 's degree 

in philosophy and public pol

icy and can be reached at 

oelleabirached@yahoo.com. 

Recently honored 
alumni: 

Riad Salameh (BA '56) 

On Tuesday, September 

19, 2006 Banque du 

Liban Governor Riad 

Salameh was named Best 

Central Bank Governor 

in the World (2006) by 

Euromoney magazine. 

This is the first time 

Euromoney has awarded 

this title to an Arab 

official. At a reception 

held in Singapore at 

the Raffles Plaza Hotel 

during the 2006 IMF/ 

World Bank meetings, 

Chairman of Euromoney 

of Kuwait (NBK ) in Kuwait Institutional Investor PLC, 

where Amer is product man

ager in the Consumer Loans 

and Marketing Department 

J and his wife is an assistant 

Padraic Fallon presented 

the award to Salameh. 

Fallon said that Salameh 

now faces yet another 

Beyond Bliss Street 
c l a s s n o t e s 

challenge in his 13-year 

tenure as Lebanon 's 

Central Bank governor 

after the Israeli war on 

Lebanon , but added that 

Salameh had dealt with 

previous challenges with 

f lying colors and would 

likely do so again. 

Bernard Ghanem (BE 

'05) Rami Abdallah 

(BE '06) 

Each year, FEA presents 

the Charli Korban Award, 

which was established 

by the family of an ECE 

(E lectrical and Computer 

Engineering) graduate 

who died prematurely, to 

an outstanding graduat

ing ECE undergraduate 

and graduate student. In 

2005, the recipient of the 

undergraduate Korban 

Award was Bernard 

Ghanem. Ghanem , who 

is now a graduate student 

at the University of Illinois, 

also won the Henderson 

Award in ECE at Il linois in 

2006. The 2006 recipi

ent of the undergradu

ate Korban Award at AUB 

was Rami Abdallah, also a 

graduate student at Illinois. 

The person responsible for 

administrating the Korban 

Award is the late Charli 

Korban 's brother, Safi 

Korban , who is a professor 

of genetics in agriculture at 

the University of Il linois in 

Urbana-Champaign. 

Fouad Kronfol 
(BS '57, MS '70) 

was awarded a medal "For 

the Cause of Population, 

Family and Children" by the 

government of the Socialist 

Republic of Vietnam. The 

award honors his "out

standing contribution to 

the care and protection of 

Vietnamese children" dur

ing the period 1 980-83 

when he was the UNICEF 

Representative in Hanoi, 

Vietnam. Fouad can be 

reached at 120 Ferland , 

1 0-D, lie Des Soeurs, 

Verdun, Quebec H3E1 L 1, 

Canada. 

Alumni ~ 
On-line 
Community 
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alumni happenings 

MIDDLE EAST Alumni Association 

Abu Dhabi Chapter 

October 5: The chapter held a suhur 

night at the Abu Dhabi Forces Officers 

Club, where AUB alumni and friends 

gathered to enjoy the food , smoke 

shisha, and play games and cards 

until the early hours of the morning. 

October 9: Director of Admissions 

Salim Kanaan , in coordination with the 

Abu Dhabi Chapter, held an "open 

session" at the Abu Dhabi Sheraton 

Hotel for prospective students. 

November 21: Dr. Mouna Fayyad 

gave a lecture at the Abu Dhabi 

Cultural Foundation on "sectarianism 

versus nationalism. " 

December 8: The Abu Dhabi 

Alumni Chapter organized a 'Day Out' 

at the Emirates Palace where many 

AUB alumni and their families enjoyed 

a day of outdoor activities. 

Dubai and Northern Emirates 

The AUB Alumni Association Dubai 

and Northern Emirates has done it 

again! Its donation in 2004 was the 

single largest donation ever made to 

AUB by an alumni group in a single 

year, and this year they matched it 

again. Representing the association, 

Treasurer Yasser EI-Hajj presented a 

$500,000 check to Acting President 

George Tomey, Provost Peter Heath, 

and Director of Development lmad 

Baalbaki in College Hall. Other 

decided to allocate 

its $500 ,000 

gift as follows: 

$350,000 to the 

Dubai and Northern 

Emirates Endowed 

Scholarship and the 

remaining $150,000 

to the Dubai and 

Northern Emirates 

Current Scholarship 

to be awarded to 

needy and deserving students in the 

2006-07 ·academic year. The money 

raised by the Dubai alumni is the result 

of yet another successful year of social, 

cultural, and fundraising activities that 

included a spectacular gala dinner 

in Dubai in May under the theme 

"Together We Build Lives"-a theme 

that is particularly appropriate when 

the event 's proceeds are earmarked 

for financial aid. 

Eastern Province - Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia 

Chapter members recently met with 

the managing board and owners of 

NAPCO (National Paper Products 

Company) to discuss issues regarding 

extension programs, the Executive 

MBA program, and seminars to be 

held in Saudi Arabia and Lebanon 

for their employees. AUB Director of 

Admissions Dr. Salim Kanaan attended 

members of the Dubai Committee the meeting which ended with the 

leadership include President Raja 

Trad, Vice President Najat Zarour, and 

Secretary Amer Bibi. Since 1998, 

the AUB Alumni Association Dubai 

and Northern Emirates has donated 

more than $2.25 million dollars to the 

University. 

The Dubai and Northern Emirates 
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chairman of NAPCO presenting AUB 

with a check for 50,000 SR for AUB 's 

Scholarship Fund . 

The chapter also met with a 

former ARAMCO employee who plans 

to involve AUB in an agreement with 

the ARAMCO Executive Vice President 

on petroleum engineering. 

A suhur night ("AI-Khobar") honoring Lebanese 
MP Bahia Hariri held by the Eastern Province 
-Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Oct 5: Lebanese MP Bahia 

Hariri was the guest of honor at a 

suhur night ("AI-Khobar") attended 

by more than 550 AUB alumni of 

the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia 

and their friends. Dr. Salim Kanaan 

updated alumni on AUB's aid efforts 

during the recent war in Lebanon, 

providing specific information about 

initiatives undertaken by AUB and 

AUBMC for the affected communities. 

MP Hariri spoke about the difficulties 

the Lebanese have been facing in 

rebuilding the country, as well as the 

Hariri Foundation's role in supporting 

more than 30,000 students who are 

pursuing degrees in higher education. 

The proceeds from the event benefited 

the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia 

Scholarship Fund at AUB, which has 

paid the tuition of six students in 

various faculties. 

Greece Chapter 

Around 250 alumni and friends 

attended the AUB Alumni Association 

Greece Chapter's annual gala 

dinner at the luxurious Athenaeum 

Intercontinental Hotel. Master of 

Ceremony Rana Labban Mhanna 

(BS '97) led the program which 



a l u m n 

included speeches by Huda Shashaa NORTH AMERICA 
Khalidi (BA '65), president of the Cardiology Chapter 

Greece Chapter, VP Steve Jeffrey, The gathering of AUB alumni 

and Lebanese Ambassador (and AUB cardiologists took place at the 

parent) HE William Habib. Huda American Heart Association meeting 

Khalidi stressed the importance of in Chicago on November 12 when 

financial aid by relating a story about several AUBites got together at 

a classmate who would not have Hugo 's Frog Bar and Fish House, 

been able to continue her studies just off Chicago's famed Magnificent 

had she not received a scholarship. Mile. Attendees enjoyed an evening 

VP Jeffrey spoke about AUB's new of delicious food and great company. 

alumni association and the current This event built on the successes of 

fundraising campaign. He mentioned previous gatherings of AUB alumni 

in particular the CCC gift to establish cardiologists, the first of which 

a new Scientific Research Building . 

Both Khalidi and Jeffrey expressed 

also took place in Chicago, at the 

American College of Cardiology 

special thanks and appreciation meeting in March 2003. 

to Hassib Sabbagh, Said Khoury, Those interested in future 

meetings of AUB alumni cardiologists 

and other activities of the professional 

chapter for AUB alumni cardiologists 

should e-mail Dr. Samer Dibs at 

samerdibsmd@yahoo.com or Eva 

Klimas at klimas@aub.edu. 

Michigan Chapter 

November 12, 2006: The Michigan 

Beyond Bliss Street 
happenings 

Chapter of the AUB Alumni Association 

was pleased to present a concert by 

the international renowned Lebanese 

pianist Waleed Howrani to benefit 

the American University Medical 

Emergency Fund (MEF). Howrani 

generously contributed his artistic 

talents in support of Lebanon and the 

ongoing relief efforts. 

A highlight of Howrani 's recital 

was the performance of one of his own 

compositions, "Exotica for Saxophone 

and Piano," which was inspired by the 

events in Lebanon, and "juxtaposed 

AUB Cardiology Chapter 

and the CCC family for their strong 

support for AUB. Ambassador Habib 

spoke about AUB's role in Lebanon 

and the region and the values of 

freedom and truth that it instills. The 

evening's activities included a film, 

dinner, dancing, and a raffle . All 

proceeds of the event will benefit the 

Greece Alumni scholarship funds that 

will be used to help needy and bright 

AUB students. 

EUROPE 
UK Chapter 

\ 

WAAAUB CALL for NOMINATIONS~~ 
The AUB Alumni Association UK 

elected a new Board of Directors in 

October 2006. The leadership of the 

new board is as follows: 

Talal Farah, chairman (BA '62, MA '70), 

Hisham El Solh, vice chairman (BA '61 ), 

David Abdo, treasurer (BAr '85), 

Carla Harrak-May, secretary (BBA '02), 

Maya Abou Zeid (BA '02), 

Bassam Fattouh (BA '95), 

Mona AI-Khatib (BA '80), 

Zeina Nazer (BE '98), and 

Randa (Khayyat) Pettifor (BS '80) 

The governance structure of the new 

association includes both an Alumni 

Council and a Board of Directors. All 

alumni are asked to suggest candidates 

for these two bodies, as well as alumni 

candidates for nominees to the AUB Board 

of Trustees. A six-member Nominating 

Committee made up of AUB alumni will 

select the names of the candidates that wi ll 

appear on the ballots. 

We are looking for diverse candidates with 

strong ties with AUB alumni , a commitment 

to the University, and a desire to make the 

WAAAUB a success! 

Do you know of a candidate or wou ld you 

like to be candidate? 

Please send the following information: 

Name 
Contact Information (phone, email) 

Year of graduation and degree(s) earned 

A brief statement explaining why he/she 

is a good candidate 

to the email address: waaaub@aub.edu. lb 

Deadline for submissions is March 1 2007. 

This is your chance to make a significant 

contribution to the future of WAAAUB, your 

alumni association. We look forward to 

hearing from you! 
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alumni happen ngs 

Congratulations to the new committee leadership of the AUB Alumni North East Ohio Chapter! 
The comm1ttee Includes (lt-rt) Irene Farah, Hind Arafah. Tania Cortas, Mona De Baz (Vice President), 
Kamel Muakkassa (President), Michel Farah (Past President), Baha Arafah (Past President), Armand 
Knkonan (Treasurer), Abbas Kanso (Secretary), Nesrine Rizk, Dalia Bellani. Absent: Fadi Abdul-Karim 

tragedy and festivity" according to update about the status of many 

a review in The Washington Post 

following its world premiere at the 

Kennedy Center. Joining him on 

the saxophone was prize-winning 

soloist, Daniel Loudenback. Other 

compositions included popular 

works by Chopin and Mozart; the 

event culminated with Liszt 's dazzling 

Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2. About 

70 people attended the event, which 

raised a little over $5,000 for the 

MEF. The chapter was delighted that 

the Consul of Lebanon from Detroit , 

Michigan, Bachir Twak, was able to 

attend the concert. 

Midwest Chapter 

The Midwest Chapter in Chicago 

hosted its annual banquet on 

September 30 at the same time 

as it held new elections. Outgoing 

president Dr. lssa Muasher spoke 

about his good feelings towards 

AUB , while newly elected president 

Dr. Ara Tekian updated the more 

than 80 people in attendance about 

the tragic events that had occurred 

during the 33-day war in July. He 

emphasized the important role that 

AUB had played and provided an 
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projects at AUB and the progress 

that has been made so far. The 

event was a great success! 

Atlanta Chapter 

On Sunday December 3, 2006, the 

Atlanta Chapter had a family style 

brunch at Ray's Brickoven Restaurant 

in Roswell , Georgia. AUB alumni 

and friends got together to celebrate 

AUB's 140th anniversary. Chapter 

President Nadine Chamseddine 

Sitting : Dr. Marlene Abi Mansour. Secretary. 
Standing left to right: Drs: Michel llbawi, vice 
president ; Ratty Hovanessian, treasurer; and 
Ara Tekian, president. 

thanked the attendees, auctioned 

lunch coupons , and distributed 

souvenirs. It was a great celebration 

of AUB's anniversary. 

Rafik Hariri wa 
Qadar Lubnan
Rafik 
Hariri and the Fate of 
Lebanon 
(Aief Press 2006) 

by Marwan 
Iskandar 

Marwan Iskandar (BA 
'59, MA '62) surveys the economic and 
educational contributions of Former Prime 
Minister and AUB Trustee Rafik B. Hariri. He 
examines how these contributions shaped the 
'fate' of Lebanon before and since his death. 

Rabi' Bayrut wa al
dawla al-naqisa 
The Beirut Spring and the 
Incomplete Nation (An 
Nahar, 2006) 
by Ziad Majed 

Ziad Majed (BA '92, MA 
'99) surveys what he 
describes as a 'three-fold' 
formative period in the 
history of Lebanon. He interprets the shape 
of the country's politics since the Intifada of 
Independence in March 2006, and examines 
the various factors that are currently molding 
Lebanese politics. 

Anis Sayegh 'an 
Anis Sayegh Anis 
Sayegh about Anis Sayegh. 
(Dar AI Sayyad 2006) 
by Anis Sayegh 

Anis Sayegh (BA '53) has 
written his autobiography. 
In it, he describes his early 
childhood in Tiberias in 
Palestine, the diaspora years in Lebanon 
following the nakba of 1948, his efforts 
to help ease the Palestinian crisis, his 
membership of the Syrian Nationalist 
Party, and other important highlights of his 
political career. 



AUB 
Celebrates 
140 years! 

a l u m n 

Greater Washington and 

Baltimore Chapters 

The Greater Washington and Baltimore 

Chapters celebrated AUB's 140 

Founders' Day on Monday, December 

4 at the French International School 

in Bethesda, Maryland. Around 120 

alumni and friends of AUB shared 

their memories of AUB and watched 

a documentary, "Memories of Ras 

Beirut, Wish You Were Here", as well 

as a short fi lm about the University. 

Chapter Presidents Mrs. Zaynab 

Yafi Shatila and Dr. Elias Ghandour 

welcomed the guests and thanked the 

volunteers who donated their time, 

effort, and food. AANA President Dr. 

Hikmat Nasr briefed the audience on 

the activities of the University this 

past year and updated them on the 

establishment of the WAAAUB. In 

addition to enjoying great food and 

wine, guests were very pleased to 

receive souvenirs commemorating 

AUB's 140th anniversary. 

Beyond Bliss Street 
happenings 

historic Lord Elgin Hotel under the 

auspices of the Lebanese Ambassador 

to Ottawa, HE Mr. Baaklini. 

The evening featured an extensive 

program that showcased the talents 

of some chapter members and the 

children of chapter members. It began 

with an a cappella performance of the 

AUB anthem by Maria Ghazzaoui, and 

went on to include poetry readings 

by alumni authors Nouhad Hammad 

and Fatima Sadek, engaging story 

telling by alumnus Rafic Ashcar, young 

dancers Rima Moussalli and Marya 

Zarkout (daughters of Elie Moussalli 

and Bassam Zarkout respectively), and 

young cellist Ruqayyah Bobatt. 

A documentary about AUB and a 

presentation by Chapter Vice President 

Fadi Otary sparked conversation 

throughout the evening. 

Distinguished guests included 

representatives from two Canadian 

universities: Dr. Danielle Morin and Dr. 

Wahab (Concordia University) and Mr. 

Jean-Jacques Van Vlasselaer (Carle-

Ottawa Chapter ton University). Toronto Chapter Pres-

December 9: The Ottawa Chapter ident Maha Zabaneh and Montreal 

celebrated the 140th anniversary of Chapter President Mona Ghazzaoui 

AUB with a sold-out dinner at the also attended the event. The evening's 
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alumni happenings 

keynote speaker was Paul Kingston, 

assistant professor at the University 

of Toronto. 

Guests left with gifts commemo

rating AUB's 140th anniversary and 

the words of Chapter President Nada 

Tamim as mementos of this enjoyable 

evening: "May this institution remain a 

beacon of light, one of hope but most 

importantly, a promise for the future, 

seeded in youthful hearts for years and 

generations to come. Our homework 

tonight is to make sure this message is 

passed on, despite our distance from 

campus." 

Midwest Chapter 

December 1 7: Under the new leadership 

of Dr. Ara Tekian, the chapter organized 

a Christmas luncheon to celebrate the 

140th Anniversary of AUB. This was 

a wonderful opportunity for alumni to 

get together and reminisce about their 

time at AUB. Dr. Serge DeBustros 

was the first to express his gratitude 

and reflect about his education and 

experiences, reminding everyone that 

their success in the United States was 

the result of the high quality education 

and training that they acquired at AUB. 

Almost everyone in attendance told 

stories that made the afternoon quite 

interesting and-at times-emotional. 

To round out this family-oriented event, 

a magician entertained the children. 

Building on this very successful event , 

the chapter is planning a major function 

in 2007 to celebrate their beloved 

alma mater's fourteen decades of 

achievements! 

Toronto Chapter 

Nov. 24: The ballroom at the Sheraton 

Parkway Hotel in Toronto was abuzz 

with festivities as more than 120 Toronto 

AUB alumni and friends gathered to 
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celebrate AUB's 140th anniversary 

and the holiday season. The event 

was a celebration with a scrumptious 

meal, live entertainment and dancing 

to the beats of the band of Ali AI

Kurdi, a documentary on AUB, lots of 

door prizes, and many opportunities 

for guests to network. The primary 

reason that everyone came, however, 

was to celebrate AUB. 

The theme of the gala was 

reflected in the evening 's keynote 

speech by the president of the 

committee, Maha Zabaneh, who 

called on alumni to keep up AUB's 

"spirit of determination. " She noted 

in her talk that 95 percent of AUB 

students and faculty returned for the 

fall semester despite the recent strife 

in Lebanon. Zabaneh urged everyone 

to stay positive assuring the audience 

that "we pulled through before and will 

pull through again." 

Canadian Member of Parliament 

Omar Alghabra also dropped by the 

gala to show his support for the alumni 

community. 

Toronto Chapter: Children of AUBites form a 
strong part of the AUB alumni network 
in Toronto: From left: Lillian Chalabi (daughter of 
MNA Toronto Treasurer Najwa Chalabi), Una 
Jouri, and Lara Madbak (daughter of MNA 
Toronto President Maha Zabaneh). 



WAAAUB 
Worldwide Alumni Assoc iat ion of 
the American University of Be irut 

Next steps for the 
Worldwide Alumni 
Association of the 
American University 
of Beirut (WAAAUB) 

The AUB Board of Trustees approved 
the establishment of a new alumni 
organization for the University-the 
Worldwide Alumni Association of AUB 
(WAAAUB)-in June 2006. MainGate 
met with Dr. Thomas Morris, chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, to find out more 
about the WAAAUB. 

How have AUB alumni 
reacted to this new 
association? 
Dr. Morris (TOM): The overall reaction has 
been positive. Some people have had 
concerns regarding the implementation 
process and want assurances that each 
chapter will continue to be independent 
and have a voice. In fact, that 
independence will continue and each 
chapter will have a voice through the 
new Alumni Council. Most alumni I have 
been in contact with are enthusiastic and 
optimistic about the establishment of a 
single worldwide organization. 

How is the University's 
relationship with 

a l u m n i 

individual chapters going 
to change as a result of 
the WAAAUB? 
TOM: The goal of this new association 
is to provide each chapter with better 
access to existing university resources 
and to AUB alumni, and to do this in 
a more organized and visible fashion. 
We want our alumni to become aware 
of available programs, like those that 
provide employment opportunities 
and educational experiences. The 
on-line community already improves 
communication between alumni and 
chapters. We hope that through the 
worldwide association the University will 
establ ish even stronger relationships 
with chapters and alumni. In terms of 
support, chapters will have direct access 
to the University through its offices in 
Beirut and New York. In the last year, 
AUB has more than doubled the number 
of staff devoted to alumni relations; we 
have increased other resources as well. 

How can WAAAUB be both 
independent and part of 
the University? 
TOM: The WAAAUB wi ll be independent 
because it wi ll have its own administrative 
structure and its own officers. The 
members of the Board of Directors 
who will be elected by the alumni will 
be independent. They'l l formu late the 
association's programmatic initiatives. 
Each chapter's independence won't 
change at all. The WAAAUB wi ll, however, 
provide chapters with the potential to 
have a voice in the affairs of a worldwide 
alumni organization, which is something 
they have not had in the past. 

How is the leadership 
going to be structured, 
and how will alumni 
worldwide be 
represented? 
TOM: There wi ll be an Alumni Council 
that wi ll include chapter presidents 
worldwide, as well as a number of at
large members, and three young alumni. 

Beyond Bliss Street 
h a pp en i ngs 

The Alumni Association will also have a 
15-member Board of Directors. Three 

alumni will be elected to sit on the 
AUB Board of Trustees, which actually 
already includes many alumni. This is 
going to give alumni an additional voice 

in University affairs. It's an elaborate 
and extensive nomination and balloting 
process. We'll have worldwide elections 

in which all alumni will be able to 
participate. In January we sent an e
mail to all alumni asking for nominations. 

We plan to mail ballots on May 15 and 
hope that the new Alumni Council and 
Board of Directors will convene for the 
first time in fall 2007. 

Governance Structure: 

WAAAUB Board of Directors: 
15 members elected by alumni 

Board elects its Executive Committee 
(president, vice president, secretary, 
treasurer) 

WAAAUB Council: 
130 Members who are: 
* All current chapter presidents (total 58) 
* At-large members from diverse 

geographic regions elected by alumni 
(total 69) 

* Three recent graduates elected by 

alumni 

The Chair of the Council is elected by 
Council members 

Calendar of events for 

nominations and votes in 

2007: 
January Call for nominations e-mai led 

to alumni 

March 1 Deadline for nominations 
May 15 Paper ballots sent to alumni 

June Resu lts announced 
October 1 New WAAAUB leadership 

takes office 
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reflect ons 

A conversation with 

E. Terry Prothro 
Hanan Zurayk [BA '73] 

When did you arrive at AUB? of the ground floor of Jesup Hall where 

I arrived in Beirut in January 1951 . I taught most of my classes. 

wanted to get some experience doing When I became dean of the 

research in a non-western society. I Faculty of Arts and Sciences, I decided 

had been working on comparative to get to know the entire Arts and 

of the Deep South Sciences student body, so I started 

interested in cross- teaching a course in the required set of 

. I also wanted courses then called General Education, 

societies and learning about other 

pe.. A close friend of mine who 

had been at American University of 

CairoAstrongly recommended AUB. 

What was your first impression? 

I traveled by ship, and my first view 

of Beirut was a set of beautiful 

stone houses with red-tiled 

roofs spread across a hill. I 

was met by President Penrose 

who took me to Martin House 

at the International College (IC) 

where I lived for a semester. 

Where did you teach most 

of your classes? 

When I first arrived, I taught my 

classes in College Hall. I also had 

my office there. The first semester I 

taught at AUB, I had four students. 

Lutfi Diab, who had a career of his 

own at AUB, was one of my early 

students, as was Shafeek AI-Hout. 

At that time courses in psychology 

were offered in the Department of 

Education. A year after I arrived, 

with the help of Dean Close and 

Professor Kurani, the Department 

of Psychology was established. 

The department took over most 

later known as Cultural Studies, and 

then as Civilization Sequence. 

What was the biggest change you 

noticed while at AUB? 

I witnessed the physical and popula

tion growth of both Beirut and AUB. In 

1951 the campus had fewer buildings. 

One had beautiful vistas and could 

see across the bay to the port and to 

Jounieh. The Hamra area was mostly 

vegetable gardens and cacti. The land

mark there was the Tapline Building . 

The tramway connected Bliss Street to 

downtown Beirut. 

The neighborhood around AUB 

was very involved with the University 

and the community seemed to be 

English-language oriented. They even 

had a restaurant called Uncle Sam. 

Later the University grew in size and 

scope. The student body expanded to 

include all Lebanese groups, students 

from Europe and the United States, 

as well as from "the Golden River 

[Morocco] to the Golden Road [the 

trade routes to the Far East]." The 

University became the most prominent 

international university in the Middle 

East. International professional 

conferences and research projects 

flourished and the exchange and 

Samir Khalaf and Elie Salem with Prothro when he was dean at AUB. 
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Beyond Bliss Street 
reflect i ons 

visiting programs that were established 

brought in more students and 

professors from the United States. 

What do you think your students 

remember most about your 

classes? 

I have the impression they thought I 

emphasized terminology a great deal. 

I felt that especially in the field of 

psychology; especially when you 

are teaching students whose native 

tongue is not Engl ish , it is very 

important to clarify all definitions and 

insist on precision of expression . I 

think that some of my better students 

would say that they also remember 

my "sardonic wit." 

Are you still in touch with any of 

your former students? 

I have been in touch with some of 

them over the years either by e-mail, 

telephone, or personal visits. 

Did you stay at AUB throughout 

the war (1975-1990)? 

Throughout my years at AUB, I fre-

a few narrow escapes from shelling, 

there is one incident which stands 

out in my memory. Acting President 

David Dodge asked me to take our 

Annual Report and attend the Board 

of Trustees meeting in New York on his 

behalf. Despite the war, I managed to 

cross the 'green line' and stayed with 

some family friends, the Khatchadouri

ans. As I departed, they kindly gave me 

a bottle of water and some cake which 

proved providential. I managed to find 

space on the deck of a freighter bound 

for Cyprus and that gift sustained me 

through the next 36 hours. En route, 

the ship was stopped and searched by 

an Israeli gunboat and crew. I eventu

ally arrived safely in Larnaca and was 

able to fly to New York in time for the 

meeting. It was then that David Dodge 

was kidnapped in Beirut. 

When did you leave Beirut? 

Have you been back? 

After I left Beirut in 1984, I continued 

my association with AUB (1984-85) 

as an advisor to the chairman of the 

Board of Trustees, Najib Halaby. In 

quently took leave to go to American 1985 and 1986 I was project director 

universities. Among others, I taught 

at the University of Michigan and was 

twice a fellow at Harvard University. It 

was thus not unusual that when the 

war started, I went to the University of 

California where I was deputy director 

of their Education Abroad Program and 

professor at UC Santa Barbara. Then 

the situation seemed to improve in Leb

anon and, feeling nostalgic, I gave up 

my position there and returned to AUB 

in 1977, where I stayed until 1984. 

Do you have particular memories 

from that time? 

Apart from the general destruction and 

and executive secretary of the Plan

ning Council of the Hariri University 

Colleges Project, which was spon

sored by the Hariri Foundation, AUB, 

and the Consortium for International 

Cooperation in Higher Education. It 

was intended to provide a founda

tion on which , one day, it may be 

possible to build high-quality liberal 

arts colleges in Lebanon. Afterwards 

my association with Lebanon con

tinued as vice president of the Hariri 

Foundation in Washington DC. The 

foundation was instrumental in bring

ing Lebanese students to the United 

States and Canada. 

I visited Beirut in 1998 after a 

long absence. Although I missed the 

old Beirut which I knew and loved, I 

was impressed with the serious recon

struction effort I witnessed. I was very 

happy to see AUB rebuilt and growing 

again. I attended the commencement 

exercises and , as professor emeritus, 

marched with the faculty and joined 

them on the podium. It was a special 

experience that left me with much 

hope for the future. 

What impact has AUB had on 

your life? 

From the moment I arrived in Beirut, 

AUB became the center of my life. 

It was the center of my intellectual , 

administrative, and research work 

and of course, most importantly, my 

teaching career. Even when I took 

time off to go abroad , I was always 

on leave from AUB, knowing I would 

return. I met my wife Najla at AUB 

and our daughter Gwendolyn was 

born at AUH. I enjoyed the social life 

Lebanon afforded and made many 

lifelong friends. 

Do you have something you 

would like to say to your former 

students? 

I hope they realize that they are a 

very important bridge culturally and 

intellectually between Lebanon and 

the rest of the world. I congratulate 

them on their many achievements 

to date and hope that they will con

tinue in their endeavors in the United 

States and elsewhere. I would also 

like to urge them to go to Dog River 

and read the inscriptions there to be 

reminded that Lebanon has always 

endured and survived, and that 

"this too shall pass." 

MainGate W1nter 2007 ~~~ 



in memoriam 

Sima Faris Young (MD '90) he received his MS in Civil books in Arabic dealing with sylvania at the age of 79. 

lost her battle with cancer 
on November 4. She was a 
practicing physician at SUNY 
Buffalo and at the University 
of Maryland Medical Center 
where she co-founded the 
Institute of Human Virology 
and treated HIV+, cancer, 
and transplant patients. She 
leaves her husband Brad
ford Young and a loving fam
ily. Her husband established 
a nonprofit foundation in her 
memory dedicated to the 
research and discovery of 
treatments and cures for 
breast cancer. 

Ghina Hijazi (BA '97, MPH 
'99) passed away tragically 
after a battle with illness in 
Saudi Arabia on May 1 0 at 
the age of 29. She attended 
AUB where she received her 
degrees in Public Adminis
tration and Hospital Manage
ment. After graduation she 
moved to Saudi Arabia to 
marry Charif El Samman (BA 
'96). She is survived by her 
husband and children. Her 
family may be contacted at 
racha_h@hotmail.com 

Shahan K. Soghikian (BA 
'48), an assistant professor 
at the School of Engineering 
1952-57, died on May 25. 
After graduating from AUB, 
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Engineering from Columbia 
University (1 952) . Before 
returning to Lebanon , he 
worked in the design office 
of Hershtal and King , com
pleting plans for the first 
New York State Highway 
overhead bridges. In 1958 
Soghikian opened his own 
office in Beirut, S.K.S. Engi 
neering, which he closed in 
1 981.Soghikian is survived 
by his former wife, their 
three children , and seven 
grandchildren. 

Nicola Ziadeh, AUB profes
sor emeritus, died on July 
27. Ziadeh taught history at 
AUB for many years (1 949-
73). He was also a visiting 
professor at many univer
sities in the United States 
and India, devoting himself 

to education and scholar
ship for more than 75 years. 
A specialist in the history of 
Syria and North Africa, Zia
deh was lively and informal in 
the classroom, inspiring one 
student to say, "When we 
studied Libya, we traveled to 
North Africa with him." 

In addition to being 
editor of Longman 's Arab 
Background Series from 
1969 to 1990, Ziadeh 
published more than 40 

Arabic-Islamic civilization 
and culture. Ziadeh was a 
member of several academic 
societies, including the 
American Oriental Society, 
the American Medieval 
Society, and the Iraqi 
Academic Society, and was 
an honorary member of the 
German Oriental Society. 
Ziadeh is survived by his two 
sons, Raed and Bassem (BAr 
'74) who live in London. 

Fuad Michel Nahhas, 
emeritus professor of biol
ogy at the University of the 
Pacific , passed away on 
June 14 from complications 
of heart failure . After grad
uating from AUB with an 
associate degree in medi
cal technology in 1953, he 
traveled to California to con
tinue his studies. He com
pleted a BS at Santa Rosa 
College, an MS at the Uni
versity of the Pacific, and 
earned a PhD from Purdue 
University in Indiana. He 
spent 36 years fulfilling his 
passion for teaching in the 
Department of Biological 
Sciences at the University of 
the Pacific , where he taught 
primarily microbiology and 
parasitology. Nahhas is 
survived by his wife of 53 
years, Georgette Musallam 
Nahhas (Nurs. Dip. '53) , his 
daughters, and their fami
lies. 

Calvin W. Schwabe, a 
member of the Faculty of 
Medicine and the Faculty 
of Health Sciences (1 956-
66) died on June 24 at his 
home in Haverford , Penn-

He was a global authority 
on diseases communicable 
from animals to man, a phi
losopher, and a historian. 
While at AUB, he developed 
a significant research pro
gram on hydatid disease 
and other parasitic zoon
oses , and helped found 
both the Department of 
Tropical Health (1957) and 
the Department of Epide
miology and Biostatistics 
(1962). In addition to his 
more than 200 publications , 
Schwabe was a leader on 
the interface of human and 
veterinary medicine and pio
neered the concept of "One 
Medicine. " He is survived 
by his wife of 55 years, 
Gwendolyn Schwabe, two 
children and four grand
children. 

Elaine Larwood , former 
writer and editor in AUB's 
Office of Information and 
Public Relations passed 
away July 31 at AUH after 
a long illness. She was 71. 
Before moving to Lebanon 
in the early 1 960s, Larwood 
worked as a press reporter 
and traveled to Cambodia 
and Congo. In addition 
to working at the Office of 
Information and Public Rela
tions, Larwood taught Eng
lish at the American Lan
guage Center and worked 
as a writer and editor on 
several university publica
tions. She also wrote for 
MEA's Cedar Wings and 
for the Lebanese Ministry 
of Tourism profiling various 
regions in Lebanon. 





"This medical center was presented by the 
people of the United States of America to 
the American University of Beirut to serve 
the people of Lebanon and the Middle East. • 
In 2007, AUB celebrates the 140"' year of 
medicine at the University and the 1 OOth 
anniversary of the first academic medical 
center in the country and the region. 

MainGate welcomes submissions of AUB historic photos for the magazine and the university archives. 
Contact the editors: maingate@aub.edu.lb 
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