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t h e editors 

Dear Alumni and Friends, 

For many of us, advances in technology in the last 20 years have fundamentally changed countless aspects of our 

jives at home and at work. We 've dedicated this issue of MainGate to examining how technology is changing living and 

learning on campus today. 

Many of AUB's professors are also alumni, putting them in a perfect position to comment on how technology has 

changed the classroom experience-or not-from the days they roamed AUB's halls (see "The Education Morph"). In "To 

Google or to Moodie," Maysam Ali (BA '07) finds that AUB students can't do without their gadgets, which they use to 

speed up note-taking and to cruise networking sites like Facebook, looking for news on AUB clubs. 

Technology is also affecting the kind of research that is being done at the University, and making new resources 

available to both AUB and outside communities. The AUB libraries have a treasure trove of scanned archival materials 

available on their sites, including collections of arts and political posters of the 20th century, and even hand drawn medi

cal instructional posters from the 1930s and 1940s (see "Preserving History and Breaking Down Barriers: Digitizing AUB's 

Libraries"). And whether the field is engineering , business, or biology, advances in technology are broadening areas of 

research for students and teachers across the board. 

Our thanks go to all of you who have been sending in story ideas, class notes, and feedback on the magazine. Stay 

in touch! 

Ada H. Porter and Ibrahim Khoury 

Coeditors, MainGate 

maingate@aub.edu.lb 

"Beyond These Gates" 
Winter 2007, Vol. 5, No.2 
To the Editors: 

I would like to bring to your 

attention the contribution of students 

of the BS Landscape Design and Eco

Management (LDEM) at FAFS to post

war reconstruction in South Lebanon. 

In coordination with the Architecture 

Department Reconstruction Unit, 

third year LDEM contribution at FAFS 

undertook a landscape design project 

in the coastal village of El Olaile (half

way between Sur and Nakura). The 

students undertook several site vis

its and proposed dynamic landscape 

interventions with the objectives of 

protecting the natural , agricultur

al and cultural-historical heritage of 

the village. The final proposals were 

exhibited Tuesday, January 16, 2007 

and attended by the Mayor of El 
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Olaile, who has asked for the stu

dent projects to consider implement

ing select proposals. 

Second year LDEM students 

have also contributed to postwar recon

struction by developing landscape 

designs for a playground in Zibqine. It 

would be interesting to combine these 

landscape studio projects with archi

tectural and urban design projects at 

the Department of Architecture on Bint 

Jbeil and Dhahiya. 

Jala Makhzoumi 

Associate Professor, Landscape 

Design and Eco-Management 

AUB 

"2,230 Ships, 127, 656 
Containers, 1 Transport 
Research Unit" 

Winter 2007, Vol. 5, No.2 
To the Editors: 

My belated thanks for the won

derful article about the Transport 

Research Unit which appeared in the 

latest MainGate issue. I am confident 

that AUB alumni and friends are happy 

and excited to learn about activities 

such as this that are being undertaken 

by faculty and researchers , and have 

already received a number of inquiries 

in this regard. 

lsam A. Kaysi 

Professor and Chair, Department of Civil 

and Environmental Engineering 



Letters 
f r o m t h e pres dent 

Dear Friends, 

At the last meeting of the Board of Trustees in New York I formally sub

mitted my resignation as president of AUB, to become effective at the close 

of the academic year 2008. Like assuming the presidency itself, this was not 

an easy decision, and after nine extraordinary years in this institution, it was a 

painful one. However, after I had completed five years as president I knew that 

I could do no more than another five. It is a demanding job, and coming on the 

heels of thirty years of uninterrupted professional life, it took its toll on me and 

my family. 

In my letter to Chairman Morris and the Board of Trustees, I wrote the fol 

lowing: 

"These last nine years have been the most challenging and in most 

respects the most rewarding of my life. I knew before coming here that AUB is a 

remarkable institution, but I did not realize just how remarkable (although I hope 

not unique). In AUB's alma mater, the University is referred to as the "Oriental 

Queen," and she does have majesty and venerability. I could not have imagined, 

and I am sure Daniel Bliss could not have imagined either, just how successful

ly American higher education would take root in the soil of Lebanon and in the 

Middle East. It is no longer possible to separate out what is American and what 

is Lebanese and Middle Eastern in what we do. 

It is, therefore, hard to lay down my charge and responsibilities because 

they have been personally defining. But lay them down I must. I no longer have 

the energy and the freshness that the position deserves. I had always seen my 

role as setting the table for the next president. That is, I wanted to help AUB cor

rect the damage wrought by the civil war and move on to a new phase of aca

demic growth based on an excellent faculty, excellent students, and sustainable 

finances. The table may not be set exactly the way I would like, but I believe it is 

set. The next president, I hope, will be able to focus his or her energies resolutely 

on the future without too many concerns about problems from the past. " 

Sarah and I have many friends in Lebanon and in the region. We enjoy 

living here. My academic appointment continues for some time, and while no 

firm decisions have been made, we both hope to spend considerable time in 

Lebanon and to remain connected to the University. I look forward to throwing 

away my neckties and joining the faculty in unfettered criticism of the adminis

tration. 

:).J, ,_J.:j._J,) 
John Waterbury 

President, AUB 
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I I University News 

CCC Scientific Research 
Building Inaugurated 
The CCC Scientific Research Building 

was inaugurated on February 21, just 

16 months after the groundbreaking 

ceremony in October 2005. The new 

four-storey 4,400 square-meter facility 

will be used primarily by students and 

faculty doing research in engineering, 

computer sciences, and basic sciences. 

campus 

President John Waterbury, Chairman of anniversary of his death in 1906. Prior 

the Board of Trustees Thomas Morris, to the ceremony, President John Water-

and AUB alumnus and cofounder of bury led a delegation that visited West's 

CCC Scientific Research Building 

Consolidated Contractors Company 

Said Khoury were among those who 

attended the inauguration. 

AUB Pays Tribute to 
Robert Haldane West 
The University Student Faculty Commit

tee organized a ceremony to pay tribute 

to Robert Haldane West on the 1 ooth 

II MainGate Spring 2007 

grave in the Anglo-American Cemetery 

in Sin-ei-Fil. West, for whom West Hall 

was named in 1914, joined the Syrian 

Protestant College (SPC) in 1883 after 

graduating from Princeton University 

and spent 23 years at SPC teaching 

higher mathematics, moral philosophy, 

and astronomy as well as serving in 

several administration positions. 

Beirut Clashes Disrupt 
Final Exams and Spring 
Semester Schedule 
Clashes at the Beirut Arab Univer

sity and riots in Beirut on January 25 

delayed fall exams and the start of the 

spring semester, which was postponed 

from February 5 to February 12. 

Genz Unravels the 
Mysterious Hittite Empire 
On January 17, the Society of Friends 

of the AUB Museum invited Assistant 

Professor Herman Genz of the Depart

ment of History and Archaeology to 

lecture on "Hattusha, the Mighty Capi

tal of the Hittite Empire. " Genz spent 

two years in Hattusha before joining 

AUBin 2004. 

II From the Faculties 

FHS 

AUB's Graduate Public 
Health Program first to be 
accredited outside North 
America 
The Council on Education for Public 

Health (CEPH) has accredited AUB's 

Graduate Public Health Program 

(GPHP), making it the first to be 

accredited outside North America.* 

The accreditation comes at the end of 

a two-year effort led by former faculty 

member Dr. Nadim Haddad. Accord

ing to FHS Dean Huda Zurayk, "The 

overlap of the accreditation process 

with the current overall strategic plan

ning at the University was beneficial in 

delineating our mission and goal and 

in charting the way forward." 

Zurayk says that accreditation is 

only a first step and that she and 



her colleagues have set themselves 

four goals for the future. Associate 

Professor Kassem Kassak is leading 

the initiative to diversify the graduate 

student body. "The accreditation of the 

program is an external and objective 

measure of its quality and rigor and will 

play a major role in attracting students 

from Lebanon and the region." says 

Kassak. 

The second goal involves estab

lishing new academic programs: an 

executive masters in public health and 

a PhD program in public health. Asso

ciate Professor Rima Afifi-Soweid, who 

Inside the Gate 
views from campus 

lman Nuwayhid, "our service activities EA F 5 
met the criteria only partially. Conse-

quently, we will be establishing a ser- New Pilot Plant Increases 
vice program at the faculty within two Opportunities for AUB 
to three years to strengthen faculty Students 
and student involvement in community The newly open Pilot Plant will 

service. " strengthen FAFS's food science 

The fourth area that has been program and provide students with 

targeted is evaluation and planning: enhanced opportunities to gain 

"Developing an integrated perfor- simulated experience in industrial 

mance measurement system to pro- food processing, production, and 

vide us with indicators against which quality control. The building has 

we can periodically assess our prog- two instructional laboratories. Each 

ress will ensure that we most efficiently lab accommodates 30 students and 

serve our mission of improving public includes equipment such as a juice 

Pilot Plant: the latest 1n 1ndustrial food processing 

will be leading this effort, notes that health in Lebanon and the region." concentrator, vegetable peeler, steam 

they will be "developing clear learning says Dean Zurayk. 

outcomes" for these new academic 

programs as they did for the graduate 

program as part of the accreditation 

process. 

"While our graduate program met 

the CEPH requirements for instruction 

and research," says Associate Dean 

For more information on FHS visit 

http :1 /fhs-lb .aub. edu .lb/. 

For more information on the Council 

on Education for Public Health (CEPH) 

visit http://www. ceph. org. 

blancher, homogenizer, vacuum 

canner, meat smoking machine, dairy 

processing equipment, freeze dryer, 

and refrigerators. The labs are also 

furnished with huge sinks, hooded 

stoves, and an oven for baking Arab 

bread. 

According to lab instructor Basma 

Ma 1nGate Spring 2007 II 
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Hamadeh , the labs will provide 

students with valuable hands-on 

experience that is essential to their 

careers in the industry. May Nassrallah, 

third year student in food sciences 

and management, says that the new 

pilot plant is a major improvement 

and "reminiscent of what is found in 

large food factories ." 

Produce from AREC (the AUB 

farm) will continue to be sold at the 

Pilot Plant each week. 

EM 

Accreditation of 
Department of Pathology 
and Laboratory Medicine 
Renewed 
The College of American Pathologists 

has renewed the accreditation of the 
AUBMC Department of Pathology and 

Laboratory Medicine until February 

25, 2008. 

AUBMC Witnesses First 
Artificial Cervical Disc 
Prosthesis in Lebanon 
A team of surgeons at AUBMC 

recently performed the first successful 

implantation of an artificial cervical 

disc prosthesis in Lebanon on a 35 

year-old male. 

OSB 

San Diego State University 
Signs Partnership Deal 
with Olayan School of 
Business 
San Diego State University (SDSU) Col

lege of Business Administration recent

ly signed a partnership agreement with 

the Suliman S. Olayan School of Busi

ness (OSB) that will allow students 

enrolled in its MBA program in global 

entrepreneurship to spend part of a 

semester at OSB. SDSU also has part

ner universities in China and India. 

II Students 

AUB Engineering Students 
Rank Third in Regional 
Computer Contest 

AUB engineering students 

Vessel Glass from Beirut: BEY 006, 007, and 045 
(Berytus Volumes 48-49; AUB Press: 2006) by Sarah Jennings 

Coached by Professor Hassan Artail , 

ECE students Hussein AI-Asadi, Jad El

Hage, and Camille Lahoud ranked third 

in a regional computer programming 

contest in Morocco in December 2006. 

The AUB team competed against 44 

teams in the annual Association for 

Computing Machinery (ACM) Regional 

Programming Contest. which is part of 

a worldwide event organized by ACM. 

Citigroup Foundation 
Continues Support for AUB 
Business Students 
During 2005-06, fifteen AUB students 

received support from the Citigroup 

Foundation , which donates $25,000 a 

year (as part of a four-year $100,000 

pledge) for students at the Suliman S. 

Olayan School of Business. A number 

of scholarship recipients also have 

the opportunity to train at Citibank 

The most recent volume of BERYTUS, AUB's archaeology journal, includes information on the results of the AUB 
Beirut souk excavations, undertaken between 1994 and 1997. 

"Vessel Glass from Beirut" presents detailed descriptions, drawings, and photographs of all types of glass vessels 
recovered from the souk excavations and the neighboring Imperial Roman Bath House. Both sites were occupied 
from the early fourth century BC to AD 600, showing that life in Beirut continued after the catastrophic earthquake 
of the year 551. The bath house, or parts of it, was still in use until the end of the Mamluk Period (AD 1517). _ _.. ___ ___ 

~---
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branches. In addition to employ- on China, and the opportunity to taste club showed a movie (The Accused), 

ing many AUB alumni, Citibank also green tea. Organized by the embassy 

recruits AUB graduates for its branch- of the People's Republic of China and 

es in the Middle East. AUB's International Student Services, 

Walter Siouffi, who was recently the week promoted Chinese culture. 

appointed president and general man- China's ambassador to Lebanon Liu 

ager of Citibank Lebanon, presented Zhiming and Provost Peter Heath were 

the check from Citigroup Foundation on hand to inaugurate the event. 

to Provost Peter Heath during a visit 

to AUB. Both men expressed their 

appreciation for the mutually beneficial 

relationship that Citigroup and AUB 

enjoy. 

AUB Celebrates Chinese 
New Year during Chinese 
Cultural Week 
During the week of February 12, AUB 

celebrated Chinese New Year with films, 

a photo exhibit, magazines and books 

Students celebrate 
International Women's Day 
The Women's Rights Club (WRC) cel

ebrated International Women's Day 

on March 8 with a series of on-cam

pus and off-campus activities. At a 

stand iri front of West Hall , club mem

bers distributed pamphlets on sexual 

harassment and self-defense, and red 

ribbons marking Women's Day. "We 

wanted to address the issue of sexual 

harassment and violence, so we dis

tributed brochures by the Lebanese 

Council to Resist Violence against 

Women and our own brochures to 

raise awareness about harassment," 

club president Rania Jaber told Main

Gate. 

The WRC and the Standing Com

mittee on Reproductive Health and 

AIDS cosponsored a self-defense 

empowerment workshop by Senshido 

affil iate George Fahmi. Senshido is an 

organization that teaches martial art for 

self-defense. After the workshop, the 

The glass vessels include Hellenistic and Roman bowls, and early, mid- and late Roman 

blown vessels. Late Roman and early Byzantine vessels include impressive quantities of 
fragmented goblets, fragile vessels decorated with colored glass trails, large carboys, and 

glass lamps. Ear1y Islamic period vessels comprise mosaic glass and engraved containers, 

small bottles and phials, and mid-Islamic period decorated vessels. 
Whereas the glass is presented by type and in chronological succession, the last 

chapter discusses significant groups of different types of glass containers that were 

which was followed by a reception and 

discussion. The club also organized 

a day-long event in the Art Lounge 

that included round-table discussions 

on a wide range of topics including 

women's rights in the Arab/Muslim 

World, women 's relationship with the 

media, the patriarchal global society 

and political representation , and an 

exhibit by women artists. 

Maysam Ali (BA '07) 

Debating the existence 
of God 
Chairperson of the Philosophy Depart

ment Bashshar Haydar and Professor 

AI Moutasim Billah AI-Baghdadi of the 

Philosophy and Sociology Department 

at the University of Tripoli debated the 

existence of God in an event hosted 

by the Debate Club on March 7. 

Haydar argued against believing in 

the omni benevolent God of Judea

Christian religions: "If this world is 

created and supervised by God, and 

if God is all good and powerful, he 

wants to eliminate evil .. . But the world 

we live in has excessive evil, which 

makes it unlikely that it was created by 

an all-goad and powerful being." 

"Despite all efforts," Haydar 

argued, "believing in God is a leap 

of faith, because you do it against 

"Small Change in Ancient Beirut," the first 
volume in the Archaeology of the Beirut 
Souks series (Berytus Volumes 45-46: AUB 
Press) by Kevin Butcher. 
For inquiries contact aubpress@aub.edu.lb 

discovered together. These groups span a time period from the first to the thirteenth century. A discussion of the sources of the 

glass from the souk excavations, changes in technology, styles, and uses over the centuries completes the book. 
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the evidence. Those who choose this 

should know that those who refuse to 

accept it do it on good grounds." 

Baghdadi argued that a human 

being cannot refute the existence 

of God because human knowledge 

is very limited. "Does matter alone 

have the capacity for invention and 

the advancement of human kind?" 

he asked. "Everything that happens 

does not happen by accident; we 

cannot deny God's existence. " Bagh

dadi said that humans cannot judge 

whether natural disasters are good 

or evil because they do not have the 

divine wisdom to make such a judg

ment. The debate, which attracted 

a large audience, was followed by a 

two-hour Q&A session. 

Maysam Ali (BA '07) 

II Faculty News 

laila Farhood, SoN, professor of psy

chiatry, was appointed by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) as mental 

health coordinator for Lebanon during 

and after the July war. Farhood was 

asked to develop teaching materials 

to train personnel to help the internally 

displaced deal with post traumatic 

stress symptoms. She chaired a com-

campus 

mittee of psychiatrists , psycholo

gists, social workers , and nurses 

during the first phase of the pro

gram to train mental health profes

sionals, October 1-24, 2006. 

Assaad Soweid , FM, assistant profes

sor of endosonography and advanced 

therapeutic endoscopy, Division of 

Gastroenterology, was recently 

appointed as a fellow of the American 

Society for Gastrointestinal Endos

copy (ASGE) in recognition of his 

outstanding research and world-wide 

teaching contributions to the field 

of gastrointestinal endoscopy. He is 

the first therapeutic endoscopist to 

receive this honor in the Middle East. 

Soweid will be recognized during 

ASGE's annual meeting in Washing

ton , DC in May 2007. 

I sam Bashour, FAFS, chair oft he Depart

ment of Land and Water Resources 

and associate professor, presented 

a paper, "Ammonium Hydroxide and 

Hydrogen Peroxide Amendments 

for the Control of Root-Knot Nema

todes, " which he co-authored with 

Alia Y. Alameddine, Adib Saad, Mussa 

Nimah, and Moatassim Sidahmed. 

The paper explores chemical alterna

tives to the newly restricted synthetic 

nematicide, methyl bromide, and was 

presented at the 58th Pittsburg Con

ference on Analytical Chemistry and 

Applied Spectroscopy in Chicago, 

Illinois, February 25- March 2, 2007. 

Ali EI-Hajj , FEA, professor of electrical 

and computer engineering, presented 

"lntercell Interference Reduction by 

the Use of Chebyshev Circular Anten

na Arrays with Beam Steering," which 

he co-authored with Karim Kabalan, 

Ali Chehab, and Elias Yaacoub at the 

24th National Radio Science Confer

ence at Ain Shams University in Cairo, 

Egypt, March 13-15, 2007. 

Ghazi Ghaith, FAS, professor of educa

tion and director of the University Pre

paratory Program, participated in the 

International Congress of Professional 

Development for Teachers of English 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina, February 

22-24, 2007. 

Sari Hanafi , FAFS, associate profes

sor of sociology and former director 

of the Palestinian Refugee and Dias

pora Centre, Shaml, participated in 

a conference at AI Quds University, 

November 25-26. The "International 

Conference on the Palestinian Refu

gees: Conditions and Recent Devel

opments" attracted 30 lawyers, activ

ists, politicians, social scientists, and 
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UNRWA experts from the West Bank, 31. The paper was co-authored with Ones Have Returned} and "Hbayibna 
Lebanon, Jordan, Canada, and the Kathy Yount of Emory University and Hwa/ayna" (Our Loved Ones Are With 
United Kingdom and an audience of Astrid Fletcher of the London School Us) . The concert ended with Nassif's 
approximately 300 students and com- of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Mahma Yitjarrah Baladna (Beyond Our 
munity leaders. Participants tackled 

a range of issues including the living II Arts 
conditions of refugees in the Palestin- '--· --------------' 
ian territory and Arab countries, the 

legal aspect of right of return , and 

case studies of repatriation and com

pensation of refugees worldwide. 

Marwan Khawaja , FHS, associate pro

fessor of epidemiology and popula

tion health, presented a paper he 

coauthored with Shireen Asaf, "The 

Transition to Lower Fertility in the West 

Bank and Gaza Strip: Evidence from 

Recent Surveys, " at the 2007 Annual 

Meeting of the Population Association 

of America in New York, March 28-31, 

2007. 

Alba Sibai , FHS, associate professor 

and chair, Department of Epidemiol

ogy and Population Health , presented 

"Marital Status, lntergenerational Co

Residence and Cardiovascular and 

All -Cause Mortality among Middle

Aged and Older Men and Women 

during Wartime in Beirut: Gains and 

Liabilities" at the 2007 Annual Meet

ing of the Population Associat ion of 

America in New York City, March 28-

Baladi Habibi: 
Celebrating Zaki 
Nassif's Musical 
Heritage 
The annual fundraising 

concert celebrating Zaki 

Nassif's musical heritage, 

"Baladi Habibi'' (My Coun

try, My Love) was held 

on February 1 at Assem

bly Hall. The Lebanese 

National Oriental Arabic 

Orchestra performed 

during the concert that 

was held under the aus

pices of the Zaki Nassif 

Music Program at AUB. 

Dr. Walid Gholmieh , 

director of the Leba

nese Higher Conserva

tory of Music, conduct-

ed the concert that 

featured the songs 

of Zaki Nassif such 

as "Tal/au Hbabna 

Tallou" (Our Loved 

Country's Wounds) as a tribute to 

Lebanon. All proceeds from the con

cert were used to support the Zaki 

Nassif Music Program at AUB. 

a result, there has been a growing appreciation of the centrality at the Arabic grammatical tradiOOn in Arab culture. 1he fields 
of general and historicallinguistios have finally come to realize the Importance of Arabic grammar as one of the rna,or linguistic 
traditions of the world. The sixteen studies included in this volume have been chosen to highlight the themes which are the 
focus of modem scholarship and the prQblems that exist. In the introductory essay, Baalbaki analyzes these themes within 
the wider context of e.arty Islamic activity in philology as well as related areas of religious studies and philosophy. 

Ramzi Baalbaki tS the chainnan of the Department of Arabic and Near Eastern Lan
guages and the Margaret Weyet'h$euser ~ Professor of Arabic at AUB. 



The Suliman S. Olayan School of Business Announces the Abdulaziz Hamad Al-Sagar Chair in Finance 

Like his father Hamad and brother 

Jassim AI-Sagar, Abdu laziz Hamad AI

Sagar spent his life promoting political 

freedom and protecting human rights . 

He was also a leading opposition poli

tician and Arab nationalist in Kuwait in 

the first half of the twentieth century. 

The family of Abdulaziz Hamad AI

Sagar believes strongly in supporting 

AUB. This commitment led to their 

recent decision to make a donation 

of $2 million to the Suliman S. Olayan 

School of Business (OSB) to create an 

endowed faculty chair in finance. The 

endowment will also be used to sup

port teaching, research, and service 

activities related to finance. 

"AUB is proud to have the AI-Sagar 

family name associated with the Olayan 

School of Business in perpetuity," said 

President John Waterbury express

ing his appreciation for the gener

ous gift. "Abdulaziz Hamad AI-Sagar 

embodied the virtues of wedding busi

ness integrity to democratic ideals and 

nationalist aspirations. It is this kind of 

wedding that AUB has always sought 

to nurture in its students. A chair in 

finance in his name will help protect his 

11!1 Ma1nGate Spr1ng 2007 

legacy for future generations." Hamad 

AI-Sagar, who was chairman of the 

Kuwait Chamber of Commence for 

many years, headed Kuwait's first Con

sultative Assembly in 1921. He and his 

family are prominent businessmen who 

have been responsible for some of the 

region's most successful enterprises. 

The establishment of the endowed 

chair in finance will have a significant 

impact on the study of finance at AUB, 

said OSB Dean George Najjar. "OSB 

will be adding major strengths as a 

result of this chair, which is particularly 

important to the school since finance 

was recognized early as one of our 

areas of excellence. The generosity 

of the AI-Sagar family has taken us 

yet another significant step towards 

regional leadership and global cred

ibility. Thanks to this new chair, we 

look forward to attracting international 

faculty talent in pursuit of our mission 

to offer world-class teaching, research, 

and service." 

The business school, which became 

an independent faculty in 2000, was 

named for the late Suliman S. Olayan 

in 2003. Its undergraduate and gradu-

ate programs have been significantly 

revised and expanded in recent years 

due in no small part to the generous 

financial support of the AUB com

munity. The faculty welcomed its first 

Executive MBA graduating class in 

2006. 

The Abdulaziz Hamad AI-Sagar 

Chair in Finance is the fourth endowed 

faculty chair at OSB. The school is also 

proud to be home to the Husni Sawwaf 

Visiting Professorship in Business and 

Management, the Coca Cola Chair in 

Marketing, and the Sheikh Said Hama

deh Distinguished Visiting Professor 

Chair. "Abdul Aziz Hamad AI-Sagar 

will go down in the history of Kuwait 

and the Arab world as a man who was 

able to master business and politics 

at the same time. He was chairman 

of the Chamber of Commerce and 

at the same time chairman of the 

Parliament. His involvement in both 

areas will become part of the political 

and business history of Kuwait. I hope 

that his chair in finance will nurture the 

future leaders of the Arab world ," said 

AUB Trustee Ibrahim Dabdoub. 
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Changes in techno logy are having an impact on every 

aspect of an AUB education , but can there be too much 

of a good thing? Some professors in the United States 

have gone so far as to ban laptops and cut off internet 

access in their classrooms. They are concerned that 

computers can hamper the flow of discussion in the 

classroom, that students are too easily distracted, and 

that computers disrupt the learning experience. At AUB, 

even though new technologies have affected seemingly 

every aspect of education, there are many ways in which 

the experience of being a student is much as it always 

has been. Many AUB professors-themselves alumni

will tell you that this is a good thing. 

:;;""' 

· ~~~r::.:. No substitute for a good patient history 
· · ~~~ 

"ij ~ ~ !!>. Ramzi Sabra, a professor in the Department of 

';;§J ~ ~ Pharmacology and Therapeutics, sums it up this 
1 ~ ~ l way: "The structure and the courses are the same, 

~ ~ ~ but the method of delivery is different. " Sabra, 
'l.J~@ 

who was a medical student at AUB himself 

("not all that long ago") , is describing the four-

~ 5 year medical program at AUB. He explains 

~ f that technology has changed how some courses 
~ 

6!1' 
J @!' 

~ · 

are taught. "Take the pharmacology course for 

example. We used to spend three or four hours 

doing laboratory exercises-actual experiments on 

.J F 

cats or dogs," he remembers , "bu t a lot of that time 

was spent waiting for a particular drug to take effect or 

for the animal's condition to stabilize before running the 

experiment. Now, we don't actually do the experiments 

at all. We instead spend our time analyzing the results 

of digitized experiments. " Sabra explains that students 

now download packaged experiments and work their 

way through them one click at a time. Altho ugh he 

appreciates the increased efficiency and the fact that 

laboratory exercises now take less time, he says that the 

time that was spent waiting for a particular drug to take 

effect was valuable. "There was a certain interaction 

f' 

between the professor and the students and among the 

students themselves during this period that was useful. 

As a student, I used to like this feeling of doing the 

experiment myself. " 

joseph Simaan, chair of the Department of 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics, has been affiliated with 

:1:::]J~
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Kamal A. Shair Central Research 
Science Laboratory 

The Central Research Science Laboratory is a 300 square meter 
facility that is used by faculty members and graduate students 
throughout the University working in the basic sciences, 
medicine, health sciences, agricultural and food sciences, and 
engineering. It is furnished with the latest high-tech equipment 
including an NMR spectrometer, an X-ray diffractometer, a 
flow cytometer with sorter, fluorescence imaging microscopes, 
a pulsed laser deposition system, and a quantitative PCR. 
Established in 2000, the laboratory is at the heart of the 
University's commitment to establish itself as the premier 
scientific research institution in the region. All university 
laboratories where students can participate in research, working 
alongside faculty members, and where students and faculty 
members from different disciplines can come together-are 
enormously valuable, but the Kamal A. Shair Central Research 
Laboratory is truly the jewel in the crown . 

Etaf Farah Bathish Annex, West Hall 
The Dr. Suhayl Bathish Auditorium in West Hall, which was 
formerly inaugurated in March 2003, is in heavy demand for 
theatrical performances and major university events. Thanks 
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the Faculty of Medicine since 1954-first as a student 

and then as a faculty member. He is quick to point out 

that keeping up with the latest technological advances

"with what is being done in the US"-is something 

that the Faculty of Medicine has always done. Like 

Sabra, he comments on the effect technology has had 

on how lab experiments are conducted: "they are much 

more sophisticated and take less time." Technology 

also makes it possible for all the students-and not just 

the ones that are "closest to the action"-to actually 

observe the experiment. Sabra recalls that when he was 

a medical student, he and his colleagues would cluster 

around the person demonstrating an experiment, craning 

their necks in an effort to see what was happening. 

Later, thanks to the introduction of video cameras linked 

to a projector, students could sit comfortably in their 

chairs and observe the experiment in real time on a 

screen. Everyone was guaranteed an unobstructed view. 

In an interesting twist , some new technologies have 

made it possible to preserve old and yet still-to quote 

Simaan-"very instructive teaching experiments. At 

one time, experiments in pharmacology were performed 

on larger animals. These types of experiments are no 

longer done in medical schools, but they still have 

enormous teaching value that we are able to use because 

we have captured them electronically and made them 

available to our students as computer-based interactive 

experiments. " 

Simaan remembers when he and his colleagues first 

began to use projectors in the classroom. "We had to 

use very strong illumination to reflect the image onto 

the board. If the image was left under the projector for 

too long, it would start to burn. You could smell it," he 

remembers. "In those early days, it could be dangerous 

to use technology in the classroom! " 

On a practical level, technology (for example, 

using PowerPoint presentations in class) makes it much 

easier for professors to update their classroom materials, 

right up until the last minute. Simaan notes that the 

classroom experience is much more interactive now and 

credits technology for this change. "We don't have to 

cover all the material during the class period because we 

are able to post materials on the web. This leaves more 

time in class for students to ask questions and allows us 

to focus on particular topics and to go into more depth. " 
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Although technology has clearly changed medical 

education, Simaan and Sabra agree that technology can 

never and will never take the place of a detailed patient 

history, a thorough physical exam, and a good doctor

patient relationship. Medical students still spend half of 

their time in the clinics. In fact , they now get clinical 

experience earlier than they did in the past. As Simaan 

explains, "Patient compliance is critical. It is true 

that with technology, we are able to get more accurate 

information and to get it more quickly but you still need 

to listen to the patient's concerns, to be able to exp lain 

to him or her the mode of treatment, and to follow up 

later." He notes that patients won't stick with treatments 

that they don't understand. 

Advantages and disadvantages 
Saouma Boujaoude, chair of the Department of 

Education, is convinced after years of experience 

training teachers that there are "advantages and 

disadvantages of using technology" in the classroom. 

He explains. "Look at the internet. There is no 

question that it provides students and teachers with 

access to information that is otherwise difficult to 

acquire. This is invaluable. What concerns me, 

however is that while the internet provides easy and 

open access to both appropriate (and sometimes 

inappropriate) sources of information, all too often 

teachers and schools are not helping students evaluate 

the sources, to separate the good from the bad. 

Moreover, many teachers don't have a meaningful 

and useful framework for integrating the internet in 

teaching. " He goes on to describe some approaches 

that he and his colleagues are teaching secondary 

school teachers to use in the classroom such as "topic 

hotlists" (collections of useful and interesting web sites 

on a specific topic) and "multimedia scrap books" (a 

multimedia hotlist that provides access to different 

types of media sources such as maps, videos , and 

sound clips). (If you are curious , go to http://www. 

kn.pacbell.com/ and type "AUB hunt" or "AUB hotlist" 

in the "Search filamentality" field. You will find some 

hotlists and hunts that AUB students have created.) 

Boujaoude notes that in order to teach these tools 

and approaches, classrooms must first be transformed 

into "smart rooms. " There are an increasing number 



of classrooms on campus that are being equipped 
with computers and access to the internet that make 

it possible for students to conduct hands-on and 
laboratory activities. (See sidebars for descriptions of 
some of these facilities.) 

Computers do the donkey work well, 
but are hugely limiting 
Although the Graphic Design Program is relatively 
new (it was established in 1992) , a quick look at old 
University Catalogues provides some interesting insight 
on debates within the department and within the 
discipline more generally about the appropriate role 
of technology. Leila Musfy, chair of the Department of 
Architecture and Design, confirms this. "The thinking 
has evolved. At one point, the primary focus was to 
ensure that our students graduated with the computer 
skills that they needed to work in desktop publishing 
and interactive/motion graphics. " Later, however, the 
number of computer courses was cut back. "We were 
concerned about what got lost when there was too 
much emphasis on computers and technology. There 
is strong support in the department, and at other 

academic institutions as well, for ensuring that graphic 
design students get enough hands-on experience as part 
of their training. " 

to a recent and generous donation from Mrs. Etaf F. Farah, 
wife of the late Suhail R. Bathish (BE '59), the auditorium 
now includes a well-equipped audio-visual and multi-media c::: 
room-the Etaf Farah Bathish Annex-that can accommodate 
up to 100 people. In addition to being a stand-alone facility, 
the annex can also provide much needed overflow space for 
the auditorium enabling those who are unable to get a seat in 
the main auditorium to still hear and see what is taking place 
next door. 

Antoun Ghattas Karam E-Ciassroom, 
Jafet Memorial Library 

Students taking a class in the Antoun Ghattas Karam 
Electronic Classroom in Jafet Library can group themselves 
around one of the 27 computer terminals or arrange 
themselves in rows depending on the structure of the course 
and the assignment they have been asked to complete. The 
new space also features a remote-controlled LCP projection 
system. No matter what the assignment, Students benefit 
enormously from the opportunity to learn about and to see for 
themselves the increasing number of electronic resources that 
are available at the library. 

Smart Classrooms in Nicely Hall 
Five classrooms in Nicely Hall have gotten a lot smarter 
recently as a result of a comprehensive effort to reconfigure 
classrooms to encourage interaction among students and to 
support diverse teaching styles. Although the five 
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Why is this hands-on experience important? The 

output you get from the computer "looks slick, it looks 

better," Musfy explains, "but there is no depth and 

no content. " Musfy says that there are also certain 

techniques or visuals that you just can't teach on a 

computer-"texture" for example. "You need to be able 

to get physical, to touch what you are working on. You 

can't do that on a computer. " Musfy points to some of 

the elective courses, in silkscreen, engraving, and etching 

(courses where students are outfitted in dirty aprons, 

their hands splattered with ink) and laughs: "You can't 

get more manual than that. " 

Some of those who are most skeptical about what 

computers can-and should be allowed to do-are those 

with a background in technology. Daniel Drennan, an 

assistant professor in the Department of Architecture 

and Design who has extensive experience in illustration, 

graphic design, and interactive telecommunications, notes 

that the computer has remained "pretty much in the same 

basic configuration that it has had for half a century: 

screen, keyboard, mouse. We are obliged to adapt to 

it, not the other way around, and it is hugely limiting. " 

Because computers force users to "work in someone else's 

'metaphor' using someone else's software ... our gesture is 

lost if not totally removed." Drennan says that regardless 

of the medium one chooses, the "prime importance in 

any artistic endeavor is the feedback loop that is created 

by observing, processing, putting down on paper, and 

then observing what was put down, etc. Anything that 

gets in the way of this loop goes against the creative 

process and should be considered suspect. " 

So, what do computers do well? "Donkey 

work," says Musfy. She is referring to, for example, 

those routine and tedious jobs involved in preparing 

something for publication. She remembers spending 

hours, even days, on such tasks and is grateful that this 

is not something she will have to do again. 

The tools have changed but farm practices 
are still important 
AUB has been teaching courses in agriculture since 

1914. When Nuhad Daghir, who recently retired after 

serving ten years as dean of the Faculty of Agricultural 

and Food Sciences, came to AUB as a young professor in 

the early 1960s, there was one computer on campus and 

it was in the basement of College Hall. "It was as big as 

this office," he remembers. 

When asked to reflect on how the teaching of 

agriculture has changed, he notes that students now do 

much more hands-on research. He continues, "Another 

change is in the equipment: there is more of it now 

and it is much more sophisticated. " Although the tools 

have changed, Daghir says that farm practices are just as 

important now as they were and that time the students 

spend on "the farm " (the 100-hectare Agricultural 

Research and Education Center, AREC, in the Beka'a) 

continues to be critical. 

Daghir agrees that there are things that web-based 

technologies do well. "Computer-generated animation 

programs make it possible for us to see, for example, the 

internal combustion engine at work. With still pictures, 



we were only able to see structure. Now, with computer
generated images, we can see structure and function . 
This to me is a great example of how technology has 
enhanced the classroom experience." Being able to see 
function is also important in the teaching of animal 
sciences courses such as anatomy and physiology. These 
technologies have enhanced the classroom experience, 
but-argues Daghir-the face-to-face interaction 
between students and professors is still important. 
Web-based technologies have not (and, Daghir will tell 
you , "they should not") replace what he calls classical 
teaching: the professor in the classroom standing in front 
of a blackboard with a piece of chalk in his hand. 

From chalk and talk to technology integration 
You will have to look long and hard to find a piece 
of chalk at the business school. "We have moved 
from a world of chalk and talk to one dominated by 
technology integration," explains Dean George Najjar. 
More than half of the classes that are currently being 
taught at the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business 
(OSB) use WebCT or Moodie, which are innovative 
web-based learning tools for course content delivery, 
discussions, assignments, and assessment. Najjar argues 
that technology has helped accelerate the transition 
in pedagogy "from teaching to learning, from being 
professor-focused to student-focused." 

Although he too can see that there could be a 
downside to all this technology, he is not concerned. 
"Technology has increased students' connectedness 
with the world," Najjar says. "They arrive on campus 
more aware of the outside world than we were at their 
age. They are more assertive, more career-driven. The 
classroom environment is much richer as a result of 
technology. Vistas which we could not have imagined in 
the past are now open to OSB students. This can only 
be good. " 

A critical supporting role 
There are a number of departments and facilities on 
campus that are dedicated to making it possible- and 
easier- for faculty and students to take advantage of 
technology including the Academic Computing Center 
(see MainGate , "Tech Times ," summer 2005) , AUB's 

classrooms share some features such as motorized window 
shades to block out the sun, sound-absorbing panels to 
block out outside noise, enhanced lighting, and LCD screens 
and moveable projectors, they are each unique. In the 
"classic classroom," there are desks facing a central focal 
point and couches along the wall nearest the windows. The 
"round table classroom" is dominated by a round table and 
includes a "break out" space in the back of the room. It 
is expected that the "raked classroom" for fine arts and 
theater classes will feature a stage-like area with rising 
rows of seats. There are several large tables that can be 
rearranged as needed and a small "break out" area with 
high stools in the "docked classroom.· The "long tables 
classroom" has three long tables that can be broken apart 
into mini-tables-ideal for group work. At the end of the 
year, a survey will be conducted to evaluate the experience 
of students and teachers who participated in classes in one 
of the Nicely Hall prototype "smart" classrooms. 

Science and Math Resource Room, 
Fisk Hall 

The resource room on the second floor of Ask Hall is being 
remodeled to Include a classroom/laboratory, an exhibit 
area, and a storage space. When completed, It will have 
nine computer stations equipped with Microcomputer 
Based Laboratory (MBL) tools and accessories. Students 
wor1<ing with these tools will be able to explore, measure, 
and learn from the physical world and move back and forth 
between graphs and physical events. The goal is to provide 
students with the opportunity to develop more meaningful 
scientific concepts. In addition to being used to train future 
science and math teachers to use information technology 
In the classroom, the resource room will also be used for 
professional development workshops that the Department of 
Education conducts for current teachers throughout the year. 
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libraries, and Computing and Networking Services 

(CNS). Nabil Bukhalid, director of CNS, reports 

that AUB has been a wireless campus since 2004. 

He continues, "currently we have 3,000 registered 

student laptops and with only a minor investment 

AUB's wireless infrastructure could accommodate 

7,000 laptops. " He says that he and his colleagues are 

constantly monitoring how the technology is evolving 

and-most importantly-how it is being used. In the 

process , they learn some interesting things. "We were 

surprised to discover that there were more students 

clustered around the fountain in front of Jafet Library 

than at the Green Oval or in front of West Hall. " 

Although the entire campus is wireless, there is extra 

capacity in certain areas where students are expected 

to cluster. Bukhalid notes that he and his colleagues 

are engaged in an ongoing dialogue with faculty and 

students to make sure they are providing what the 

"customers" want and need. "The technological 

infrastructure is in place. It is continuously evolving 

and designed to be user-centric," he says. 

The librarians at jafet Library and the Saab Medical 

Library are also focused on the customer. On the 

third floor of Jafet Library, the Antoun Ghattas Karam 

Electronic Classroom is in high demand for courses 

(260 sessions in fall 2006) in information literacy. 

Samira Rafidi Meghdessian, information services 

librarian , says that she and her colleagues encourage 

every faculty member to schedule an information 

literacy session for their students. "This gives us an 

opportunity to show the students-and the faculty-the 

resources that are available that are directly relevant 

to what they are teaching and studying." The library's 

digital collection is constantly growing. (See story on 

page 33 on digitizing AUB's libraries.) 

Over at the Saab Medical Library, the librarians 

are also committed to customer service and education. 

They offer one course (IDTH 301) specifically for 

graduate students in the basic sciences and training 

sessions to healthcare professionals and students when 

and where they are needed. They have even been 

known to conduct information literacy sessions for 

physicians at the hospital as early as 7 am. "We are 

part of the healthcare team," says reference librarian 

Aida Farha. In fact, says Hilda Nassar, the medical 
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librarian, "Some of the doctors like our services so 

much that they continue to contact us after they leave. 

We are happy to help. " 

Meaningful integration 
So, can there be too much technology in the classroom? 

There is no question that technology can be a distraction 

and may even discourage learning. Cliff Stoll, who 

has written a book on this topic (High Tech Heretic: 

Why Computers Don't Belong in the Classroom and Other 

Reflections by a Computer Contrarian), says that he 

increasingly feels that students are not well served by 

technology, that it too often destroys curiosity.* This 

may be true, but does it have to be this way? "The 

challenge," says Boujaoude, "is to figure out how to 

meaningfully integrate electronic and information 

technologies into classroom instruction." 



Even though AUBwlan (the AUB wireless network) was only 
established in May 2005, it already provides wireless internet 
access to more than 2,800 students. AUBwlan enables students 
to take their computers from the Green Oval to an English class 
or a chemistry lab and then later log on to social networking 
interfaces and websites that have become widespread on campus. 
And almost everyone on campus has heard of Facebook-even 
those who have not joined it yet. 
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Facebook, which is an on-line interface where people 

from around the world can meet and exchange messages, 

pictures, and other material, has over 600 registered 

AUB students, including alumni and staff. The AUB 

community on Facebook is growing every day, and clubs 

and societies are using it as a means of communication. 

The 2007 Outdoors team, the Student Representative 

Committees, AUB athletes, and other societies and 

groups regularly announce their activities and news on 

Facebook. 

While not all students have their own blogs, most 

of them are familiar with MySpace (a website for social 

networking), YouTube (a website where people share 

videos) , and MSN chatting. Omar Chatah, a political 

studies senior, told MainGate: "1 use my cell phone; 1 

use skype [that allows you to use your computer to call 

any phone number anywhere in the world] primarily to 

call outside the country, and my ipod for entertainment 

and data storage." Chatah created a blog during the war 

last summer to express his opinions and thoughts. As for 

YouTube, students seem to be enthusiastic about the new 

video-sharing interface. 

Ramsey Nasser, a computer science major, said, 

"The stuff you'll find never ceases to amaze me. 

Everything from Captain Majid from childhood, to 

Lebanese political commercials, to S. L. Chi episodes. 

It's all there. " (Captain Majid is an animation series that 

became a part of Lebanese heritage, and S.L. Chi is a 

1990s Lebanese political and social comedy show.) 

Inside the classroom 
The recently renovated classrooms in Nicely Hall offer 

sufficient Wifi (wireless) coverage so that all students 

can bring their laptops to class if they want to do so. 

This is convenient because an increasing number of 

students use laptops on campus. Political studies senior 

Nour Malas said , "1 use the internet obsessively ... 1 

rely heavily on my laptop for getting all of my academic 

work done; it also comes in handy for taking notes in 

class, and in doing research anytime and anywhere

since wireless internet is available on campus. " Ramsey 

Nasser uses a tablet PC- a laptop that can act as a 

notepad-in class to take notes. You can rotate the 

screen and rest it on the keyboard , allowing the user 

to write. "The benefits are limitless. Unrestricted page 
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length , automatic saving and sorting of all your notes , 

search features, importing of slides and PDFs to take 

notes on, and so on," said Nasser. 

Nasser is currently setting up his own blog: "It will be 

a repository for all of my programming projects and 

a place to publish articles on different issues, mainly 

technology. It's important for someone like me who 

would like to work in this industry professionally to 

have some kind of presence on the web," Nasser added. 

The Facilities and Planning Design Unit (FPDU) 

Project Manager Hisham Ramadan said that all 

classrooms in Nicely Hall will eventually be renovated . 

So far, there are five prototype classrooms and it is 

already pretty clear that the traditional chalkboard will 

be eventually phased out completely. In its place in one 

of the smart classrooms in Nicely Hall is an interactive 

board, which can be connected to the professor's laptop. 

"The projector provides the visuals on the board, and a 

pen or the person's finger acts as a mouse or a writing 

tool," said Ramadan. This technology, however, is still 

quite new and has not yet been used by AUB professors. 

Technology as means for cultural exchange 
Director of the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy 

and International Affairs Rami Khouri is giving a course 

entitled Media and Politics, which consists of class 

discussions on topics related to media perceptions and 

impact within the context of US-Arab relations, the 

Arab-Israeli conflict, and such issues as colonialism, 

imperialism, and double standards. Web conferencing 

sessions with AUB students and students from 

18 universities in the United States, Morocco , the 

Palestinian Territories, Egypt, Lebanon, and the Gulf 

complement class discussions. 

Using Soliya's Connect Program, an initiative that 

facilitates on-line exchanges between students in the 

United States and predominantly Muslim countries 

in the Middle East, students communicate through 

web conferencing and post articles, video footage , and 

lectures. "It's a way to allow them to interact personally 

through honest discussions and joint projects. You get 

to see how different students in different cultures shape 

the same material, to learn what they share, and what 

separates them," says Khouri. 

Last year, when Khouri taught the same course 
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it consisted of a weekly, hour-long video-conferencing 

session with students from the University of Delaware 

in the Untied States, in addition to class discussions 

on the same contemporary topics. Referring to the new 

technology he is using this year, Khouri said , "It's much 

more personal. That is one of the strengths. There is 

also an element in the class that provides extra means 

for the students to interact with students of the same age 

from Norway, Belgium, Germany, Turkey, and the United 

States. They talk about issues of political and social 

concern to them in a way that allows them to develop 

friendships. It supplements what we do in class. The 

combination is very enriching. " 

Nour Malas , who is enrolled in this course, 

said, "The course is a great way to connect students 

around the world , in a structured and constructive 

conversation." According to Malas, it does not require 

much knowledge or technical skill, but rather "clarity of 

thought and speech and patience with technology, which 

is frequently problematic." 

First step in the journey of a thousand miles: 
Technology as a knowledge creation tool 
Professor Roman Kulchitsky from the Political Studies 

and Public Administration Department said that 

technology should be used in innovative ways to make 

teaching more effective. "I use [digital] technology to 

do things I can't do with paper technology." Kulchitsky 

aims through his efforts to go beyond knowledge 

"management" to "knowledge creation. " 

Kulchitsky, whose classes include a large IT 

component, uses hypertext as a teaching tool in graduate 

and undergraduate courses that explore the impact of 

new technologies on public policy and administration. 

He explained that information in hypertext can be read 

in a flexible way, which allows readers to capture more 

ideas in a combined process of reading and writing. "It 

introduces a whole new way of thinking and reading: 

new ideas arise; text acquires a new meaning; the reader 

can identify contradictions and links," Kulchitsky said. 

IT is in contrast to the traditional book structure, which 

is fixed. 

The major problem with the new technology is 

that it is costly, and it requires much time and effort . 
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Kulchitsky said that the communication network's 

cost is high, as connecting with other universities is 

very difficult; the speed of the internet connection in 

Lebanon is not always adequate; and PSPA faculty do not 

have easy access to labs in the faculty. "Teaching [here] 

is based on a mindset which was created through the use 

of paper technology. That's a problem and a challenge. " 

In addition, the professors have to learn the technology 

and deal with a tremendous amount of red tape. 

The cost is not only high in terms of accessibility, 

but also in terms of incentive for the professors. "Unless 

you have a research angle, it won't be very beneficial 

for academics [at AUB]. There's not enough incentive 

for scholars [at AUB to use technologies in innovative 

ways]. The first time AUB students were introduced to 

video-conferencing in class was when Kulchitsky gave a 

course in fall 2005 entitled Multiple Perspectives on US 

Foreign Policy in the Middle East. Kulchitsky led a team 

of AUB professors , including President john Waterbury, 

in a series of lectures on different topics related to the 

Middle East. He said that it required a tremendous 

amount of time and effort to make the class work and 

because of this and a lack of resources , the class was not 

offered again . 

"At AUB, if there's a will there's a way," said 

Kulchitsky, and he highlighted the instrumental role 

that Computing and Networking Services, the Academic 

Computing Center, the Prince Alwaleed Bin Tala! Bin 

Abdulaziz Al Saoud Center for American Studies and 

Research (CASAR), andjafet Library played in making 

the video-conferencing class a success. 

Students discuss American Zionism and 
sexuality in the Middle East on-line 
CASAR Professor Marcy Newman said she uses Moodie's 

discussion forum to encourage dialogue among students. 

"Students have a lot to say, especially on hot topics 

like sexual identity in the Middle East and American 

Zionism, so they use the discussion forums on-line. " 

Although Newman used blogs when she taught 

at universities in the United States, at AUB she prefers 

to use Moodie because it provides a safe environment 

that is not found on the internet. "The classroom is a 

safe space no matter what the students believe. If they 
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express their opinions publicly [on a blog] , it would 

make them vulnerable, so a closed space like Moodle is 

better." 

Tamara Keblaoui, a business junior who is taking 

the class said , "The technology-centered nature of 

our class has made the class more appealing and fun. 

Newman constantly updates the page with articles, 

maps, art, and sometimes even music relevant to class 

content. Students can also contribute, so we're not just 

interacting through writing. " 

Keblaoui's colleagues Yasmine Nsouli and Nadine 

Kotob agree that discussions on-line are intense-heated 

@! and interesting. "Students feel very strongly about the 
@ 
@ course material, and I think that's why I love Moodie 

~ 

this semester," Kotob told MainGate. 

Judging by the way that on-line networking and 

communication is booming, it is pretty clear that student 

use of technology is only going to grow on campus 

and lead to increased contact between AUB students 

and students abroad. For both students and professors 

on campus, chatting and web conferencing provide an 

accessible medium through which they can create new 

forums of interaction, advertise on-campus activities, 

and expand course offerings. By encouraging a global 

perspective, these new technological tools enrich minds 

and increase tolerance as users exchange thoughts 

and viewpoints with students from around the 

world. 

More Online ~ 

adopted from Wikipedia 

Blog 
A user-generated website where entries are made in journal 

style and displayed in a reverse chronological order. 

Facebook www.facebook.com 
A social networking website that has become particularly 

popular among college and university students. 

Youlube www.youtube.com 

A popular free video sharing website which lets users 

upload, view, and share video clips. 

AUBwlan 
The wireless local area network installed at AUB 

Moodie www.moodle.com 

An open-source software e-learning platform that is used by 

an increasing number of professors at AUB instead of the 

proprietary WebCT. 

MySpace www.myspace.com 

A social networking website that offers an interactive, 

user-submitted network of friends, personal profiles, blogs, 

groups, photos, music, and videos. 

Skype www.skype.com 

A peer-to-peer internet telephony network. Its many features 

include free voice and video conferencing and the ability to 

use peer-to-peer (decentralized) technology to overcome 

common firewall and NAT (network address translation) 

problems. 
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~ Technology is not only changing how 
research is done, it is also expanding the 
possibilities in every field. Research to 
discover what motivates people to shop on
line or to model the human brain is relatively 
new both at AUB and at research centers 
worldwide. For scientists who have been 
working in laboratories for many years, 
however, the availability of technology may 
not have changed their research topics but 
it has certainly revolutionized the research 
experience and has led to some surprising 
results that directly impact the lives of those 
who live and work in the region. 

Modeling the brain 
It is hard to imagine anything more "high-tech" than 
modeling the human brain. It turns out, however, 
that this is something that scientists and researchers 
have been doing for some time. Fadi Karameh, an 
assistant professor in the Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, is working with a modified EEG 
(electroencephalogram) machine that has been especially 
designed for research to increase his understanding of 
how the brain works. (EEGs, which measure electrical 
activity in the brain, have been routinely used in 
hospitals for many years for a wide range of purposes 
including detecting tumors.) Karameh explains that 
his approach is slightly different from that of many 
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researchers who work in this field , in part because of 
his training as an engineer. "My work is integrative. I 
want to pull it all together, to look at the big picture, 
and identify common organizing principles. " By looking 
at different brain areas and finding similar neuronal 
"microcircuits," he hopes to learn how information is 

shared in the brain and how higher cognitive centers 
in the brain, such as attention and planning, recruit 
lower cognitive areas, such as motor execution. 
Karameh explains that this is a "vast field" and that 

"experimentation occurs at several scales and spans the 
molecular level , cellular level, networks of neurons, all 
the way to the EEG scale, which is a signature activity 
recorded from the scalp. " His challenge is to find 
what he calls "simplified engineering models" of how 

components in this system work. 

Both faculty and students have taken advantage of 
the EEG to expand their research. In 2005-06, Salam 
Akoum, Mariam Itani, and Rayan Jaber (who were 
all fourth-year students in electrical and computer 

engineering last year and have since graduated) designed 
a final-year project to explore "new techniques in 
brain-computer interface. " They were curious to see 
if the machine could detect when someone thought, 

for example, about moving a limb. When it came time 
to test their hypothesis , Jaber volunteered to be the 
"guinea pig. " (It turns out that he was a particularly 
good candidate because the machine works better on 
people with less hair.) With the cap firmly on his head 
and the electrodes hooked up to the EEG, Jaber places 
his hands on his knees. When his professor (Ka rameh) 
tells him to think of moving his right arm, the visual 
monitor registers this "movement"-except of course 
that there has been no movement, at least none that 
was visible to those of us in the room. Although 
Jaber did not move (his hands never left his knees) , 
Karameh explains that it is possible to find an electrical 
signature from a bunch of electrodes hooked on to 

the cap over brain centers responsible for movement 
planning and execution . This type of research has 
biomedical applications and could, for example , make 
a huge difference in the lives of people who are fitted 
with artificial limbs. "Imagine if you could move your 
artificial arm or leg the way you wanted to just by 
thinking about it? " Karameh asks. 
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Assessing the Impact of the Jiyyeh Oil Spill on 
the Food of the Poor 
When Israel bombed theJiyyeh Power Plant south of 

Beirut on July l3 and again on July 15, 2006, it caused 

an oil spill that dumped inore than 15,000 tons of 

heavy fuel oil into the Mediterranean Sea and polluted 

almost 90 miles of lebanese coastline. In addition 

to the devastating short- and long-term environmental 

and economic effects, the oil spill may have also caused 

severe and long-lasting damage to the marine ecosystem, 

affecting fishermen's livelihoods and the food supply 

of many people who live in the area. Professor Elie 

Barbour, Department of Animal Sciences, is leading an 

AUB team which includes Houssam Shaib, Alia Sabra, 

and Alexander Barclay that is looking at one aspect of 

the oil spill: its impact on the marine species that make 

up a significant part of the diet of the poor. They are 

doing this by measuring the levels of two contaminants, 

namely, PAH (a family of chemicals known as 

polyaromatic hydrocarbons, some members of which 

can be carcinogenic, that is present in the oil spill) and 

~~ MatnGate Sprtng 2007 

PCB (a family of chemicals known as polychlorinated 

biphenyls) and three heavy metals (lead , nickel , and 

vanadium) in two types of fish (Siganus rivulatus or 

"Muasta" as it is known in lebanon and Mugil capito or 

"Bouri Dehben"), and in oysters. 

All of this testing from A to Z will be done on 

campus at AUB labs . Sabra, an AUB master's student 

in ecosystem management-agriculture who is writing 

her thesis on the oil spill, explains that Greenpeace 

collected the oyster samples 72 days after the 

bombardment of the Jiyyeh Plant from six sites: two 

south of Jiyyeh and four to the north. (Because of the 

prevailing sea currents at the time of the attack, the 

affected areas are all in lebanon to the north of Jiyyeh.) 

Barbour, who has been adopting new technologies 

in the Animal Science laboratory of the Faculty of 

Agricultural and Food Sciences explains that this type 

of work is becoming "easier, cheaper, and less time

consuming. " He explains that the technologies are 

more environmentally friendly these days: "We now use 

safe reagents and avoid using those that are toxic or 

-'· 
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radioactive. " There are also fewer "false positives," (a 

result that would, for example, indicate contamination 

when there is no contamination). "The technology is 

also more sensitive, and therefore can detect as little 

as 0.2 ug per gram of dried tissues of the collected 

samples. In addition, the technology is cheaper. " Rami 

Zurayk, who is working with Barbour on this project, 

agrees: "We can now do things with $10,000 that we 

could not have done in the past with $50,000. " 

The Jiyyeh oil spill in July 2006 polluted 
almost 90 miles of lebanese coastline. AUB 
professors are assessing the potentially long 
lasting damage to the ecosystems and to a 
marine species that makes up a significant 
part of the diet of the poor. 
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Figuring out what makes eBay tick 
Rima Fayad is working in a field that would not exist 

without technology. She laughs when I ask her about 

this: "You're right. This field is very new. " Fayad, who 

has been at the Suliman S. Olayan School of Business 

since fall 2006, is working on e-commerce. "The 

internet created this new market-called e-commerce

that we don't really understand yet. How does it work? 

How is it different from traditional commerce? What 

are the factors that cause people to go on-line to shop 

and, quite often , to actually buy something? That is my 

research topic." 

To study the behavior of on-line buyers, Fayyad 

created a website that sold music. When people 

visited the site, they were asked a series of questions 

to determine why they had come to the site and what 

motivated them to make a purchase or not to make a 

purchase. Fayad explains that in traditional research, 

behavioral intentions (the intention to visit or buy) 

are used as a substitute for actual behavior, which is 

difficult to measure. In her research, however, she has 
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been able to examine actual behavior by "using four 

measures, namely: actual purchase, access number, 

access total time, and access average time." The results 

of her study indicate that there is a relationship between 

actual on-line behavior and satisfaction with the process, 

and outcome of the on-line shopping experience. "ln 

addition ," according to Fayad, "the results of the study 

substantiated that satisfaction with buying on-line 

(receiving the exact item ordered, receiving the item on 

time, the availability of a good return policy, etc.) was 

related to the actual purchase of a product." 

"The internet created this new market
called e-commerce-that we don't really 
understand yet. How does it work? How is 
it different from traditional commerce? What 
are the factors that cause people to go on
line to shop and, quite often, to actually buy 
something? 

Technology as preventative medicine 
Using technology that was not available just two or 

three years ago , Pierre Zalloua, an associate professor in 

the Cellular and Molecular Biology Unit at the Faculty 

of Medicine, is working on a European Commission 

funded project to identify genetic and other markers 

for cardiovascular disease. Zalloua, who trained as a 

geneticist, notes that cardiovascular diseases are the 

leading cause of death in many countries including 

Lebanon and the United States. Working with 

colleagues at Oxford , Imperial College London, Centre 

National de Genotypage Paris , Novo, and two small 

biotech companies , he is trying to "figure out who is 

at risk before they develop cardiovascular disease. " 

Zalloua explains that they are using a multidisciplinary 

approach in which "many novel technologies are 

brought together" and will be simultaneously using 

something called a "mouse model," a laboratory mouse 

that is used for medical research because it has specific 

characteristics that resemble a human disease or 

disorder. 
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Discovering the anti-cancer potential of 
lebanese sage 
Hala Muhtasib, a professor of biology, is also doing 

things that she cou ld not have imagined not so long 

ago. With research interests that range from cancer 

chemotherapy and cancer prevention to identifying 

potential "targets" for prevention and therapy, 

Muhtasib says that there has been a significant 

change in her work in the laboratory. "Thanks to 

technology, some of our greatest concerns (such as 

the risk of contamination) are no longer a problem. " 

She continues , "We now use Ouorescent markers 

that enable us to quickly identify cells that carry a 

particular 'label'. This makes it possible to identify 

specific drug targets. By knowing more precisely how 

specific drugs impact individual cells, we can treat 

disease more effectively. " 

As a member of lBSAR (the Initiative for 

Biodiversity Studies in Arid Regions) at AUB, Muhtasib 

is using some modern lab techniques to conduct 

experimental studies of a traditional product: Lebanese 

sage, a plant that is endemic to the region and has 

long been used in traditional medicine to treat colds, 

coughs, and stomach aches. Muhtasib's work has 

revealed that Lebanese sage may also have anti-cancer 

potential. "For the first time , we are figuring out which 

of its 11 components are responsible for biological 

activity and how they work. " This is exactly the type 

of research that IBSAR, a group of faculty members who 

are dedicated to preserving the region's biodiversity, is 

seeking to promote. "To make nature conservation a 

viable alternative for those who live and work in the 

region today," Muhtasib explains, "we need to work 

with farmers and others to help them identify economic 

opportunities that give them a reason to get involved in 

sustainable nature conservation. " 

Muhtasib points out that although many of the 

changes in laboratory procedures and equipment are not 

recent, they have occurred in a relatively brief period 

of time. She laughs, ''I'm not that old and yet I have 

"Muhtasib is using some modern lab 
techniques to conduct experimental studies 
of a traditional product: lebanese sage, a 
plant that is endemic to the region and has 
long been used in traditional medicine to 
treat colds, coughs, and stomach aches. 
Muhtasib's work has revealed that lebanese 
sage may also have anti-cancer potential." 
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seen enormous changes during my career. " Muhtasib, 

who has been at AUB since 1994, says that there has 

been a significant improvement in the equipment 

and laboratory resources at AUBin recent years . She 

mentions the Central Research Science Laboratory, 

which was established in 2000, in particular. (Kamal 

Shair, AUB trustee, recently made a $1.5 million 

gift to endow and name the laboratory.) "It is the 

most amazing facility on campus," she says. She is 

quick to add , however, that the need for funding for 

equipment and staff support, especially for individual 

departments , remains . 

Is clean fuel an economically viable option for 
Lebanon? 
The focus of Maher Ahmadieh, Randa Alameh , and 

Rola Fakhoury's project is also about pollution. All 

~ II :iJ 
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fourth-year students in the Department of Electrical 

and Computer Engineering, they are doing their final 

year project on the different options for improving 

emissions from Lebanon's power plants , which are 

one of the biggest contributors to air pollution in 

the country. There are several alternatives under 

consideration: switching to low-sulfur fuel oil; using 

end-of-pipe technology (by, for example , installing 

flue gas desulfurization systems); or shifting to 

natural gas. Their supervisor, Professor Farid 

Chaaban, explains that the group "is developing 

software for advanced economic analysis to examine 

the three alternatives under consideration. " The 

study will be conducted at the Jiyyeh and Zouk 

power plants and will consider both economic and 

environmental factors. The software and the 

study itself will be made available to the Ministry 

of Energy and Water and to interested students. 



Jennifer Muller 

Preserving History and Breaking Down 
Barriers: Digitizing AUB's Libraries 
Academic institutions like the American University of 

Beirut have been leading the "digital library" movement 

since it began in the 1990s, sparked by increased usage 

of the internet and on-line connectivity. This does 

not mean that AUB is moving to an all-digital format; 

the libraries are maintaining traditional bound books, 

journals, newspapers, and archives as well as a physical 

space for faculty and students to do research and study. 

But AUB's libraries have been making great strides in 

providing access to academic resources and library 

services on-line as well as complementing and enhancing 

their collection with digital information, whether 

purchased or created locally. In tandem with these 

efforts, the libraries are heavily involved in promoting 

the information literacy that is necessary for faculty 

and students to fully utilize these new and enhanced 

resources. 

The main thrust of digitization efforts at AUB's 

libraries is a continuous process of automation; 

making an ever-increasing number of services and 

resources available on-line. Materials are now twice as 

accessible as they ever were. Students and faculty are 

able to conveniently access important journals, books , 

and reference material from their offices, homes, and 

portable laptops, greatly expanding resources for AUB 

courses. Faculty can also order books and journal 

articles through the website and put their course reserve 

materials on-line. The E-Journals of AUB's libraries 

available from on-line databases are extensive and 

faculty members and students can easily search these 

in their field of specialty. Hilda Nassar, director of 

Saab Medical Library (SML), says that it is important 

to have electronic resources because, especially in 

medicine, "people want the information of tomorrow, 

not yesterday." Nassar also explains that many alumni 

contact them wanting to use their resources. Since 

this is not possible for subscribed databases because of 

copyright issues, SML created a list of useful databases 

that alumni and others can access for free (click on 

"AUB Alumni Databases" on the SML website) . These 

include: BestBets, Health Education Assets Library 

(HEAL), PubMed, SCIRUS, and the Directory of Open 

Access Journals. 

The full range of library resources available on 

the web includes databases, E-Journals, and E-Books , 

all of which would only have a minimal effect unless 

faculty and students are actively informed about them. 

All this is changing the definition of what "library 

science" is today Information Services Librarian Samira 

Meghdessian explains that, "library science is now 

focused more on outreach and spreading information 

literacy on campus." To this end, the libraries offer 

numerous classes in how to use resources and search 

engines, how to navigate the on-line catalogues, as well 

as providing web-based tutorials. In October 2004, the 

Antoun Ghattas Karam E-Classroom was inaugurated 

in Jafet Library and is now used to teach hundreds of 

undergraduate and graduate students the tools they will 

need to access the numerous electronic resources of the 

library. There are also special efforts to help instructors 

incorporate research methods in their courses that take 

advantage of these on-line resources. 

AUB has expansive archives and special collections, 

and the University has excelled in using technology to 

preserve and make widely accessible these documents 

and images. B0rre Ludvigsen, a professor of computer 

science from 0stfold University College, says that some 

universities are doing large-scale, systematic digitization 

of library collections, but in terms of digitizing historical 

documents and rare manuscripts, "AUB is right at the 

top with the others," and "has been at the forefront 

of this effort since the late 1990s." Ludvigsen heads 

up the Digital Documentation Center at AUB and has 

been traveling from his home university in Norway to 
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Lebanon for the past ten years to coordinate and execute 

the digitization of AUB's most important archives and 

collections for jafet Library, Saab Medical Library, as well 

as several academic departments. 

AUB's libraries have made great progress in this 

regard. The first project in Jafet Library was the E.W. 

Blatchford collection of 801 photographs, mainly of the 

Middle East, taken between 1880 and 1900 and donated 

by Mrs . Howard Bliss in 1924. Also viewable on their 

website are a wide range of posters from Lebanon going 

back to the 1960s. One collection contains political 

posters on the themes of the Palestinian question , 

Lebanon, and the Lebanese Civil War. There is also a 

superb collection of 177 art posters, primarily from 

painting and sculpture exhibits in Lebanon, as well as 

posters for plays, music recitals, movies, and conferences 

from the 1960s to the late twentieth century. These are 

a tremendous resource for students of graphic design 

and political science, as well as for other researchers and 

the general public. SMI..S digitization projects include 

collections of old medical posters, diplomas, many 

historical books, and photos from the private collection 

of Tamir Nassar taken during an AUB expedition in the 

1930s in the Arab Desert (Syria and jordan). 

Another major project of the libraries has been 

the scanning of student theses. At jafet Library, they 

have embarked on the digitizing of 7,000 theses that 

nm~~~~srrv·oFMmtmt 

are available and can be accessed remotely. 

Archives Librarian Samar Mikati Kaissi 

ClVILIZA1IONSEQUENCEPROGRAM says "It is very practical for our students 
& 1bc A.U.B DRAMA CLUB 

present to have the theses available through our 

library catalog for several reasons: e-theses 

improve access to research information by 

providing it immediately to multiple users; 

P 0 R T f 0 ~ I 

they provide the information in a digital , user-friendly 

form; the information is reachable all day and every day; 

and they s11pply students with recent resources and data 

that are based in a local context and can be functional 

for their new research." SML outsourced their collection 

of 665 theses, so their digitization of theses from the 

Faculty of Medicine is now complete. 

One thing that truly makes AUB's libraries stand 

out among its peers is the digitization of historical 

books and manuscripts in Arabic. In 2002, Jafet Library 

began an appraisal of their Oriental manuscripts, of 

which the most valuable 27 were selected and digitized. 

Informative descriptions as well as images of the first 

and last five pages can be viewed on the library web 

page. Another prime example of this is Avicenna's Canon 

of Medicine, printed in Rome in 1593, which is part 

of the holdings of SML. Each page of this important 

historical manuscript was digitally photographed by 

Professor Ludvigsen. It is now viewable on-line and 

is stored on archival quality DVDs in two separate 

locations . Nassar notes that they get inquiries about 

it every week. Now they are finishing up a translation 

of the table of contents into English and a complete 

indexing of the book in Arabic and English so that it will 

be searchable on the internet. This will be a boon for 

researchers around the world. 

These projects would not have been possible 

without the forward-looking move of AUB's libraries to 

seize the opportunities provided by new technologies. 

This long-term endeavor contributes greatly to fulfilling 

AUB's mission of providing excellence in education, 

participating in the advancement of knowledge through 

research, and serving the peoples of the Middle East and 

beyond. 
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Bring the American University of Beirut. international 
businesses, and European Union partner institutions 
together, and they will introduce you to tomorrow's 
technical elite. The Collaborative Information 
Technology Program for Education and Research 
(CITPER) is a Joint European Project funded by the 
European Commission's TEMPUS program. The project 
is a collaborative effort between AUB'S Department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE), Technische 
Universitat Miinchen (Germany), the University of 
Southampton (United Kingdom), and Siemens AG 
(Germany). The project has already achieved one 
of its objectives-the establishment of a two-year 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
graduate program at AUB, which began in fall 2006. 
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Ayman Kayssi , member of CITPER and chair of the 

Electrical and Computer Engineering (ECE) Department, 

spoke at length to MainGate about the program and its 

prospects in the Middle East. Kayssi noted that since 

ICT (information and communication technology) in the 

region is still in its early stages, there is "a lot of potential 

[for it here]. If you look at the studies that are being 

conducted concerning what kinds of jobs or job sectors 

are growing the most around the world, you will see that 

ICT-related jobs are among the top jobs listed." These jobs 

include data management, hardware/firmware engineering, 

network development, and project management. AUB's 

ICT graduates will be well positioned to compete globally 

in this market. 

Surveys distributed by CITPER to regional companies 

demonstrated that there is a lot of interest in ICT in the 

Middle East. The program was designed specifically to 

meet the needs of these regional companies. Member 

of CITPER and professor of electrical and computer 

engineering Hassan Artail explained that the survey 

revealed "that most companies have needs in software 

systems, management skills, and industrial liaisons." 

The program is being designed not only to benefit 

the companies in the region: students will be rigorously 

prepared for the global market as well. According to 

Kayssi , graduates will be particularly valuable to future 
::EJZEI~~~:;; . i ::E) ::. ~ ~ i ::1 ES employers because of the international experience that 

1:2! ~ ~ '-"! CITPER's links with universities and companies outside of 
on will give them. The initial, and so far strongest 

link, was established when Professor Zaher Dawy, who is 

now at AUB's ECE Department, worked with Professor 

Joachim Hagenauer when he was a PhD student at 

Technische Universitat Munchen (TUM), 2000-04. Dawy 

now plays a pivotal role in the project at AUB, which is 

led by Professor Hagenauer. Project members have also 

started discussing exchange opportunities and project 

activities with a number of other European universities, 

including KTH (Kungliga Tekniska hogskolan) in Sweden, 

UPC (Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya) in Spain, and 

TU (Technische Universiteit) Delft in the Netherlands. 

Student exchanges have already taken place: two 

AUB ECE master's students, Ali Ghandour and joseph 

Constantine, spent the spring 2006 semester at TUM, 

while johanna Weindl from TUM spent a semester at AUB. 

Constantine is currently at the High Frequency Institute 

in Germany conducting research on antenna modeling 

in Multiple-Input Multiple-Output (MIMO) channels 

and taking courses from professors who are renowned in 

the lCT field such as Professor Max Costa and Professor 

Peter Russer. Constantine commented that it "is quite a 

rewarding experience scientifically and research-wise, and 

it also opens the horizon for future plans." He noted that 

CITPER is the first program of its type in the Arab world 

and that it "will attract excellent students from many Arab 

countries to Lebanon instead of Europe." 

CITPER is also building strong ties with industry to 

promote applied research and to increase opportunities 

for students and faculty members to work with colleagues 
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in industry Faculty members affiliated with the program 

have already started discussions with companies such 

as Siemens, Ericsson, Nokia, IBM, and Microsoft. Such 

ties could lead to both internships and employment 

opportunities for AUB students in the future . 

The program is rigorous: students have to take 

a demanding and diverse series of courses that range 

from Corporate Information Technology to Wireless 

Communications. The curriculum includes a business 

requirement that was prompted by Siemens's involvement 

in the program. Siemens's products are geared towards 

meeting the needs of industrial and infrastructure 

companies that use ICT, so the company has a good deal 

of ICT know-how. According to Kayssi, Siemens plays 

an important role in CITPER because it is "bringing 

its expertise and an industrial viewpoint . .. it identified 

the business requirement as an important aspect of the 

program. " Since the three other partners in the program 

are universities, it is up to Siemens to provide input from 

the world of industry. 

"We want students to be exposed to an industrial 

environment so they have to complete an internship as 

well," Kayssi said. "The students will definitely be in 

demand," he added , referring to the industrial experience 

and exposure to Europe they will have earned by the 

time they graduate. Kayssi recounted the early days of the 

internet in Lebanon, when most of the companies that 

started internet-related businesses were staffed by CCE 

(Computer and Communications Engineering) graduates. 

"We expect similar things to happen for [ICT] graduate 

students," he said. 

Another one of CITPER's objectives is to help 

start a doctoral program at AUB. The PhD program is 

being developed in parallel with the master's program, 

and is set to launch in 2007. According to Artail, the 

implementation of a PhD program will help "attract good 

students and funding to the program, because right now 

ICT is very popular. It's a trend that's really taken off. " 

Whether or not this curriculum can be as easily 

implemented at other universities in the Middle East, 

however, remains uncertain. While one of the objectives 

of CITPER is to provide a curriculum that would serve 

as a model for universities in Lebanon and the region, 

Kayssi noted, "In Lebanon, this would not be easy because 

it really requires human resources and links with other 

universities. However, he added, other universities in 

jordan, Egypt, and possibly Syria may eventually be able 

to adopt the model curriculum, although "it may take a 

year or two for them to study it, and they may need to 

adapt it to their environment and needs." 

In terms of publicizing the program, Artail 

commented that they are in the process of advertising the 

fact that the program itself was designed for the region: 

"We will show all the data and the analysis we have done, 

since we have looked at university programs, the needs of 

the industry, and we visited many trade fairs. " Artail even 

suggested the possibility of creating a local or regional ICT 

consortium to "keep up with technologies and to enable 

us to collaborate with each other. .. This could hopefully 

revitalize the total industry in the region. " 

Constantine is optimistic about the outcome of the 

ICT program. He thinks it will be "very beneficial for 

Lebanon and the whole region, and will help with the 

education and development of its students ... [in turn] this 

will help improve the level of professionalism 

in the region." 



In Our History 

Negotiating 

Leading an aspiring people to independence: President Howard S. Bliss Addresses the 
1919 Paris Peace Conference on Behalf of Syria and Lebanon 

''In Our Histmy" is part qf an ongoing series that celebrates AUB's I 40th anniversary. 
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In Our History 
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On February 6, 1919, AUB President Howard S. Bliss spoke before the Council of Ten at the Paris 
Peace Conference. Leaders from 32 states representing three-fourths of the world's population 
attended the conference, which would result in the treaties that ended World War I. Key diplomatic 
figures at the negotiations, which took place at locations in and around Paris, included French Prime, 
Minister Georges Clemenceau, British Prime Minister David Lloyd George, Italian Prime Minister 
Vittorio Orlando, and US President Woodrow Wilson. After being welcomed by Prime Minister 
Clemenceau, Dr. H oward Bliss addressed the council and made a statement on behalf of Syria 
excerpted below. 

Syria: Statement by Dr. HowardS. Bliss to the Versailles Peace Conference, 1919 

Mr. President, Gentlemen, I shall not detain you long. My 

deep interest in the people of Syria, irrespective of race, 

creed or condition, bred from a long residence among 

them-in fact I was born on Mt. Lebanon-is my only 

excuse for detaining you at all. 

My plea before this body on behalf of the people 

of Syria is this: that an Inter-Allied or a Neutral 

Commission, or a Mixed Commission, be sent to 

Syria-including the Lebanon-to express in a perfectly 

untrammeled way their political wishes and aspirations, 

viz: as to what form of government they desire and as to 

what Power; if any, should be their Mandatory Protecting 

Power. 

My plan is based upon the ground that the 

12th point of President Wilson:S 14 points and the 

declarations made by France and Great Britain in 

November; 1918, have committed the Allies and the 

United States to the granting of such an opportunity 

of self-expression to the people freed from the Turkish 

yoke to so express themselves: 

The aim which France and Great Britain have in 

view in waging in the East the war let loose upon the 

world by German ambition is to ensure the complete and 

final emancipation of all those peoples so long oppressed 

by Turks, and to establish national governments and 

administration which shall derive their authority from 

the initiative and free will of the peoples themselves. To 

realize this France and Great Britain are in agreement 

to encourage and assist the establishment of national 

governments in Syria and Mesopotamia, now liberated by 
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the Allies, as also in those territories for whose liberation 

they are striving and to recognize those governments 

immediately they are effectively established. Far from 

wishing to impose on the peoples of these regions this or 

that institution, they have no other care than to assure, 

by their support and practical aid, the normal working 

of such governments and administrations as the peoples 

shall themselves have adopted: to guarantee impartial 

and even justice for all, to facilitate the economic 

development of the country by arousing and encouraging 

local initiative, to foster the spread of education, to 

put an end to those factions too long exploited by 

Turkish policy-such is the part which the two Allied 

Governments have set themselves to play in liberated 

territories. 

I maintain that such an opportunity of self-expression 

has not as yet been given. Up to the Lime I left Beirut, 

viz: jan. 9, 1919, the stringency of the censorship of 

the Press and of the Post Office, the difficulty of holding 

public or private meetings for the discussion of political 

problems and the great obstacles in traveling, had made 

it practically impossible for the people, suffering from 

centuries of intimidation, and now timid to a degree, 

to express their opinion, with any sort of freedom . It 

is true that a Lebanese delegation has succeeded in 

reaching Paris and is here today. I know these gentlemen, 

several of whom are my pupils, but there are many 

other groups from the Lebanon, who would have gladly 

been here to speak for themselves and others had they 

been as fortunate as this group in being able to organize 



themselves and to find the means of traveling hither. 

The point is this: Up to january 9th (the date of 

my leaving) no notice of any arrangments had been 

published anywhere in Syria, so Jar as I know, looking 

to anything like a general poll of the people of Syria 

(always including the Lebanon) or even anything like 

an attempt had been made to secure a widespread 

knowledge of public sentiment. I did hear more or less 

of a list of names that was being made up attached to 

various petitions in Javor of this or that program, but 

although in a position to hear of any official or thorough 

or systematic general plan to ascertain the wishes of the 

people, no such report came to my knowledge. Many 

interested citizens of Beirut and the Lebanon were never 

approached for the purpose of ascertaining their political 

desires. 

I therefore plead that the above mentioned 

Commission should be sent out as soon as possible by the 

Peace Conference with ample powers given to them and 

of course with the whole-hearted support granted to them 

by the French and British authorities now in Syria. The 

ascertaining of the desires of the people should proceed 

either without the presence of any foreign Power (and this 

is impracticable) or in the presence of both French and 

British authorities under whom Syria has been living for 

the past Jour months. 

The people are easily frightened and intimidated 

even where there is nothing to fear from any source; 

hence these precautions. The advantage of knowing 

what the people wish would be a boon to the power 

eventually becoming the Mandatory Power as well as 

to the people of Syria. One word as to the work of the 

Commission. Their task will not be an easy one. They 

must approach it, in my opinion, in the spirit of large 

sympathy, infinite patience, frankness and good-will. 

\ 
\ 

In the hands of fair and open-minded men, resourceful, 

shrewd and generous-men who can make clear their 

honest purpose to a timid but intelligent people-very 

valuable results can be secured. The result of this enquiry 

will be, I am convinced, the discovery of the desire for the 

erection of a state or states looking eventually to complete 

independence but at present seeking the guardianship of a 

Mandatory Power. 

Both the state or states and the Mandat01y Power 

should be under the control of the League of Nations. 

Unless in this state or states there should be an absolute 

separation between religion and the state, most serious 

results must inevitably arise. The Government on the one 

hand, religion on the other, can best pursue their majestic 

tasks apart. Surely Oriental if not general history is 

making that abundantly clew: 

One word more. Unless the Mandatory Power 

working under the League of Nations approaches its great 

task in the spirit of lofty service, her splendid opportunity 

to lead an aspiring people to independence will be forever 

lost. But once let the same superb spirit sustain her and 

the League of Nations as has animated the Allies and the 

United States in working together for the establishment 

of freedom of the world, the task though difficult will be 

accomplished. 
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Ricardo Karam (BS '91) 

IJI MainGate Spr1ng 2007 

If you ask Ricardo Karam (BS '91) 

for the secret of his success, he will 

tell you that he pursued his passion . 

In fact , Karam's current fame as a 

leading TV personality in Lebanon 

has its roots in his childhood. "I was 

always passionate about music," he 

says, recalling how he had his own 

music radio program when he was 

still a teenager. Nevertheless, it was 

only after earning two degrees in 

chemistry, one from AUB and one in 

chemical engineering from the Ecole 

an enormous impact on him. Recalling 

that he had to complete most of his 

undergraduate studies at AUB's Off 

Campus Program due to the war, 

Ricardo has fond memories of the 

three semesters he spent on the main 

campus. "I discovered the 'other,"' 

he said, referring to Lebanese from a 

different religious background. "Having 

lived in a segregated community, I 

grew up with some prejudices which, 

as my experience at AUB showed 

me, were completely unfounded. This 
Nationale Superieure des Industries experience gave me a whole new 
Agro-Aiimentaires in Montpellier, and perspective on life, and challenged 
an MBA from the Lebanese-American 

University that Ricardo decided to 

make his passion his career. 

While his studies at school did 

not have any direct connection to his 

chosen career, Ricardo says that the 

few semesters he spent at AUB had 

me to not make assumptions about 

other people. I think it sparked my 

desire to get to know people, which 

led to my interest in interviewing." 

Throughout his years of study, 

Ricardo stayed connected to the 

world of media and eventually 



Beyond Bliss Street 

got his first professional job as a 

radio broadcaster on then-popular 

Lebanese radio station Magic 1 02. 

This led to opportunities in television , 

and in 1995 he started working for 

one of the leading local stations in 

Lebanon, MurrTV, producing "Souar," 

a program highlighting the lifestyles 

of famous Lebanese personalities. In 

1996, Ricardo began to host Maraya, 

a show that ran for four years on MTV, 

and featured a number of international 

luminaries including Empress Farah 

Diba, King Simeon of Bulgaria, Prince 

Albert of Monaco, Luciano Pavarotti, 

Jose Carrerras, Danielle Mitterrand, 

Boutros Ghali, Adnan Kashoggi, Mona 

El Solh, Carlos Ghosn, Gabriel 

Yared, and Jehane Sadate. 

From 1992 to 1995, Karam's 

show "Focus" was lanched on 

Tele-Liban. In 2003, Ricardo 

became both the host and the 

executive producer of Wara' AI 

Woujouh (Behind the Faces), 

a 50-minute face-to-face 

interview program with leading 

pan-Arab and international 

figures. The show took a 

"behind the scenes" look at such 

famous figures as the Dalai Lama, 

Paolo Coelho, Yvo Pitanguy, Giorgio 

Armani, Andre Agassi , Philip Starck, 

Celine Dion, Charles Aznavour, Omar 

Sharif, Nicolas Hayek, Tom Barrack, 

Nazek Hariri, and Amin Maalouf. 

When asked about the dozens 

of high-profile interviews he has 

conducted, Karam speaks with real 

fondness for his guests. "I leave each 

interview with tears in my eyes because 

I know that such moments cannot 

be relived," he said. He remembers 

a l u m n 

so powerfully transformative that 

Karam says he came away from the 

interview "a brand new person"; the 

French singer Charles Aznavour, who 

helped Ricardo see that success is 

enhanced by personal will power; 

the Swiss-Lebanese Nicolas Hayek, 

who revived the Swiss watch industry 

and helped Ricardo to see that "our 

biggest opponent is ourselves"; and 

finally, the Lebanese-French writer 

Amin Maalouf, who helped Ricardo 

realize that the road to freedom is not 

determined by a person's roots as 

much as by the road they choose. 

Ricardo currently keeps busy 

with his own Beirut-based production 

Karam with the Dalai Lama 

and marketing company, RK 

Productions. He has also written 

two books . The first, Recontres 

Privi!I!Jgif!Jes (Privileged Encounters), 

was published in 2000, and is a 

compilation of his best interviews on 

Maraya. His second book, Le Paris 

Libanais (The Lebanese Paris), was 

published in 2005, and explores the 

Lebanese community in Paris from 

the beginning of the civil war in 1975 

to the present day. This large volume 

of some 600 pages including many 

photographs depicts the energy, 

profile 

succeed against all odds. In addition, 

Ricardo has two new books in the 

works. 

Ricardo recently founded "The 

Olive Branch Awards" to encourage, 

promote, and reward excellence 

in the Arab World. A lover of the 

arts, Ricardo surrounds himself with 

beauty. His exquisitely decorated 

Gemmayze apartment reflects both 

his perfectionism and his love of 

art. As in his professional life, there 

is a perfect balance of paintings, art 

pieces, and books that express his 

passions and reflect his soul. "I love 

paintings," Ricardo says, noting that 

he buys a lot of paintings and books. 

He generally reads several books 

at once-usually a mixture of 

novels , political non-fiction, 

literature, and philosophy. "I buy 

from airports and bookstores 

alike," he said. "Some are for 

my professional advancement, 

others for my own personal 

fulfillment." 

Karam's discipline, 

perseverance, hard work, and 

organizational skills are most 

certainly at the root of his professional 

success. They have also been 

important to his personal development. 

He says that he learned to limit his 

social engagements so he could keep 

up with his love of reading and music. 

Every day, he goes for a run and plays 

tennis, activities that give him "peace 

of mind" and help him to maintain 

balance-even when his passions 

threaten to carry him away. 

Ricardo modestly waves off taking 

all the credit for his success. "Destiny 

plays a major role in your life," he 

four interviewees in particular: the faith, and creativity of the Lebanese says, "Every person I worked 

Dalai Lama, whose compassion was expatriate population and their will to with helped me a lot." (i) 
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On Past Presidents 
and Football Stratagems 
Or. Yusuf Shibl, a senior AUB lecturer in finance, recently published Memories of Half a Century at AUB (Dar AI-Arabiyya 
Lii-Oioum: 2006), which includes detailed descriptions of many activities that took place at AUB during the last fifty years. 
Shibl reintroduces many of the professors, staff, and politically active students he encountered, and takes the reader on a 
tour of AUB's neighborhood as it once was. Extracts follow. 

I Editors' note: Dr. Yusuf Shibl passed away on April16. 2007. Dne of the last things he did before he passed away was to work with MainGate on this 
piece. We've included these excerpts as a tribute to his work. 

I have spent more than half a century 

on the AUB campus. I was a student 

in the Department of Economics for 

a time and a teacher in the School 

of Business for a longer time. When 

I joined AUB as a freshman in 1951, 

Stephen Penrose was president. He 

was an unequalled scientist and a 

forceful speaker with a very strong 

personality. Samuel Edgecombe, the 

first dean of the Faculty of Agricultural 

and Food Sciences, was also at AUB 

then . It was during his term that the 

university farm in the Beqa'a Valley 

was established. He actually died 

at the farm in February 1959, three 

years after the first FAFS class of 22 

students graduated. The second 

class to graduate included Nuhad 

Daghir, who only just retired as dean. 

Another person I remember from 

those years was Dean of Engineering 

Ken Weidner-a man with a strong 

personality and vision of the future. He 

maintained a close relationship with his 

students and led the engineering team 

in its yearly confrontation in football 

with Arts and Sciences. In 1961, 
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a failed fourth-year student stabbed 

Dean Weidner in the back with a knife 

because he refused to pass him. 

At that time, all students met in 

Assembly Hall (it was called the Chapel 

then), three times a week at 9:30 am 

to listen to hymns accompanied by 

Salvador Arnita at the organ. Every ten 

days or so, President Penrose would 

deliver a speech on an academic, 

social, or humanitarian topic. Penrose 

died in his prime at the age of 53 

at Marquand House in 1954. The 

entire campus grieved. Thousands of 

students gathered at Assembly Hall 

and insisted on carrying his coffin to the 

end of Bliss Street where an ambulance 

was waiting. The coffin was taken to 

the Anglo-American Cemetery escorted 

by many cars. It was one of the largest 

funerals ever seen in Ras Beirut. 

Subsequently, Dr. Constantin 

Zurayk was named vice president. I 

was among the graduates in 1 955 who 

received my diploma from him. At the 

time the University included the Facul

ties of Medicine, Pharmacy (it closed 

in 1 965), Engineering, Agriculture, Arts 

and Sciences, and Business. It also 

included a number of distinguished 

Arab and American faculty members 

in all specialties. There were 3,500 

students from Syria, Jordan, Palestine, 

Iraq, Lebanon, and the Gulf in addition 

to students from Africa who were finan

cially supported by the Point Four Pro

gram, a US government program that 

provided aid to developing countries. 

Memories of students 
I have memories of so many students. 

Probably the most famous student at 

AUB in the early to mid- 1 950s was 

Abdelazim Quaraman. Abdelazim , 

nicknamed Azzoum, graduated 

from AUB in 1955 with a BA in 

political science. He should have 

graduated in 1 950, but during his 

"daring" career he shifted between 

all the various specialties at AUB. He 

arrived for graduation in an open-top 

car, standing to greet the students 

who had gathered for the ceremony. 

When his name was called, everyone 

stood up and applauded. After the 

ceremony, a huge group of students 
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walked with him to Faysal 's Restaurant 

where owner Farid Faysal prepared a 

special dish called the "Azzoum Split." 

The next day Azzoum received a 

telegram from the Jordanian Minister 

of Economy Hamad EI-Farhan, who 

had been his classmate. It said: "We 

were surprised and stunned to hear 

news of your success. Please confirm 

by asking Registrar Farid Fuleihan. " 

Ironically, Abdul Aziz went on to have 

a very successful career. He worked 

as a public relations official for the US 

cochair of AUB 's Board of Trustees 

and one of the most renowned 

businessmen in the United States. 

Cultural and Sports Activities 
Between 1951 and 1955, cultural 

and sports activities were at a zenith 

at AUB. There were several cultural 

associations that were active on 

campus including AI-Urwa ai-Wuthqa 

and the Civic Welfare League (CWL). 

AI-Urwa ai-Wuthqa was founded in 

1918 and was a focus for cultural 

Air Force in Dhahran. and political activity. The association 
We also had a bright student sponsored some wonderful cultural 

named Riyad Rida Irani , who graduated events on campus. I remember 
when he was only 19. He later became performances by Halim AI-Roumi and 
a distinguished chemical scientist and Wadeeh El Safi, also one by Fairuz, 
was eventually named president of and the Rahbani Brothers. Also, the 
the Occidental Company. He is now dean of Arab literature, Taha Hussein, 

visited campus as did Egyptian novelist 

Mahmoud Taymour, who gave a lecture 

in West Hall in 1954. 

Students staged a large 

demonstration in March 1 954 to 

protest the Baghdad Pact. Security 

forces quelled the demonstration 

harshly: Hassan Abou Ismail was killed 

and Mustafa Nasrallah was seriously 

injured. As a result, the university 

administration ordered AI-Urwa ai

Wuthqa Association disbanded. Some 

students were expelled, and others 

received a warning. 

Sports activity was intense on 

campus. Among the most exciting 

events to take place each year was 

the traditional football match between 

Arts and Sciences and Engineering. 

Preparations began on campus with 

attacks and counter attacks by students 

from both faculties using water balloons 

and anything they could lay their hands 

on as ammunition. Ambushes continued 

right up until the two teams descended 

to the Green Field where supporters 

converged in large demonstrations with 

drums and clarions. Supporters of the 

winning team celebrated all night and 

supporters of the losers went to bed 

early and dreamed of revenge next year. 

These are just some of Dr. Shibl's 

wonderful-and some of his earliest

memories of his 50 years at AUB. 
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Mona Asfour Saba and 

Robert Bahij Saba 
Mona Asfour Saba (BA '53) 

and Robert Bahij Saba (BA 

'52 , BSCE '53) live in Allison 

Park, a suburb of Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, where Mona 

volunteers at the local hos

pital and at Christ Episcopal 

Church. Robert Bahij, who 

also earned an MS in civil 

engineering from MIT in 

1961 , is retired but still 

actively involved in technol

ogy transfer as a consultant 

to Firstlink, a Department of 

Defense National Center of 

Excellence for first respond

ers, at the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

Mona writes: "I was 

so glad to visit Beirut this 

past October and share a 

few weeks of comfort and 

joy with family and friends . 

I thoroughly enjoyed walk

ing through the AUB cam

pus and marveling at all the 

growth and improvements. 

The museum in particu

lar was fabulous. Then, of 

course, I visited the AUB 

Chapel (Assembly Hall) 

where my husband and I 

were married in 1954. The 

number of students milling 

around in front of the gates 

and all over the campus was 

such an uplifting sight. Thank 

you AUB for being there for 

all of us: "We'll Salute Thee 

Alma Mater. Hail! 0 Hail! 

To Thee!" We hope our five 
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grandchildren will be able to 

visit some day! 

Munir Nassar 

(MD '59) and his family are 

happy to announce that they 

are the proud grandparents of 

Isabel (born to their son Ramzi 

and his wife Shawna) and 

Dylan (born to their daughter 

Rania and her husband Josh). 

Munir can be reached at 

mnassar1 @rochester.rr.com. 
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Zubeida Barmania 
(MA '67) has had a long 

and successful career as a 

legal and civic advocate in 

corporate and governmental 

affairs in North America and 

Africa. She is a barrister-at

law in England and a barris

ter and solicitor in Canada. 

She returned to her native 

country South Africa in 

1993 to work with the ANC 

government. She writes, 

"I am currently in South 

Africa. I receive copies of 

MainGate from time to time 

and remain in contact with 

fel low alumni: Najwa Khouri , 

Usama Mugharbil, Amal 

Shammaa, Munir Shamma, 

Rashid Khalifa, and Adnan 

Bakhiet. I was in Beirut and 

Jordan last April for a reun

ion and met up with some of 

these friends there. I hope 

to attend my Class of '67 

Reunion. It is wonderful to 

go back in time and recall 

my student days in Beirut. 

They were my best!! I was 

vice president of the gradu

ate residence Bustani Hall ... " 

Zubeida can be reached at 

zbarmani@mweb.co.za. 

Bonnie Hasler 
Thomas Hasler writes: 

Bonnie Hasler (MA, Middle 

East Studies, '68) and I met 

at the Middle East Studies 

Seminar organized by 

Professor Joseph Malone. I 

was an editor at The Daily 

Star on a journalism intern

ship from the University of 

Michigan trying to under

stand something about the 

Middle East. We got married 

in Beirut the day after Bonnie 

defended her thesis on the 

Kurds. Returning to the US, 

I found a job as a journalist 

at the Baltimore Sun and 

Bonnie went into the human 

services field, first with the 

State of Maryland, then as 

a consultant in Washington . 

She was diagnosed with 

ovarian cancer in 1991, but 

before her demise in 1995 

she worked on a challenging 

USAID contract that estab

lished the first senior center 

in Moscow shortly after the 

fall of communism. I subse

quently lett the Sun and was 

involved in several IT ven

tures in the business intel

ligence area. More recently 

I've been an independent 

investor and film producer. 

I reconnected with AUB 

after the Israeli attack on 

Lebanon. I can be reached 

at thasler@ix.netcom.com. 
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Ara Tekian 
(BS '75, MS '79, PhD '81) 

was the keynote speaker at 

the 4th Asia Pacific Medical 

Education Conference in 

Singapore February 8-

11 , 2007 where he deliv

ered a paper, "Innovative 

Simulations to Assess 

Professional Competence." 

He was also asked to speak 

at the Headquarters Office of 

the World Health Organization 

in Geneva, Switzerland on 

February 23 on the chal

lenges and opportunities of 

medical education in the 21st 

century. 

On a personal note, 

Drs. Tekian and Haroutune 

Armenian (BS '64, MD '68, 

president of the American 

University of Armenia), 

climbed 17,044-foot Mount 

Ararat with four other peo

ple on August 27, 2006. It 

was one of the most chal

lenging experiences of their 

lives. 
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Raja G. Khouri 
(BA '81) was appointed com

missioner of the Ontario 

Human Rights Commission 

(OHRC) after completing a 

one-year appointment at the 

Hate Crimes Community 

Working Group. Raja was 

national president of the 

Canadian Arab Federation 

(2002-04) and a strong advo

cate for community rights 
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I also recall his fondness for to Peace Building and year old son. Her email is 

and civil liberties. In 2001, he 

directed a landmark national 

study of the Canadian Arab 

community and authored the 

book Arabs in Canada: Post 

9111. Raja is an organiza

tional and community devel

opment consultant and a reg

ular commentator in Canada. 

He is currently writing a book 

on Palestinian contemporary 

artists. Raja can be reached 

at khouri@canada.com. 

Ibrahim Waheed 

AUB and its history-some

thing that has instil led the 

same quality in me." 

Leila Sami Alameddine 
(BA '85, MMB '88) has been 

appointed managing direc

tor and head of the new 

European Private Banking 

Division at Europe Arab 

Bank (EAB) in London. She 

joins EAB from JP Morgan 

where she was vice presi

dent of Sales, Global 

Corporate Trust Department 

responsible for new business 

development and the sales 

and marketing strategy for 

Western Europe, the Nordic 

region, and the Middle East. 

Leila is also a member of 

EAB's Executive Committee. 

She can be contacted at 
(BA '83), writes: "I am living Alamleila@hotmail.com. 

in the Maldives, still fresh 

out of AUB after my 1983 1 9 9 0 s 
graduation. I want to thank 

the AUB community and the 

people of Lebanon for hav

ing given me life in more 

than abundance right in the 

middle of a raging civil war!" 

Ibrahim particu larly wants 

to thank AUB's honorary 

university marshal Nabeel 

Ashkar for his encourage

ment. "I recall with great 

fondness his suddenly call

ing me 'Grand Maestro' 

when I was trying to play 

some jazz bass as per the 

score (!) and then decided to 

peel off from the rest of the 

gang and improvise instead. 

Zaher Soubra 
(BE '93) lives in Beirut and 

works in Siemens's region

al office, which serves the 

Middle East and North 

Africa, as a director for net

work consulting. Siemens is 

a multinational telecommuni

cations company. 

Amallbrahim Khoury 
(BA '96, MA '99) has received 

a PhD in international rela

t ions from The American 

University in Washington, 

DC. Her 400-page the

sis, "Castles in the Sand? 

An Integrative Approach 

Development to Repatriate 

Lebanon's Internally 

Displaced," explores the 

theoretical link between 

peace building and devel

opment to facilitate recon

ciliation in deeply divided 

societies. She concludes 

that various efforts to return 

internally-displaced persons 

failed not only for political 

and economic reasons, but 

also because they did not 

emphasize the social, cul 

tural, and human facets of 

the return process. 

Lama Zeinoun Tabet 
(BBA '96) worked for many 

years teaching accounting, 

marketing, and business 

studies at schools offer

ing the American system of 

education. Lama has also 

worked as an administra

tor and career counselor. 

She recently moved to the 

business sector and is now 

an administrative officer at 

Lahoud Engineering. She 

is also a member of the 

Chabibeh Sports Club, a 

basketball club in Chiah. The 

team placed second this year 

in the Lebanese Basketball 

Championship for the fourth 

division, and was promoted 

to the third division. Lama is 

involved in the club's social 

committee that is creating 

a free career counseling 

center in the region. Lama 

is married and has a seven-

lamatabet@hotmail.com. 

Rana Mougharbel 
(BA '97, MA '99) start

ed her professional career 

at HSBC in Beirut work

ing in the Corporate Credit 

Department before moving 

to the Gulf Bank in Kuwait 

and then to Banque Audi 

in Beirut. Rana emigrated 

to Canada in 2004 where 

she completed her MBA 

from HEC Montreal (2005). 

She currently lives in Toronto 

1 

and wo,ks as the b"s;oess 

process officer in the Private 

Investment Counsel Division 

of TD Waterhouse where 

she provides advice, busi

ness expertise, and recom

mendations on operational 

and business processes 

related to the discretion

ary money management 

of high net-worth clients. 

She can be reached at 

ranamoug harbel@hotmail. 

com. 

Maha Tannir 
(BA '97) and her husband 

Ibrahim Hout have been 

I 
blessed with the arrival of a 

new baby girl named Tatiana. 
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The happy couple has three 

other children: lssam (6 

years), Celine (4 years), and 

Stephanie (2 years). Maha 

still works at BankMed in the 

Human Resources Division. 

Her husband Ibrahim is an 

architect with his own con

struction and contracting 

business. 

Karine Ataya 
(BA '98) reports that after 

graduation she moved to 

Australia. Karine earned her 

master's degree in informa

tion systems in 2002 with 

high honors. In 2004, she 

went to work at the University 

of New South Wales as an 

alumni and event manag

er. She recently moved to 

Dubai where she is a man-

Ma1nGate Spr1ng 2007 
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ager of education services 

for the Victorian Government 

Business Office which covers 

the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) and the Middle East. 

Karine would love to hear 

from old classmates and AUB 

alumni. Her e-mail is karine. 

ataya@invest. vic. gov. au. 

Dima Zreik 

(BBA '98, MBA '05) is a sen

ior consultant with KPMG. 

She consults on public 

infrastructure finance and 

can be reached at dima_ 

zreik@yahoo.com. 

Marianne Hatzopoulou 

(BS '99, MS '02) is a third

year PhD candidate in the 

Civil Engineering Department 

at the University of Toronto. 

Her focus is transport and 

the environment and how to 

promote sustainable trans

portation plans in Canadian 

urban areas. She is currently 

working towards the devel

opment of decision-support 

tools/models that assist poli

cymakers in the appraisal of 

strategic land-use and trans

portation plans. Marianne 

can be reached at marianne. 

kazopoulo@utoronto.ca. 

2000s 

lhab Hassan 
(BS '00, MD '04) performed 

a benefit piano recital 

in Iowa City on October 

18, 2006 for the UNICEF 

Lebanon Chi ldren's Fund. 

Approximately 150 of lhab's 

friends , col leagues, and 

Iowa City residents attend

ed the concert. Contact 

lori-strommer@uiowa.edu to 

order a CD or DVD of the 

event. 

Nadim lssa 
(BA '00) earned his mas

ter's in international rela

tions from Hawaii University. 

After one year at Zawya 

Dow Jones, Nadim was 

promoted to assistant 

news editor. He recently 

published his first article in 

the European edition of the 

Wall Street Journal. Nadim 

also writes for the Leb<mon

based Executive Magazine 

and Jordan Business. In 

May 2006, he won first prize 

in a contest sponsored by 



Annahar Newspaper and lqra Recently honored 
Association for a children's 

book he wrote to be pub-
lished in 2007. Nadim and his Nicolas Hayek, former AUB 

wife, who were married three student, receives The Econ-

days after the start of the July omist 's Innovation Award 

2006 war, live in Bchemoun. 

He can be reached at 

nadimissa2003@yahoo.com. 

Zeina Muhieddine 

Ghalayini 

(BBA '02, MBA '06) has 

moved to Kuwait with her 

husband and is working at 

the National Bank of Kuwait 

as a marketing researcher. 

Hassan Osman 

(BE '02) is an information 

security adviser with Ernst 

& Young LLP's Security & 

Technology Solutions where 

he helps Fortune 500 clients 

assess, evaluate, and imple-

Lebanon-born Nicolas G. 

Hayek, the cofounder and 

chairman of the Swatch 

Group, was recently chosen 

to receive The Economist's 

Innovation Award , which 

recognizes individuals "who 

dream up new ideas and turn 

them into reality." Hayek, 74, 

who graduated in 1945 from 

AUB's preparatory college 

(which later became Inter

national College or IC), was 

chosen to receive one of 

the awards that are present

ed each year in six fields: 

bioscience, computing and 

ment solutions to protect their communicat ions , energy 

information. After earning his and environment , social 

degree in civil engineering 

from AUB, Hassan went on 

to get an MS in information 

and economic innovation , 

consumer products, and a 

flexible "no boundaries" cat-

security policy and manage- egory. Hayek is cred ited 

ment from Carnegie Mel lon 

University. He lives with his 

wife Maisaa in Dearborn, 

Michigan and can be reached 

at hassan@securingyourinfo. 

com. 

Celine El Khoury 

El Bourgi 

(BBA '05) has moved around 

quite a bit in the last few 

years. She is now working as 

a trader at Capital Markets in 

Beirut. Her email address is 

celine_bourgi@hotmail.com. 

with saving the Swiss watch 

industry from collapse in the 

1980s when it was facing 

fierce competition from low

cost Japanese products . 

He received the award for 

the consumer products cat

egory at a ceremony in Lon

don on November 9, 2006. 
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Nome ____________________ _ 
Closs year/Faculty---------------------

Preferred moiling address ___________ _ City, State, Zip ____________ _ Country _______ _ 

Daytime telephone ________________ _ Email ________________________ _ 

Nome of guest(s) ______________ _ Closs year/Degree _________________ (if AUB graduate) 

Yes, I would like to participate in my class reunion. 
I wi ll be able to attend the following activities (check the appropriate box). 

Registration is free unless noted otherwise. 

Friday, July 6, 2007 

0 6:00 pm Reunion Launching Ceremony 
Address by President John Waterbury followed 
by a prominent alumni speaker 
number attending _________ _ 

0 7:00 pm Class Picture 

0 8:30 pm A Taste of Lebanon Night 
A festival on the Green Oval featuring a variety of 
Lebanese performance arts and delicious Lebanese 
cuisine . This evening we will welcome our newest 
AUB alumni-the class of 2007. 

(US $1 0 per adult and US $5 per child under 1 2 yrs) 

number attend ing _________ _ 

Saturday, July 7, 2007 

0 9:30- 10:30 am Old Days Breakfast 
Just like in the good old days, meet with your classmates for a 
mankoushe and a cup of teo before you proceed together to 
your meeting with the dean of your faculty. 
number attending _________ _ 

0 11 :00 am Faculty Seminar 
Hear from your dean and from on alumnus about a major 
achievement in your profession . 
number attending _________ _ 

0 9:00 pm Reunion Gala Dinner 
Enjoy good music and the company of your friends . Price in
cludes dinner, drinks, and a live musical performance. A portion 
of the Reunion Gala Dinner ticket will be counted as a donation 
toward the Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation Challenge Grant 
which, if fulfilled, will provide financial aid support essential to 
sustaining the scholarships and graduate assistantships offered 
to a growing number of students. All gala attendees will appear 
in the donor list. 

IUS $85 per adult) 
number attending _________ _ 

Tax-deductible gih to the American University of Beirut (Closs Gih) $ _________ _ 

Golo Dinner $ _________ _ 

A Toste of Lebanon Night $ _________ _ 

Total amount enclosed $ _________ _ 

Form of Payment 
0 Check: Please make payable to American University of Beirut/Reunion 2007 

0 Credit cord: 0 Amex 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 Diners Club 

cord number __________ _ expiration date _________ _ 

name on cord---=---------- signature __________ _ 



a l umni h a pp en i ngs 

Abu Dhabi Chapter 

On March 6, the Abu Dhabi Chapter 

welcomed 500 guests to the Cultural 

Foundation for a performance of "AI 

Nasheed I'Hymne," a play by Gabriel 

Yameen and Randa AI Asmar. The 

evening was such a success that 

they plan to co-host a performance 

of another play, "Jirsa" by Rafik Ali 

Ahmad, with the Dubai Chapter in the 

near future. 

Alumni Club of Jordan 

President Waterbury and Mr. Faisal Mutawaa 
honoring Dr. Souheil Khammar on his 5Q1h anniversary 

"Comedy Night." Faisal Mutawa and 

President John Waterbury welcomed 

the guests and Trustee Ibrahim 

Dabdoub spoke on behalf of the Board 

of Trustees. The gala was held under 

the auspices of HE Prime Minister 

Sheikh Nasser Mohammad AI-Sabah. 

On December 12, around 300 AUB The chapter honored Kuwaiti-

alumni in Jordan attended a reception based alumni most of whom graduated 

to celebrate the opening of the more than 50 years ago. The following 

club 's new home and to show their honorees were presented with a book 

support . E-mail aub@nets.com.jo for of the Moore Collection prints signed 

information about the chapter. by President Waterbury: Mr. Abdullah 

Yousef AI-Ghanim '46; Dr. Nazem AI-

Kuwait Chapter 

Kuwait alumni held their most 

successful event ever on December 4 

when they gathered to celebrate AUB's 

14Qth anniversary. Nearly 800 alumni 

and friends crowded into the AI-Raya 

Ballroom in the Courtyard Marriott 

Hotel for the gala dinner that featured 

a performance by the Lebanese group 

Ghabra '46; Dr. Ali Atawneh '48; Dr. 

Ahmad AI-Khatib '52; Mr. Abdui-Aziz 

AI-Bahar '53; Mr. Charles Haddad 

'56; Mr. George Nasr '56; Mr. Mikhail 

Chahine '56; Dr. Souheil Khammar 

'56; Mr. Rashed AI-Rashed '57; Mr. 

Muhammad Khalid Kutmeh '57; and 

Dr. Abdulrahman AI-Awadhi '58. 

Congratulations to all the committee 

successful event, including Yasmeen 

Mahmoud, Zein Kabbara, and Maha 

Abbas. 

Nursing Chapter 

The Nursing Chapter supports efforts 

to strengthen the nursing profession 

by organizing and actively participating 

in professional activities both locally 

and nationally. For 40 years, chapter 

members worked tirelessly to establish 

an Order of Nurses in Lebanon. Having 

achieved this goal, their focus now is 

WHO representative Dr. Jawad Mahjour, 
awardee Nuhad Dumit, Minister of Health Dr. 
Mohamad Jawad Khalife, and Miss Ursula Rizk, 
President of the Order of Nurses' in Lebanon 

to stay involved and to contribute to 

the Order of Nurses. 

The chapter is proud to 

announce that Ursu la Rizk, chapter 

member and vice president, has been 

elected president of the Order of 

Alumni Engineering and 

Architecture Chapter 

Class of 2002 Honoring Reception 

The Engineering and Architecture Chapter hosted an event in May 2006 to 
honor HE Vice President of the Board of Ministers of Qatar and Minister of 
Power and Gas Abdallah AI-Attiyah. 
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On December 28, 2006 the AUB Development Office hosted a reception 
followed by a festive dinner honoring the class of 2002. This class estab
lished AUB's Fingerprints program, which encourages graduating students 
to give $25 to the Fingerprints Endowed Scholarship Fund to provide finan
cial aid to needy and qualified students. 



Nurses in Lebanon . Rizk, who has 

both a BSN degree from the School of 

Nursing and an MPH from AUB, has 

been involved in nursing in Lebanon 

for many years and is currently the 

director of the nursing program at 

Balamand University. 

On Nurses Day 2006, the Order 

of Nurses recognized Nuhad Yazbik 

Dumit, cl inical assistant professor at 

the AUB School of Nursing, with the 

award for Distinguished Nurse of the 

Year in Nursing Education for 2006 at 

a ceremony at the UNESCO Palace 

under the auspices of Minister of 

Health Mohamad Jawad Khal ife in the 

presence of the WHO representative 

Dr. Jawad Mahjour. Dareen Hajj 

Sleiman, RN, Coronary Care Unit 

at AUBMC, received the award for 

Distinguished Nurse of the Year in 

Nursing Pract ice for 2006. Sleiman 

graduated with a BSN degree from 

AUBin 1999. 

NORTH AMERICA 
Toronto Chapter: Mix and Mingle 

in Toronto 

About 50 alumni and friends gathered 

a l u m n 

Mix and mingle in Toronto 

Toronto on February 9 for the AUB 

Alumni Mix and Mingle. 

The Foundation Room 's chic 

Moroccan-inspired lounge was 

crowded with AU Bites and friends , 

mingling, chatting , and exchanging 

business cards. Toronto Chapter 

President Maha Zabaneh and Vice 

President Lina Badih were on hand 

to welcome the guests, most of 

whom live and work downtown . 

Although the place was packed , 

at the Foundation Room in downtown nobody seemed to mind . 

Upcoming 
Chapter 

Events 

Abu Dhabi Chapter 

Annual Ball: May 1 0, 2007 at the Abu 

Dhabi Intercontinental Hotel. 

For information contact: 

gisella_qayaleh@hotmail .com 

Dubai Chapter 

Annual Ball : May 17, 2007 at AI Bustan 

Rotana. For information contact: pidecor@ 

hotmail.com 

Beyond Bliss Street 
ha pp en i ngs 

New York Chapter 

The New York Metropolitan Chapter 

recently elected the following alumni 

to serve two-year terms (2007 -09): 

Amin Khalaf, PhD (president) ; Lina 

Moujabber, JD (vice president); 

Ghia Osseiran (secretary); Roland 

Abi -Nader (treasurer); Ruba Khoury 

(member at large); and Mahmoud 

Makki (member at large) . 

Montreal Chapter 

Seminar and Gala Dinner: May 12 at 

the LeWindsor Ballroom. For information 

contact: mona.ghazzaoui@abnamro.com 

Oman Chapter 
Gala Dinner: May 31, 2007. For information 

contact: roulharb@hotmail.com 

Paris Chapter 
A soiree to remember: May 10, 2007 
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WAAAUB ELECTION PROCESS UNDERWAY 

Worldwide Alumni Association of 
the American University of Beirut 

As you read this issue 

of MainGate, ballots for 

the first elections to 

the Worldwide Alumni 

Association of AUB 

(WAAAUB) are on their way 

to AUB alumni around the 

globe. 
Calls for 

nominations were sent to alumni and chapters in January 2007. 

The WAAAUB Nominating Committee met in March and again 

in April to finalize the list of alumni candidates for the WAAAUB 

Board of Directors, the WAAAUB Alumni Council , and the AUB 

Board of Trustees. 

The timeline going forward is as follows: 

May 15: deadline for mailing ballots 

June 9: deadline for return of ballots 

July 1: announcement of election results 

The Board of Directors and the Alumni Council (WAAAUB's 

two new governing bodies) are scheduled to meet in Beirut in 

October 2007. 

You will find complete details and additional information about 

WAAAUB in past on-line issues of MainGate and on the AUB web 

site at http://www.aub.edu.lb/development/waaaub_updates. html 

We will also continue to provide regular updates in future 

issues of MainGate on this historic undertaking, including full 

coverage of WAAAUB election results in the fall 2007 issue. 
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Beyond Bliss Street 
a l um n i ha p penings 

Alumni Publications 

Securing Your Information 
in an Insecure World 
What You Must Know About Hackers 
and Identity Thieves 
(BookSurge Publishing: 2006) 
by Hassan Osman (BEN '02) 

Securing Your 
Information in an 

Insecure World 
HASSAN OSMAN '--".,,._..,._,,.... 

rJ,.. 
Whit You Must Know 

~®" about Hocbn and 
Identity Title.,.. 

(J- ~ 
4 -~ .... 

Securing Your Information in an 
Insecure World teaches beginners 
how to protect their passwords, credit 
card numbers, and bank accounts in 
easy-to-fo llow steps. Written for the 
non-technical computer and internet 
user, the book explains security in 
simple English. Each chapter focuses 
on a different method that hackers 
and identity th ieves can use to steal 
sensitive data, and offers tips on what 
users can do to avoid becoming a 
target. You can learn more about the 
book on www.securingyourinfo.com 

Filming the Modern 
Middle East: Politics in the 
Cinemas of Hollywood and 
the Arab World 
(IB Taurus: 2006) 

by Lina Khatib 

Inspired by Edward Said's Orienta/ism 

and the concept of the "Orient" 
constructed by the "Occident" , 
Filming the Modern Middle East 
examines how contemporary cinema 
in the United States and the Arab 
world contribute to the global media 
preoccupation with the modern 
Middle East in their representations 
of the region's politics. 

The book covers films made 
in the United States, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Morocco, Lebanon, Syria, and 
Palestine during the last two decades 
of the twentieth century up to the 
present showing, their representa
tion of the major political issues in 
the Middle East, from the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, through the Gulf War, to 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Lina Khatib 

filming the modern 
middle east 

Not only does the book present 
an analysis of the differences 
among those films , it also addresses 
similarities in how political themes are 
selected "as well as in the cinematic 
language that gives them life." 

Lina Khatib (BA '98) is a lecturer 
in World Cinema at Royal Holloway, 
University of London. 

Number Theory from an 
Analytic Point of View 
(ISBN 9953-0-0282-7, 2003) 
by Badih N. Ghusayni 
(85 '78, MS '80) 

This book grew out of the author's 
interest in number theory, which 
began in 1980 when he wrote his 
master's thesis on Tauberian theorems 
and the prime number theorem at 
AUB. This interest has steadily grown 
as new results have been discovered 
using the Computer Algebra System 

Number Theory 
from 111n anal) tic point of,·le\\ 

Dr. 81dlh Ghusayni 

Maple and then proved mathematically, 
thus providing new and modern 
top ics for mathematical research. 
Each chapter provides exercises which 
range from the simple to the unsolved, 
resu lting in a volume appropriate for 
amateurs and professionals al ike. 

Badih is the founder and 
managing editor of the International 
Journal of Mathematics and Computer 
Science (http:/ /ijmcs. futureintech. net), 
a quarterly journal of original papers 
in mathematics and computer science 
written in English . Badih has also 
developed an on-line course, Complex 
Variables , that is available at http:// 
avicenna. ul.edu.lb. 
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A Chat with 

George Tomey 
George Tomey, AUB's first vice president emeritus, reflects on his many accomplishments, 

discusses his enduring fascination with medical engineering, and shares memories-both 
painful and uplifting-from his long tenure at AUB. 

When did you arrive at AUB? 

I really never left AUB because I gradu

ated in June 1962, left to work in 

government for one year, then came 

back as a part-timer to the Department 

of Physiology in 1963 and became a 

full -time employee in 1964. I was in 

Physiology until the late 1970s, when I 

moved to the hospital and established 

the Medical Engineering Department 

and became the assistant dean of 

medicine. In 1987, I was asked to 

become VP for administration and 

served in that position for 19 years. So 

I spent, all in all, 42 years at AUB. 

What was your first impression? 

At AUB, I was introduced to the field 

of biomedical engineering and I was 

fascinated by it. This was through 

a friend of mine; we were together 

in high school and then he went to 

medicine and I went to engineering . 

When we met after graduating, I found 

this is something very attractive to 

me. I started doing research with Dr. 

Suhayl Jabbur and eventually I went 

to the United States for two years 
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and got my graduate degree from the 

University of Washington. 

I taught medical students for a 

long time; I taught them general physi

ology and biophysics and I helped 

Dr. Jabbur in the neuro-physiology 

laboratory courses. I established a 

required course for PhD students, 

called biomedical electronics, which is 

electronics as applied to medicine and 

biology; it was a very popular course. 

In brief, I liked teaching and research 

and when I moved to administration, 

it was not my cup of tea. But I was 

asked by Dr. Nassif to help establish 

the Department of Medical Engineer

ing. I equipped the hospital from A to 

Z. It was a challenge, and I liked it in 

this respect. Later, I was among those 

who were nominated to the position 

of VP for administration and I was 

selected by the Board of Trustees and 

President Herter; I don't think it is a job 

one can refuse. 

What was the biggest change you 

noticed while at AUB? 

I passed through AUB in the 1960s, 

which were the glorious days of AUB 

when 50 percent of my classmates 

were from all over the world , and so 

were the faculty. When we lost them 

all, I think this was very sad and I am 

very happy to see that now we're 

reviving this mixture again . I believe 

that this is a nice change in the right 

direction, and especially that we're 

reviving the PhD programs. Because 

with PhDs, as I witnessed before, there 

was a boom of research and every sin

gle lab in basic medical sciences was 

active and publishing. Research gives 

life to a university. Those were good 

old days and I would like to see AUB 

come back to this atmosphere. 

What do you think your students 

most remember about your 

classes? 

I think they were quite challenging 

for them; they didn 't know about the 

application of engineering to medicine 

and now, without it , I don't think 

medicine can advance a lot. We 

talked about the very basics: the 

generation of electrical signals in the 



body and how we can make use of 

automation to diagnose and treat: 

MRis, CT scanners, ultrasound, and 

so on . My specialty in graduate work 

was ultrasound. 

Are you still in touch with many of 

your former students? 

Yes. I meet them a lot. Some of them 

became professors here at AUB. 

Did you stay at AUB throughout 

the war (1975-90)? 

I stayed through all the years of the 

wars and these were difficult times. 

We were trying to simply survive and I 

spent many months in the basement of 

the engineering school. My house was 

across the street from engineering so 

my office was in the basement there. 

It was not an office; it was a mattress 

on the floor with my laptop and a tel

ephone. That was difficult and I don't 

like to remember those days. 

Do you have particular memories 

from those years? 

We were many times in dire need of 

food, fuel, water, electricity, and so 

on. So we managed in the war to get 

fuel from our neighbors. We devised 

a truck with a pump and a small con

tainer and we would go around and 

people would donate fuel to AUB; not 

only because it was a worthy cause 

but also because-this was during the 

Israeli invasion of 1982-people were 

afraid their houses would be blown up 

and they had stores of fuel, so they 

started donating this. I used to supply 

our neighbors in Ain el Mreisseh with 

power and they would pump water into 

our reservoirs from their water wells. 

These are nice memories. When peo

ple were short of bread, I gave power 

to one of the bakeries across the 

street and they would give me bread 

for the hospitals. Many memories like 

this will keep your faith in mankind and 

humanity. 

Of course, we were blown out 

of College Hall and this was another 

major catastrophe. I managed to 

relocate all of the departments and 

within ten days they were all opera

tional. That was the most traumatic 

experience that I've witnessed. They 

were tough years. The campus was 

hit by around 89 shells. Every time we 

were hit by a shell, we tried to repair it. 

My house was also hit when I used to 

live on campus across the street from 

engineering. We used to cross the 

street at night and sleep in the base

ment. One night we were hit by two 

shells. My daughter's car was simply 
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blown to the trees. That morning 

decided, "That's it." My wife and I took 

our two daughters and drove across 

two borders into Jordan from where 

they left for the United States and lived 

for a month with friends that we knew 

when I was studying in Seattle. My 

wife and I drove back from Jordan to 

AUB and , eventually, my daughters 

continued their studies at the University 

of Washington. 

When did you leave AUB? Have 

you been back? What are you 

doing now? 

It was a mutual agreement with the 

president that I would retire at the 

end of 2005-06. I was supposed to 

leave in August and take my vacation 

in September, but the president said, 

"You 're experienced with the war, so 

why don't you stay?" So I stayed until 

things calmed down and left in early 

December. 

I was acting president several 

times, whenever the president or provost 

was not here. In the summer of 2006, I 

formed the Crisis Response Team. Eve

ryone stood up to this challenge and 

they really helped me in keeping this 

place running. The president wanted 

me to write a manual, but I told him 

that every single crisis is different than 

all the others because each has its own 

characteristics and priorities. 

Now I am back to my field-bio

medical engineering-and I am doing 

some consultation work in Lebanon 

and in the Middle East. I am trying to 

find out if I can be of use and I think 

people may want to take advantage of 

my experience. I am also taking it easy 

now and enjoying my granddaughter. I 

come back to AUB occasionally. I live 

nearby, so I can walk and stroll through 

~~ MainGate Spr1ng 2007 

campus. I also come to some activities 

that take place in Assembly Hall and 

some department gatherings. I keep 

in touch. 

What impact has AUB had on your 

life? 

It's a difficult question. I think AUB 

shaped the way I first studied, what 

I studied, the career I chose, and 

the course of my professional life. 

My daughter asked me once, "When 

you go into a library or Barnes and 

Noble, which section do you go to?" I 

said engineering, so she said, "This is 

where your heart is." I think that medi

cal engineering is a very challenging 

and interesting field and I thank AUB 

for directing me to that. 

Do you have something you 

would like to say to your former 

students? 

It has been a long, long time, but I can 

tell them that I remember every single 

class that I gave. It was enjoyable and 

I am proud of where they are right 

now. 

What stands out as your most 

important accomplishment at 

AUB? 

I cherished my years of teaching and 

research and I liked what I introduced 

in the form of automation to AUB: the 

state-of-the-art hospital and medical 

equipment, automation of the library, 

and introduction of the Student Infor

mation System that allowed on-line 

registration. All of these are things that 

I am proud of. I modernized the power 

plant and this is what kept the Univer

sity running- the mere fact that we 

had power. I also established the first 

fiber optic network at AUB and wired 

the buildings so that all professors, stu

dents, and administrators had access 

to the internet and were reachable by 

e-mail. This was a challenge made by 

Trustee Khoury and we responded , 

thanks to the efforts of Nabil Bukhalid 

and his Computing and Networking 

Services team. 

As VP, I worked with several 

departments and each had its own 

specialty. It was interesting working 

with human resources; we developed 

job evaluations, job classifications, job 

descriptions, ratings systems, and sal

ary ranges. Business Services was 

another challenge: supplies, procure

ment, housing, all of that. I can go 

on. I had around seven departments 

reporting to me and, when I left, I was 

replaced by six people. 

In what ways has technology 

made life at AUB better or worse? 

I think if you use technology intelligently 

it will help you. The work of the Aca

demic Computing Center that is being 

done now is a very good tool and 

helpful for teaching and research. Of 

course, we moved from experiments 

into videos and demonstrations, so 

students do not have the hands-on 

experience. I taught them active trans

port across a frog's skin where you 

would put the frog across a chamber 

and put radioactive sodium on one 

side. If you see this on a screen, you 

will see it much more efficiently, but it 

never replaces an actual experiment. 

Maybe I am from the old school, but 

I think you should at least maintain 

some laboratories. In a university envi

ronment, definitely automation is the 

right thing to do. But I think automation 

should be a tool to help you and 

not the only thing. 



Iraqi historian Majeed 
Khaddouri (BA '32) passed 
away on February 26 at the 

age of 70. Born in Mos
sul, Iraq on September 27, 

1908, Khaddouri received 
his PhD from Chicago Uni

versity in 1938. In 1945, 
he became a member of 
the Iraqi delegation to the 

50-nation conference that 
signed the Charter of the 

United Nations. In 1949, 
while at Johns Hopkins 
University, he founded the 

first Department of Higher 
Studies in Middle Eastern 

Affairs in the United States. 
His publications include 
Nidham a/ lntidab (The 
Mandate Regime , 1933) 

and Harb a/ Khalij (The Gulf 
War, 2001). 

George Mansur Jurdak 
(BE '33) passed away peace

fully in Montreal on Novem
ber 25 , 2006. Jurdak was 

born in 1912 in Beirut. After 
graduating from AUB as an 

. 
architect in 1933 he pursued 
his education at the Uni

versity of Michigan at Ann 

Arbor in 1934 and 1935. He 

was a prominent architect 

and civil engineer who prac

ticed in Lebanon and the 

Arab world for over 50 years 
and left a great architec

tural legacy. Jurdak was an 

avid bridge player, and kept 

actively playing until age 94. 

He nourished regular con

tacts with his network of fel

low bridge players in many 

countries. He is remembered 

fondly as a pleasant com
municator and as a special 

friend to many of different 

generations. He leaves his 

wife, Gisele Kerba Jurdak; 

two sons, Nady (BE '7 4) 

and Roy; and three sisters: 
Angela Jurdak Khoury (BA 

'37, MA '38); Salma Mansur 

Jurdak, (BS '42); and Salwa 

Jurdak Nawas, (BA '47, 

MA '48). His father, the late 

Mansur Hanna Jurdak (BA 

Beyond Bliss Street 
in memoriam 

'01 , MA '07}, was profes
sor of mathematics at AUB. 

He was the maternal uncle 
of AUB Trustee Philip S. 
Khoury ('69-'70). 

Nasrine Adibe (BA '40) sci

ence educator and profes
sor emeritus at C. W. Post 
Center, Long Island Univer
sity, died September 22 , 
2006. After graduating from 

AUB, she became the first 
woman to teach at the Col

lege of Pharmacy in Bagh

dad, Iraq. She received her 
MA in Education in 1951 
from the University of Michi

gan. As a technical assist
ance expert for UNESCO 

in the newly independent 
Kingdom of Libya (1954-

58) , Adibe designed the K-

12 science curriculum that 

remained in use for two 
decades. She received her 

doctorate in education from 
Teachers College, Columbia 
University in 1971. Adibe 

taught science education 

and directed the Program 

in Science Education for 21 

years at C.W. Post. She also 
served as education con

sultant in New York and in 
Oman and Yemen and was a 

Fulbright scholar in Bahrain 
in 1994. Adibe is survived 

by her daughter, grandson, 
son-in-law, two sisters, and 

a large extended family. The 
family has established the 

Nasrine Adibe Scholarship 

Fund at AUB in her memory. 
Information may be found at 

http: //www.ahjur.org/adibe/ 

adibe.html. 

Faisal Damluji (BA '43) , a 

former diplomat, politician 
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in memor am 

and industrialist, passed 

away on February 11 , 2006 

at the age of 85. After gradu

ating from AUB, Faisal joined 

the Iraqi Diplomatic Service. 

In 1953, he was elected MP 

for Mosul, a seat he held 
until the 1958 Revolution. 

He founded the National 

Commercial Company and 

cofounded the National 
Sewing Company and Rub

ber Company. Damluji was 

an active member of the 

AUB Alumni Association 

in Iraq. He is survived by 

his wife Mona Baroody (BA 

'43); his daughter Sumaya 

Shabandar (BA '69); his son 
Dr. Namir Damluji; daugh

ter Salma Samar; and son 

Ousama; as well as six lov

ing grandchildren. 

Samir Shikhani (BA '45) 

passed away on December 

10, 2006 at the age of 83. A 

prominent journalist, writer, 
and historian, Shikhani dedi

cated his life to translating 

the literary classics into Ara

bic. He also translated the 

biographies of famous fig

ures in the fields of science, 
mathematics, literature, 

astronomy, and sports. He 

headed the cultural depart

ment at Radio Lebanon for 

several years and cofound

ed the Lebanese weekly AI

Ahad. 

Nahida Fadli Dajani (BA 

'52, MA '70) passed away 

on January 1 , 2007. Dajani 

worked in media for more 
than 40 years and interviewed 

countless celebrities on her 

radio shows from the 1950s. 

She was a pioneer in television 
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programming, a prominent 

poet, and a member of the 

Supervising Committee at 

the Arab Center for Dialogue 

in the United States. To 

honor the memory of this 

inspiring and remarkable 

woman, her family has 

established the Nahida Fadli 

Dajani Scholarship Fund at 

AUB . For more information 

contact Sujatha Vempaty at 

vempaty@aub.edu. 

lliya Harik (BA '56, MA '58), 

a renowned expert on the 

Middle East and professor 

emeritus of political sci

ence at Indiana University, 

passed away on February 

24, 2007. Harik earned a 
BA in philosophy and a MA 

in Arab Studies from AUB 

and a PhD from the Uni

versity of Chicago in 1964. 

From 1964 until he retired 

from teaching in 1998, he 

was affiliated with Indiana 

University in Bloomington . 

His extensive list of publi

cations on the Middle East 

include The Political Mobili
zation of Peasants: A Study 
of an Egyptian Community, 
Economic Policy Reform in 

Egypt, and Democracy and 
the Paradoxes of Cultural 
Diversity. He served on the 

first board of the Middle 

East Studies Association 

(1973-76), the Middle East 
Journal, and Journal of Arab 
Affairs and helped establish 

and directed Indiana Uni

versity's Middle East Stud

ies Center (1980-83). He 

also directed the education 

and social science program 

of the Ford Foundation in 

North Africa (197 4-75) and 

served as director of the 

American Research Center 

in Egypt _(1990-92). He is 

survived by his wife of 47 

years, Elsa Marston Harik, 

and three sons: Ramsay, 
in Boston; Amahl, in Provi

dence, Rhode Island; and 

Raif, in Austin, Texas. 

Mai Ghoussoub (BS '7 4) 
publisher, author, sculptor, 

journalist , and playwright, 

died on February 17, 2007, 

in London at the age of 

54. She earned degrees 

in mathematics from AUB 

and in French literature from 

the Lebanese University. In 
1979, she and Andre Gasp

ard opened AI Saqi Book

shop in London . They later 

established Saqi Books, an 

Arabic-language publishing 

house and Dar al Saqi in 

Beirut. She is survived by 

her husband, Hazem Saghi

yeh; her parents, Antoine 

and Maggie Ghoussoub; 
and her sister, Hoda. 

Maya Ghannoum (BA '99) 

lost her battle with cancer 
on October 26, 2006. She 

was a children's writer and 

gourmet cook and will be 

fondly remembered for her 

children's stories including 

Sara Goes to Lebanon and 

My Home Beyond the Sky. 
After graduation, she and 

her husband moved to the 
United States. She later 

returned to Lebanon. Maya 

was a fighter until the very 

end and a source of positive 
energy for all those around 

her. She will be greatly 

missed. 



Comme mor a ting 
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American University of Beirut Press : 2006 . 
Hardcover, 167 pages. 

This beautiful coffee-table book features turn of the 
century photographs of the AUB campus, science and 
medicine at AUB, and scenes from Lebanon and Syria. 
Dr. Franklin T. Moore began photographing the AUB 
campus in 1892. 

Inquiries and orders: aubpress@aub.edu.lb 
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