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Architecture Matters 

Features: 

A Modern Marvel on the 
Green Oval ~ 24 
Zaha Hadid Architects presents the 
winning design for the lssam Fares 
Institute for Public Policy and International 
Affairs (IFI). Hadid, a former AUB student, 
was in 2004 the first woman to win the 
prestigious Pritzker Prize for Architecture. 

Architecture Matters ~ 32 
From the De-Prague Cafe in Hamra to a 
market in Laos, BArch graduates share 
the projects that define their work, their 
sources of inspiration, and how AUB 
made it all happen. (Check out these 
amazing projects.) 

Back to the Books ~ 42 
Regional External Programs (REP) 
proves that back to school isn't just 
for kids anymore. Whether it is training 
journalists or establishing a school in 
Dubai, REP takes AUB expertise out to the 
community. 
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Architecture for the 
People ~ 27 
More than just another pretty 
faQade. MainGate meets faculty 
members and alumni who use 
architecture to meet the needs 
of ordinary people for affordable 
housing, livable neighborhoods, 
·and better lives across the region. 
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II MainGate Fall 2007 

Dear Alumni and Friends, 

When the Board of Trustees launched the Campaign for Excellence in 

October 2002, no other academic institution in the Arab Middle East had ever 

launched a fundraising campaign of this magnitude: $140 million in five years. 

Five years later, I am delighted, grateful, and proud to be able to confirm 

what I think most of us already knew-that our alumni and friends are not 

only loyal, they are generous as well. To thousands of you who have made 

gifts to support this campaign, thank you. To those of you who have not 

contributed-or who wish to make an additional gift-there is still time! The 

Campaign for Excellence will conclude on December 31, 2007. 

The campaign has not only been unprecedented in the region, it has also 

been unprecedented in the history of AUB and has transformed the University. 

It has enabled us to construct new buildings such as the Hostler Student 

Center, the Olayan School of Business, and the CCC Scientific Research 

Building; we have also invested in classrooms and laboratories and renovated 

and upgraded existing facilities throughout campus and at AUBMC. It has 

supported the establishment of academic programs, centers, and endowed 

professorships in all areas. These investments in both infrastructure and 

academic programs have revolutionized the quality of education that we will 

be able to offer our students. 

The campaign has also helped diversify our student body by increasing 

the funds available for financial aid . Over the years , I have been struck 

by how often alumni tell me how much they appreciated interacting with 

students from other backgrounds at AUB. In many ways, it defined their 

university experience. Financial aid has been the single largest component of 

this campaign. In 2006-07, 2,792 students received financial aid at AUB-

91 percent of those who applied. In 2001, only 1,581 received financial aid. 

We have raised more than $16 million in endowed financial aid during this 

campaign, which will enable us to support future generations of students as 

well. 

Today, AUB is stronger financially as a result of this campaign, but it is 

also stronger because of the thousands of alumni and friends who have taken 

the opportunity to re-engage with the University despite-or perhaps because 

of-the challenges of recent years. While I cannot anticipate what lies ahead 

for AUB and know better than to even try, I am confident that with your active 

support and involvement, AUB will prevail as it has done so many times in the 

past and will continue "to provide excellence in education, to participate in 

the advancement of knowledge through research , and to serve the peoples of 

the Middle East and beyond." 

President John Waterbury 



Letter 
f r o m t h e ed tors 

Artwork by Ghazi Baker, BArch '91 

Dear Alumni and Friends, 

This issue follows up on an important event that took place at AUB in October 

2007 -the dedication of the Dar AI-Handasah (Shair and Partners) Architecture 

Building and the Kamal Shair Central Research Science Laboratory (CRSL}. 

AUB architecture graduates around the world are reexamining the ground 

we walk on, the art we love, and how we live. We're introducing you to a 

few of these architects in this issue, and showing off what is happening in 

architecture on campus as well (don't miss Zaha Hadid's design for the new 

lssam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs). 

Architecture students "put in long hours, they need space so they can 

spread out their work, and they often make a big mess," Professor Leila 

Musfy, chair of the Architecture and Design Department told MainGate. 

Thanks to Kamal Shair, architecture students will soon be able to work in a 

space that has been especially designed to encourage and support the study 

of architecture. 

Ada H. Porter and Ibrahim Khoury 

Coeditors, MainGate 

maingate@aub.edu.lb 
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Spring 2007 Vol. V, No. 3 
Just a quick note to tell you what a 

joy it is to receive and read what is 

perhaps the best issue of MainGate 

yet. I thoroughly enjoyed the articles 

which are well-written, balanced , 

informative, and enjoyable on many 

levels. Well done! 

Zuheir AI-Faqih (BA '68) 

Potomac Maryland 

"On Past Presidents and 
Football Stratagems: Fifty 
Years of Memories at AUB" 
This article resonated for us with fond 

memories of AUB, as I'm sure it did for 

many of your readers. Following our 

father's footsteps, all three siblings in 

our family (the third is Leila Khalifeh 

Cubeisy, widow of AUB graduate 

Najib Cubeisy) attended AUB during 

the late 1950s and early 1960s and 

have crossed paths with many of the 

fine people mentioned, both at AUB 

and in the United States. 

By far, the most tragic event for 

me was the incomprehensible loss 

of Malcom Kerr, one of the finest 

friends of AUB, whose parents, along 

with Bayard Dodge, took great care 

of AUB alumni when they retired to 

Princeton, New Jersey and opened 

their home to us. No other family 

in my memory has served AUB so 

greatly and with such sacrifice. I am 

sure others would equally recognize 

great friends and stalwarts of AUB. 

Raja G. Khalifah (BS '62) 

Cary, North Carolina 

What a wonderful article! I am glad you 

sent it as I was not aware that the on

line website offered much more than 

the magazine itself. I will forward it to 

several people that I know will love it. 

Ma1nGate Fall 2007 

I don't think there is one grad- Sai'd Khoury, are continuing the leg-

uate who cannot relate to sever- acy of Dr. Daniel Bliss in supporting 

al parts of the article and touched AUB and its students through those 

by faculty and friends ... as students, donations and the endowed schol-

children of students, fellow students, arship funds given to AUB over the 

leaders, business colleagues. All the years. 

ups and downs of college life formed The AUB Alumni Engineering and 

lifelong memories and cherished Architecture Chapter is thankful to 

friendships. CCC, which is also employing thou-

One correction probably is that sands of AUB graduates in all fields 

the 197 4 sit-in of students was really who are behind the success of the 

in 1971 when we were scheduled to 

have our wedding at the chapel and 

the reception on the green outside ... 

but had to change plans three days 

before. Of those in the melee were 

Awni Qubti (Lina Oueida's husband) 

and Marwan Khoury (Rima Nucho's 

husband) who were also on oppos

ing political teams. 

Sami always related the jokes 

and funny situations while a student, 

and always credited his education 

there as the best experience. He also 

appreciated it more because he was 

penniless and sometimes could not 

afford a cup of coffee. 

Lena Khalifeh Habiby (widow of AUB 

graduate Sami Habiby) 

Spring, Texas 

"CCC Scientific Research 
Building Inaugurated" 
The members of the AUB Alumni 

Engineering and Architecture Chapter 

were happy to see in the MainGate 

spring issue 2007 the picture of 

the CCC Scientific Research Building 

constructed on the lower campus 

that gave research facilities 

to engineering students and 

faculty members. 

CCC, the largest contract

ing company in the Middle East, with 

its two pillars, Hasib Sabagh and 

company. 

The chapter would like to extend 

its appreciation to the endless fund

raising efforts and commitment of 

President Waterbury and the Board 

of Trustees in bringing in millions 

of dollars from different contributors 

such as CCC, Charles Hostler, and 

many others to build our "Oriental 

Queen." 

Sami Alamuddin (BEN '60, MEN '69) 

President, AUB Alumni Engineering and 

Architecture Chapter 

Summer 2007 Vol. V, No. 4 
Congratulations on a very engaging 

summer issue, both in design and 

content. It is a pleasure to receive 

such a publication here in Sydney 

and be able to overcome the tyranny 

of geography to embark on a fleeting 

journey back to a place we adore. 

Dr. Raghid Nahhas (BS '73), Editor 

Kalimat 

Cherrybrook, Australia 

It would be interesting to read in 

every issue of MainGate an article 

or two about AUB graduates who 

became leaders renowned worldwide 

for their major achievements whether 

in the field of medicine, technology, 

economics, finance, etc. 

I noticed that many of the AUB 



alumni chapters, whether in the 

Middle East, Europe, Asia, Americas, 

or Africa, are dormant and need to be 

reinvigorated. What can WAAAUB do 

to give impetus into the livelihood of 

these chapters? 

Theodore D. Youssef (BA '58) 

Athens, Greece 

WMAUB is working to reconnect with 

alumni worldwide. See recent news 

by clicking on WAAAUB updates 

under "Alumni and Friends" on the 

AUB website. 

Th C • ! f 

Letters 
t o t h e ed tors 

E 

Why do you give? 
"Education is my passion, and I loved A UB from Day 1. 

If not for AUB, I would never have seen the world beyond my tiny village." 
Karim Nasser (BS '49) I askatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada I Donor since 1997 

~ 'I his his toric ca111paig n t•nds llt ·c. :11. ~007 .. . yon can still p;n ticipai<'! http://givt ·.anb.<'dll 
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Rx for Success ... 
Revisited 
Summer 2007 Vol. V, No. 4 

Several MainGate readers 
responded to the article on 
medical "firsts" at AUB with 
a few additions of their own. 
Thanks for your feedback! 

When I read the latest issue of 

MainGate, I noted that there was no 

mention of Dr. Rafic Melhem, who was 

instrumental in creating a top-notch 

Diagnostic Radiology Department at 

AUBMC. Professor Melhem trained 

generations of radiologists in Lebanon 

and in the United States. He also 

mobilized the Lebanese-American 

community in Mobile, Alabama where 

he moved during the 1975-90 war, to 

work for AUB. 

Leeds University MD '05) . In 1905, 

Dr. Beshara Manasseh founded The 

Lebanese Association of Tuberculosis. 

In 1910, he donated 11 0,000 square 

meters of land to found the Dahr El 

Bashek TB Sanatorium in the environs 

of Roumieh, Mount Lebanon , the first 

hospital of its kind to treat TB scien

tifically in the Middle East. This hospi

tal was later donated to the Lebanese 

government in the 1970s. Today it 

has become a 70-bed general hos

pital. Or. Tanios Manasseh took over 

the medical work in that facility from 

Dr. Besahra in the 1920s as the lat

ter moved to the coast to open sev

eral clinics for the poor in Jdeideh, 

Antelias, and Beirut. 

Previously, Dr. Beshara 

Manasseh had joined the Society of 

Friends, Quakers in 1878 soon after 

his graduation from AUB in 1877. 

1953 by his daughter, my aunt, Irma 

Manasseh (married Aziz Gharzouzi). 

Seeing how the medical profes

sion has evolved in our days, one can

not but remember the success of the 

early medical pioneers in healing indi

viduals and in improving public health 

conditions in their wider communities. 

They treated the sick with compas

sion and a sense of duty. Financial 

reward was never their goal nor pol

itics nor fame. They did it because 

they believed in it. That was early 

Lebanese philanthropy. AUB pro

duced them and is still doing so. Thus 

our commitment to AUB. 

Tony Manasseh (BA '75) 

Glen Mills, PA 

You have done a wonderful job illumi

nating the history of the medical fac

ulty at AUB. However, permit me to 
He founded the Quaker Hospital in state that certain factual "first" events 
Brummana High School (BHS), mar- were sorely omitted. 

ried Theophilus Waldmeier's daugh-

Viola Yared ter, Rosa, and was also the princi-

The first cystoscopy was per

formed by Dr. Sami I. Haddad in the 

mid-1930s. The first open-heart sur-Beirut, Lebanon pal of BHS. Later on his brother, Dr. 

Tanios Manasseh, took over the work gery was performed by Dr. John L . 
I am an avid reader of MainGate as 

it brings me close to our Alma Mater. 

For my family AUB has truly been the 

second mother for three generations 

now and we hope that our children, 

who are continuing their education in 

the United States now, will have the 

chance to go to AUB when the situa

tion in our country permits. 

Reading through MainGate, 

Summer 2007, I was pleased to see 

Dr. Nucho's (MD '01) work in treat

ing tuberculosis in Lebanon recog

nized. We should also remember his 

predecessor, Dr. Beshara Manasseh 

(MD '77) and his brother Dr. Tanios 

Manasseh FRCS (Pharmacy '95 and 

at Brummana. In 1932, when my 

father Dr. Philip Manasseh graduat

ed from AUB, he became the senior 

medical officer at the Quaker Hospital 

in Brummana until it closed short

ly before WWII. Spiridon Manasseh, 

pharmacist (Constantinople 1905) 

was my grandfather (father of Or. 

Philip) and the brother of Drs. Beshara 

and Tanios. He founded the dispen

sary adjacent to the BHS Hospital and 

ran it until his death in 1935. 

Dr. Beshara Manasseh owned 

a considerable library of early medi

cal books, some dedicated by the 

author as well as many literary books. 

That library was donated to AUB in 

Wilson on a patient with mitral steno

sis in the mid-1950s. • The first renal dialysis using the 

newly installed artificial kidney machine 

was performed by Dr. Shwayri , in 1960. 

The first end arterectomy operation on 

a patient with renal artery stenosis for 

treatment of his hypertension was per

formed by Drs. Ibrahim Dagher and 

Bahige Azoury in 1961 . We should also 

remember the pioneering work of Dr. 

Suhayl Jabbur in neurophysiology, and 

Dr. George Fawaz in pharmacology. Dr. 

Fawaz was a pillar of the AUB School 

of Medicine. 

Three other AUB physicians 

have to be included for their dili-

II Ma1nGate Fall 2007 
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gent work at the Faculty of Medicine: 

Drs. Musa Ghantous, associate dean; 

Henry Nachman. chairman of the 

Department of Pediatrics; and Alfred 

Diab, chairman of the Eye, Ear, Nose 

and Throat Department and chief of 

staff, all of whom sacrificed long hours 

to maintain the integrity of the Faculty 

of Medicine. 

I would also like to add the name 

of Dr. Rafic Melhem to those phy

sicians who need to be recognized 

for their contributions to society as 

part of the medical history of AUB 's 

• Faculty of Medicine. Dr. Melhem at 

one time chaired the Department of 

Radiology at AUBMC. He was award

ed the Royal College of Radiologists 

Fellowship in London for his contri

bution to metal detection screening 

through X-ray at airports, for traveler 

security. 

Dr. Raja N. Khuri, who did pio

neering work on the nephron as it per

tains to renal physiology, should also 

be remembered. 

• • 
I would end with the success

ful effort of Dr. Joseph Azar. chairman 

of the Department of Epidemiology, 

who worked with the World Health 
• 

Organization and the Lebanese 

Ministry of Health to eradicate malaria 

in Lebanon in the early 1960s. 

Mounir E. Nassar, M.D., FACP 

Pittsford, NY 

* The editors would also like to thank 

Dr. Nassar for his invaluable assistance 

in the preparation of the alumni profiles 

that were included in the summer 2007 

issue of MainGate. 



views from campus 

II University News 

President John Waterbury's Opening Ceremony Remarks, 
October 1, 2007: "Going outside AUB's Walls" 

Welcome to you all and to a new 
year in the life of AUB. Despite the 

uncertainties facing Lebanon and the 
region , we have a record number 
of students registering at AUB this 
year. We are welcoming our first 
PhD students since many years. We 

are continuing to provide a quality 
of education that is unrivaled in this 
region. We are blessed to have forty

eight new faculty members joining our 
ranks this year. 

It will come as no surprise that 
universities have a big impact on the 

neighborhoods or even the regions 
in which they are located .. . ! do 
not think it is an exaggeration to 
say that Ras Beirut would not have 
developed at the pace it has and with 

the characteristics that have made 
it famous had this campus not been 
established here in 1873. When Daniel 

Bliss purchased this land outside the 
walls of Beirut, he was regarded by 
Beirutis as somewhat mad, putting a 
university on a pile of barren rocks. It 
was concluded that he wanted to live 
with jackals and goats. 

But the jackals and goats 
gradually disappeared, and the Syrian 

Protestant College soon left its 
imprint, architecturally, with several 
new buildings, culturally, by promoting 
diversity in its faculty and students, 
economically, by attracting services 
and trades to the area, and physically, 
by linking this agricultural hinterland of 

Beirut to the city through roads and the 
tram line. 

II Ma1nGate Fall 2007 

Today AUB is at the heart of a vast 
and rich urban environment which it 
helped to create. There is a density 

of educational establishments in this 
neighborhood that would not be 
here had AUB not come first. .. AUB 
wants to contribute to the social, 
cultural, and economic health of 

the neighborhood, not simply to be 
a good neighbor, but much more 

because the long term health of the 
university is dependent upon the long 
term health of Ras Beirut. 

The long term health of Ras Beirut 
cannot be taken for granted. For 
an older generation much of the 
change going on in the neighborhood 
is negative ... Faysal 's, the near 

legendary symbol of all that was 
good outside AUB's walls , closed in 
1985, ten years into the civil war. This 

was AUB's Deux Maggots . .. 

[P]art of me wonders: could AUB 
have helped Faysal 's survive and thereby 
helped both Faysal and the university? 
Faysal's may be a symbol of AUB's 

neighborhood as a whole. Should the 
University sit passively in the face of 
rapid change, some of which may harm 
the University in the long run? 

For more than a year, a small team at 
AUB has been working on something we 
are calling The Neighborhood Initiative. 
The goal of this initiative is two-fold. 

First, we want to understand better and 
in detail what our impact is in Ras Beirut 
and in Beirut as a whole. Second, we 
want to understand how, within our 
resources, we can act constructively to 

Fayssal's Restaurant, 1985 

make Ras Beirut a better neighborhood 
for all its inhabitants ... 

We have learned a lot through 
formal and informal surveys. We have a 
better idea now of where our students, 

faculty, and employees live, how they 
come to work or study, what they 
spend and where. We also have a 



better idea of how much the university 

itself spends in purchasing goods and 

services in Beirut, and contracting 

for its major construction projects. 

We have tried to obtain a better 

understanding of the Ras Beirut real 

estate market and of the dynamics of 

commercial life in the neighborhood. 

The next phase of The 

Neighborhood Initiative will be to 

figure out what AUB can and should 

do to bring about positive changes 

in its neighborhood. There are three 

possible roles AUB could play in 

ascending order of ambition and 

cost. 

• Role 1: AUB as a good neighbor. 

Here we would intensify things we 

already do like sponsoring cultural 

events, perhaps a neighborhood 

art fair, visits to the archaeological 

museum , expanding our Continuing 

Education offerings, and expanding 

student and faculty involvement in 

community service. 

Here's looking at you. Ras Beirut. 
Photo credit: Solidere 
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• Role 2: AUB as a partner in 

neighborhood revitalization. 

This would entail a higher level of 

involvement and resources. Faculty and 

student talent could be made available to 

promote neighborhood diversity, help small 

businesses to understand their market 

better, or to enhance the cleanliness and 

security of the neighborhood. We would 

havetodeveiopchanneisofcommunication 

to the community beyond our walls and 

encourage participatory planning with 

major neighborhood stakeholders. 

• Role 3: AUB as a producer 

of knowledge. 

This would build on the previous two roles 

and entail more ambitious commitment 

of human and material resources. We 

would try to harness faculty talent to 

address longer term issues facing Ras 

Beirut so that we can anticipate together 

major challenges and provide solutions. 

Ideally this phase would involve sister 

institutions in Ras Beirut. When one 

thinks of the talent we have collectively 

in education, public health, business, 

civil and environmental engineering, 

medical care, and public administration, 

it is obvious that we have expertise that 

would be the envy of any city anywhere. 

The goal for all of us should 

be a neighborhood where people 

of all sects and different levels of 

income can live together in peace 

if not in harmony, and where all 

inhabitants can enjoy and contribute 

to the cultural and intellectual life 

that all these educational institutions 

create. I have always marveled at 

the Corniche just outside our gates. 

Here we find Beirutis, men and 

women, children and grandparents , 

all income levels, the religiously 

conservative to the religiously 

indifferent, sharing the sea, the air 

and one another. That is or was the 

spirit of Ras Beirut, and AUB has 

an obligation to nurture that spirit. 

It is an obligation we should accept 

willingly and gladly. 

In closing , let us all pray for a 

year in which our politicians are 

afflicted with the disease of sanity 

and concern for the public good; a 

year in which we can say a corner 

was turned and Lebanon is once 

again on the right path. 

( More Online It) 



Journalism Training 
Program 
AUB launched a Journalism Training 

Program (JTP) in May for Arab 

reporters working in print, broadcast, 

and on-line media. Training will 

address basic news reporting and 

Former CNN news chief Eason Jordan 

writing, editing, war/safety coverage, 

on-line journalism, and media ethics 

in Arabic, English, and French . In the 

last four months, JTP Director Magda 

Abu Fadil has organized workshops 

on investigative journalism, elections 

coverage, newsroom management, 

and journalist safety. 

Dedicating the Dar 
Al-Handasah (Shair and 
Partners) Architecture 
Building and the Kamal 
Shair Central Research 
Science Laboratory (CRSL) 
AUB students, faculty, and trustees 

piled into the Architecture Lecture Hall 

on a sticky Wednesday afternoon in 

October for the dedication ceremony 

for the Dar AI-Handasah (Shair and 

Partners) Architecture Building and 

the Kamal Shair Central Research 

Science Laboratory (CRSL}. President 

Waterbury, who spoke first, described 

Kamal Shair as a man with many 

passions-including AUB. 

In his remarks , Dean Hajj mentioned 

that the building, which is currently 

the home of AUB's Department of 

Architecture and Design, was built 

more than 75 years ago as the 

Chemistry Building. He described how 

the explosive growth in the number 

of architecture and design students 

at AUB in recent years has placed 

( More Online ~tJ enormousstrainsonthebuilding, which 
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is used "24 hours a day, seven days, a 

week, throughout the year .. . primarily 

after midnight. " This comment elicited 

some chuckles and smiles from many 

in the audience, including Department 

Chair Leila Musty, who explained later 

that architecture and design students 

do work differently from students 

in other AUB programs. "They put 

in long hours, they need space so 

they can spread out their work, and 

they often make a big mess," she 

said. Musty explained that she and 

her colleagues are currently working 

with a space consultant and AUB's 

Facilities Planning and Design Unit to 

think through the types of spaces that 

they need. "This gift is a wonderful 

opportunity for us and we want to get 

the most we can from it. We want 

to renovate the building so that our 

students are encouraged to spend 

more time in the building where they 

can learn from each other. This is an 

experience that is-or at least should 

be-a critical part of the educational 

experience for every architecture and 

design student!" 

Dean Bitar focused his remarks on 
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The Department of Architecture and Design at night 

on the CSRL, which he described 

as a "user facility"-a laboratory 

with general purpose equipment 

that was established for students 

and faculty to use together to do 

research. He noted that Trustee 

Shair has long been a supporter 

of efforts to strengthen research at 

AUB and of the successful multi

year effort to reintroduce PhD 

programs. 

Trustee Kamal Shair recalled that 

he was appointed as an assistant 

professor at AUB more than 50 

years ago , in 1956. He spoke with 

great emotion and eloquence of 

President Waterbury 's commitment 

to raise standards at AUB and his 

years of inspired leadership. As 

the ceremony came to an end, 

Trustee Ghassan Tueni took the 

podium. Although he had not been 

scheduled to speak , he felt moved 

to do so describing Dr. Shair, a 

man he has known for more than 

25 years, as "an excellent example 

for others to follow." 

Speed Daemon Meets Evil 
Knieval 
Mechanical engineering students added 

a fun twist to MECH 321 , Mechanical 

Engineering Tools, this spring. The 

electrically motored cars students design 

to pass the course must compete in five 

races: Speed Daemon, Evil Knievel, Tug 

of War, Up the Incline, and Obstacle 

Course. The contest, first introduced 

three years ago, is divided into three 

parts. The last race, in front of College 

Hall, attracted a large number of students 

who cheered for their favorite cars. 

After five rounds of racing, Shafi'a-a 

traditional Lebanese name-proved to 

be the best car this year. 

MECH 321 in action 

EAES 

Celebrating 
Modern Arabic 
Poetry 
Commemorating the 

25th anniversary of 

Khalil Hawi's death in 

1982, the Department 

of Arabic and Near 

Eastern Languages, 

AUB's AI-Abhath jour

nal, and the Orient-

lnstitut, Beirut held a 

three-day conference in June on Hawi's 

work. Arab and Western scholars, 

poets, and critics gathered to discuss 

his poetry and contextualize the con

tributions of this cultural thinker, literary 

theorist, and Arab nationalist. 

Tufts Comes to AUB 
Nine undergraduate students from 

Tufts University in Massachusetts vis

ited Lebanon in March as participants 

in a new program launched by the New 

Initiative for Middle East Peace (NIMEP). 

They conducted research and studied 

issues of state and society by meeting 

with prominent Lebanese political fig

ures. When meeting with the students, 

Rami Khuri, director of the lssam Fares 

Institute at AUB, stressed that "Beirut 

is the most important and fascinat

ing human political place to be in 

the world today ... lt is the Berlin 

Wall of the new Cold War." 

Moving Away from Tobacco 
Farming 
Economics Professor Nader Kabbani 

and Asma Bazzi, Environment Core 

Labs administrator, presented the 

results of their study on economic 

alternatives to tobacco farming in rural 
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south Lebanon at ibsar on April 17. 

Tobacco is one of Lebanon 's major 

agricultural crops and is particularly 

important in rural South Lebanon, 

where 60 percent of the residents 

rely on tobacco farming for their 

livelihood. According to Kabbani and 

Bazzi , tobacco farmers are anxious 

to consider alternatives to tobacco 

farming because of the likelihood 

that government price supports will 

diminish over time. 

FHS Announces $1-million 
Ford Endowment 
In September 2007, the Faculty of 

Health Sciences (FHS) received a 

$1 million endowment from the Ford 

Foundation , which AUB must match 

by 2009. The endowment , which 

celebrates a long-time collaboration 

between FHS and the foundation 

that dates back to 1983, will help 

support the Center for Research on 

Population and Health (CRPH) and 

fund graduate scholarships in public 

health for regional students. "This 

generous endowment will ensure the 

FHS celebrations 
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sustainability of CRPH and enable 

it to build on past achievements in 

research and outreach," said Marwan 

Khawaja, CRPH director. 

Since its establishment in Janu

ary 2002, CRPH has aimed to be 

a center for regional research and 

outreach on population and health 

issues. CRPH has developed the 

"research working group" concept 

that allows affiliate FHS faculty and 

students and professors from other 

health scholarship," said Dean Huda 

Zurayk. 

One of the program's graduates 

is Yara Jarallah who received a grant 

from the Arab Fund that enabled her to 

complete an MS in Population Health 

in 2005. She was a visiting fellow at 

the CRPH April-June 2007. Jarallah's 

experience at FHS played a pivotal role 

in her successful career and research. 

"My graduate studies at FHS had a 

major influence on my career and 

faculties at AUB and from national helped me pursue my passion in 

and regional universities to collabo- the field of population health as it 

rate and explore exciting new areas pertains to sexual and reproductive 

for research and education. 

Among the most important current 

CRPH sponsored research projects 

are intervention studies on women's 

urban health and youth urban health, 

both funded by the Wellcome Trust, 

and an initiative to improve access 

and quality of health care for Bedou

ins in Jordan and Lebanon, which is 

funded by the European Commission. 

CRPH has also launched a monthly 

seminar series and sponsored region

al workshops such as the first annual 

regional workshop on Urbanization, 

Poverty, and Health in May 2007. 

Since 2001, FHS has raised funds 

health, migration, gender, and human 

rights ... Following my graduation from 

FHS, I was granted a fellowship with 

the United National Population Fund 

both in New York and the country 

office in Palestine to work on sexual 

and reproductive health and rights, 

HIV/AIDS prevention, and gender 

and population issues." Jarallah is 

currently conducting research on 

quality of life issues at the Institute 

of Community and Public Health at 

Birzeit University. 

( More Online ~J 

to support regional students as part Scholarships and 
of its mission to train public health Financial Aid 
professionals from the region. So far, PepsiCo International (PI) recently 

FHS has supported 23 students from donated $35,000 to provide partial 

Jordan, Palestine, Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, scholarships for six academically 

Syria, Tunis, and Yemen and offered outstanding students in business 

nine scholarships to Lebanese phy- administration, public administra-

sicians specializing in public health. tion, and engineering. A sev-

Aimost all regional students have enth award went to the best ath-

returned to their countries upon grad- lete. Each student received $5,000. 

uation to assume important public PepsiCo student scholarships have 

health positions. "The Ford Endow- been awarded annually since 1995. 

ment will allow FHS to continue its Over the years, PI has donated more 

support for regional graduate public than $300,000 to the scholarship 



fund that has benefited more than 

60 AUB students. Vice President 

of Pepsi-Cola International- Middle 

East and Africa Region Talal ai-Khalil 

presented the check to Dean of Stu

dent Affairs Maroun Kisirwani ... For 

the fifth consecutive year, HSBC 

Bank Middle East renewed the 

company's support for the schol

arship program. CEO Charles P. S. 

Hall visited AUB to present its annual 

donation of $10,000 to support the 

HSBC Scholarship Fund. This year, 

Mira Semaan and Samer Darwich 

were the recipients of the scholar

ship. Darwich, who was selected to 

complete his junior summer intern

ship at the HSBC Head Office, said, 

"It was a great honor to be selected 

among many students to be given 

this aid by the HSBC Scholarship 

Fund at AUB. I would like to thank 

HSBC Lebanon for this aid and for 

my summer training that I spent at 

one of the most important financial 

institutions in the world. The experi

ence I had, working in the HSBC 

Trade Services Department was very 

helpful in introducing me to the work

ing environment I would be exposed 

to in less than a year. " ... 

AUB Scholarship Fundraising 

Committee Chair HE Khalil 

Makkawi recently presented 

President Waterbury with a 

donation of $185,000, which was 

raised through committee members ' 

solicitation of personal and corporate 

donations to financial aid and through 

a fundraising concert by Lebanese 

Diva Magida El Roumi in April 2007 at 

the Casino Du Liban. 

Through the efforts of the AUB 

Scholarship Fundraising Committee, 

and through the ph ilanthropic 

gestures of prominent AUB alumni 

and friends, new scholarship funds 

were established, including the Bahaa 

Rafic Hariri Scholarship, the Saudi 

Oger Scholarship, and the Aramex 
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International Scholarship. A portion of 

the money also went to add to the AUB 

Scholarship Fundraising Committee 

Endowed Scholarship Fund. Income 

from this endowment will be used to 

provide financial assistance to needy 

and qualified students at AUB. 

I\ AUBMC News 

Collaboration Agreement 
with MD Anderson 
AUBMC and the University of Texas 

MD Anderson Cancer Center recently 

signed an agreement to expand 

opportunities for collaboration on 

research and patient care. Vice 

President of Medical Affairs and the 

Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 

of Medicine Nadim Cortas and Dr. 

John Mendelsohn, president of MD 

Anderson Cancer Center, signed 

the agreement in Houston during 

MD Anderson 's third annual Sister 

Institution Conference in June. 

( More Online ~J 

Abu-Haidar Neuroscience 
Institute 
On October 4, members of the 

Abu-Haidar family, AUB trustees, 

faculty, and AUBMC staff gathered 

to celebrate the inauguration of the 

Abu-Haidar Neuroscience Institute 

(AHNI) with a dedication ceremony at 

lssam Fares Hall , a plaque unveiling, 

and a ribbon cutting. Dr. Rose-Mary 

Boustany, director of the institute, Mr. 

Munir Abu-Haidar, Vice President Dean 

Nadim Cortas, and President John 

Waterbury spoke at the ceremony 

about the importance of the institute 

that will house a psychiatry unit , 

psychiatric ambulatory services for 
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Inaugurating AHNI 

children and adults, and an inpatient 

psychiatry ward. AHNI, which will 

include the Raymond D. Adams and 

Maria Salam-Adams Library, will 

offer specialty training positions in 

pediatric neurology, adult neurology, 

and neurosurgery. 

Tarek Ahmad Juffali 
Group-Therapy Room 
On August 20, Raja Nahas and Anis 

Qabbani of the Tarek Ahmad Juffali 

Foundation presented the first pledge 

to name the Group Therapy Room and 

Conference Room of the Abu-Haidar 

Neuroscience Institute. The Tarek 

Ahmad Juffali Group Therapy Room is 

an important resource in psychotherapy 

treatment and will be used to hold 

sessions to treat addiction disorders 

and couple therapy. The Tarek Ahmad 

Juffali Conference Room will be used 

for faculty meetings, research, and 

clinical presentations. Both rooms will 

be located in the Psychiatry Division 

of AHNI. 

I\ Faculty News 

Combating Illiteracy 
through IT: 
Dr. Mohamad Adnan AI-Aiaoui , 
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FEA, professor of electrical and 

computer engineering , presented a 

paper he co-authored with Mesrob 

I. Ohannessian, Ghinwa F. Choueiter, 

Christine Akl , T. Taline Avakian, Ismail 

AI Kamal , and Rony Ferzli entitled, "A 

Pilot Project from Illiteracy to Computer 

Literacy: Teaching and Learning 

Using Information Technology," at 

the International Conference (ICL): 

Interactive Computer Aided Learning 

in Villach , Austria, September 26-

28, 2007. The paper addressed 

how information and communication 

technology can combat illiteracy 

through E-Learning, and highlights 

the use of speech and handwriting 

recognition. 

Dr. Jamal El-Den, lecturer at OSB, 

presented his paper, "Tacit Knowledge 

Transfer Among Geographically Dis

tributed Group Members: An Exper

imental Analysis" at the European 

Conference on Knowledge Manage

ment 2007 in Barcelona, Spain, Sep

tember 6-7, 2007. 

Dr. Samih lsber, FAS, associ

ate professor of physics, presented 

a paper he coauthored with C. Madi, 

"Superconducting Properties of Chro

mium Doped YBCO Grown by Pulsed 

Laser Deposition, " at the 8th Euro

pean Conference on Superconductiv

ity (EUCAS 07) in Brussels, Belgium, 

September 16-20, 2007. 

Dr. Fouad Mrad, FEA, profes

sor of electrical and communications 

engineering, attended the Internation

al Conference on Software and Data 

Technologies in Barcelona, Spain, July 

22-25, which was organized by the 

cability of Software Reliability Models 

to a Telecommunication Software" 

that was coauthored by Professors 

Hassan Artail of ECE and Mohamad 

Ali Mortada (ME in ECE 2006). 

Dr. Omar Obeid , FAFS, associ

ate professor of nutrition and food 

sciences, presented "Prevalence of 

Metabolic Syndrome in Adult Leba

nese Population" at the 1Oth Asian 

Congress of Nutrition (ACN) Septem

ber 9-13, 2007 in Taipei, Taiwan. The 

paper was co-authored with Abla

Mehio Sibar, Malek Batal , Nada Adra, 

Dalia El Khoury, and Nahla Hwalla. 

Metabolic syndrome is characterized 

by a group of risk factors (such as 

raised blood pressure or abdominal 

obesity) that increase an individual 's 

risk for cardiovascular disease and 

diabetes. According to a total sample 

of 499 men and women aged 1 8-65 

years, the prevalence of the metabolic 

syndrome was 31.2 percent in the 

total sample, but was significantly 

higher in men (38.6 percent) as com

pared to women (25.8 percent). 

Dr. Sylvia Shorto, FEA, assistant 

professor of architecture and graphic 

design, presented "Continuity and 

Change: Ain Sofar as Textual Evi

dence" at the International Seminar 

on Urban Form in Ouro Preto, Minas 

Gerais, Brazil, August 28-31 , 2007. 

Dr. lmad H. Elhajj, FAS, Electri

cal and Computer Engineering coau

thored "Data Centric Adaptive In-Net

work Aggregation for Wireless Sensor 

Networks" with Hesiri Weerasinghe, 

Aleksandra Krsteva, and Mazen Abou 

Najm. He presented the paper at the 

Institute for Systems and Technolo- 2007 IEEE/ASME International Confer-

gies of Information, Control, and Com- ence on Advanced Intelligent Mecha-

munications. He presented a paper tronics which was held in Zurich Swit-

entitled "A Case Study on the Appli- zerland from September 4- 7, 2007. 



II Arts 

AUB Revisits the Glory of 
Lebanese Comic Books 
Painter, writer, and deputy editor at 

AUB's Office of Information and Public 

Relations Henry Matthews exhibited 

his rare collection of Lebanese comic 

books in West Hall in May. The 

vintage collection included Lebanese 

children's comics of Bissat AI Reeh, 

Dunya AI Ahdath (World of Children), 

AI Foursan (The Knights), As Sahm 

Az Zahabee (The Golden Arrow) , and 

Ibn Battuta (Ibn Battuta's Adventures). 

Also featured in the collection were 

other popular comics, like Bonanza, 

Awdat Tarzan (Tarzan 's Return) , AI Abtal 

(The Heroes), and AI Barq (Lightning). 

A panel discussion was held on 

May 24 in West Hall; Matthews and 

Ameen Rihani surveyed the history of 

Lebanese comics. 

Reviving Europa 
The AUB Archaeological Museum 

and the Society of Friends of the 

AUB Museum celebrated International 

Museum Day on May 18 by holding an 

afternoon of festivities on the theme, 

"The Abduction of Europa: from Tyre to 

Crete," that included presentations, a 

dance, and a singing performance. 
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An Invitation to Laughter 
(University of Chicago Press: 2007). 

By Nabil Oajani 

By Fuad I. Khuri; edited by Sonia Through reporting about his the confusing ideology of freedom." 

Jalbout Khuri "personal observations and daily Freedom in Arab culture, he 

interactions" Khuri takes the reader on 

a stimulating tour of his life, injecting 

sharp observations about Arab culture 

and anthropological research methods 

along the way. The book was in draft 

form when Professor Khuri passed 

away in 2003; his wife completed its 

editing. 

Khuri's personal memoirs 

introduce the reader to a Lebanese 

villager from Akkar who struggles to 

finance his education in his village, in 

a high school in Tripoli, at AUB, and 

then at the University of Oregon. He 

discusses collecting his PhD data 

through surveys and participant 

observations in West Africa, joining 

the AUB faculty for more than 20 

years, conducting field work in Bahrain 

and Yemen, heading a philanthropic 

institution in Lebanon, and living in 

England. His account is full of insights 

about cultural practices in places he 

visited. What made Fuad Khuri a great 

Arab anthropologist was his probing 

mind and his skill at combining 

observations with pointed insights that 

assist one in understanding changes 

taking place in the Arab world today. 

He suggests that "freedom of self-

An Invitation to Laughter, by the late expression is not a 'public right' in 

Professor Fuad Khuri is "three in one. " the Arab world . The 'free' stands 

In introducing the book Khuri suggests 

that it is a professional autobiography, 

yet it is also a superb prologue to the 

structure of interaction in the Arab 

world , as well as a salient introduction 

to anthropological research. 
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in opposition to the 'bound' or the 

'enslaved'- it refers, that is, to freedom 

from domination." According to Khuri, 

"if democracy is to establish roots in 

Arab countries, it will have to be linked 

to the concept of justice more than to 

contends, "like honor, women, and 

family, is a confidential matter; it 

belongs to the private domain. When 

a person wants to speak his mind on a 

pressing issue, that is, to exercise his 

freedom, he looks over his shoulder 

and introduces his speech with the 

catchphrase: 'between you and me'. " 

Explaining the tendency of the Arab 

press to be guarded, Khuri observes 

that "matters that we talk about, we 

do not publish ." He explains that 

the written form in the Arab world 

is tightly constrained while the flow 

of oral information is unrestricted. 

"In consequence, as far as the daily 

press is concerned , the Middle East 

is a scandal-free society. Even when 

widely known , events that would 

elsewhere be deemed scandalous 

may not be regarded as scandals in 

Arab society." " ... the Lebanese were 

fighting a deadly sectarian war, but 

writing about sects was taboo." 

In his concluding chapter Fuad 

Khuri states that "the people we love 

never die, they survive in our memory. 

To me, that is eternity." How true: Fuad 

Khuri is loved by his colleagues at AUB 

and is surviving in their memory. 

( More Online ~) 

Fuad Khun was a professor of 
anthropology at AUB, 1964-87. 
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The Reconstruction of 
Haret Hreik: Design 
Options for Improving 
the Livability of the 
Neighborhood. 
(Published by the AUB 

Reconstruction Unit: 2007) 

Edited by Mona Fawaz and Marwan 

Ghandour. 

The Haret Hreik Task Team of the 

Reconstruction Unit (RU) in the Depart

ment of Architecture and Design orga

nized a three-day design charrette in 

January 2006. The charrette brought 

together 20 professionals (primarily 

part-time and full-time faculty in the 

Department of Architecture and Design 

as well as a few recent graduates) who 

explored ways in which the reconstruc-
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tion of the severely demolished neigh- process and provides an opportunity 

borhoods of the southern suburbs for neighborhood dwellers and other 

of Beirut could take place, improving interested actors to participate in 

their livability by addressing some of shaping the future of Haret Hreik. 

the most salient problems confronting The outcomes of the charrette were 

these neighborhoods in the pre-war developed and published in a small 

era. Based on an analysis of the neigh- volume, which includes a number of 

borhoods, these problems were identi- analytic maps (e.g. historical production, 

fied as lack of open spaces, severe land uses, quality of natural lighting 

traffic congestion, insufficient parking 

areas, and poor quality of natural light

ing and ventilation in internal and exter

nal spaces. 

The investigation of alternative 

design options was considered a tool 

that could provide the basis for a 

public debate among stakeholders and 

and ventilation), proposed intervention 

maps (e.g. public spaces, parking 

options, traffic circulation, potential 

landscaping and reorganization, etc.) , 

and suggestions for the institutional 

framework in which reconstruction 

could take place. 

The booklet, which was published 

policymakers over the best possible in June 2007, was distributed to local 

reconstruction options, in light of the stakeholders, professionals in the 

set objectives. The members of the planning and architecture fields, and 

Haret Hreik RU believe that this debate the media. It has been widely read 

is an essential part of the reconstruction and discussed in the local press and 
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reviews have appeared in all the major 

newspapers in Lebanon. As a result, a 

number of questions have already been 

raised about the current reconstruction 

scenario and, more specifically, its 

ability to address the most pressing 

issues related to the lack of open 

spaces and the poor quality of the 

living conditions in the neighborhoods 

being reconstructed. 

The booklet is available at 

the Department of Architecture 

and Design for anyone who is 

interested. Copies can also be 

obtained by emailing Mona Fawaz at 

mf05@aub.edu.lb. 

The Haret Hreik Task Team includes 
Souheir Assi Mabsout, Mona Fawaz 
(task-team leader}, Mona Harb, and 
Mona Kheshen. 
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II Focus on ... ibsar 

Saving Lebanon's Wild 
Orchids 
Artists and ibsar conserve a 
fragile national treasure 

It was in the pages of Middle East Air

line's Cedar Wings magazine that Carole 

Choucair Oueijan first saw one of Khaled 

Sieem's photographs of Lebanon's wild 

orchids. An artist who lives and works in 

California, Oueijan was visiting Lebanon 

with her family when she was evacuated 

because of the July 2006 war. This 

and oil paintings that she calls "Wild 

Lebanese Orchids." She has already 

completed one mosaic, which you can 

find on her web site (www.FineArtby

Carole.com), and has plans to complete 

many more. "My goal is to show people 

how beautiful these Lebanese orchids 

are and to encourage them to learn 

about biodiversity, ibsar (Initiative for 

Biodiversity Studies in Arid Regions), 

and the need for conservation." 

Oueijan is not the only artist to 

take advantage of ibsar's expertise. 

Elger Esser, who recently curated an 

exhibit at the Sfeir-Semler Gallery in 

"unforgettable experience" strengthened Beirut, contacted ibsar several years 

her attachment to Lebanon. "I wanted to ago. Sleem escorted him to particular 

do something to help," she remembers. sites related to the French era and 

Oueijan decided to use Sleem's photo- to nature reserves in Mount Lebanon, 

graphs as the inspiration for a collection south Lebanon, and the Beqa'a. 

of mosaics, sculptures, watercolors, In addition to being a gifted 

Orchis Morio Ubani 

Cephalanthera damasonium 

photographer, Khaled Sleem is also the 

field coordinator for ibsar, a recently 

established interfaculty center at AUB 

which includes faculty members, 

students, and alumni working to 

promote, explore, and develop 

approaches to nature conservation 

and sustainable futures. Its project to 

conserve Lebanon's native species fits 

nicely into one of its five programmatic 

themes. 

ibsar began its multi-pronged 

project to conserve Lebanon's native 

orchid species in 2005. In addition to 

cooperating with Oueijan on her Wild 

Lebanese Orchids series, it is working 

closely with international scientists on 

this project. They have consulted on 

a regular basis with Jeffrey Wood, a 

taxonomist at the Orchid Herbarium, 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in the 

United Kingdom to verify the identity 

of the orchid species that they have 

collected so far. 

The center has also produced printed 

materials (including a very popular 

2005 calendar . that featured Sleem's 

photographs) to increase awareness 

and appreciation of Lebanon's orchids, 
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and has conducted workshops for 

people who live and work in the areas 

where Lebanon 's orchids are found, 

which is primarily in Mount Lebanon 

and south Lebanon. 

campus 

collection of orchids. lbsar is hoping 

to change that. 

Khaled Hamdan (MS '07), who 

completed his master's thesis 

("Evaluation of the Orchid Species 

Lebanon's wild orchids and explain to 

them their way of life and alert them 

to the fact that Lebanon's orchids are 

endangered." During the workshop, 

Hamdan and Sleem taught the group 

Why are orchids important? It Distribution in the Al-shouf Biosphere of primarily high school students and 

turns out that they are the largest and 

most diverse plant family on earth. 

Orchids are also extremely sensitive 

to environmental changes, which may 

be one of the reasons that they are at 

risk, not just in Lebanon but around 

the world . Orchids are also at risk 

because of neglect and ignorance. 

There are many people in Lebanon , 

for example, who do not know that 

Lebanon has such a rich and diverse 

Orchid Mosaic 
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and their in Vitro Germination 

Potential") in spring 2007 and is now 

a doctoral student at Simon Fraser 

University in Vancouver, Canada, 

conducted a workshop in May 2007 

for 25 volunteers at the AI-Shouf 

Cedar Nature Reserve, Lebanon 's 

largest nature reserve and home 

to more than 500 plant species. 

"Our goal," explains Hamdan, "was 

to inform local communities about 

NGO volunteers how to locate and 

preserve particular orchids. 

"This project is a wonderful 

example of how ibsar works," says 

Salma Talhouk, a professor of 

horticulture and director of ibsar. "We 

cooperate with local stakeholders, 

which is so important and absolutely 

critical to the success of any of our 

projects. We also work at many 

levels: we conduct scientific research, 

look for opportunities to engage the 

public, and involve local communities 

whenever we can." 

In addition to its field activities ibsar 

has initiated laboratory experiments to 

produce Lebanese orchids that do not 

reproduce easily in nature. "We have 

already succeeded in propagating 

three species out of around 20 by 

using sterile micro-propagation 

techniques," says Hamdan. By sharing 

its results with the local landscape 

nursery industry and environmental 

NGOs, ibsar hopes to encourage the 

planting of native orchids in private 

gardens and to reintroduce them 

to their natural habitats. This will 

take time but Talhouk is not worried. 

"Through their active engagement 

in ibsar, AUB faculty, students, and 

alumni have demonstrated their long

term commitment to biodiversity 

conservation in Lebanon and the 

region. "We are here to stay," she 

says. This is good news for Lebanon's 

wild orchids. You can learn more 

about ibsar by visiting their website at 

www.ibsar.org. 
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Ophrys Bronmuelleri Ophrys sintinesii Ophrys sp. 

IBSAR has identified five priorities that guide its work: 

• Identification, Characterization, and Monitoring of Biodiversity: committing to trans-disciplinary research to help 

identify and promote local conservation measures in parallel with scientific assessment of species and habitats to ensure 

that nature and the public are part of all scientific activities. 

• Traditional Knowledge and Biotechnology: using biotechnology and conducting clinical research to investigate ances

tral Arab knowledge in medicine to validate the beneficial effects of plants and other organisms and to explore opportunities 

for their safe use and marketability. 

• Landscape Approach to Biodiversity Conservation: integrating cultural heritage and focusing on local practices as 

part of a holistic approach to biodiversity conservation that ensures responsiveness to the natural, semi-natural, rural, and 

urban context with a focus on ecotourism and recreation. 

• Sustainable Use of Biodiversity: partnering with the private sector and NGOs to conduct research on botanicals to 

generate pioneering ideas leading to the introduction of new products and job creation through new industries. 

• Knowledge Sharing: planning projects and establishing partnerships to expand interest in biodiversity beyond conserva

tionists and nature lovers. 

Other current ibsar init iatives include 

• Establishment of a native tree and plant nursery at AUB's Agricultural Research and Education Center (AREC) in the 

Beqa'a Valley. 

• Support for a campaign to promote dietary diversity in Lebanon through the sustainable use of wild edible plants. 

• A collaborative effort with the Armenia Tree Project to establish tree nurseries and plant community trees in the village 

of Aanjar. 

Cephafanthera rubra Orchis tridentata 
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The first Arab Human Development 

Report, which the United National Devel

opment Programme (UNDP) - Arab 

Fund for Economic and Social Develop

ment issued in 2002, was entitled "Cre

ating Opportunities for Future Genera

tions." The report identified three defi

cits relating to freedom, empowerment 

of women, and knowledge as "serious 

obstacles to human development." It 

went on to describe "lagging human 

development" as a "major obstacle that 

prevents the Arab region from confront

ing the challenges of globalization." The 

UNDP has launched several projects to 

address the "knowledge deficit" includ

ing the Trends in International Math

ematics and Science Study (TIMSS), 

a series of comparative assessments 

that are conducted every four years to 

gather data about trends in math em at

ics and science achievement. 

The data collected in the Arab 

Regional Report for TIMSS 2003 indi

cated that the Arab world fell well below 

the international average both in math

ematics and science with a larger dis

crepancy in fourth grade performance, 

than in eighth grade. The TIMSS survey 

has already led to educational reforms 

in curriculum, evaluation, and assess

ment standards and raised awareness 

in the Arab world of the need for reform 
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in teaching methodologies. The survey 

was conducted again in 2007 in 15 

Arab countries. 

Many AUB faculty members and 

graduates have been involved in edu

cational reform efforts in the region. 

AUB has also played an important role 

in addressing the "knowledge deficit" 

in the Arab world as an institution of 

higher learning and through its support 

of some important regional initiatives 

such as the establishment at AUB of 

the Center for Advanced Mathematical 

Sciences (CAMS). It is probably safe 

to say, however, that the undisputed 

champion of mathematics education in 

the world is Dr. James H. Simons and 

the foundation that he established in 

1994, The Simons Foundation. 

The Simons Foundation has recently 

made a $2 million pledge to estab

lish the Sir Michael Atiyah Chair in 

Mathematical Sciences at AUB. In 

announcing the gift Dr. Simons and his 

wife, Dr. Marilyn Hawrys Simons, spoke 

of their strong personal friendship and 

deep respect for Sir Michael: "We are 

delighted to be associated with the 

establishment of the Sir Michael Ati

yah Chair in Mathematics at AUB. Sir 

Michael is a good friend and someone 

we have admired for many years. He 

has played an important and critical role 

in the University's efforts to reestablish 

itself as a research university. The Sir 

Michael Atiyah Chair will enable the 

university to attract top researchers and 

professors who will provide unparalleled 

educational opportunities for students 

at AUB." 

Faculty of Arts and Sciences Dean 

Khalil Bitar noted that the gift will bring 

new possibilities to the study of math

ematics at AUB: "The recent surge in 

the use of mathematical techniques 

via computer simulations in fields that 

traditionally have not made use of math

ematical analysis and/or mathematical 

modeling will be greatly enhanced with 

leadership in this chair in the math

ematical sciences at AUB." 

In addition to being president and 

founder of Renaissance Technologies 

LLC, an extraordinarily successful pri

vate investment firm, James Simons is 

also founder and chairman of Math for 

America (MfA), an education program 

that provides training and support for 

hundreds of math teachers in New York 

City every year. He and his wife, who 

is president of The Simons Foundation, 

have been involved in education for 

many years as teachers, administrators, 

and philanthropists. Although their sup

port for education is not limited to math

ematical sciences, they have made a 
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number of important gifts in this area. 

In addition to the almost $50 million that 

James Simons has committed to Math 

for America, The Simons Foundation 

has supported the Center for Advanced 

Study at Tsinghua University in Beijing; 

the Mathematical Sciences Research 

Institute in Berkeley, California; and the 

lnstitut des Hautes Etudes Scientifiques 

(IHES) in Bures-sur-Yvette, France. 

AUB's new chair in mathematical sci

ences is being named for one of CAMS's 

years. He was the commencement 

speaker in 2001 and was awarded an 

honorary degree in 2004. His presence 

has been felt most strongly, however, as 

the chair of the CAMS's distinguished 

International Advisory Committee, 

which counsels the president and the 

director of the center on scientific policy 

and programs, a position he has held 

since the center was founded in 1999. 

On several occasions, Sir Michael 

has spoken eloquently and passionately 

strongest supporters: Sir Michael Ati- about the importance of mathemat-

yah, who has been described as "one 

of the greatest living mathematicians" 

and "among the most influential math

ematicians of the 2oth century. " With 

Isadore Singer, he received the second 

Abel Prize (a prize that is widely rec

ognized as the equivalent of the Nobel 

Prize) in 2004 for the Atiyah-Singer 

Index Theorem-an achievement that 

the Norwegian Academy of Science 

hailed as "one of the great landmarks 

of 20th century mathematics." He has 

received numerous honors throughout 

a long and particularly distinguished 

career including a Fields Medal in 1966, 

the Feltrinelli Prize in 1981 , the King 

Faisal International Prize for Science in 

ics. As the commencement speaker 

in 2001 , Sir Michael described math

ematics as "an essential component of 

our world. In all the sciences, physi

cal, biological or social, mathematics 

is increasingly important, and in recent 

years the business and financial com

munity has also woken up to this fact." 

When he was awarded an honorary 

doctorate in 2004, he described himself 

as "a firm believer in the fundamental 

and central role that mathematics plays 

in our modern technological society, 

where it underpins everything from sci

ence and engineering to finance and 

economics. " 

Initiatives such as AUB's Center for 

1987, and the Benjamin Franklin Medal Advanced Mathematical Sciences, the 

in 1993. reintroduction of PhD programs, and 

Sir Michael has been a familiar pres- this gift from The Simons Foundation 

ence on the AUB campus in recent to establish the Sir Michael Atiyah Chair 

Th C • ! f E 

The arab regional 
report for TIMSS 
2003 indicated that 
the arab world 
fell well below 
the international 
average both in 
mathematics and 
sc1ence. 

in Mathematical Sciences are enabling 

AUB to play an even greater role in 

ensuring that education in the region 

"integrates the Arab people into the age 

in which they live, an age governed by 

the exactness of science- its causality, 

rigor, and method." 1 And for James 

and Marilyn Simons, this is exactly the 

role that they hope the University will 

continue to strive to achieve: "For many 

years AUB has been a beacon of schol

arship and tolerance in an embattled 

part of the world. We are pleased to 

think that our contribution will help and 

strengthen the University in con

tinuing to fulfill this important 

mission." 

' 1 Arab Human Development Report 

2002. 

Why do you give? 
"I support and will continue to support AUB because it is the regional portal to the world. 
It has unparalled prestige world wide. It opens more doors for its graduates than any other 

regional university. " 
Mohammed Shurafa (BS '69, MD '73) I Grosse Pointe, MI I Donor since 2002; first gift in 1993 
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A Modern 
Marvel 

on the 
Green 

Oval 

In February 2006, Zaha Hadid Architects (ZHA) 

presented the winning proposal to design and build 

the future home of the Issam Fares Institute for Public 

Policy and International Affairs (IFI) at AUB. Hadid, 

a former AUB student, was the first woman in 2004 to 

win the prestigious Pritzker Prize for architecture. And 

although the undulating, modern structure she designed 

is unlike any other building on campus, it very precisely 

complements and preserves the green campus and 

historic buildings that surround it on the Green Oval. 

The Isaam Fares Institute will be located on the 

site currently occupied by the University Health Services 

Gulbenkian Infirmary on the Green Oval; Nicely Hall is 

just to the East. One defining aspect of this location is 

the number and size of the ficus and cyprus trees, which 

range in age from 100 to 180 years. Many of the trees are 

preserved and incorporated within the design proposal, 

although a few of the palms and cyprus may be displaced 

to other locations on campus. Preserving as many 



Exterior renderings of the new IFI 

of the trees as possible in the existing landscape was 

instrumental in designing the building's 17 meter high 

canteliver and system of slightly sloped ramps. 

Landscaping materials vary from "soft landscape"

like grass, crushed stones, resin bonded pebbles, and 

wood, to "hard landscape" including concrete and 

grey granite paving. These are intended to blend with 

the overall materials proposed for the interior of the 

structure. 

One of the many site challenges was the need to 

introduce a structure that would not undermine the 

existing "viewing tunnels" from the Green Oval towards 

the middle campus and the Mediteranean Sea. As it turns 

out, the proposal actually reduces the current building 

footprint and introduces a generous canteliver. 

The building's conceptual approach is to fold 

and define a series of platforms and zones where the 

character of the interior space will easily define specific 

academic and research areas. The new building is 

accessible through a main exterior stairway connecting 

first and second floor. The first floor incorporates the 

conference/workshop space as well as one breakout 

room. A separate feature stairs connects the first floor 

with the basement where the auditorium is located . 

The IFI directors' office, utilities and the IFI lounge 

are located on the second floor. The third floor houses 

five researchers' offices. Binding the building together 

is a vertical, partly glazed light shaft drawing natural 

light into the interior spaces and contributing to its 

natural ventilation. The fourth floor houses two spacious 

seminar rooms that can each accommodate 35 people 

as well as five research offices, a breakout room, and a 

large internal office generously lit by a west-facing bay 

window. The reading room and the roof terrace are both 

on the fifth floor to allow for a quieter environment. The 

roof terrace is located on the northern side to maximize 

the views of the Mediterranean and the middle and 

lower campus. 
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Founded in 2004, the mission of IFI is to inform and enrich 
debates on public policy and international affairs among 
academics, officials, and civil society activists in the Middle 
East and abroad. In fall 2007 alone, the IFI launched 
an AUB-Arab world climate change forum, a three-year 
project to study the public policy implications of Palestinian 
refugee camps in the Arab world; and a peacemakers' 
lecture series that will bring 1 0 prominent international 
mediators to the University. In addition to international 
conferences, scholarly workshops and seminars, lecture 
series and forums, IFI will house a resource database for 
faculty, intenational fellows, students, and visitors and will 
organize outreach programs with other institutions. 

Learn more about IFI programs 111 future 1ssues of 
MainGate and at http://wwwlb aub.edu lb/-webifi/ 
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have jobs. After being resettled , they are forced 

to commute long distances to get to work or live 

in temporary shelters away from home; children 

have to be transported to schools away from their 

homes at a cost that many cannot afford; inter

family social relations and support systems are 

disrupted. " Far too often, the move to "new and 

improved living conditions" actually ended up 

tNSTtTUTtONAUZtNG 
c:.,.,u A .... E'E:3> c:.e· .... , e· Me··~. ... c; _ .. "'\ I I :n - : I I .... : : ~• I-

Youssef Azzam (MUD '05) , who has been working 

for Dar al-Handasah since 2005 and is now based 

in Erbil , Iraq, draws on the lessons he learned 

while a student at AUB in his everyday work. 

He especially remembers the graduate studio he 

took with Professor Mona Fawaz and Habib Debs 

that focused on the working-class neighborhood 

of Wata al-Musaytbeh in central Beirut. After 

he graduated fro\11 AUB, Azzam began to 

work on a World Bank project in the port city 

of Hodeidah, Yemen. What he found there 

reminded him of the situation he had observed in 

Wata al-Musaytbeh: illegal squatter settlements , 

enormous pressure on inadequate infrastructure 

and municipal services , and overcrowding. 

"People live in these squatter settlements because 

they cannot afford to live anywhere else. They 

need to live somewhere ," he observes. 

Because of the overcrowding and related 

problems, the authorities in Yemen wanted to 

resettle many of these people. Azzam points out, 

however, that efforts to resettle communities-not 

just in Lebanon and the Yemen, but everywhere, 

have often "had a negative social impact on many 

of those who were resettled involuntarily. " He 

observed the same situation in Wata al-Musaytbeh: 

"Many of the people living in these neighborhoods 
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making people's lives worse. 

Azzam proposed a strategy 

to deal with squatter settlements 

in Hodeidah that was similar to 

the one he had developed as part 

of his master's thesis at AUB: the 

establishment of a mechanism that 

he calls the Administration for the 

Regularization, Densification, and 

Upgrading of Squatter Settlements 

(ARDUSS) that would give each 

family legal title to the apartment 

where it lives. He believes that 

it makes sense to put time and 

energy into regularizing and 

improving the situation on the 

ground. Once this is done, you 

can then propose ways to improve 

the overcrowded settlements that 

will please both the people living 

in those communities and the 

authorities . Resolving the 

issue of legal title is critical. If 

families have legal title to the 

places where they live, they 

can then secure funds (from 

micro-finance institutions, 

for example) to upgrade 

their homes. When these 

communities are regularized, 

developers and small business 

people will be more likely to set 

up businesses. Azzam is quick 

to point out that this solution 

would not be appropriate 

for all squatter settlements. 

The people living in these 

communities in Hodeidah and 

Wata al-Musaytbeh , however, 

have jobs and are able therefore 

to get loans-and to repay 

them. 



fabric , and traditional stone houses." 

Residents too were split on what should be 

done. Some wanted their houses to be listed as 

"fully demolished" so they would qualify for full 

compensation. Others argued for keeping homes 

in their demolished state as a way to preserve Bint 

Jbeil's heritage. Al-Harithy remembers, "We tried 

to convince people that these houses would have 

economic value if they were restored and even 

adaptively reused. We also tried to convince the 

funding agent, the Qatari government, to fully 

compensate those with historic houses that were 

F~E:EtUtt.[UNG AFTE:F~ THE: 
JULY 2006 Y~'AB 
Shortly after the end of the July 2006 war, the 

Department of Architecture and Design established 

a Reconstruction Unit to coordinate its work in 

support of Lebanon's reconstruction efforts. The 

unit, which is still very active and works under the 

umbrella of AUB's Task Force for Reconstruction 

and Community Service, includes architects, 

landscape architects , urban designers , planners, 

and civil and traffic engineers, worked on a number 

of projects in the southern suburbs of Beirut and 

south Lebanon, including one focused on Bint 

Jbeil. Howayda ai-Harithy, associate professor of 

architecture, remembers some of the challenges 

that she and her colleague Habib Debs, who jointly 

headed the Reconstruction Unit's task team in Bint 

jbeil, encountered: "There was an intense debate 

between those who argued that the war created an 

opportunity to build a new 'ideal city" and that it 

was important to do this to demonstrate that the 

city had not just survived the bombing campaign, 

but that it was stronger than ever. There were 

others , however, who focused on the need to 

rebuild the city as it was to maintain the history 

and collective memory of the place. " This concern 

for history was especially critical for the AUB team 

because, as al-Harithy explains, "BintJbeil has a 

historic core with Roman traces, a medieval urban 

partially destroyed if they agree to 

restore their homes." Al-Harithy 

and her colleagues engaged in 

long discussions with residents, 

colleagues, and students about 

"heritage" as a living concept. 

Throughout the process , "we 

operated in an interdisciplinary 

fashion, where planning, economy, 

history, development, and 

architecture intersect," she says. 

Because many of the surviving 

historic houses tended to be in 

close proximity to each other, the 

members of the AUB Reconstruction 

Unit suggested that some of the 

three-story apartment buildings that 

were planned for the neighborhood 

include underground parking that 

would be available for those living 

in the historic houses. They also 

looked for ways to reorganize traffic 

patterns and set aside pedestrian 

areas. They recognized, however, 

that architectural design solutions 

could only do so much. It was also 

critical to revive the economic base 

of Bintjbeil and of the other cities 

and villages that suffered extensive 

damage last summer and this would 

take much more than innovative 

design solutions. 

The July 2006 war has given 

a number of AUB faculty members, 

students, and alumni opportunities 

to draw on their architectural skills 

and experience. Rabih Shibli (MUD 

'06) is one of them. He is helping to 

that were destroyed in his village 

of El Qlaile last summer. His 

success in El Qlaile has helped 

to inspire other architects, 

colleagues, friends, and a number 

of AUB students to get involved 

in reconstruction efforts not just 

in El Qlaile, but in other villages 

in south Lebanon as well. 

For example, more than 

40 AUB engineering and 

architecture students participated 

in a one-week Civil Summer 

Camp in late August 2007 

during which they assisted 

with reconstruction and other 

community projects in the 

villages of Tyri, Rcheif, and 

Zebqine. His success has also 

made him realize that "what we 

have done in one village could 

be replicated in other villages 

in the south with a minimal 

amount of funding. " He has 

since established Beit Bil Jnoub, 

a non-profit civil organization 

with a mandate to assist families 

affected by last summer's war 

and to support municipalities 
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and build their capacities to guide and monitor the 

reconstruction process. The organization also seeks 

to provide assistance to institutions and individuals 

to promote local development in devastated 

villages and towns. Beit Bil Jnoub is currently 

collaborating with UN-HABITAT to implement a 

project entitled, Good Governance for Enhanced 

Post-War Reconstruction: An Integrated Approach 

to Respond to Shelter Recovery In Southern 

Lebanon, and is acting as a regional technical 

office (RTO) in the union of municipalities of 

Tyre , in charge of providing technical assistance to 

1,335 homeowners whose houses were completely 

destroyed in 10 localities in the Caza of Tyre. 

In addition to advising on the reconstruction 

of individual homes, Shibli is also concerned 

with the need to find innovative ways to create 

in these villages public open spaces "that are 

responsive to local community needs and that 

can eventually engage other groups and secure 

further development initiatives."l Professor )ala 

Makhzoumi, who taught a third-year ecological 

landscape design studio with Rabih Shibli, 

explained the importance of public spaces in 

a paper that she and Shibli wrote and that she 

presented to the Conference on Globalization and 

Landscape Architecture in Saint Petersburg in 

June 2007 this way: "Public gathering spaces in El 

Qlaile, promenades and amenity landscapes, are 

necessary, not only as places to heal the emotional 

scars of war, but also as means to reconfirm the 

village solidarity and its communal identity in the 

aftermath of war. " 2 
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DESIGNING· 
A C:HH.[•f~E:N'S l.IEU~Af~Y IN 
A f,UElt.tC: G~ABnE:N 

ASSABIL, Friends of Public Libraries, is a Lebanese 

NGO that has been working since 1997 to support 

public libraries in Lebanon in part because of the 

important role that they play as public gathering 

spaces. This is especially relevant in a country 

like Lebanon where there are so few places where 

everyone from all communities and socioeconomic 

backgrounds is welcome. ASSABIL, which man

ages Beirut's only two municipal public libraries 

in Bachoura and Geitawi , is now involved in a 

multi-year project with the Municipality of Beirut 

and the Conseil regional d'lle de France ( CRIF) 

to establish ten new municipal public libraries in 

Beirut. 

As part of this CRIF-funded study, ASSABIL 

commissioned George Arbid, assistant professor 

in the Department of Architecture and Design, to 

design one of the ten new libraries: a children's 

library in the Sanayeh Garden. Arbid decided 

to assign this project to his design studio class . 

Working under the close supervision of Arbid 

and his co-teacher Gregoire Serof, AUB students 

developed plans for the library. It wasn't easy. 

Rola Idriss, who submitted the winning design, 

describes the challenges: "I was being asked to 

build in a green space, in a garden. There are 

so few such places in Beirut, so it was critical to J 
lpreserve as much of the garden as possible." After 

determining that the most suitable location for 

the library was 

the northeastern 

corner of the gar

den, she designed 

a building that 

would run along 

the edge of the 

garden fence 

and would-she 

hopes-actu-

ally enhance the 

garden. 

Designing 

such a narrow 

library, however, 

posed new prob

lems: "I had to 

make sure to 

design this very 

narrow space 

to meet all the 

requirements in 

terms of function

ality and comfort. " 

The proposed 

garden library 

offers both indoor 

and outdoor read

ing spaces and will 

be located close 

to five large eucalyptus trees, which Idriss has 

cleverly used to provide additional solar protection 

for the library. Idriss, who is in her fifth and final 

year at AUB, says she has learned a lot from her 

professors and from the experience of designing 

the library in the Sanayeh Garden. 



CITY DEBATES 
One of the forums in which discussions about 

issues such as public spaces can and do take 

place is City Debates, organized by AUB's 

graduate Urban Planning and Urban Design 

programs in spring 2003. Professor Mona 

Harb, assistant professor in the Department 

of Architecture and Design, who has played 

a critical role in this annual event from the 

beginning and has organized three of the five 

City Debates that have taken place so far, 

explains that the event is part of as a zero-credit 

graduate seminar. Because of the interest in 

urban planning and design issues in Lebanon, 

however, she and her colleagues decided to also 

make it also an annual public seminar series. 

City Debates , which takes place over several 

weeks in the spring and attracts participants and 

audiences from the academic and professional 

world, is organized around a different theme 

each year. In 2006 it focused on "Spaces for the 

Rich: Citizen/Consumer Practices in Affluent 

Beirut. " During the course of the three-day event 

in May, AUB students, faculty members, and 

outside participants discussed the proliferation of 

spaces that target upper-income groups such as 

high-end apartment buildings , gated residential 

compounds, shopping centers, and restaurants 

and how they are changing the way people use 

and feel about the city. Harb says that the goal 

was to encourage "a critical investigation of the 

impact of high-end development on the spatial 

practices of urban dwellers-on how they relate 

to public spaces." A number of commentators 

observed that one of the results of the expansion 

of "spaces for the rich" has been a decrease in 

spaces that are open to all members of the public. 

The proceedings of City Debates 2006, which will 

be published in 2008 in a volume that Harb is 

editing, will be distributed widely, free of charge. 

Al-Harithy, who offered a studio for undergraduate 

architecture students in fall 2006 on Bintjbeil, 

sums it up this way: "Architecture is-or at least 

it should be-about so much more than designing 

an attractive structure. We think it is so important 

to teach our students to use tools of analysis from 

sociology; economics, architecture, and planning 

to come up with solutions that address social, 

economic, and cultural issues. " The opportunity 

to get hands-on experience as part of an academic 

course or while volunteering in the community 

is invaluable for students who are able to see for 

themselves that architecture can and does have an 

enormous impact on how people live and how they 

relate to each other. That is part of what makes 

architecture such so interesting-and so 

rewarding. 

1 Jala Makhzoumi and Rabih Shibli, "Investing Community Spaces: 
Landscape Design for Post-war Reconstruction in El Qlaile Village, 
South Lebanon, " paper presented at the Conference on Globalization 
and Landscape Architecture, Saint Petersburg, June 1-3, 2007. 

21bid. 
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NAC:HAA T A~ S~ OUA YDA 
BARCH '187 
Managing Partner, IDEA sari - Consultants 
Beirut, Lebanon 
www.ideacon.com 

rr y nsp ..... vn 
Natural light has always been and will always remain the 
greatest inspiration for me in my work. Light is the soul of 
a structure or space, be it natural or artificial . Light (emitted 
or reflected) is in a state of permanent, perpetual mutation 
that shapes our world from an intangible nothingness to 
a vibrant and dynamic tangible fullness. I consider that 
architects do not create space; we just entrap space. 
Space has always been waiting for us to create the right 
circumstances to preserve a certain ambience, state and/or 
evolvement of time in space. 

how A-JB sraped my career 
AUB equipped me with a basic analytical approach to life in 
its social, academic, and professional aspects. The rich and 
diverse environment taught me to re-question the obvious 
and to reinvent the invented. AUB cultivated a critical yet 
positive character tamed by a humbled self confidence. 
Simply, it gave me the right tools for a successful career. 

p t'Cts t' a ae ne ~ \ ·orK 
Banque du Liban Annex, Ras Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon; Medgulf Insurance Head 
Quarters, Solidere, Beirut, Lebanon; Um Uthaina Mall, Amman, Amman, Jordan. 

SAMI IEU~AHIM MAf~KUS 
f!IARCH ~70 
Associate, IDEA sari - Consultants 
Beirut, Lebanon 
www.ideacon.com 

rT''J nsp·rat on 
The American architect, Frank Lloyd Wright's transition and 
development during his professional life, has been the basis of 
a lifelong challenge for me. I have tried to develop in a manner 
similar to his. 

'lovv AvB shaped my career ,.. ......... ....~ 
.,....,.,.. AUB provided me with an all encompassing background that I 

have drawn upon to meet the challenges of changing times and 
technologies within the framework of our past. Our rich heritage and 
environment impose constraints on modern architecture. We should 
rise to the challenge, each within his field, for a better way of life. 

pro ec LS that define my work 
Melkart College, Louaizeh, Lebanon; Nation(jj Evangelical Church 
of Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon; Halim & Aida Daniel School of Teutis 
& Hotel Management, University of Balama~ . BalamarTd, · 
Lebanon. r 



THE RUBEll.E HOUSE 

Ouayda and Markus worked together on the 
following (very cool) project: 

Rapid • Reactivation • Return ,. 
Rehabilitation • Relief ., Relocation 

" Reun1te ~ Remolding • Republic • 
Repetition • Resettlement • Resistance • 
Restoration ,. Reconstruction " Remodeling 
• Rubble # Rural • Revival • 

About 1,000,000 displaced ... More then 
120 bridges destroyed ... Majority of roads 
disrupted. 

The genesis of the rubble house 
concept was an urgent response to 
the tragedy of the July 2006 war in 
Lebanon. The significant destruction and 
the substantial leftover debris created 
the immediate need to deal with the 
resulting environmental, social, economic, 
displacement, and logistical issues. Hence, 
the idea of turning a disadvantage into 
an advantage started to materialize. The 
concept of using destruction rubble for 
reconstruction was a simple and straight 
forward solution. This simple concept 
revolves around the idea of entrapping 
rubble in wire mesh cages and further 
developing the Gabion system normally used 
for retaining walls, in order to build up single 
story structures in the rural areas of the t south of Lebanon 



Associate, Polypod Studio 
Beirut, Lebanon 

polypodstudio.com 

The architecture of Hassan ~thi. 

The watercolors of Omar Onsi. 

Books like Architecture without Architects by Bernard Rudofsky, 

and Architecture in Lebanon by Friedrich Ragette {who was my 

teacher at AUB as well) and related environmental and regional 

subjects. My travels to France, Italy, Egypt, India, the United 

States, Algeria etc. 

how AUB shaped my career 
I studied at AUB during the civil war years, from 1978 to 

1983. Beirut was at war but the AUB campus provttled os with 

a beautiful and safe haven where cyclamen flowered in the 

spring and the beach was at our feet. At AUB, I was introduced 

to the architectural world and the culture of student life. My 

journey through five years of preparation for the architectural 

degree· was a memorable one, and my relationships with 

classmates and with faculty continue to remain very strong. 

During those five years, courses like Regional Architecture 

opened my eyes to my immediate surroundings; Design Studios 

and History of Art and Architecture courses opened my eyes to 

the world at large. In addition to the teachers , our classmates 

and architecture students from other years created a culture 

very particular to the AUB School of Architecture. The "vertical " 

relationship between students from different years and the 

intense interchange between them was a crucial part of my 

education. This relationship extended beyond the school walls 

and into music, theater, dance, book illustration, and into my 

professional career later on. It is with great pride that 1 talk 

about those five years. That experience has remained vivid to 

me as I have come back to AUB as a part-time teacher and as 

a consultant on AUB projects. 

projects that define my work 
Noubarieh Farm House, Egypt; De-Prague (pub/cafe) Hamra, 

Beirut, Lebanon; Wadi Abu Jmil Courtyard (residential project) , 

Solidere, Beirut, Lebanon. 



f~A.MSE:Y HA.r•r•Ar• 
~A.RC:H ·~91 
Director of the Architectural Department, Dar AI Handassah 
(Shair and Partners) 
Beirut, Lebanon 

www.dargroup.com 

my inspiration 
The interplay between the concepts of physical sciences, 
biology, and architecture to create new organizational models. 

how AUB shaped my career 
Despite the civil war, AUB has always remained vibrant, 
always reflecting values of diversity, cultural innovation, 
and creativity. AUB has always stressed high academic 
standards and is committed to the ideals of critical thinking, 
open debate, and diversity. I was fortunate to be raised in 
the AUB neighborhood where AUB has greatly influenced 
and contributed to the social , cultural, and economic health 
of Ras Beirut. This impacted not only my career but also 
my self motivation to achieve whenever possible a better 
environment. I graduated from AUB with the first prize Areen 
Award of Excellence in Architecture and a strong will and 
determination to succeed in a career that will contribute 
to the development and the well being of man. I think that 
this is possible at Dar AI Handasah, one of the largest 
engineering and design practices in the world . 

projects that define my work 
Angola Public Television, Angola; Winter Themed Park; 
Outpatient Clinics, Lebanon. 

MONA. E:t. HA.l.l.A.K 
BA.RC:H '90 
Freelancer/consultant 
Beirut, Lebanon 

my inspiration 
The city of Beirut with all that it offers: the old beautiful 
heritage buildings, the hidden jewels of modern architecture, 
the Mediterranean sunlight, the vibrant streets, the vendors' 
shouts, the bloom of the violet jacarandas, the Corniche 
walks , the smell of jasmine in the alleys at night, the sea, 
and above all the people and their way of life. I design from 
and for this city. 

how AUB shaped my career 
Jabado Residential Building, Sakiet El Jenzir, Beirut, 
Lebanon (under construction) ; Burj Kronfol (in joint venture 
with A&G Design) ; residential tower, Mathaf, Beirut, 
Lebanon (under construction) ; Bank Med Branch Building, 
Chiyyah, Lebanon. 



KAMAL FAF:tJD HOMSI 
BAF=tCH '71 
Managing Partner, Kamal Homsi Architects 

Beirut, Lebanon 

www.archika.com 

my 1nspirat on 
Richard Meier, Norman Foster, and Tadao 

An do. 

how AUB shaped my 
career 
I think my university years at AUB was the 

golden age of the school of architecture. We 

were lucky to have Dean Raymond Ghosn, 

an exceptional figure, who dedicated his 

entire time and soul to our education. His 

courses in architectural philosophy will 

always be remembered . I cannot count how 

many endless nights he would stay with us 

in Wing A, giving us support and advice. He 

satisfied our souls and our stomachs with 

the cakes he would bring after midnight to 

feed our hunger. 

Professor Assem Salam had a 

big influence on our understanding of 

conceptual architecture. Khalil Khoury 

always added his artistic zest, while 

Friedrich Ragette gave us the culture and 

knowledge of traditional architecture with a 

sense of rigor and precision. 

AUB was also a microcosm of Lebanon 

following the 1967 Six-Day War. We would 

spend hours discussing political and social 

problems, discussions that sometimes ended 

in strikes, counterstrikes, and clashes. 

Graduating from AUB gave us the 

necessary technical background and 

knowledge that helped us face the changes 

that were going to affect the future of the 

country. 

projects that define my 
work 
Cultural & Congress Center, Dbayeh, Lebanon; 

Bassoul, Heneine SAL (BMW, Renault & Alta 

Romeo show-rooms) Bauchrieh, Lebanon; Villa 

Bassil, Faqra, Lebanon. 
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MUSTAF,HA JUN[U 
ftAf:tCH '00 
Designer, Diller Scofidio + Renfro New York, NY 

www.dsrny.com 

my insp ration 
Painting (Francis Bacon) 

Interdisciplinary Art (Mathew Barney) 

Landscape Art (Earthworks period) 

how AuB shaped my career 
My education at AUB gave me the skills and tools to engage 

constructively with the constantly changing surrounding 

conditions achieved through a strong conceptual and analytical 

framework. It offered me a comprehensive understanding of 

the complex layers and networks governing spatial production. 

projects that def1ne my work 
Slaughterhouse and Others, Beirut, Lebanon: BArch Thesis 

Project (AUB); Extreme Landscapes, Helsinki, Finland; March 

Design Studio (Yale School of Architecture) ; Everything In 

Between, New Mexico, USA; March Design Studio (Yale 

School of Architecture). 

ZONf OF INTERSECTION 

L __ • 



} DEFINING ROAD AND WATEFRONT 
EDGES AS LOCATIONS Of 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND OPEN SJ?OCE 

GHAZI BAKE: f~ 

BARC:H '91 
Managing Partner, Consolidated Consultants and Associates 
Beirut, Lebanon 
www.consolidatedconsu ltants. net 

my nsp rat1on 
I believe that architectural creativity is first and foremost a 
process- and that what inspires us is actually a constantly 

evolving and shifting array of things that touch us creatively. 
Architects today may be inspired by or connected to 
other prominent architects. In this age of instantaneous 
global communication, everything is a potential source of 
inspiration, from movies to industrial design, from music 
to science and technology. Anything may trigger an "idea." 

Subconsciously we absorb so much information from so 
many sources that I don 't think we can define one great 
inspirational source. If I had to name any one inspiration, 

it would be life, with a craving for information, whether 
intellectual or drawn from popular culture. Similarly, outlets 
for creativity are also limitless. Architecture, being an all

encompassing medium, is a perfect vessel , but admittedly 
slow. This is the main reason for my parallel venture into 
painting. 

how AUB shaped my career 
AUB was a unique experience, and it helped shape more 
than just my career. AUB provides the tools necessary to 
mold the intellect of young men and women. It is up to the 

individual student to decide what to do with the tools at his 
or her disposal. Mostly though, this institution provides an 

environment of intellectual and educational nourishment 
that is incomparable in the region. 

prOJects that def ne my work 
Flare, Jubail, KSA; Nautilus, Khobar, KSA; Perlita Gardens, 
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YASSE:F~ KAAKt 
BARCH '93 
General Manager, BLU 
Jeddah/KSA and Beirut /Lebanon 

r r '-1 I r 
Issues of creativity, consistency, communication skills, presentation, 

seriousness, conceptual thinking, analytical approach, and productivity 

were addressed at AUB and then applied in real life. They constituted the 
bridge between the world of academia and my professional life. 

r 
J 

My personal involvement with architecture started when I was a kid and 

became real during my first semester at AUB in 1988. Since then, my 
journey has been one of continuous development of the guidelines and 

concepts acquired during my five years of study at AUB. 

The theories we learned, the campus life, the daily interaction with 

professors and students, and the variety of courses I took in addition to my 

architecture studies all shaped my professional career and enabled me to design 

and manage projects all over the region during the last 15 years primarily in 

Morocco, Egypt, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia. 

I work hard to ensure that my projects offer the client a total solution 

that is based on a critical and analytical approach to design, tailored to the 

project type (whether residential, commercial , public ... ) and with careful 

consideration to programs, aesthetics, social issues, site constraints, the 
environment, engineering, and budget. 

One thing is for sure: AUB graduates well-rounded students who 

are equipped with the basic tools they need for success and are ready to 
compete and even be leaders in their areas of specialization as well as in 

other related fields. 

or sc s tha d ~ r ' 1 

Grand Rotana, Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt (SOC company); Private Resort, 

Marrakech, Morocco (SOC company) ; Ministry of Defense and Aviation 

Offices, Jeddah, KSA 



·II ing in a Beirut Suburb." 
. I out as an architect, is 

now a shoe desigl_!er in London. was named a 2007: S 

You can see her wor Human Rights Fellow at the UG 

a fellowship that took her bacl< 

to Lebanon and gave lier a 

chance to get some hands-on e~erience. 

she examined practices, policies, and oel:iates 

shaping the reconstruction process in the soutliern 

• • I I ... 
left without shelter or access to basic services while 

the reconstruction process was bogged down in post-

war local and re~onal political crises. 

She has participated in many: other projects 



BACK 
TO THE 
BOOKS 

CNN news chief Eason Jordan trains reporters on war coverage 

AUB educates :more than 7,000 students on ca:mpus, but Regional 

External Progra:ms (REP) is increasingly bringing all kinds of 

professionals back to the classroom. Whether it is teaching 

investigative journalism or establishing a school in Dubai, REP 

takes AUB expertise out to the co:m:munity. 



AUB's Office of Regional External Programs has been 

responding to-and anticipating-the needs of the 

community for more than 30 years. Although it was 

originally established to preserve AUB's regional presence 

during the Lebanese civil war, it sponsors a number 

of programs that serve the needs of the community in 

Beirut, Lebanon, and the region. 

CEC: Lifelong learning for all 
The Continuing Education Center, which was 

established in 1982, offers courses and workshops 

primarily in business, information technology, and 

languages. Although many students take individual 

courses, they can also choose to enroll in one of CEC's 

certificate programs in human resource management, 

accounting, marketing, information technology, and 

office management. CEC is offering its first diploma 

program in human resource management in fall 2007. 

George Farag, acting director of CEC, explains that 

students will be required to complete seven courses 

(instead of the four courses that are required in the 

certificate program) and an internship to earn a diploma. 

The introduction of diploma programs is just 

one way that REP and CEC are adjusting to meet the 

academic and professional needs of its growing number 

of enthusiastic students. There has been a dramatic 

increase in the number of students enrolled in CEC 

courses in recent years: from 404 in 2003-04 to 602 in 

2006-07. Hassan Diab, vice president for REP, points 

out proudly that there was a 29 percent increase in the 

number of CEC students between 2005-06 and 2006-07. 

Who are these students? Almost 60 percent of them are 

women; half of them are between the ages of 20 and 30, 

85 percent are between the ages of 20 and 40. Although 

students are primarily from business-related fields such 

as marketing, accounting, and administration, there 

are also engineers, pharmacists, lawyers, and teachers 

enrolled in CEC courses. Sixty percent of CEC students 

have a university degree; 26 percent have completed 

high school. 

They are people like Mohamad Safa, who took 

English Level 5 this past summer. Safa, who has a PhD 

from Toulouse University lii-Paul Sabatier, returned 

to Lebanon in 2005 after a long career in France as a 

professor of nuclear physics so his children "could learn 

Mohamad Safa 

Arabic and be involved 

in the culture and 

appreciate the affection 

of the family. " He quickly 

discovered that he needed 

to improve his English 

language skills. As he 

explains, "English is 

needed for everything." 

When he asked friends and colleagues where he should 

go, everyone recommended CEC. He says that his 

English language skills have improved after just one 

course. 

Rania Hassan was prompted to take courses at 

CEC by the desire to "develop her skills as a medical 

representative" for Sanofi-Aventis, one of the world's 

leading pharmaceutical companies, where she has 

been working for four years. As a result of taking 

marketing courses at CEC, she "now understands how 

the marketing and sales departments work to serve the 

business." Hassan has also acquired skills that have had 

a more direct bearing on her job: "Our sales manager 

prepares the forecast for the coming year based on 

the sales targets from each sales rep. Thanks to the 

Sales Management Course 

I took, I learned how to do 

sales forecasting and in the 

process realized that I had 

overestimated my sales target 

for the next year. Because I 

understood how forecasting 

was done, I was able to 

discuss the budget with the 

sales manager and make the 

necessary adjustment. " 
Rania Hassan 

Since january 2006, Bader Mouseli has managed 

the Accounting Department for the Shrimpy chain 

of restaurants in Lebanon. He initially found the 

job challenging because "the system is completely in 

English" and he was required to prepare all financial 

statements according to the American system. He 

realized that he needed to take some courses that would 

"help me in my job." When a friend told him about the 

accounting courses at CEC, he enrolled. He has since 

taken four accounting courses, which have given him a 
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much greater understanding of the American accounting 

system. Along the way, he has also earned a certificate 

in accounting that he believes will serve him well 

throughout his career. 

New initiatives 
In addition to increasing the course offerings at CEC, 

REP has also launched some new initiatives such as 

the Journalism Training Program QTP) , which was 

established to provide journalists from the region with 

training in reporting, online journalism, ethics, writing 

and editing-in other words , in all topics related to 

journalism. The program was established with the 

generous support of Sarah S. Alfadi , a Saudi-American 

lawyer and activist. 

JTP's founding director is Magda Abu-Fadil, who 

has worked as a foreign correspondent and editor with 

many international news agencies and also taught 

journalism at American University in Washington, DC. 

In addition to directing the program, she also leads some 

of the training activities. JTP's first project was a series 

of six training courses funded by the Dutch Embassy 

on investigative journalism, election coverage, war 

coverage/safety for journalists, newsroom management, 

citizen/online journalism, and environment/science 

journalism that began in July 2007 and concluded in 

November. Participants, who were required to have at 

least two years of relevant work experience, came from 

the worlds of print, broadcast, and on-line media and live 

and work in lebanon, Iraq, Jordan , Saudi Arabia, Oman, 

and Yemen. Although these particular workshops have 

been conducted primarily in Arabic, JTP is able to offer 

workshops in Arabic, English, and French. 

Abu-Fadil reports that the initial evaluations have 

been very positive. One student commented after 

completing the workshop on investigative journalism 

that she now wishes she had asked more questions and 

been more thorough when pursuing a story. Another 

participant in the same workshop said, "Now I know 

what it means to be a professional journalist." looking 

ahead, Abu-Fadil says that her dream "is to set up a 

fully integrated multimedia newsroom with cutting edge 

hardware and software to simulate the real environment 

of news organizations." An ambitious goal perhaps, but 

the JTP is certainly off to a promising start. 

IPJ director Magda Abu-Fadil 

Establishing and managing 
educational institutions in the 
region 
In addition to new initiatives such as the Journalism 

Fellowship Program and CEC's first diploma program, 

REP is also continuing to do what it has done so well 

for so many years: provide technical assistance and 

support for the establishment of educational institutions 

throughout the Middle East. In addition to Dhofar 

University (see MainGate, winter 2007, page 28), REP 

is involved in establishing a private school in Dubai, 

providing technical assistance to the University College 

of Bahrain and the Ahfad University for Women in 

Sudan, and academic consulting for Qatar University 

and the Fahad Bin Sultan National University in Tabuk, 

Saudi Arabia. "REP has played an important role in 

the region for many years," says Diab. "My colleagues 

and I are looking forward to building on that 

impressive record of accomplishment in the 

future ." 

In addition to Dhofar University, REP is involved in 

establishing a private school in Dubai, providing technical 

assistance to the University College of Bahrain and the Ahfad 

University for Women in Sudan, and academic consulting 
for Qatar University 
and the Fahad Bin 
Sultan National 
University in Tabuk, 
Saudi Arabia." 
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Beyond Bliss Street 

On Thursday July 5, AUB announced 

the results of the inaugural election 

of the Worldwide Alumni Association 

of the American University of Beirut 

0/VAAAUB). (Please see below for a 

complete list of the men and women 

who were elected.) In August, the 

members of the Board of Directors 

elected the executive officers who 

will serve on the WAAAUB Board of 

Directors Executive Committee. 

HE Dr. Khalil Makkawi (Lebanon), 

the former ambassador of Lebanon 

to the United Nations and the current 

president of the Lebanese Palestinian 

Dialogue Committee, was unanimously 

chosen as president of the Executive 

Committee. The other officers are 

Genane Maalouf (North America) , 

vice president; Muhieddine Doughan 

(Lebanon) , secretary; and Karam 

Doumit (Ecuador) , treasurer. 

Although the first meeting of the 

a l u m n 

WAAAUBelected officials and members 

in Beirut has been postponed until 

January 2008, the work to establish 

WAAAUB's Standing Committees and 

to reach out to AUBites worldwide is 

well underway. WAAAUB has also 

launched its website which you will find 

by clicking on "Alumni and Friends" on 

AUB's home page. 

In a recent message to alumni 

from the WAAAUB leadership, Dr. 

Makkawi (president of the Board 

of Directors) and Faisal AI Mutawa 

(president of the Alumni Council) wrote: 

"Along with all the other elected board 

and council members, we pledge to 

fulfill the mission of the WAAAUB to 

the best of our abilities. In this effort, 

we will be relying on your support 

and input as individual alumni and 

alumni chapters and branches as we 

work to effectively put into place an 

association serving the needs of the 

Alumni Elected to the Europe: Talal Farah 
(BA '62, MA '70) 

happenings 

Worldwide Alum ni Association of 
the Am erican University of Beirut 

alumni worldwide and of our beloved 

Alma Mater. " 

The leadership and all elected 

alumni of WAAAUB look forward to 

receiving your input as they build this 

historic association. Please email your 

comments to: waaaub@aub.edu.lb 

The WAAAUB, which was established 

by AUB's Board of Trustees in 2006, is 

the only international alumni association 

acknowledged by AUB and includes all 

alumni chapters throughout the world. 

In addition to the 15-member Board of 

Directors, the association also includes 

an international Alumni Council of more 

than 130 members who represent AUB 

alumni worldwide. 

Others: 
Mahmoud Abdul Baki WAAAUB AUB Board of Trustees 

Young Trustee Lebanon: Nabil Dajani Lebanon (1 year) 
(BE '60, ME '66) 

Abdulsalam Haykal (BA '01) (BA '57, MA '60) 

2007 Trustee MENA: Abdul Hamid Bibi Muhieddine Doughan 

(BBA '64) Lebanon (1 year) Secretary 

Official Yusef Abu Khadra (BBA (BS '80, MS '82) 
'69); Raja Trad (BA '77) North America: Genane 

Election 
Maalouf, Vice-President Samir Abou Jaoude 

(BBA '98) Lebanon (1 year) (BS '58) 
Board of Directors 

Results Regional Representatives Rest of the World*: Karam Ricardo Yazbeck Karam 

(2 years) Doumet, Treasurer Lebanon (1 year) (BS '91) 

Asia: Saadia Chisti 
(BBA '78, MBA '80) Fouad Kronfol 

[alphabetical order] North America (1 year) (BS 
(O.Ed '57, MA '59) '57; MA '70) 
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MIDDLE EAST 
Agricultural Chapter 

On August 19, the Agricultural and 

Food Sciences Chapter, in coordina

tion with the Agricultural Research and 

Education Center (AREC), organized 

the annual Sweet Corn Day. Eight

hundred guests including AUB alumni, 

members of the AUB community, and 

their families flocked to the Beka'a, 

where the AUB farm is located, to get 

a first taste of the crop and enjoy a 

day of festivities. A special folk dance 

group from Baalbek performed a tra- Jordan Chapter iftar 

chicken, baked potatoes, salad, hom- prizes. We were happy to see so many 

mos, fresh fruit, and lots of sweet young alumni. 

corn . The event was sponsored by 

FAFS-AREC, TANMIA, and UNIFERT. Kuwait Chapter 

The Kuwait Chapter had its first 

Jordan Chapter Ramadan Ghabga/Suhur at the Hilton 

The Jordan Chapter held a recep- Resort, Mangaf on Friday, October 
The Baalbek Folk Dance Group show off 
their talent for dancing the dabkeh. 

ditional Lebanese marriage, dancing 

the local dabkeh and hennah dances, 

prompting many enthusiastic guests 

to join in. The group also performed 

a dabkeh with horses-much to eve

ryone's delight. The day started with 

a delicious breakfast of manakeesh, 

followed by a lunch of barbecued 

tion at its club to welcome incoming 

students from Jordan. Members of 

the Jordanian Cultural Club met with 

the students and gave them advice on 

registration , accommodation , social 

life, and how to handle their expenses. 

On September 28, the chapter held 

a Ramadan suhur evening at La 

Cocina for 300 alumni and friends 

who enjoyed bingo, cards, and lots of 

At-Large Alumni Council Youseff Dagher 
(WMAUB Elections cont.) (2 years) (BBA '98) 

Recent Graduates Europe 
Khalil Makkawi Ziad Halabi Leila Alameddine 

5. Around 300 AUB alumni gathered 

and enjoyed a casual and relaxing 

evening. 

Saudi Arabia Eastern Province 

The AUB alumni in the Eastern Province 

of Saudi Arabia held their annual suhur 

at the Nesma Compound ai-Khobar on 

September 27 for around 500 alumni 

and friends. Sheikh Saleh AI-Turki , a 

Mohammad El Ansari 
(2 years) (BS '00; MPH '04) 

Rafi Atamian 
(2 years) (BS '85, MD '89) 

Lebanon (1 year) Asia (1 year) (BBA '03) (2 years) (BA '85, MA '88) Donald Babikian 
tPresident (BA '54} Nicolas Khoury Mark Daou (1 year) (BS '00) 
Zahi Masri Lebanon (2 years) (1 year) (BBA '01) Hala Badreddine 
MENA (2 years) (BA '74) (BBA '05) Hisham El Solh (2 years) (BSN '93, 
Joannis Violaris Ayman Kichly (2 years) (BA '61) BS '93, MPH '95) 
Europe (2 years) (BA '78) Europe (2 years) (BE '03) Arabelle EI-Barbir 
Maha Zabaneh 

Lebanon (2 years) (BA '97, MA '05) 
North America (1 year) (BA Asia Faisal Alami Randa Bdeir 
'84) Daniel Azzi (2 years) (BE '75) (1 year) (BBA '79, MS '92) 

(1 year) (BS '86) 
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prominent intellectual, philanthropist, 

and businessman, was the featured 

-and outstanding-guest speaker. 

In his speech, Sheikh Saleh stressed 

the importance of the role of AUB, 

not only as an educational center, but 

also as a center of cultural integration 

and liberal thinking. His Excellency the 

Lebanese ambassador to the Kingdom 

of Bahrain attended the event, as did 

alumni members from the Riyadh and 

Bahrain branches. Guests enjoyed 

prizes, live Lebanese music, and a 

slideshow of historic photos of AUB 

and Lebanon. The proceeds from the 

event were donated to the Eastern 

Province Saudi Arabia Scholarship 

Fund which has paid the tuition of 

eight students. 

a l u m n 

NORTH AMERICA 
Montreal Chapter 

On May 12 the Montreal Alumni 

Chapter-with the Coalition of Pro

fessionals Canada Lebanon (CPCL} 

and Jamhour Alumni Canada (AJC) 

-held a gala dinner at the elegant 

ballroom of Le Windsor in downtown 

Montreal. The event, which celebrated 

the 140th anniversary of AUB, brought 

together AUBites and showcased the 

Lebanese diaspora's strong support 

for Lebanon. Riad Salame (BA '73), 

the governor of the Lebanese Central 

Bank, was honored for his outstand

ing achievements . Distinguished 

keynote speakers included Lebanese 

Minister of Culture Tarek Mitri and 

Eastern Province Suhour. Dr. lrnad Balbaaki, Mirna Aoun, Dr. Marwan Gholrnieh, Rachad Aoun, Dr. 
Hissa Moarnmar, Dr. Tawfik Zein, Sheikh Saleh AI Turki, Usama Turk, Noha Abi Akar, Faris Jebara, Omar 
Wehbe, Hassan AI-Husseini. 

Rami Samir Chidiac 
(1 year) (BBA '87) 

Haifa Cortbawi 
(2 years) (BS '01) 

Ghina Sabra Dandan 
(1 year) (BA '90, MMB '94) 

Dania Dbaibo Darwish 
(2 years) (BBA '97, MA '07) 

Rabih Fakhreddine 
(2 years) (BBA '06) 

Ramez Haddad 
(2 years) (BS '7 4) 

Jad El Hajj 
(2 years) (BS '01) 

Raja Faris Hajjar 
(2 years) (BS '50, MS '52) 

Sophie Hallal 
(2 years) (BS '00, MBA '04) 

Khaled Hanbali 
(1 year) (BS '91) 

Huda Abu-Saad Huijer 
(1 year) (BSN '71) 

Wadad EI-Husseiny 
(1 year) (BA '88, teaching 
diploma '91, MA '94) 

Rima AI Kadi 
(2 years) (BBA '79) 

Georges Kanaan 
(1 year) (BE '68) 

Beyond Bliss Street 
ha p pe n i n gs 
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Montreal gala 

James Zoghby, president of the Arab 

American Institute in Washington, DC. 

During the gala, Chapter 

President Mona Ahdab thanked the 

large audience and spoke of the key 

role AUB has played in the region 

throughout its 140 year history. She 

urged the alumni in the diaspora and 

more specifically the more than 5,000 

alumni in North America to mobilize to 

support the University and maintain its 

legacy and mission . In his remarks, 

Dr. Donald Edde, former president of 

the Montreal Chapter and president 

of CPCL and AJC, also emphasized 

that the best way to support Lebanon 

would be to uphold and strengthen 

the role of AUB. 

This event, attended by 

260 alumni and friends as well as 

prominent Canadian officials, MPs, 

and ministers was preceded by an 

afternoon symposium at Concordia 

University entitled: "An Outlook on 

Lebanon : Economic and Cultural Per

spectives." Riad Salame, Tarek Mitri , 

and James Zoghby addressed an 

audience of more than 300 students 

on various economic and social topics 

related to Lebanon. 

Thanks to generous sponsors, 

$22 ,500 in net proceeds from the gala 

evening were donated to the Epileptic 

Fund at AUB. 

New York Metropolitan Chapter 

With a newly elected Executive Com

mittee in place, the New York Metro

politan Chapter has been hard at work 

and organized various activities during 

the spring and summer months: 

Film screening: the chapter 

(WAMUB Elections cont.) Nader El Nakib Bassam Sawaya 

Nasri Kawar (2 years) (BA '95) (1 year) (BE '89) 

(2 years) (BS '56, MS '59) Lamia Osseiran Fouad Tarazi 

Pierre El Khoury (2 years) (BS '86) (2 years) (BE '02} 

(1 year) (BE '98, ME '06) Makram Rabah Samir Traboulsi 

organized an outing for the showing 

of the Lebanese movie "Falafel" at 

the Tribeca Film Festival in the spring, 

which about 30 alumni and friends 

attended. 

Happy Hours: in keeping with 

a rooftop bar theme, the chapter 

organized two happy hours at New 

York City landmarks - at a rooftop bar 

underneath the Empire State Building 

and at another rooftop bar behind 

the New York Public Library in Bryant 

Park. 

New York Metropolitan Chapter taking 1n 
the view of the Empire State Building. Left 
to right: Nada Hamade (BS '02), Tala Raad 
(BBA '04), Roland Abi-Nader (BE '02). Rami 
Salameh. Bassam Khattab. Lara Mezher
Khattab (BEN '02). 

Haifa Dia (AI Attiah) 
(2 years) (BA '75} 

Marwan Gholmieh 
(1 year) (BA '69) 

Roula Harb 

Hanna Kobeissi (1 year) (BA '03, MA '07) (1 year) (BE '73, ME '75, (1 year) (BA '80) 

(1 year) (BS '84, MPH '86) Mazen El Refai 
MBA '80) 

Marwan Hayek 

Maroun Merhi (2 years) (BS '92) 
MENA 

(2 years) (BS '72, MS '7 4) 

(1 year) (BS '81, BBA '82) Alain Nabil Sabri Amer Bibi Haya Mohammed Imam 
Gladys Mouro (1 year) (BS '88, MD '92) (2 years) (BBA '72) (1 year) (BBA '99) 
(1 year) (BSN '76) Philip Saleh Nabil Zaki Boulos Diala Jawhary 
Iskandar Moussa (1 year) (BARCH '98) (1 year) (BE '66) (2 years) (BS '98) 
(1 year) (BE '94) Doris Saouma Mazen Dajani May AI Otaibi AI-Khalifah 

(1 year) (BA '02) (2 years) (BBA '58, MA '69) (2 years) (BA '72) 
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New York Metropolitan Chapter p1cnic 1n Central Park 

May Nasr Concert: the chapter 

took advantage of Lebanese singer 

May Nasr's presence in the United 

States to organize a concert at the AUB 

offices in August. May, on her acoustic 

guitar, performed some of her own 

songs in addition to pieces by Fairuz 

and the Rahbani brothers. All proceeds 

from the concert went to the NY Met 

Chapter AUB Scholarship Fund. 

Picnic: to mark the end of sum-

which started at noon and continued 

until the park closed at dusk, attracted 

more than 50 alumni and friends who 

enjoyed delicious Lebanese food. 

The chapter is also actively 

reaching out to young alumni new 

to the NY Metro area. Please visit 

the chapter web page at www.aub. 

edu/nymetalumnichapter for details. 

Ottawa Chapter 

happenings 

Vincent Massey Park. Kudos to all the 

alumni (and their mothers!) who did 

the catering and to the volunteers who 

stood by the gigantic inferno BBQ and 

cooked delicious kebabs. Hershey's 

Shoppe: On August 26, alumni and 

friends discovered a "must stop" 

for chocolate lovers at Smiths Falls, 

located along the beautiful Rideau 

Canal. Who can say "no" to a tour of 

a chocolate factory? After visiting the 

Hershey's Shoppe, the group headed 

to the river locks to grab a bite and 

enjoy the view ... lftar: On Wednesday, 

September 26, a group of alumni and 

friends headed to Uncle Louis for a tra-

mer, the chapter organized a picnic BBQ picnic: The Ottawa Chapter held ditional iftar meal of dates, pistachios, 
the weekend after Labor Day at Sheep their traditional annual BBQ picnic with sesame snaps, homemade lentil soup, 
Meadow in Central Park. The event, fellow alumni and friends on July 14 at and Middle-Eastern cuisine. 

Raja Khouri North America 
(1 year) (BA '74) Ghassan Abou-Samra 

Zeina Mardini (1 year) (BE '02) 

(1 year) (BS '06) Lina Badih 

Fawzi Melhem 
(2 years) (BA '97) 

(2 years) (BS '01, MS '02) Rita Chalabi 
(2 years) (BA '80) 

Mona Fuleihan Miqdadi 
Samer Dibs 

(2 years) (BA '66) 
(2 years) (BS '85, MD '89) 

Randa Nabulsi Mohamad Elfakhani 
(1 year) (BS '77) (1 year) (BS '01, MD '06) 
Jihane Najjar Farid Hadda 
(1 year) (BA '01, MA '03) (1 year) (BA '41, MD '48) 
George Riachy Suheil Muasher 
(2 years) (BARCH '00) (1 year) (BS '72, MD '76) 

Samir Samaha 
(2 years) (BBA '79) 

Hadia Shbaklo 
(1 year) (BS '94, MS '96) 

Leila Tarazi 
(2 years) (MA '72) 

Rest of the World* 
Abdelatif Belmehdi 
(2 years) (BS '7 4) 

.. "Rest of the World' consists 
of Africa, Latin America, 
Australia, and other island 
nations in the Pacific (not 
Included in the Asia region) 
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a l u m n happen ngs 

Medicine Class 
of 1982 

Reunion in North 
America 
Instead of a reunion you join a gym or start yoga. Or do anything else. Sound familiar? After 25 years, there are no 
more excuses for missing a reunion. Dr. Akram Talhouk (MD '82) writes about planning a North American reunion, 

the joy of meeting classmates' children, and a plan to honor the memory of those who couldn't be there. They 
won't wait another 25 years for their next reunion. 

Plan it and they will come 

We have talked about this for a number 

of years but never got around to doing 

anything about it. Mini-reunions hap

pened here and there. Summer in 

Beirut was always a good time to see 

some of the boys and girls. But we 

never had an official reunion. And 

time flies: it is like mercury in your 

hand; it slips, and the more you want 

to hold on to it the more slippery it is. 

Five years after graduation was 

"no time at all." Deep in residency, five 

years is just about the time you start to 

see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

Ten years after graduation you are 

trying to establish a practice, organize 

a life, adjust to a new country, or to 

an old one with a new scarred face. 

Fifteen years, you are either struggling 

with diapers or you have just emerged 

from the world of diapers and are 

plunging into the dungeons of the 

teenage years. Twenty years after 

graduation you suppress the memory 

of the fact because ... it just cannot be. 
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No way, do you really mean we have 

reached the age that our parents were 

when we went to medical school?! 

Instead of a reunion you join a gym or 

start yoga. Twenty five years ... that is 

a landmark that you cannot dismiss, 

suppress, ignore, or neglect. It hits 

you in the face like a pie flung at you 

from the sinkhole of time. You are 

circling the drain towards the worm

hole that will catapult you to your next 

state of existence and the 25 year pie 

is circling up towards you. You just 

cannot avoid it...it slams you right in 

the face. 

Let's go back to the Class 

of 1982. We planned it and we came. 

We all met one early morning in early 

October 1977 in front of the Basic 

Science Building. We were proud, 

happy, excited, and definitely anxious. 

We came from Beit Meri, we came 

from Beirut, we came from Tripoli, 

Kaura, and Zgharta. We came from 

Marji'yoon, from Aitat, and from 

Ba'aqleen. 

We planned it and we came. This 

time in Cambridge on Chesapeake 

Bay. Sonia, Paul, and Walid from 

California. Costy, lssam, and Lina 

from Texas. Capitaine from Baltimore. 

Raja and Fadi from New York. Azizy 

Aziz and Shaheen AI Armani from 

Boston. Three "M", Randa, and Has

san from New Jersey ... and so on and 

so forth . From "each valley a twig" ... 

but in a different country. A differ

ent language too, but amazingly the 

same people. Wider at the waist ... 

white hairs here and there, floppy 

triceps ... yet the same boys and girls 

coming together with their own boys 

and girls. 

The children ... the children of the 

boys and girls of the Class of' '82 met, 

became friends again, and couldn't 

stop hugging each other on the day 

of departure. I guess the love and 

friendship that their parents share 

with their classmates spilled over in 

a big way. 

All the children, whether from two 



Lebanese parents, or one Lebanese 

and one "foreigner," called themselves 

Lebanese. Blonde haired, blue eyed, 

black haired, dark eyed, few or no 

Arabic words ... yet Lebanese. Maen's 

son, who looks as western as any 

westerner, says he's Lebanese. In 

spite of everything, they have a sense 

of belonging. 

Before the Class of '82 dispersed 

they created a new bond that will keep 

them together yet again. They com

mitted to establishing an endowment 

fund to provide scholarships for needy 

medical students. That will keep us 

busy, that will keep us together, that 

will keep us in touch, and that will help 

us pay back some of what we owe 

the Alma Mater and the country. It is 

a l u m n 
Beyond Bliss Street 
happenings 

The Medicine Class of 1 982 Endowed We will have another reunion class endowment. We were all lucky 

Scholarship Fund- In Memory of Zalfa soon. This time we will not wait 25 to be in this class. We all are proud to 

Ali-Hamad, Adnan Badro, Hani Hout, years. be in this class. 

and Antoine Zubuni. We will continue We issue a challenge to other 

to contribute until we retire or die. classes, not just from the medical YADEE ILA QALBEE. 

When we die we add our name to school. We learned that AUB has only Akram Bin Shakib-Min Aitat 

the list. The one who lives the longest about 140 endowments. Hundreds Or. Akram Talhouk 

will pay the most. We figure that it will of classes have graduated over the (Medicine '82) 

only be fair. years. Join us and create your own 
( More Online ~) 

Th C • ! f E 11 

Why do you give? 
'1 have supported AUB every year since I worked there as Dean of Women from 1960-69. 

Financial aid for women has always been important to me. The University Medical Center 
continues to help people from the region through good times and difficult periods. May AUB be 

a constant presence as it performs its educational and service missions." 

Mary Robinson I Bellingham, WA I Donor since 2005: first gift in 1971 

~ This historic campaign ends Dec. 31, 2007 ... you can still participatl'! hllp:/ /give.aub.l'du 
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Beyond Bliss Street 
maingate connections 

As an architecture student, I obviously 

learned design, spaces, shapes, 

colors , painting, and even a sketchy 

element of calligraphy. But after a 

career in many architectural fields , 

my school-time passion for literature 

-both poetry and prose-has never 

waned. Today I have finally combined 

my knowledge of calligraphy, 

architecture, and literature to create 

a unique design. It 's a style that 

embodies all my passions. 

I became completely obsessed 

with Arabic calligraphy in 1 985 during 

a course in Islamic art at the School 

of Architecture (now the Department 

of Architecture and Design). With a 

new calligraphy pen, I spent a lot 

of time, paper, and ink duplicating 

the meticulous work of famous 

calligraphers; I even signed up for 

calligraphy courses at a specialized 

institute. After graduating, I threw 

myself into more classes and gained 

confidence and skill in this art form that , 

nevertheless, remained a cherished 

hobby for many years because work 

and daily activities conspired to keep 

it on the back burner. I've never 

stopped admiring the beauty of the 

various Arabic fonts. 

For 13 years, my career oscillated 

between architectural, urban planning, 

and geographic information system 

(GIS) design projects, but nothing 

gave me real satisfaction. So in 2001 , 

I attended several exhibitions of well 

known calligraphers and had lengthy 

conversations with several of them in 

Lebanon and the Gulf. Later that year, 

scene is flooded with countless styles 

and media, and pleasant because it is 

the path to finding and giving shape to 

one's own artistic inclination. 

This kind of design falls within 

a special category in calligraphic art, 

called "lettering. " While similar to 

calligraphy in terms of using letters and 

words in an artistic way, the difference 

is vastly significant. "Letterers" do 

not necessarily abide by the rules 

of classical calligraphic styles. They 

may even use their own designed 

handwriting style and incorporate 

colors, shapes, and artistic materials. 

Short quotations from Gibran Khalil Gibran, 
Mikhael Nouaimeh, and Amine al Rihani on 
perseverance, faith and ambition. 

Within the "lettering" category, the 

design I selected is best described as 

"drawing with words." Although it is an 

old art form, it has been neglected. 

My first large-scale project 

depicted a famous poem by the great 

Arab poet, AI Moutanabbi , drawn in 

the shape of three horses. This first 

painting is, and will probably remain, 

I decided that it was time to pursue my favorite even though my style 

my interest in calligraphy. has developed a lot since then. It 

Not surprisingly, crafting a unique bears witness to my basic studies, 

style was a tedious, yet pleasant, trials , thoughts, decisions, and 

journey. Tedious because the art disappointments at that time. 

lVr,'re. . . 
Mamcial ro u~ I 

t, e Welco 
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experiences lllg on their 
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Sub . IVes atte or,es 

. missions ma r graduation 
mamgate@ Y be sent to . 

aub.edu.lb 

After the initial decision to shift 

careers, I started following a more 

intense and focused regimen. I selected 

other poems and poets, experimented 

with other shapes and themes, and 

started reading and drawing more. 

So now, spaces can be adorned 

by paintings or murals of drawn verses 

by Antara bin Shadad or Elias Abu 

Shabakeh, and excerpts from Gibran 

Khalil Gibran or Ibn al Mouqafa' , 

and walls transformed into pieces of 

literature and history. 

I enjoy relating to clients as a 

designer, but also as a literature buff. 

I usually discuss their preferences in 

poetry, poets, and topics, although 

many people prefer to select an existing 

painting. My greatest pleasure is when 

clients write to tell me how much they 

enjoy the painting. One even remarked 

that he had learned the verses by 

heart. 

Many friends ask if I regret having 

changed my career. My answer is 

definitely no. Academic studies serve 

as a means to broaden one's horizon; 

however, at a certain point, one 

should pursue one's real passion . (i) 

I 

Rana Khoury (BArch '88) may be 
contacted at rana khoury@yahoo.com. 
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reflections 

Landry Slade arrived in Beirut to teach chemistry in 1960; he later served as associate dean 
from 1974 until his departure from Lebanon in June 1985. When Dean Elie Salem became 
Lebanese foreign minister in 1982, Slade served as acting dean until the appointment of 
Loutfy Diab as dean in 1984; he then served as assistant to the president until 1985. Back in 
the New York Office, Slade continued as assistant to Presidents Calvin Plimpton, Frederick 
Herter, and Robert Haddad. Of his years in the New York Office, Slade said, "Although I was 
officially assistant to the president, I was actually more the assistant director of the New 
York Office and secretary of the Board of Trustees . .. Administering by long distance was 
difficult, and that's why the custom developed of going as often as three times a year to the 
Middle East, mostly to Cyprus." 

~~Aren't you Dr. Slade?" 
MG: When did you first arrive at 

AUB, and what were your first 

impressions?. 

I came in September 1960. I remem

ber being met at the dock by John 

Saba, (then assistant to the director 

of housing) and coming through town 

with him in his pick-up truck. My wife 

Virginia followed in an AUB car with 

our daughter, Lyell, and some of our 

luggage. Over the radio came the 

voice of Fairouz, which I later came to 

appreciate very much. 

The beauty of the campus struck 

me immediately. I thought my campus 

at the University of Virginia (UVA) was 

one of the more beautiful in the United 

States, and it is, but AUB was very 

different- spectacularly beautiful and 

tranquil , because, perhaps, of the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

MG: Was this your first teaching 

job? 

Yes. But I had done some laboratory 

instruction at UVA 

II MainGate Fall 2007 

MG: What differences did you 

notice between AUB and UVA 

students? 

Certainly the Lebanese students were 

less well prepared in chemistry, but that 

was simply because they had not had 

laboratory experience in high school. 

They were more serious, more inter

ested, better motivated, and worked 

harder. Just a pleasure to work with. 

Teaching in an American uni

versity system I was familiar with, I 

had a much easier row to hoe than 

students from the French educational 

system. But language was never really 

a problem in chemistry. We didn't have 

to talk down to the students, and they 

managed very well. Language was 

never an issue. 

MG: Where did you teach most of 

your classes? 

I was in Old Chemistry from 1960 until 

February 1968, when New Chemistry 

opened. In the old building the labs 

were okay, but not very sophisticated. 

But we had no significant problems in 

those early years. 

MG: During your years at AUB, 

what were the biggest changes? 

Slade: Before '75 the biggest change 

came with the move to New Chemistry 

in 1968 and the sudden transition 

to much better facilities for lectures, 

laboratories, and equipment for upper 

division courses. We had instrumenta

tion that hadn't existed at AUB before. 

In 197 4 I gave up teaching to 

become associate dean under Dean 

of Arts and Sciences Elie Salem. He 

wanted me to teach one course a 

semester, but that just didn't work. I 

was not giving justice to the course 

or to the dean. So I was a full-time 

administrator after that. I loved teach

ing, but I was ready for a change. 

Since I'd always enjoyed administrative 

work, I accepted the new position with 

delight. 

But the biggest changes came 

with the war, of course. Increasingly 



from 1975 to 1985 the fine details of 

how we did things were submerged 

and it became more just a matter of 

staying afloat. 

The strife in Lebanon was not 

constant-if it had been, it would have 

been impossible to sustain the Uni

versity. The bad times alternated with 

some near normal times. My wife and 

I frequently took Volkswagon van-loads 

of children to the ski slopes. 

But the dangers were very real. 

Students and faculty members often 

had difficulty reaching the University. 

Some lost their lives. In Faculty I, under 

the illusion that the hallway was a 

safe spot, my family and I slept there 

in sleeping bags one night. Shrapnel 

punched through the dining room win

dow and three pieces landed near our 

feet. One day when I was sitting at my 

desk in the dean's office, a stray bullet 

entered so fast through the window 

opposite, that it left only a neat, round 

hole-the glass did not shatter. 

Getting in and out of the country 

reflec 

(Left to right) William Rice, Helen Haddad, Landry Slade and former President Robert Haddad, 1996 

was full of surprises. The plane I took 

out to Jordan was hijacked two days 

in a row. I never returned to the Uni

versity. 

Perhaps the most difficult ongoing 

problem for the University was the 

slow, continual drain on the faculty 

as individuals reached their tolerance 

level and left the country. Finding quali

fied replacements became harder and 

harder as the years dragged on. But 

those who stayed did wonderful work 

and were a major force in keeping the 

University open. 

Getting in and out of 
the country was full 
of surprises. The 
plane I took out to 
Jordan was hijacked 
two days in a row. 
I never returned to 
the University. 

MG: What do you remember about 

your students, and what would 

they remember most about you, 

your classes, and your teaching? 

I developed a reputation from one 

large, loud, good student who later 

went on to medical school. He began 

counting the number of times I said 

"now" in a lecture. I was appalled when 

I realized that at the beginning of every 

sentence I emitted a rather long, drawn 

out "Now . . . w .. . w." He delivered this 

information with great pleasure. 

I thoroughly enjoyed teaching and 

lecturing, and the students caught that. 

When they realized I was having a good 

time, then they had a good time too. 

I taught Qualitative Organic 

Analysis. Now that sounds terribly 

sophisticated, but it was a course in 

which each student was given at the 

beginning of the semester a half dozen 

chemical compounds to identify. They 

had some basic ru les to follow, but it 

was really independent research. It was 

always very exciting and fun for the 
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The bad times 
alternated with 
some near normal 
times. My wife and 
I frequently took 
Volkswagon van
loads of children to 
the ski slopes. 

students because it was a challenge. 

They could forget they were aiming for 

a grade. I loved that course, and so did 

the students. 

I have to mention the very reward

ing six or seven years I spent as adviser 

to the premedical students-a bright, 

doctors are constantly coming up to me 

and asking, "Aren 't you Dr. Slade?" 

MG: What was the impact of AUB 

on your life? 

AUB was my entire professional 

career. I came to Beirut straight out 

of graduate school , and I retired from 

AUB in 1995. The impact was very 

major indeed. 

MG: Given the fact that it was 

your whole professional life, was 

it very distressing to have to pull 

up and leave when you did? 

At the outset, we thought we would 

be going back very soon . We held on 

to our apartment in Faculty II for two 

happy group of young men and women years, and only then did we come to 

I came to know very well , both as a grips with real ity and realize that we 

group and individually. My work with weren 't going back any time soon. 

them was really one of the high points Sadly, we arranged to have things 

of my career. packed up and shipped. 

Working in the New York Office, 

MG: Do you keep in touch with I still felt totally immersed in the affairs 

your students? of the University, especially with the 

No, I don't. Not on a regular basis. I left many meetings in the Middle East with 

rather precipitously during the war, and members of the administration on the 

never returned to work at AUBin Beirut. ground in Lebanon. We needed to 

But many medical students have come keep the University open in the worst 

to this country as residents, and young of times. 

Th C • ! f E 

MG: Do you have anything to say 

to your former students? 

I recollect how much fun it was. I would 

tell them just what a pleasure it was 

to teach them. There was a measure 

of pleasure in it all which came as 

something of a surprise to me, and I 

don't think that 's universal. Discipline 

problems, like those in the United 

States in the '60s, just did not exist. 

Lebanese students were highly moti

vated-the pre-med students perhaps 

over motivated-but they were a very 

bright bunch to work with. In the US we 

wouldn 't have had the same relation

ship with students. I looked forward to 

every lecture and lab session. I 

liked the AUB students. 

I have to mention 
the very rewarding 
six or seven years 
I spent as adviser 
to the premedical 
students-my work 
with them was really 
one of the high 
points of my career. 

Why do you give? 
"Support to AUB will help keep this lighthouse as a guide and an inspiration to the whole 

Middle Eastern region. The stature of AUB rests on the shoulders of its alumni." 

Norma and Michel Slim (BA '50, MD '54) I Rye. New York I Donors since 1986 

~ This historic campaign ends lkr. :n. :!007 ... you can still participate! h!!p:/ /give.aub.edu 
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BArch graduates Ziad Jamaleddine 

'95, Naji Moujaes '96, and Makram 

el Kadi '97 joke that their first 

collaborative project was a New 

York City rite of passage: building 

a wall in their dining room to make 

a third bedroom. Six years later, 

their international architectural 

portfolio is more about deconstructing 

boundaries and societies than putting 

up fiber board. 

From the range and scope of 

projects that the architectural firm 
L. E. Fr has produced in only six years. 

one wouk:J' expect the /inn s three 

partners to be driven, experienced, 

Beyond Bliss Street 
a l u m n prof i le 

By Emily Dorman 

~~ 

DOES IT 
RIGHT 

and serious. And so they are, but 

serious only when it comes to the 

integrity of their work. They are also 

young, funny, and personable, easy to 

talk to, and fashionable. And yet, their 

architecture has nothing to do with 

comformity or style. 

Ziad , Naji, and Makram all 

graduated within a few years of each 

other from AUB 's architecture program. 

Despite their modesty, all three were 

accepted to impressive American 

graduate programs in architecture. 
Ziad s tudied a t Harvard University, 
<wlat the S outhern Caltlbrrlia lns trtute 

of Architecture, and Makram in New 

York at Parsons, The New School for 

Design . They all graduated in 1999 

with master's degrees in architecture. 

In 2002 their firm was the recipient of 

the Young Architects Award from the 

Architectural League of New York. 

It seems peculiar that Ziad, 

Naji , and Makram all chose to study 

abroad when , in the late 1990s after 

their graduations, building and design 

opportunities abounded in Lebanon 

due to the vast, post-war rebuilding 

efforts. In actuality, it seems that this 
decision was an early indication that 

the three shaf?7d a phribs ophy tnat 

would spark their future collaboration. 
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Much of the rebuilding done at that to manage to make their buildings 

time in Beirut was just that-a literal aesthetically pleasing too. 

rebuilding of what had existed before One of L.E.FT's most recent 

the violence. Ziad, Naji, and Makram ventures isn't a building project at 

each felt that a more appropriate all, but a design studio entitled "Dis-

approach would have been to rebuild orientalism." It was the winning entry in 

according to what Beirut had become the Mosaic Foundation's competition 

rather than what it had been. in Washington DC. Last year, Ziad, 

In some architectural styles, it 

is easy to recognize the hand of the 

architect. This is not the case with L.E. FT 

productions. "We do not subscribe to 

style," the group coyly explains. The 

philosophy that binds this trio and 

drives L.E.FT is that architecture should 

be a product of the political, social, and 

cultural context of the location or client 

in question. "A library in the lower East 

Side of Manhattan would need to offer 

very different things than a library in 

Beirut," says Makram. In other words 

L.E.FT does not produce architecture 

defined by the personal aesthetics of 

its architects. It produces architecture 

that questions the relationship between 

architecture and society. 

Somehow, L.E.FT 

seems 
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Naji, and Makram taught the courses 

that included this studio at Cornell 

University. Currently, Ziad and Naji are 

continuing the project at the University of 

Pennsylvania while Makram is teaching 

at Yale University. The final project in the 

design studio is for students to design 

an Arab cultural center in Washington, 

DC using L.E.FT's non-conformist 

principles of pursuing the representation 

of culture through architecture. To avoid 

the serious complications of flawed 

translations and political correctness 

that blur perspectives of the Arab 

world, Ziad, Naji , and Makram help their 

students redefine the filters through 

which the students view society. A 

student will do his or her semester's 

study, for example, on just a novel, say 

the Yacoubian Building and explore 

the modern society of Egypt through 

type of contextual thinking is learned, 

it is applied to architecture. L.E.FT's 

architects manage to fit all this into a 

semester-long course. 

It sounds good for a design studio, 

but can such a deconstructionist 

approach toward architecture work in 

practice? L.E.FT has proven time and 

again that it's possible no matter what 

the project is, whether it is commercial, 

residential, or public. The "culture" 

surrounding the project in question can 

be the social context of an entire nation 

or the dynamics of one couple hoping 

to build their first house together. 

Whatever the project, Ziad, Naji, and 

Makram immerse themselves in the 

politics and daily workings of each 

context to find out what architectural 

space best fits that particular dynamic. 

that lens. Another approach is to pick Needless to say, this involves a great 

a specific feature common to all deal of research, and each project 

cultures, music for instance, comes with its own set of challenges. 

map the different genres L.E.FT has several projects in the 

and redraw the works in Dubai, for example, a city that 

Arab map through is known for its completely modern and 

musical influences international composition. This calls for 

instead of national a very different approach from building 

borders. Once this in rich, historic Turkey, where the firm is 



also active. Even building in Lebanon, 

where the architects grew up, poses 

obstacles. Society and culture are in 

constant flux, making research and 

reinterpretation necessary even in their 

home country. 

These numerous challenges 

do not daunt our three architects. 

On the contrary, the harder the job, 

the more invigorated they seem to 

become. Several of the projects 

Ziad, Naji, and Makram are doing in 

Lebanon are particularly ambitious 

and have the potential to enhance 

significantly cultural resources in their 

native country. 

The Lebanese NGO ASSABIL 

recently approached L.E.FT to work 

on a new library in Beirut, one in 

a series of municipal libraries. The 

location chosen is in the Mat'haf area, 

right on the Green Line that divided 

Beirut along geographic and religious 

lines during the Civil War. A library 

provides the public with a common 

cultural space, something that L.E.FT 

a l u m n 

government on this project will add 

certain restrictions on what is possible, 

but L.E.FT does not shy away from 

tough clients. 

Another current L.E.FT venture in 

Lebanon is a proposed make-over for 

the marina area in downtown Beirut. 

This is a large scale, coastal project 

that, similar in some respects to the 

library, will expand the amount of public 

space in Beirut. "Martyr's Square used 

to be the central communal space for 

Beirutis, for shopping and socializing. 

Now that those suqs are closed, there 

is really only the Corniche," explains 

Naji. The marina project proposes 

to add public areas, restaurants, 

and shopping to Beirut's downtown 

coastline, expanding the Corniche both 

physically and conceptually. 

What project would an ambitious 

firm take on after building a library and 

expanding a coastline? L.E.FT's answer 

to that question is a village, and it's in 

the planning stages. The proposal is for 

about 70 houses for mid- and lower-

feels Lebanon desperately needs. This income families in the Freikeh area of 

venture is appealing to our three friends Lebanon. It seems that L.E.FT is quite 

for what it will give back to Lebanon serious about its numerous Lebanese 

and especially for what a public space ventures as they are planning to open a 

will mean in a location that recalls a small office in Lebanon in order to better 

history of segregation. Working for the manage these complex undertakings. 

Beyond Bliss Street 
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One of the most fascinating 

elements of L.E.FT's philosophy is that 

though cultural and social aspects are 

vital to the conception of architecture, 

the resulting buildings do not 

necessarily complement the traditional 

and are not necessarily comfortable. 

Indeed, sometimes the research ends 

up critiquing certain features of a 

society. It is clear that Ziad, Naji , and 

Makram practice this deconstructionist 

technique even in their conversations 

with each other. (Just try getting them 

to tell you what L.E.FT means.) They 

readily admit that friction occurs in 

their collaboration and that it's one 

of the necessary forces that moves 

them along. L.E.FT's website quotes 

Edward W. Said, saying, "The traveler 

crosses over, traverses territory, and 

abandons fixed positions all the time." 

The architects of L.E.FT exemplify 

this exactly, constantly dissolving firm 

definitions to create architecture 

that stands for itself. 

Visit L.E. FT's website to find out more 

about the partners and their projects 

worldwide: www.leftish.net 
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Farid Haddad 
(BA '41, MD '48) Dr. Haddad 

recently moved to California 

from Arizona. He is in the 

process of publishing his 

Annotated and Illustrated 

Bibliography which indexes 

the more than 1 ,800 articles 

and books he has written. 

He has published 1 ,400 

articles and 64 books in 73 

journals in 28 countries and 

was recently elected to the 

WAAAUB Alumni Council. 

1 9 50 5 
Ryad Azhari 
(BA '50, MA '52) In May 

2007, Ryad Azhari cel

ebrated the golden jubilee 

of his marriage to Mirjana 

Mitrovic in Lattakia, Syria, 

where he lives with his 

wife and runs a shipping 

agency with his daughters. 

He recently retired after 

serving as honorary consul 

of the Netherlands for 30 

years; his daughter Yasmina 

was nominated to assume 

his consular functions at 

Lattakia and Tartous. He 

can be contacted either by 

e-mai l (r.azhari@tco-sy.com) 

or fax at 963 41 360102. 

Theodore D. Youssef 
(BA '58) writes: "I have 

been working in insurance 

since I graduated in 1 958. 

I left Lebanon in November 

1 977 to join Consolidated 

Contractors Co . in Athens

Greece, as head of insurance. 
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I am still living and working 

in Greece as an insurance 

consultant. I would like to 

get in touch with a few very 

old friends from AUB includ

ing Zaki Ghosheh, Souheil 

Ella, Husein Hamameh, Adel 

Barbir, Farid Salameh, and 

Burhan Baradie. My email is 

tyoussef@otenet. gr." 

1 9 6 0 5 

Kameel Hawa 
(BA '68) won the Type 

Director's Club (TDC) 

TDC2 2007 Type Design 

Competition for designing 

the Arabic typeface Midan in 

2005. Kameel Hawa, director 

of Almohtaraf Assaudi (www. 

mohtaraf.com), explains that 

Midan is a modern Arabic 

typeface and is part of the 

Linotype type foundry. It 

tied "New Dynamics in Post 

Primary Education: Lessons 

from Practice." 

Charles A. Petersen 
(MA '70) Charles Petersen 

received his master's degree 

in Middle Eastern history from 

AUB. He currently resides 

in Laramie, Wyoming and 

teaches high school social 
Evangelos F. can be purchased from their studies. While working with 
Coufoudakis (BA '62) website: www.linotype.com. the Laramie Plains Museum, 
In October 2006, Dr. Petersen published a picture 
Coufoudakis retired as rec

tor emeritus of lntercollege 

in Nicosia, Cyprus. In 

December 2006, he pub

lished his new book, Cyprus 

-A Contemporary Problem 

in Historical Perspective, 

Minneapolis: Minnesota, 

Mediterranean and East 

European Monographs, 

2006. He can be contacted 

at MMA98@aol.com. 

Nizar Nuwayhid 
(MD '66), an otolaryngolo

gist (ear, nose and throat 

doctor) has joined Emerson 

Hospital in Westford, 

Massachusetts. 

Massoud Jalili (MS '67) 

After leaving AUB, Massoud 

Jalili lived in Tehran (1 967-

79), Paris (1 980-85), 

Copenhagen (1 986-88), 

Paris (1 989), Brussels 

(1 989-03), Tokyo (2003-07), 

and is now in Mauritius. He 

can be contacted at mjali li@ 

attglobal.net. 

May Rihani 
(BA '68) writes: "This fall, I 

gave a course in Salzburg, 

Austria at the Salzburg 

Seminar, a presentation 

at the World Bank, and 

a presentation at the 

Conference Board . The 

course in Salzburg was 

entitled "Breaking the Glass 

Ceiling: Women in Politics 

and Business." Then I 

made a presentation on the 

importance of investing in 

girls' education at the World 

Bank's Global Symposium in 

Washington DC. The World 

Bank's Human Development 

Network and its Poverty 

Reduction and Economic 

Management Network con

vened a symposium entitled 

"Education: A Critical Path 

to Gender Equality and 

Empowerment." The sec

ond presentation was at 

the Business and Education 

Conference, which was 

organized by the Conference 

Board. The panel was enti-

history book on Laramie from 

1868 to the present. He can 

be reached at oldmanmtns@ 

aol.com. 

Mark Chippindall 
(BA '71) writes: "I work in 

real estate investments and 

development as a chartered 

surveyor based in the UK. 

My work in the last ten years 

has taken me to many of the 

Gulf States, which I continue 

to visit periodically. I have 

met up with some contem

poraries from AUB in Kuwait 

and I would be delighted to 

hear from anyone, anywhere 

in the world who was at 

AUB 1 968-71 and who knew 

me. I graduated from AUB in 

1 971 with a bachelor of arts 

in political science. Please 

do contact me by e-mail at 

g. m. c@btinternet. com." 

Ramez Dimechkie 
(BA '72) has recently taken 

up his new post as Lebanon's 

ambassador to Germany. He 



Beyond Bliss Street 
c t a s s n o t e s 

served as chief of Protocol Loutfi Echhade Walid Atef Chammah 

at the Lebanese Ministry of (BBA '73), senior audit (BBA '76, AUB Trustee) 

Foreign Affairs from 1994 partner at Ernst & Young, was recently promoted to 

to 1998, and later worked was elected as a member of the position of chairman and 

as chief of protocol at the 

Presidency of the Council 

of Ministers under Prime 

Ministers Salim Hoss and 

Omar Karame. He rejoined 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

unti12005 when he was reap

pointed by Prime Minister 

Fuad Siniora as chief of pro

tocol and speechwriter. He 

remained in that position until 

he moved to Berlin in July 

2007. Ramez Dimechkie 

is the son of Ambassador 

the firm's Global and North 

Europe, Middle East, India, 

and Africa (NEMIA) Advisory 

Councils. He was also 

elected as a member of 

the Institute of Management 

Advisory Council {IMA) to the 

International Federation of 

Accountants. He is married 

with four children. His son 

Basil graduated from AUB in 

2007; his daughter Dena is 

currently a junior. 

Nadim Dimechkie (AUB '55). Salam Fayyad 

His daughters, Hala (MA '98) (BS '75) the new Palestinian 

and Mayssa (BA '95) are AUB prime minister, is a former 

alumni. Hala is the commu- official at the International 

nications coordinator for the Monetary Fund and World 

Faculty of Health Sciences. Bank who has been widely 

Ramez Dimechkie's brother, praised for his efforts to 

Riad, is now the director of bring greater transparency to 

the EMBA program at the Palestinian finances . Fayyad 

Olayan School of Business. served as finance minister 

from 2002-05 and then again 

Hagop Bessos 

(BS '73, MS '76) works for 

the Scottish National Blood 

Transfusion Service as head 

of lmmunohaematology 

Research and Development. 

He is based in Edinburgh 

and was recently admit

ted to the Royal College of 

in the short-lived Palestinian 

unity government formed in 

March. Fayyad was intro

duced as "a professional 

and dedicated person" who 

combines "a great com

mitment to the Palestinian 

people with an integrity and a 

professionalism that is much 

Pathologists based on his needed," before a speech 

chief executive officer of 

Morgan Stanley International. 

Morgan Stanley's Chairman 

and Chief Executive Officer 

John J. Mack commented, 

"Walid will help us build upon 

the growth of our institutional 

businesses, strengthen 

regional authority outside the 

US and sharpen our focus on 

global clients." Before joining 

Morgan Stanley, Chammah 

was a managing director of 

Credit Suisse First Boston, 

responsible for US taxable 

fixed income capital mar

kets and structured finance 

groups. He was previously 

senior vice president with 

Blyth Eastman PaineWebber, 

responsible for liability man

agement swaps. 

coming to the United States 

in 1983, Khalil received 

his PhD from Georgetown 

University and went on to 

teach at various universities 

in the United States. He 

also served as free-lance 

Middle East consultant for 

NBC News and ABC News. 

He is now a professor of 

political science at California 

State University, Stanislaus, 

and visiting professor at 

University of California, 

Berkeley. The festival has 

been described as bringing 

an honest and independent 

view of Palestine and its 

diaspora's society, culture, 

and political travails through 

the art of film. 

Nabila Abla Madhun 

(BS '83) graduated from 

Cleveland State University 

with a degree in urban 

studies administration with 

magna cum laude honors. 

lffat Saadeh 

published research papers. at Washington's respected 1 9 8 0 5 (BA '84) has been living 

Dr. Bessos can be reached Brookings Institution, a think As'ad Abu Khalil and working in the Gulf for 

at bessos@blueyonder.co.uk. tank in Washington, DC, in (BA '81, MA '83) was a com- the last 18 years. She left 

2002. He is married and has mentator at the first annual Lebanon in 1989 to work 

three children . Houston Palestine Film at the Higher Colleges of 

Festival this spring. After Technology in Abu Dhabi 
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Women 's College. There she 

met another AUB gradu

ate, Hani ltani (BArch '88). 

They married in 1990 and 

moved to Dubai where she 

continued to work with the 

colleges in Dubai Women's 

College until 2001 . In 2002 

she moved to Saudi Arabia 

with her husband and two 

boys: Wissam (16) and Rami 

(13). They lived in Riyadh city 

for four years where Saadeh 

worked at Kingdom Schools. 

Last year the family moved 

again to AI Khobar. This 

year she joined the faculty of 

Prince Mohammad University 

as an English instructor. She 

welcomes any contact from 

AUBites and can be reached 

at iffatsaadeh@gmail.com. 

Amin Al-Cheikh 
(BArch '88) writes: "After my 

class notes 

Athens Metro 

facilities, sports complexes 

and tourism development. 

It provided opportunities for 

many architects, engineers, 

and contractors. 

I personally worked for the 

contractors who constructed 

the Athens Metro Lines 2 & 

3. My office contributed to the 

tecture studies at AUB were 

comprehensive enough to 

enable us to adapt easily to 

jobs and advance ourselves 

anyplace in the world. 

1990s 
Hussein Sabra 
(CCE '91) lives in Beirut and 

works at SWORD Group 

(www.sword-group.com) as 

a technical director for the 

Lebanon branch. He has 

three children and would like 

Michel Sawaya 
(BS '93, BBA '97) and 

Corine Sakr (BBA '94) have 

been blessed with the birth of 

their second baby girl, Karen. 

The couple has one daugh

ter, Celine (three years old), 

who started at International 

College in September '07. 

The Sawaya family is living in 

Lebanon where Michel works 

at Citibank and Corine works 

at Standard Chartered Bank. 

to hear from his friends in Zaher Abu Ayash 
CCE '91 . He can be reached (BArch '94) writes: "I am 

at husseinsabra@gmail.com. 

Zeina Mansou Soueidan 
(BS '92) received her AUB 

degree in nutrition and 

dietetics, married Bassem 

Soueidan, and went on to 

earn her MS and RD cre

dentials at Framingham State 

currently in London working 

at Foster+ Partners. I am an 

associate partner and I work 

on Middle East projects. I've 

been in London for eight 

years following my master 

of science in building and 

urban design at University 

College London." 

graduation in 1988, I stayed execution designs of most of College in Massachusetts. 

in Lebanon and worked with 

Khatib & Alami C.E.C. Due to 

the war, I moved to Greece 

in 1989 and started working 

with a Greek contracting com

pany which is mainly involved 

with tourist complex develop

ments. In 1992 I became a 

freelance architect, involved 

in the design and supervi

sion of residential houses and 

buildings. 

For more than a decade 

Athens was a candidate for 

the Olympic Games. During 

this time a big architectural 

and structural campaign was 

launched to improve general 

infrastructure, transportation 

Ill MainGate Fall 2007 

the underground stations of 

this project. Recently I won 

the execution design and 

supervision contract of the 

two new extensions of the 

Athens Metro, which means 

that we will be responsible 

for 17 out of 25 stations 

constructed in Greece. 

Along with the Metro, my 

office is preparing execution 

designs for school renova

tions and industrial buildings 

in Greece. 

also must mention 

the support of my lovely 

wife Chrystelle, to whom I've 

been married for 11 years. I 

believe frankly that our archi-

She currently serves as a 

secretary of the executive 

committee of the Washington, 

DC chapter of AANA with 

Ghada Rihan i (president), 

Hoda Khoury (vice president), 

Nada Mufarrij (treasurer), and 

Siwar Jaafar, Asma idriss, and 

Hanan Zurayk as members at 

large. She can be reached at 

zeinas@comcast.net. 

Zahi Haidar 
(BS '93, MD '97) has recently 

moved to Phoenix, Arizona. 

He is a neonatologist with 

Neonatology Associates, 

Ltd. His email is zahi_haidar@ 

hotmail.com. 

Karim Diab 
(BS '95, MD '99) is moving to 

Phoenix, Arizona this fall. He 

I believe frankly 
that our archi
tecture studies 
at AUB were 
comprehensive 
enough to enable 
us to adapt eas
ily to jobs and 
advance our
selves anyplace 
in the world. 

Amin Al-Cheikh 



is a pediatric cardiologist and 

has joined the Eller Congenital 

Heart Center of St. Joseph 

Hospital and Medical Center. 

Mariam Eid 
(BS '95, MD '99} has joined St. 

John 's Clinic-Lebanon-OBI 

GYN. Eid finished her resi 

dency at Riverside Regional 

Medical Center in Newport 

News, Virginia. She is board 

certified by the Educational 

Commission on Foreign 

Medical Graduates and is 

a member of the American 

College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists. 

Ahmad Elesber 
(BS '95, MD '99) an inter

ventional cardiologist, has 

joined the medical staff of 

King 's Daughters Medical 

Center and the physi

cians at SV Cardiology in 

Kentucky. In 2003 Elesber 

completed his residency and 

two fellowships at the Mayo 

Clinic College of Medicine, 

Rochester, Minnesota. He 

is board certified by the 

American Board of Internal 

Medicine and Cardiology 

and recently completed 

the 2007 Examination of 

Special Competence in Adult 

Beirut and is doing his resi

dency in Orthopedic Surgery 

at the Mayo Clinic Hospital 

in Scottsdale, Arizona. His 

email is bernard_05@hot

mail.com. 

Mazen ltani 
(MD '96) recently joined the 

Newton Memorial Hospital 

in Newton, New Jersey. ltani 

is board certified in general 

and vascular surgery, is a 

member of the Alpha Omega 

Alpha Medical Society, a fel

low of the American College 

of Surgery, and a member 

of the American College of 

Phlebotomy. ltani practiced 

vascular surgery at the West 

Palm Beach, VA hospital in 

Florida for three years before 

moving to New Jersey. He 

and his wife Nadia have a 

son, Samir (3), and a daugh

ter, Donya (1Y2). 

Souraya Karami 
(BArch '96) writes: "Unfor

tunately I am not working 

in architecture anymore (or 

maybe I should say fortu

nately!) I am still in the design 

field , as a shoe designer. I 

have started my own label, 

Esska, and am based in 

London. The website is 

Echocardiography, which www.esska.co.uk. " 

determines special compe-

tence in the field of diagnostic Dina Daher Al-Challe 
cardiac ultrasound. (BA '98) writes: "I'm working 

currently as a French teacher 

Bernard Sagharian 
(BS '95, MD '99) just moved 

to Phoenix, Arizona from 

and I'm married to a biomedi

cal engineer, Walid AI-Challe. I 

have two beautiful daughters 
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Zoya (81/2) and Layane (1 1/2). 

I can be reached at dinad_ 

alchalle@hotmail.com." 

Maria Assi 
(BGD '99) writes that after 

graduation she did freelance 

work in graphic design for a 

couple of years before found

ing her own design company 

in 2001 called Go Graphic 

sari, located in Beirut. In 

2007, she's still running Go 

Graphic as manager and 

creative director. She has a 

team of five people working 

for her on a full-time basis. 

They develop corporate 

Designs by Maria Assi 

identities, publications, and 

packaging for various mar

kets in Lebanon, the Gulf, 

and Africa. 

2000s 
Souheila (Fakhoury) El 
Kurj ie 
(BA '00) writes: "I have been 

married since 2000 and am 

now Souheila El Kurjie. 

have two children, Leila (31/2) 

and Tarek (6 months). I'm 

living in Santa Barbara and 

have almost completed my 

master's degree in mass 

communications. I'm now 

the official on-line distributor 

of Lebanese Patchi choco

lates at www.patchi.us. We 

have already been featured in 

Santa Barbara. Restaurant 

chefs and owners have been 

requesting the chocolates for 

their tastings too! " 

Dany Khoury 
(BArch '00) has been living 

in Australia since October 

2004. He writes: "I was 

working with a local com

pany until July of last year 

when I joined a local architect 

to create a new company 

called Design Cubicle Pty 

Ltd. So far, we have been 

involved in more than 20 

projects that vary from 

designs for single houses 

to multi-unit residential 

buildings to commercial and 

leisure facilities . Currently 

we have four employees 

and a senior consultant 

plus my business partner 
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and me. We are located in 

Parramatta, which is a sub

urb of Sydney. Our website 

is www.designcubicle.ws." 

Wael Hattar 

class notes 

engineering firms headquar

tered in Kuwait City. 

Following that I worked 

with R&K International 

Consultants in Lebanon , 

handling some competition 

tion, to deal with day-to-day tive director of Raidy Printing 

issues, and particularly to be Group's Design House, 

concerned about the build

ing's quality, cost. and time 

frame." 

Georges Akkaoui 
(BS '03, MBA '07) left Beirut 

for Cyprus. where he is a 

global project manager in 

Integration Group, an 

employee owned con-

sultancy firm focusing on 

bringing accountabi lity in 

marketing and communica

tions. Georges focuses on 

based in Beirut and Dubai. 

She also teaches graphic 

design methodologies and 

print production at Universite 

Saint Joseph in Beirut. 

Her visual work has been 

exhibited at the International 

Museum of Women in San 

Francisco, Studio 4-11 in 

Belfast, the ADG, Xanadu, 

the Art Lounge, Espace SO, 

Kent Explora, and Daraj 

El Fan in Beirut. Selected 

for the FORTUNE/State 

(BGD '01) writes: "I had a projects and designing for a number of multinational Department International 
show last year at the Victoria 

and Albert Museum in London 

for a day and have had some 

short films in festivals and 

on-line galleries.". His email is 

hattarboy@hotmail. com. 

Tracy Nasr 
(BArch '03) writes: "For 

some people architecture is 

simply the art of building. But 

today architecture has many 

bifurcations. Since I gradu

ated, I have worked as a 

consultant, as a client rep

resentative, and as a project 

manager. 

After graduation, I initially 

wanted to explore creative 

design. The Architecture 

Department at AUB oriented 

us more towards conceptual 

design and architectural crea

tivity, so most graduates took 

that route. I ended up work

ing with KEO International 

Consultants in Kuwait, one of 

the biggest architecture and 
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projects in Saudi Arabia. My 

next move was to Dubai in 

2005 with my husband and 

child , the best place to be 

if you're in the construction 

industry. I worked for a year 

and a half as a client repre

sentative for one of the big 

Em irati developers, AI-Ghurair 

City, developing residential 

buildings and malls. 

Fortune 500 clients and 

contributes to the on-going 

process-improvements and 

automation of the various 

functions in the Integration 

Group. He can be reached at: 

gakaoui@integration-imc.com. 

Tammam Yamout 
(BGD '04) has started his 

own firm, Penguin Cube 

Currently, I have devi- (www.penguincube .com). 

ated from that towards 

project management of large 

developments. I am working 

with the company EDARA 

as a project manager on 

The Ritz Carlton Hotel and 

Limestone House in DIFC 

(Oubai International Financial 

Center) . I'm handling the 

architecture and interior 

packages and I am also man

aging our consultants, interior 

designer, and contractor. It is 

a challenging project and a 

wonderful experience to see 

the project under construe-

He writes: "Our process of 

product creation, develop

ment. manufacturing, and 

distribution allows us to use 

eco-friendly and sustainable 

ingredients and materials. 

Design has made its mark 

on all aspects of a product's 

lifeline. Our principle is to 

develop simple, well-designed 

products for sustainable living 

at affordable prices." 

Marie-Joe J. Raidy 
(BGD '05) is currently a 

shareholder and the crea-

Women Leaders Mentoring 

Partnership, she was in 

Washington , DC, Stanford , 

Connecticut, and New York 

for an International Business 

Exchange with Pitney Bowes. 

She also participated in the 

FORTUNE Most Powerful 

Women's Summit in Dana 

Point. California in October 

2007. 

Ghada Salame 
(1997-2000) has just joined 

Mergers and Acquisitions at 

Pricewaterhouse Coopers in 

New York City. She can be 

contacted at 

ghada_ts@yahoo.com. 

Recently_Honored 
Ernest Barsamian 
(BA '48, MD '52) On the day 

he turned 81 , Dr. Barsamian 

was awarded the Ellis Island 

Medal of Honor in New York 

from the National Ethnic 

Coalition of Organizations. 
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The ceremony, which took I Armenian General Benevolent well-known figures from the received the awards for her 
place on Ellis Island, honored Union (AGBU), Armenian political, media, social , and work with the advertising 
nearly 1 00 Americans who 

have made outstanding con

tributions to their own ethnic 

groups and to American 

society. Dr. Barsamian spent 

most of his career as a physi

cian at the Veterans Affairs 

Missionary Association 

of America (AMAA), and 

the Armenian Evangelical 

College West Coast Alumni 

Association, in recognition of 

his services to the AGBU, the 

Armenian community, and his 

role as a historian and author. 

The event also marked his 

40th anniversary as principal 

of the Armenian Evangelical 

College in Beirut. 

Bert Roughton Jr. 

cultural worlds. Ramzi Alam 

El-Din, a member of the 

alumni 's Board of Directors, 

introduced Akram Miknas 

by saying: "Today, we honor 

an AUB alumnus, who is 

the president and CEO of 

agency Wieden+Kennedy 

on a Nike commercial , enti

tled "I Feel Pretty," featuring 

tennis champion Maria 

Sharapova. (The commercial 

can be viewed on YouTube. 

com.) Kaddoura graduated 

Promoseven Holdings. This from AUB with distinction 

company, which started at a in Graphic Design in 2000 
small office in Hamra Road in and then earned a master's 

Beirut in 1968, has become degree in Art Direction at 
today the largest advertise- VCU Adcenter in Richmond, 

ment and communications Virginia, again with four stripe 
company in the Middle East distinction. She is in her sixth 

(former student, 1975) and North Africa and ranks year at Wieden+Kennedy, 
managing editor of the print 52 in the world .. . We are where she is a senior art 
version of the Atlanta Journal

Constitution , presented the 

proud to honor our success

ful and philanthropic friend, 
Norman Fries Distinguished Akram Rachad Miknas." 

Lecture at Georgia Southern 

0/A) Hospital in West Roxbury, University on September 
Massachusetts. His many 26, 2007. He discussed his 
awards include a certificate of experiences as a working 

valor from the Congressional journalist for more than three 
Medal of Honor Society, decades, and explored the 

countless commendations role played by newspapers 
from the VA and the Matson and other traditional media 

Award for teaching as a sur- in today's digital world. He 

geon at Harvard University. moved to Beirut in 197 4 and 
Dr. Barsamian has four chil

dren and ten grandchildren. 

Dr. Zaven Messerlian 
(BA '59, MA '64) was granted 

the St. Sahag-St. Mesrob 

Medal by the Catholicos of 

All Armenians, Karekin II. The 

decoration was presented 

by Archbishop Hovnan 

Derderian in a tribute organ

ized in Pasadena, California 

I 
on August 17, 2007. The 

event was organized by the 

studied economics and com

parative political systems at 

AUBin 1975. 

Akram Rachad Miknas 
(former student, 1963-66) 

was honored by the AUB 

Alumni Association of Kuwait 

at a large gala dinner at 

Le Royal Hotel in Dubai. In 

addition to key figures in 

the Alumni Association, the 

ceremony was attended by 

many ministers, MPs, and 

Mira Kaddoura 
(BA '00) won two Gold Lions 

for excellence in advertising at 

the 54th Cannes International 

Advertising Festival out of 

25,700 entries submitted 

from 80 countries. She is 

the first Lebanese to win this 

prestigious award. Kaddoura 

director on the Nike 

Account. 
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o you g1ve. 

'The Muhanna Foundation recognizes AUB's important role in the overall development 
of the youth in our region, which is why we introduced The Muhanna 
Mathematics Award of Excellence to encourage academic excellence in the 
fields of actuarial science, insurance and mathematics." 
I.E. Muhanna I Beirut, Lebanon I Donors since 1998; first gift in 1992 

"Daniel Bliss was my great-grandfather, and my husband and I give to honor and continue 
the family's commitment to the University and the region. We hope that friends and alumni 
will continue to support AUB in this fragile part of the world where we all long for peace." 

Margit Bliss Orange and Arnold Orange I Donors since 2001; first gift in 1984 I Austin TX 

~ This historic campaign ends Dec. 31, 2007 ... you can still participate! http:/ /give.aub.edu 

The American University of Beirut 

Alumni On-line Community 



Dr. Levon Melikian, 
former dean of students at 
AUB, died in Toronto, Canada 
on August 7 at the age of 90. 
Born in Jerusalem, Palestine, 
on May 17, 1917, Melikian 
attended St. George's British 
Missionary School in Jerusa
lem. Upon receiving his PhD 
in clinical psychology from 
Columbia University in 1955 
he returned to AUB to serve 
as the dean of students. In 
195 7, Melikian married Alice 
Baz Haddad. They remained 
in Lebanon until the start of 
the Lebanese Civil War when 
he accepted a position as a 
professor of psychology at 
the University of Qatar. When 

Hanania was born in Jeru
salem on December 25, 
1908, attended Saint George 
School in Jerusalem, and in 
1931 enrolled at Cambridge 
University where he studied 
law. He is survived by his 
wife Pru, his son Tony, and 
his daughter Caroline. 
Nadim Makdisi , renowned 
journalist and cofounder of 
the Anis Makdisi Program 
at AUB, died in his home in 
Washington DC on Septem
ber 1 at the age of 86. Born 
in 1921 in New York, Makdisi 
was the son of late AUB 
Professor Anis Makdisi and 
Selma Khoury. He studied 
at Columbia University and 

Beyond Bliss Street 
in m e mo riam 

wife Rosanne, former wife 
Maxine E. White, and his only 
child Effie Frances White. 
Dr. Bahij S. Salibi (BA '41, 
MA '44), passed away on 
June 25 at the age of 85 in 
Marshfield, Wisconsin. Salibi , 
who was born on May 16, 
1922, in Omdurman, Sudan, 
received his MD at Harvard 
University. He established 
the Neurological and Neuro
surgical Departments at the 
Marshfield Clinic in Marshfied 
WI. He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret Beverley; children 
Lillian Duerst, Charles Sali
bi, and Ernest Salibi ; seven 
grandchildren, two great
grandchildren; two brothers, 

Mahdi was born on June 21 , 
1926 in Karbala, Iraq. He 
earned a PhD in philosophy 
from the University of Chi
cago in 1954. From 1969 
until he retired in 1996, he 
was director of the Center 
for Middle Eastern Studies 
and chair of the Department 
of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations at Harvard 
University. Mahdi is survived 
by his wife, Sarah Roche
Mahdi; two daughters, Fati
ma and Nadia; and from a 
marriage to Cynthia Risner, 
two stepdaughters, Rachel 
and Rebekah Gerstein . He is 
also survived by his first wife, 
Louise Carus Mahdi. 

he retired in 1985, he and American University, where and one sister. 
his wife moved to Toronto, 
Canada. 

Professor Elias Awad, 
former professor of chemistry 
(1962-89) died on June 12 in 
New York City. After complet
ing his education at the Ger
man School in Jerusalem, 
Awad attended Mauldin Col
lege, Cambridge University 
where he earned his BS and 
MS degrees. He pursued his 
PhD at Washington Univer
sity. Awad is survived by his 
wife, Salwa Najib Khuri, and 
his two sons, Suhayl and 
Sary. Expressions of condo
lence can be sent to: awad@ 
lynxim.com or selwak30@ 
hotmail.com. 

Professor Farid S. Hanania 
former professor of interna
tional law and dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
(1953-65), died in Cahors, 
France at the age of 98. 

he earned a PhD in mass 
communications. In 1996, 
Makdisi started the Pauline 
Nadim Makdisi Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship Fund 
at AUB in memory of his wife 
who died of cancer in 1990. 
He is survived by his sons, 
Anis, Richard, and Nadim; 
grandchildren , Michael , 
James, Lina, Miles, Fadi, and 
Pauline, and great-grandson, 
Maxwell. 

Fred N. White, 
AUB professor of biology 
(1959-61) passed away on 
October 11 , 2006 at the age 
of 79. White received a PhD 
in physiology from the Uni
versity of Illinois in 1953. He 
was a professor of physiol
ogy at UCLA, director of the 
Physiology Research Labo
ratory at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, and a fellow 
at the San Diego Zoological 
Society. He is survived by his 

Fuad S. Kawar 
(BA '41) passed away on 
May 8. After graduating 
from AUB, he studied at the 
School of Law in Jerusalem 
and practiced law in Haifa 
until 1948 when he evacuat
ed to Lebanon. He assumed 
a leading position with ARA
MCO Overseas and joined 
the Lebanese Bar Associa
tion in 1963. Kawar, an active 
alumnus, was general secre
tary of the Alumni Association 
1957-67. He was also chair
man and responsible director 
of the publication committee 
for al Kuliyah and Middle East 
Forum. He is survived by his 
wife of 49 years, Hilda Meo, 
his son Dorian, and daughter 
Rhona. 

Muhsin Sayyid Mahdi 
(BBA '4 7) , Islamic philoso
phy scholar, died on July 9 
in Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Ramiz Kamil Eid 
(BA '50, BSCE '51) passed 
away on June 6 at the age 
of 80. Born in Jerusalem in 
1927, Eid was educated in 
Palestine at St. George's and 
Bishop Gobat. Eid worked 
for various engineering firms 
in Lebanon and the Gulf 
until 1986 when he moved 
with his family to the United 
States. He is survived by 
his wife Nuhad Katibah Eid 
(BA '59), his sons Samer 
and Nadim, and daughter 
Marguerite. 

Vera Wahbe Hudson 
(BS '58) died of pancreatic 
cancer on June 20 at her 
home in Chevy Chase, Mary
land. At the time of her death 
she was a biologist in the 
Specialized Information Serv
ices of the National Library of 
Medicine (NLM) in Bethesda, 
where she had worked since 
1983. From 1975 to 1983 



Vera Wahoo at AUB beach 

she worked as a biologist for 

the National Institute of Occu

pational Safety and Health 

in Rockville. At NLM she 
managed many information 

activities, including the devel

opment and maintenance of 
the Hazardous Substances 

Data Bank (HSDB). In recent 

years she contributed sub

stantially to the develop

ment of new internet-based 

products such as Haz-Map 

and the Household Products 

Database. She is survived 
by her husband of 44 years, 

Michael C. Hudson; daugh

ters Leila Olga Hudson and 

Aida Joan Hudson; sister 

Tatiana Wahbe Butter; and 
four grandchildren. 

"We met on the day I entered 

AUB as a freshman. It 

in memoriam 

was registration day and a 
long line of anxious incom

ing freshmen stood silently 

except for one section where 

there was laughter and inter

mingling. At the heart of all 
the merriment was a viva

cious girl, Vera Wahbe, who 

seemed to know everyone. 

She was admired by every
one, and with good reason. 

We elected her to represent 

our freshman class in the 
Women's Student Organiza

tion, and the next year she 

was elected president. She 

excelled in sports, winning 

at least six gold medals in 

a variety of track and field 
events. She also managed 

to make the highest grades 

while maintaining a very 

active social life." 

AUB classmate and lifelong 

friend Najiba Abui-Husn 

(Battaile). 

Dr. Faysal B. Najjar 
(BS '60, MD '64), died on 

June 6 in Saudi Arabia at 
the age of 67. After complet

ing his MD and residency at 

AUB, he did a clinical fellow

ship at the Johns Hopkins 

University Hospital. He was 

clinical instructor in surgery 
(1970-76), clinical assistant 

professor of surgery (1976-

86), clinical associate profes

sor of surgery (1986--2005), 

deputy chief of staff (1988-

94), and director of AUBMC 

(1990-94). Najjar is survived 

by his wife, Hala, and three 
children: Samer, Mazen, and 

Diala. 

John Watson 
(BA '64) died September 

1, 2006. After retiring from 

NYNEX in New York City, 

John worked at Keewaydin 

Camp in Salisbury, Vermont, 

feeding and caring for the 

homeless, and advocating 

for peace and justice. He 

will be missed by all who 
knew his generous spirit. He 

is survived by his wife Hanan, 

son Nessim, daughter-in-law 

Peach, granddaughter Maya, 

sister Allyan, and neph
ew Plinio. His wife, Hanan 

Sa'id Watson (BA '64, MA 

'66) may be contacted at 

hswatson@nyc. rr. com. 

Nadine Khayyat 
Safieddine (BA '91, MA '94) 

passed away September 2 
after suffering from a brain 

tumor. Her former professor 

wrote: "During thirty seven 

years of teaching at AUB, I 
have not met a more digni

fied, genuine, intelligent, and 

modest person than Nadine 

Khayyat Safieddine. Nadine 

was a person one finds only 

in fairy tales .. . she was too 

good to be true. Her attach

ment to the memory of her 
late father and her devotion 

to her mother, sister and late 

brother was remarkable. A 

few years back she donated 

funds to equip a modern 

seminar room at AUB in 

memory of her late father. 
She also funded a state-of

the-art lab in the Department 

of Social and Behavioral Sci

ences in the name of her late 

brother. The more I knew her 

the more I grew fond of her." 
Professor Nabil Oajani 
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- Why do you give? 
((Because A UB graduates can make a difference." 

Rabih Itani (BE' 92) I Beirut, l.ebanon I Donor since 2003 

[;] This historic campaign ends Dec. 31, 2007 ... you can still participate! http:/ /give.aub.edu 
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Don't miss out on AUB announcements any longer! 
The University sends regular notices, news, event details, etc. by email in order to cut costs. 

If you have not been receiving these emails through the AUB Alumni On-line Community, now 
is the time to update your contact information: 

1. Visit the AUB On-line 
Community to update 
your profile: www. 
aub.edu.lb/alumni 

Full Name: 

Preferred email address: 

OR 

2. Email with the 
information below 
to: ching@aub.edu 

OR 

3. Fill out this form, 
put a stamp on the 
reverse and drop it 
in the mail 

AUB graduation year: 



AUB Alumni On-line Community 
c/o Ellen Ching-Carlon 
3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 





Bechtel building 1957 

MainGate welcomes submissions of AUB historic photos for the magazine and the university archives. 
Contact the editors: maingate@aub.edu.lb 


