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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

In this issue of MainGate magazine, you will meet AUB professors and students 

changing children's lives, improving health-care access to entire communities, 

and training medical professionals across the region. Coincidentally, the theme 

that ties these topics together, chosen many months ago, is Palestine and its 

people. As I write this letter, a fragile cease-fire continues to hold in Gaza after 

several weeks of conflict and carnage. 

Especially at such a moment of regional trauma, we must understand 

how important it is that we recommit ourselves to the mission of this 

great University: "to provide excellence in education, to participate in the 

advancement of knowledge through research, and to serve the peoples of the 

Middle East and beyond." Serving the peoples of the Middle East takes many 

forms, and AUB has historically pursued many avenues of service-educating 

generations of young men and women, caring for the healthcare needs of 

the people of Lebanon and the region , seeking opportunities to reach out to 

communities in need, and conducting research on topics that are important to 

regional advancement. 

Yet at a time when the needs are so great, our resources are severely 

constrained. Like virtually all institutions of higher education, AUB has suffered 

losses in the current financial meltdown. The University has already taken 

steps to economize and will continue to do so. At the same time, we are 

reaching out to the members of the AUB family to ask for their help. Although 

the University is seeking support for many initiatives such as the ongoing work 

to build new facilities , renovate our classrooms and laboratories, invest in the 

Medical Center, and secure resources for our eight new PhD offerings, the 

priority now-as it has been for many years- is financial aid. Our ability to 

offer unrestricted and restricted scholarship support enables us to educate 

students from around the world, of all backgrounds and circumstances, 

creating a gathering of minds with diverse perspectives that can positively 

impact every community, both here and abroad. The vital work in Palestinian 

communities presently being pursued by our students and faculty is only one 

example of the shining difference AUB can make. 

It is vital that we be able to offer young men and women the opportunity 

to attend AUB and to build new lives here in the Middle East: quite simply, it 

represents hope for the future. I hope you will join me in the New Year by 

pledging your support . 

Peter F. Dorman 

President , American University of Beirut 



Letters 
f r o m t h e ed itor s 

Education, service, research. At AUB, these core ideals can be seen in so many ways - both on and off campus, in science 
labs, at the medical center, at the AUB farm in the Beqa'a. In this issue of MainGate, we learn that many students and 
faculty members have made improving the conditions of Palestinian communities in Lebanon and the region an integral 
part of their university experience. Although we planned this issue a long time ago, recent events have made it, unfor
tunately, a most timely topic. In Views from Campus, we have included reports on student fundraising activities to raise 
money for communities in Gaza, while the features investigate the work of AUB students, faculty members, and health 
care professionals from the AUB Medical Center and the Faculty of Health Sciences in Palestinian camps in Lebanon and 
with institutions in Palestine. We also introduce the lssam Fares Institute initiative on Policy and Governance in Palestinian 
Refugee Camps, and additional facu lty research on health and living conditions in Lebanon 's camps. 

This is work that is ongoing , work that is improving people 's lives on every level. Read through our stories - you'll find 
medical students providing health-care services, chi ldren empowered, doctors trained, homes rebuilt, systems restored . 
This is what education, service, and research can accomplish as AUB trains its students to put their knowledge to work 
in surrounding communities. 

Ada H. Porter and Ibrahim Khoury 

Coeditors, MainGate 

maingate@aub.edu.lb 

Fall 2008, Vol. VII, No. 1 
The Art of AUB 
Kindly advise when each issue of 

MainGate goes on-line. And how can 

I view the AUB permanent art collec

tion? It 's brilliant! 

George Zamel (BBA '79) 

Abu Dhabi 
The on-line edition of the magazine is 
posted as soon as we go to press
you can find it at www.aub.edu. 
fbi -webmgate. For more information 
on the art collection, contact: muse
umcom@aub.edu.lb -Ed. 

Congratulations for the interesting and 

informative issue of MainGate, which 

Fractional Module with Blue, 1950, Oil on 
Canvas, 36x36cm ~Y Saloua Raouda Choucair, 

gave a wide overview of the Lebanese 

artistic movement through the experi

ence of Helen Khal (Beirut: A World 

of Art). I wish to draw your attention, 

however, to one mistake: a piece 

attributed to Hussein Madi, on page 

25, is actually a 1950 painting by artist 

Saloua Raouda Choucair. 

Omar Gharzeddine (BA'83) 

New York, NY 

Summer 2008, Vol. VI, No. 4 
A Summer Mezze 

Attn. FEA: 
During a visit to Switzerland, I ended 

up in an extraordinary exhibition in 

downtown Zurich-"a glimpse of the 

works of the SHAGALI iodaa." The 

work of this interdisciplinary design, 

architecture, and arts office was really 

out of the ordinary, replete with art

ful , sustainable, green designs that 

were completely carbon neutral. Their 

designs and products remind me of 

Victor Papanek's phrase: "Design has 

become the most powerful tool with 

Sincere congratulations for the deli- which man shapes his tools and envi-

cious edition of "A Summer Mezze"! We 

receive four issues of every MainGate, 

which we read rapidly-but this is the 

ronments (and, by extension, society 

and himsel~." The firm advocates for 

change- globally, locally, economically, 

first time that the entire family has educationally, socially, technologically, 

read the different articles on food and and all this through design research 

eating with so much interest. We hope interventions. I believe that faculty and 

that you will continue with "practical" students in engineering, architecture, 

subjects like this one with the same and design and urban landscape and 

beautiful presentation . planning-as well as Lebanon 's design 

Max Zaccar, Anne Marie Zaydan (BBA '78), community - would appreciate their 

Diane Zaccar (BBA '03) , work in this current craze for carbon-

Coralie Zaccar (BBA '07) 

Jounieh , Lebanon 
1- If you want only one copy, email 
us at maingate@aub.edu.lb and 
2-Thanks! -Ed. 

neutral, zero-energy design and social 

sustainability. 

Mark White 

Atlanta, GA 
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views from ca mpus 

II University News 
Common abbreviations found in MainGate: 

II 

On Founders Day 
Founders Day Student Essay Theme 

for 2008: "Each generation of the 

University's leaders has faced the 

question: What from AUB's past 

should be preserved (or revived), and 

what needs to change? What advice 

would you give new President Peter 

Dorman in this regard?" 

AUB celebrated Founders Day on 

December 1, 2008, at a ceremony in 

Assembly Hall featuring speeches by 

former FHS Dean Huda Zurayk and 

student essay winner Paul Ramia. 

In his opening remarks , President 

Peter Dorman said, the "founders of 

this university would have been enor-

Founders Day Ceremony 

Faculties: 

FAFS: Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

FAS: Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
' FEA: Faculty of Engineering and Architecture 

FHS: Facu lty of Health Sciences 

FM: Facu lty of Medicine 

SoN: School of Nursing 

OSB: Su liman S. Olayan School of Business 

Institutes, Centers, and Departments: 

AUBMC: American University of Beirut Medical Center 

GAMES: Center for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies 

CAMS: Center for Advanced Mathematical Sciences 
CASAR: Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz Alsaud Center for American 

Studies and Research 

IFI: The lssam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs 

PSPA: Political Studies and Public and Administration 

our student elect ions and even from 

our very campus. Too long has the 

University kept quiet about the highly 

polarized and tense atmosphere that 

accompanies the election period and 

distracts the students from voting for 

the candidate whose allegiance is to 

the University and not to an external 

political party. " 

mously gratified, and perhaps not a little forefathers if we cannot reproduce 

During her address, keynote 

speaker Huda Zurayk noted that 

despite the fact that there are forces 

that determine our present and our 

future that "are much more powerful 

and much bigger than this University ... 

we have the mission and responsibility 

to prepare our students for a better 

future for themselves and for this 

region, no matter what the grave 

uncertainties and dangerous power 

politics are that surround us. " 

astonished" that the American model those accomplishments and reap 

of education is in such high demand their benefits today? The past means 

across every region of the Middle nothing without the present," he went 

East. Ramia, in turn, urged President on to say. Ramia spoke eloquently ( More On-line ~J 
Dorman to change "everything." "What about the need "to expel the partisan 

good are the accomplishments of our politics that divide our country, from 

MainGate Winter 2009 



President Dorman with guests at the DBS President's Reception in New York 

Benefitting Brave Heart 
On October 18, a gala dinner to ben

efit the Brave Heart Fund was held in 

Dubai under the patronage of Princess 

Haya, wife of Sheikh Mohamad bin 

Rashed AI-Maktoum, vice president 

and prime minister of the UAE and 

ruler of Dubai . Minister of Higher 

Education and Scientific Research 

Sheikh Nahyan bin MubarakAI-Nahyan 

and Minister of Health Humaid AI 

Qutami joined more than 470 guests 

for an evening featuring an art auction 

of works donated by local artists and 

galleries. Inspired by TV personality

and skilled auctioneer- Neshan Der 

Haroutounian, those in attendance 

spent more than one million AED 

VP for Medical Affairs and FM Dean Nadim Cortas commended Brave Heart Fund founders Riham Kosta 
Serhan and Joumana Ghandour Atallah for five years of commitment to the fund. 

Daniel Bliss Society 
President's Reception 
November 11 , 2008: Daniel Bliss Society (DBS) 
members, alumni, and friends met with AUB 
President Peter Dorman at the first annual AUB 
President's Reception in New York. During his 
introductory remarks, Vice Chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees Philip Khoury discussed the new Daniel 
Bliss Society Leadership Committee and its efforts 
to increase DBS membership worldwide. President 
Dorman spoke of his family's historical links with 
AUB and of his immense gratitude, pride, and hope 
during these challenging times. 

President Dorman, Amin Khalaf (president of WAAAUB 
NY Metro Chapter), Roland Abi Nader (treasurer of the 
WAAAAUB NY Metro Chapter) 

(US$ 277 ,000) at the auction that wi ll 

benefit the Brave Heart Fund. The 

fund's mission to help needy children 

with congenital heart disease (CHD) 

inspired Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak 

AI-Nahyan's moving opening speech 

and the emotional testimonies that 

followed . The audience also enjoyed a 

comedy routine by Nemr Abou Nassar 

and musical entertainment from the 

duo Raja and Manal that lightened the 

mood. The Brave Heart Fund, which 

was established at the Children's 

Heart Center at AUBMC in November 

2003 by volunteers whose lives have 

been touched by congenital heart 

disease, has so far provided financial 

assistance to more than 500 children 

with CHD. Every dollar donated to 

the fund is used to pay for heart 

surgery for needy patients. Learn 

more at www.braveheartfund.org. 
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West Hall Common Room 
Dedicated to Mahmoud 
Malhas 

campus 

included a small stipend. Many years 

later, Malhas discovered that Crawford 

had paid for his education out of his 

The multi-purpose student common own pocket. In appreciation, Malhas 

room in West Hall has been com

pletely renovated with a $600,000 

donation from Mahmoud Malhas (BA 

'57). For Malhas, it is very much a gift 

in gratitude for something that took 

has given generously to AUB for many 

years , including for the reconstruction 

of College Hall. The Mahmoud Malhas 

Common Room includes an exhibi

tion area, a study room, discussion 

spaces, and an exam room , and has 

been furnished with modern , brightly-

Featured 
Videos 

IFI 
30 years after Camp David: 

A memo to the Arab World, 

Israel, and the Quartet 

Presented by Jimmy Carter, thirty-ninth 

President of the United States 

http:! /wwwl b . aub.edu .I b/ -ace/ 

colored furniture and equipped with a ServicesNideos_IFI.htm 

Reception in West Hall 

place more than 50 years ago. While a 

first year economics student. financial 

constraints nearly forced Malhas to 

leave university. When AUB President 

Archie Crawford heard his story, he 

sent Malhas to the Comptroller's 

Office where he was told that he had 

been awarded a full scholarship that 

covered his tuition and books, and 

sound system, two large 1V screens, 

an overhead projector, and Internet 

access. 

AUB Marks the Anniversary 
ofthe Death of AUB President 
Malcolm Kerr 
The AUB community gathered on 

January 19 to commemorate the 25th 

anniversary of the assassination of the 

ninth president of AUB, Malcolm Kerr, 

who was shot by unknown assailants 

outside his College Hall office on 

January 18, 1984. AUB President 

Peter Dorman placed a bouquet of 

flowers on the Kerr Memorial Stone 

outside College Hall under the shel

tering branches of the banyan tree. 

Student exhibition in the renovated Mahmoud Malhas Common Room 

MainGate W i nter 2009 

Jimmy Carter 

CASAR 
The Middle East Policies of the 

Bush and Obama Administrations. 

Presented by Rami Khouri and 

Michael Young http://www.youtube. 

com/watch?v=09HQoC_E_tk 

On Foreign Policy and Peace 

Discussion with Rt. Hon. David 

Miliband, MP, Secretary of State for 

Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 

United Kingdom http://www.youtube. 

com/watch?v=f773SUK-DoQ 

More News, Views And 
Videos From Campus: 
To receive AUB's e-newsletter deliv

ering international media headlines 

and news from AUB to members of 

the university community worldwide, 

send an e-mail to aub-views-request@ 

aub.edu.lb with the word subscribe 

in the body of the message. 



Inside the Gate 
vi' ews from ca mpu s 

During the memorial service in 1984, II From the Faculties 
Ann Kerr read the following statement: 

"For his death to have any meaning at 

all, it must be to leave a legacy for this 

university and for Lebanon. , , It was 

his fervent wish that all students at 

AUB put their loyalty to their university 

before their loyalty to their political 

and religious backgrounds; that they 

work together for the common good 

Memorial Ceremony for Malcom Kerr 

of AUB; study hard, play hard, and 

leave the university well prepared to 

become mature, liberally educated, 

public minded citizens of their own 

countries. It is only such people who 

can help to bridge the deep cultural 

misunderstandings that led to my hus

band's death." In a glass encasement 

near the memorial plaque, there is a 

letter from Kerr's children that reads: 

"Dear Dad, We are proud of you and 

glad you came to AUB." 

( More On-line ~J 

FEA 

Spaces of Faith and Fun 
The Department of Architecture and 

Design 's 2008 City Debates focused 

on "Spaces of Faith and Fun. " The 

debates, which have been presented 

since 2001, once again attracted 

an international roster of students, 

sociologists, urban planners, and 

anthropologists from Europe, the 

Middle East, and South America who 

exchanged ideas on various topics 

related to urbanism such as the spati

ality of the Islamic public sphere in the 

Muslim world and its socio-cultural 

impact on the built environment 

The lectures presented at the con

ference documented places in and 

out of the city that bring together faith 

and fun-diverse locales like cafes, 

amusement parks, and pilgrimage 

sites that accommodate religious 

concerns by offering halal meat and 

non-alcoholic beverages. One of the 

discussions that took place built on 

the research of Mona Harb, associate 

professor of urban design and politics, 

who has been studying two destina

tions: the Fantasy World amusement 

park and AI-Saha Traditional Village, 

a theme restaurant in the Dahiyeh, 

Beirut 's southern suburb. Participants 

explored how communities and social 

and spatial relationships are reshaped 

by the nature of the sites themselves. 

Does, for example, the presence 

of Fantasy World and the AI-Saha 

Traditional Vi llage attract consumers 

from northern Beirut to the Dahiyeh? If 

so, how does this impact the residents 

of the Dahiyeh? 

Sensing Fire from Afar 
A team of AUB scientists led by 

Professor of electrical and computer 

engineering lmad EI-Hajj has suc

cessfully developed a unique sensor 

system that can be used to help battle 

forest fires through early detection. 

With funding from the Association for 

Forest Development and Conservation 

(AFDC), a Lebanese association 

dedicated to improving environmental 

management, EI-Hajj and his col

leagues have been working for the 

past year to develop this new device 

that consists of cell-phone-sized sen

sors that can detect humidity and 

temperature levels as well as smoke 

and sunlight intensity. More than 2,000 

hectares of forest were lost to fire in 

2007 , the worst year in a decade. 

AFDC estimates that forests covered 

35 percent of Lebanon in 1965-and 

only 13 percent in 2007, 

Ma i nGate Wi n te r 2009 II 
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views from campus 

News in Media 
Communication 
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

is planning to introduce a media 

communication diploma program 

within the Department of Social and 

Behavioral Sciences (SBS). "This new 

program [will fill] an important need 

for both AUB students and graduate 

students working in media institutions 

in the region. It is structured to provide 

the diploma holder with a command of 

both the professional and theoretical 

areas of media communication, with 

a focus on media ethics and social 

responsibility," says Nabil Dajani, pro

fessor of communication in the SBS 

Department. 

FAFS 

New Agribusiness 
Program at FAFS 
AUB's Board ofTrustees has approved 

a BS in agribusiness program at 

the Faculty of Agricultural and Food 

Sciences. The three-year undergradu

ate program will offer students a 

unique opportunity to choose from 

among a broad selection of courses to 

acquire a comprehensive knowledge 

of the decision-making processes of 

business and the technical aspects of 

modern agriculture and food systems. 

For more information on this new 

program, contact fafs@aub.edu .lb 

( More On-line ~J 
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FHS from the Burj AI-Barajneh Camp in 

Beirut, and UNRWA (United Nations 

Showing Solidarity with the Relief and Works Agency) for Palestine 

Children of Gaza Refugees in the Near East on a year-

A group of researchers at the FHS 

Department of Health Behavior and 

Education is working with a coali

tion of NGOs, residents of all ages 

Oaderoon on campus 



Inside the Gate 
v i· e w s f r o m c a m p u s 

long intervention with children, their 

families, and schools. The Qaderoon 

project focuses on building chi ldren 's 

social skills to improve their psychoso

cial health (see page 20). On January 

11 , more than 150 children from the 

camp participating in Qaderoon came 

to campus for "A Day of Solidarity with 

Gaza," during which they participated 

in poetry, pictures, dancing, drawing, 

and songs to support children. 

OSB 

Harvard Business Dean 
Lectures at AUB on 
Marketing and Democracy 
Harvard Business School Associate 

Dean and Lincoln Filene Professor of 

Business Administration at Harvard 

University John A. Quelch spoke on 

December 1, 2008, in West Hall 's 

Bathish Auditorium on "how good 

Olayan School of Business as part 

of the Salim Kheireddine/ AI Mawarid 

Bank Lecture Series, Quelch argued 

that marketing should be used as a 

tool for social change. He pointed to 

the Obama campaign as an excellent 

example of a successful marketing 

plan, noting that it included a compel

ling biography, a positive vision, a 

consistent core message, a comple

mentary line extension, innovation in 

communication , and a multi-pronged 

aggressive outreach campaign. 

FM/AUBMC 

AUB Inaugurates 
the P. Abou Khater 
Ambulatory Care Center 
AUB inaugurated the first wound 

care center in Lebanon as well as 

a multi-specialty outpatient clinic on 

Monday, December 29, 2008. The 
marketing makes for better democ- Pierre Y. Abou Khater Ambulatory Care 
racy." In his talk, organized by the Center and the Graham and Meredith 

II Reviews 

Rooke Wound Care Center will offer 

sophisticated patient care in a center 

that enrolls nearly 160 doctors. The 

center was made possible by a gener

ous gift by the late Pierre Y. Abou 

Khater, the former chairman and CEO 

of the Globe Group of Companies, 

who passed away in 2001 . During the 

inaugural ceremony, President Peter 

Dorman explained that Abou Khater's 

gift not only permitted AUB to reno

vate the old outpatient department but 

also to initiate "a new way of offering 

The LC!,r.tcy of the Kitiib 

~"';.;;·,~~~~Di.~ 
nn.u"• ..._...,.,""''kAI.. n-v 

The Legacy of the Kitab: Sibawayhi's Analytical Methods within the 

Context of the Arabic Grammatical Theory 

[Brill, 2008] by Ramzi Baalbaki 

The Legacy of the Kitab is a comprehensive study of the first and most impressive treatise on 
Arabic grammar: the Kitab of Sibawayhi. In his new book, Baalbaki argues that grammar's central 
position within the wider Arab culture promotes our understanding of the various disciplines 
with which it has interacted throughout its long history of development. Baalbaki also explores 
the enormous influence that the Kitab has had on overall grammatical tradition and points 

out that most of Sibawayhi's terms, notions, categories, arguments and analytical tools were adopted by subsequent 
grammarians. Students of Arabic may be interested to find that according to Baalbaki , the difficulties they face mastering 
Arabic grammar is an old phenomenon that goes back to the time of the earliest grammarians. 

Professor Ramzi Baa/baki holds the Margaret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Chair of Arabic at AUB. 

MainGate Winter 2009 II 
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e w s campus 

patient care" by pooling the expertise II St d t N 
of different specialists into each medi- . u en ews 
cal case. 

Abou Khater was inspired to found 

the center after his own inpatient expe

rience at the Rochester, Minnesota 

based Mayo Clinic, where he was 

being treated by Dr. Thorn Rooke-a 

renowned cardiovascular researcher 

who founded the Mayo Clinic Wound 

Care Center. Abou Khater decided 

to name the wound care center after 

Rooke's two young children, Graham 

and Meredith, who had both recently 

been ki lled in a terrible car crash. 

Rooke readi ly offered his training skills, 

medical and fundraising expertise to 

help start the center at AUB. 

A self-taught, globally successful 

businessman, Abou Khater was known 

for his engaging personality and net

working skills, said Dr. Nadim Cortas, 

vice-president of medical affairs and 

the Raja N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 

AUB Responds to Gaza 
Crisis 
AU B students, facu lty, staff, and doc

tors responded to the crisis in Gaza 

with a silent vig il at the hospital, a 

two-hour open mike sit- in at the Main 

Gate, and by raising and contributing 

money to help Palestinian civilians. 

Student groups and clubs on campus 

and at the Medical Center joined 

forces and coordinated activities to 

raise awareness about the Gaza crisis 

and mobilize support and raise funds 

for Palestinian civi lians . The AUB 

community responded generously, 

contributing more than $16,000 for 

supplies and medical aid. 

Fill-A-Bag Campaign Helps 
Orphans and the Displaced 
AUB students, the Center for Civic 

of Medicine and Medical Center. Abou Engagement and Community Service 

Khater also supported educational (CCECS), and the Office of Student 

institutions all over Lebanon, including Affairs organized a Fiii -A-Bag campaign 

scholarship funds at AUB, and built in December 2008 to collect dona-

a school for girls in China. "I am tions of clothes and toys for the Amel 

honored to ... pay tribute to the life of Association, which handled distribution 

a man whose generosity was bound- to Iraqi refugee families in Lebanon; 

less," said Cortas. "He wanted others the Home of Hope that cares for street 

to have and enjoy the same medical children of all ages and backgrounds; 

opportunities he had." and the Nahr EI-Bared Relief Campaign 

Closing the inauguration ceremony that is helping the displaced residents 

was Or. Rooke, who explained the from the Nahr EI-Bared Camp. 

type of wounds that such a care center 

could treat, including those result-

ing from modern-day diseases such 

as diabetes and atherosclerosis. "A 

wound care center is a place bringing 

together the right people into the right 

place for the right purpose," he said. 

( More On-line \ ) 
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Raising awareness and fundraising for Gaza victims 

Students participating in the Fiii-A-Bag campaign 

Scholarship News 
The internat ional management con

sulting firm Booz & Company wil l 

donate $300,000 to an endowed 

scholarship fund for engineering stu

dents. Starting in the fall of 2009, 

the money generated from the Booz 

& Company Endowed Scholarship 

Award will provide partial tuition 

support for fourth-year engineering 

students chosen for their high aca

demic performance, involvement in 

extracurricular activities, and financial 

need. Booz & Company also pledged 

to donate an additional $15,000 to 

provide scholarships for two fourth

year engineering students during the 

current academic year. 



Student Representative 
Committee (SRC) Election 

Photos of 2008 SRC elections by AUB student Alia Zahi Haju 

Off the Wall-Political Posters of the Lebanese Civil War 

[I.B.Tauris & Co. Ltd.: January 2009] by Zeina Masri 

In Off the Wall , Zeina Masri relates the story of the 15-year Lebanese 
civil war through a rich collection of political posters, which were part of 

a widely acclaimed exhibit (Signs of Conflict) that she curated as part of 
Home Works IV: A Forum on Cultural Practices, held in Beirut in the spring 

of 2008. This profoundly interesting volume, which includes a foreword 
by Professor Fawwaz Traboulsi, contains beautiful and haunting images 
that are sure to provoke powerful memories among some readers and 
be new and illuminating to others. Maasri 's insightful text analyzes the 

posters, which she has organized in four typologies (leadership, commemoration, martyrdom, and 
belonging), and links the changing iconography to the transformation of political identities and 
national imaginaries during wartime. She argues against the conventional propaganda framework 

oa.l~ll ... foiooolllli~o:oll I'IYA .JI.:.i 11 

-~ o.1~ ••• n.~• ............. ~ 

and reductive model of "mass persuasion" to propose 

instead a rethink of political posters in civil war contexts as 

"symbolic sites of struggle, every bit as fiercely contested as 

the streets they adorn. " 

Zeina Maasri is an associate professor of Graphic Design 

at AUB. 
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II Faculty News 

French National Academy 
of Medicine Honors Dr. Ali 
Bazarbachi 
Assistant Dean for Research and 

Professor of Hematology-Oncology in 

the Department of Internal Medicine 

and Bone Marrow Transplant Unit 

Director at AUBMC Ali Bazarbachi 

was named laureate of the French 

National Academy of Medicine 

2008 and received the Prix Aimee 

et Raymond Mande for his work on 

targeted therapy on human leukemia. 

He and his team have been working 

to determine the deficiencies in cancer 

cell programs and on finding targeted 

therapies for those defects that will 

eliminate malignant cells without harm

ing the normal cells in the body. His 

research has led to the discovery of 

successful treatments currently used 

to treat incurable types of leukemia 

and lymph node cancer. 

Abu Fadil Appointed to Arab 
Journalist Award Board 
Magda Abu Fadil, the director of AUB's 

Journalism Training Program, has been 

selected by the General Secretariat 

of the Arab Journalism Award to join 

the governing board for its media 

awards program. The board, which 

will oversee the award process for the 

next three years, includes top media 

personalities and academics from the 

Gulf, North Africa, and the Levant. 

II Current Research 

II 

Diabetics May Fast During 
Ramadan, with Care 
Researchers including Dr. Abdallah 

Kobeissy, Department of Internal 

Medicine, have published a paper 

showing that with care, patients with 

type one diabetes can fast during 

the month of Ramadan with mini

mal complications. The report gives 

detailed recommendations on proper 

adjustments to the insulin regimen 

to coincide with the two main meals 

eaten during Ramadan-one before 

dawn (Suhur) and the other at sunset 

(lftar). It also provides guidance for 

health care professionals in managing 

patients who wish to observe the 

fast. According to the researchers, 

patients who observe the fast should 

be advised to monitor their blood glu

cose regularly, avoid skipping meals or 

overeating, and maintain contact with 

their physician throughout the fast. 

"Fasting is contraindicated in patients 

with poorly controlled type one dia

betes, those who are noncompliant 

with diet and medication, those who 

engage in intense physical activity, 

pregnant women, and the elderly," 

wrote Kobeissy. 

Seeking Help for Mental 
Illness 
Mental health patients in Lebanon 

who suffer from post war mental ill 

nesses are not seeking valuable 

psychiatric help for many reasons 

including financial constraints, lack 

of awareness, and the social stigma 

associated with mental illness. Dori 

Hachem, a psychiatrist at AUBMC 

and the Hopital Psychiatrique de Ia 

Croix, says that many Lebanese men

tal patients do not want to be treated 

notes that few insurance companies 

in Lebanon pay for psychiatric treat

ment. "Nobody covers psychotherapy 

in Lebanon. But the government offers 

the newest anti-psychotics for free," 

he said. Another reason that so few 

patients are receiving proper treat

ment for depression, according to 

Hachem, is that the profession is 

neither recognized nor controlled by 

any governmental institution . 

New CNRS Collaboration 
AUB and the Lebanese National Council 

for Scientific Research (CNRS) have 

launched a three-year collaboration to 

establish three Association Research 

Units (ARUs) to focus research in the 

areas of air quality, water quality, and 

nutrition . "This program represents an 

ideal way to move forward by encour

aging and supporting the capabilities 

of academic research institutions in 

the country," said Dr. Mouin Hamze, 

secretary general of CNRS. 

The three projects will pair AUB 

with other universities in Lebanon. 

Researchers from AUB and St. 

Joseph University wi ll work together 

to study and monitor air quality and 

determine the percentage and nature 

of poisonous gases in greater Beirut. 

In the second ARU, AUB and the 

Lebanese American University will 

team up to address water resource 

issues with the goal of improving 

water quality and ensuring the sus

tainable management of Lebanon's 

water resources. AUB, St. Joseph 

University, and Saint -Esprit , Kaslik 

University will collaborate in the third 

by a psychiatrist. One of the reasons is ARU on research on malnutrition 
that psychotherapy is a more expen- and obesity in Lebanon to enhance 
sive treatment than mood stabilizers the nutritional health of children and 

and anti-depressive drugs. Hachem adults in Lebanon. 
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Established in 1962, the National 

Council for Scientific Research is 

a public institution that formulates 

national science and technology 

policy, initiating, guiding , supporting , 

and conducting scientific research 

programs and activities in Lebanon. 

Hot or not? 
Mohammad AI-Othmani, who is work

ing under the supervision of Professor 

Nesreen Ghaddar, is enrolled in 

AUB's PhD program in mechanical 

engineering. 

Mohammad AI-Othmani spends a 

lot of his time worrying about making 

you comfortable-is the room too hot, 

too cold? Or, to make an important 

distinction, do you feel that the room is 

too hot or too cold? This is a question 

of thermal comfort, which ASHRAE 

(the American Society of Heating, 

Refrigerating , and Air-Conditioning 

Engineers) defines as "the state of 

mind that expresses satisfaction 

with the surrounding environment." 

How we feel about the surrounding 

environment is relevant not just to 

how comfortable we feel, but also to 

energy use. "One of the goals of those 

of us working in this field is to identify 

systems that use less energy to make 

My American Bride 

(Quartet Books, 2008] by Elie Salem 

people feel comfortable," AI-Othmani 

says. 

AI-Othmani , who earned a BE 

in mechanical engineering from the 

Lebanese University Branch Ill before 

transferring to AUB to do a master's 

degree with Ghaddar, is one of two 

PhD students in the Department 

of Mechanical Engineering. He 

spent the first year of his PhD 

research in AUB 's environ

mental chamber lab testing 

a bioheat model that he 

developed as a master's 

student to compare the 

effectiveness of radiative 

MY 
AMERICAN 

BRIDE 
Ell[ A SALEM 

., . ,_ ·~ • - ' . ~.... . ... . . .. ... 

The title of Elie Salem's latest book, My American Bride, suggests a biography of his wife, Phyllis, 
but the preface concludes, "As I loved that American girl, I must relate my story through her." The 
book is a rich combination of autobiography and biography, with elements of history and serious 
anthropological exploration of cultural collision between the Arab world and the West, specifically 
between Lebanon and the United States. In this story, as Elie absorbs American culture and ideas, 
Phyllis gradually becomes Lebanese. 

About the book, Salem, former Faculty of Arts and Sciences dean (197 4-82) and deputy prime minister 
and minister of foreign affairs (1982-84), currently president of the University of Balamand, wrote, "This is not a good time for 
Arabs and Americans. Indeed, a wave of hatred and abject misunderstanding permeates the sphere between them. I write in 
the hope that it is useful to tell our story, essentially a love story, at such a time." 

The story recounts with engaging humor, Salem's own "social trial and error" in the United States as a young graduate 
student and later as a university professor at Johns Hopkins, but also provides specific details of his growing up in the Koura 
under the patriarchal rule of his father Adib. Mixed in are details of Phyllis 's sometimes painful introduction to "village life," and 
specific accounts of her introduction of her own family to Lebanon. 

Blending Lebanese and American culture, the couple moved together toward new careers. Salem recounts war difficulties as 
FAS dean and Phyllis 's role as director of AMIDEAST, where she counseled students to go to the United States for education, 
but always urged them to return to Lebanon . Phyllis 's calm, humanistic approach is always apparent as Elie deals with the 
deanship at AUB, counsels radical students, and then gives impromptu "seminars" to presidential hopeful Bashir Gemayel, 
before assuming his position as foreign minister. 

Throughout My American Bride, Salem shows how the warmth and strength of his wife, Phyllis, continued to animate his 
academic, administrative, and governmental achievements. He says she continues to inspire him today. 

Salem is the author of numerous articles and papers and four other books, among them two on Lebanon: Modernization 
without Revolution-Lebanon 1943-1970 (1973), an account of the growth of Lebanon since independence, and Violence 
and Diplomacy in Lebanon, 1982-1988 (1995), an account of his years as deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs 
(1982-84) and as adviser on foreign affairs to the president of the republic (1984-88) . -JMC 

Elie Salem is a former PSPA professor and dean of FAS (1974-82.) 
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and convective heating systems for 

maintaining comfortable environments 

during transient periods. Ghaddar 

stresses that it is this aspect of ai

Othmani's research that is particularly 

interesting. "The response of seden

tary clothed people in a steady envi

ronment is a well researched topic ," 

she says. "The focus of this research, 

however, is to develop a ventilation 

model for moving clothed humans in 

a changing environment." To study 

this, ai-Othmani had to develop a 

model that allowed him to compare 

the transient thermal sensation and 

comfort when entering a heated room 

from a cold outdoor environment with 

the thermal sensation and comfort 

when entering a cold room and then 

turning on the heat. 

The next step is to assess how the 

added variable of clothing influences 

the perception of thermal comfort. 

(Imagine the difference in how you 

feel if you are wearing shorts instead 

of a wool sweater while exercising 

in a 35° C windy environment.) This 

required that ai-Othmani integrate a 

clothing ventilation model that had 

been developed previously by AUB 

master's students Jihad Harathani, 

Ezzat Jaroudi, and Bassel Jreige, with 

the model that he has been working 

on that describes the air motion and 

temperature inside the trunk or torso. 

By integrating the trunk and arm mod

els, ai-Othmani wi ll be able to create a 

complete clothing ventilation model. 

"My interest in the model I am devel

oping," explains AI-Othmani, "is that it 

is an integration of the space, bioheat, 

and clothing venti lation models. By 

combining the three, we will be able to 

get a lot of data-physiological data, 

clothing and fabric data, construction 
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data-on how people feel in different II Arts 
environments, wearing different cloth- '------------------' 

ing, and at different activity levels." 2+2+1 
AI-Othmani 's PhD research builds The Department of Fine Arts and Art 

on the work of the members of the FEA 

thermal comfort team, which studies 

bioheat modeling, thermal comfort, 

and energy efficiency; his advisers 

are Professor Nesreen Ghaddar, 

the Endowed Qatar Chair in Energy 

Studies, and Professor Kamel Ghali 

from Beirut Arab University. (Learn 

more about the thermal comfort team 

at AUB at http://webfea-lb.fea.aub. 

edu .lb/thermalcomfort/#) 

The Ultimate Actor 

From India's Gangetic Valley 

History's fall student theatrical and 

musical performances included two 

short plays: Overtones and Then; two 

songs: "I'm Going Back" and "The 

Midas Touch"; and a monologue, "The 

Ultimate Actor." Directed by Senior 

Lecturer David Kurani, the acclaimed 

production of "The Ultimate Actor" 

explored internal conflicts between 

emotion and logic, identity within 

society, and complications inevitably 

triggered by the ego. 

Pandit Daya Shankar and the Samundar Khan Langa Groups from India's Gangetic Valley and Rajasthan 
Desert performed classical indian music at Assembly Hall on October 21 , 2008. The concert was organ
ized by the Embassy of India, Beirut; the Indian Council for Cultural Relations, New Delhi; and AUB's 
Office of Information and Public Relations 
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AUB Music Abroad 
Over the past year and a half AUB 

music has echoed abroad in England, 

in the cities of Erbil and Suleimaniyeh 

in Iraq, and in Salt Lake City in the 

United States-spurred on by Paul 

Meers, AUB choir director. Meers led 

AUB choir members in three success

ful concerts in England in June 2007 , 

spent ten days in July 2008 teaching 

a conducting workshop in Kurdistan, 

and later that same summer coached 

two choirs on the intricacies of Arabic 

articulation in Salt Lake City. 

The July 2006 Israeli attack on 

Lebanon torpedoed plans to receive 

the choir of Saint Catharine's College, 

Cambridge for joint concerts at AUB 

and the University of Balamand (UOB). 

In the last week of June 2007, how

ever, the invitation was reversed and 

members from both Lebanese choirs 

traveled to England for a week-long 

singing residency at Saint Catharine 's 

College, "a world center of choral 

music excellence." The host choir and 

the singers from Lebanon performed 

music by Schutz and Buxtehude; 

Maronite, Greek Orthodox, and 

Gregorian chants that were part of a 

program entitled Qadduson (ecclesi

astical chant); and songs by Lebanon 's 

Zaki Nassif. The various chants, said 

Meers, "g lued everything together 

from all the church traditions. " The 

three concerts were performed in the 

Lady Chapel of the Ely Cathedral, 

Oxford's Merton College Chapel, 

and the Georgian Chapel of Saint 

Catharine's. 

AUB choir members, who espe

cially enjoyed getting to know their 

colleagues from UOB, were ecstatic 

Paul Meers with musicians at the Erbil Institute of Fine Arts 

about their experience in Cambridge. 

"Singing all day every day, surrounded 

by people who are passionate about 

music, is something exceptional. What 

marked me the most was singing in 

the magical Ely Cathedral where our 

voices were blending so well , giving 

us the feeling they were infinitely filling 

every corner of the gigantic cathedral, " 

said one choir member. 

Director Meers's workshops in Erbil 

and Suleimaniyeh in Iraq were funded 

by AUB's Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal 

Bin Abdulaziz AI Saud Center for 

American Studies and Research and 

sponsored by the American Voices 

Association, a nonprofit organization 

"devoted to increasing mutual under

standing between the United States 

and the rest of the world. " The asso

ciation's "mission has been to further 

the appreciation and understanding of 

American music and culture, especially 

in developing countries, countries 

emerging from conflict or periods of 

isolation, and those lacking opportuni

ties for cultural exchange and dialogue 

in the United States." According to 

John Ferguson, a professional pianist 

and executive director of American 

Voices, the association 's programs 

have done a great deal to reverse 

negative perceptions of the United 

States. "During our programs," he 

said, in countries like Afghanistan, 

Kazakhstan , Lebanon, and Syria, "one 

would never suspect that the United 

States is not admired." 

In mid-July 2008 Meers spent 

two days directing a choral conduct

ing workshop for professionals and 

pre-professionals from the National 

Institute of Fine Arts in Erbil. According 

to Meers, the students were well 

grounded in the basics of music, 

but had never done much with vocal 

music. After daily classes in conduct

ing, the students attended an accredi

tation ceremony in the presence of the 

regional minister of culture. 

Meers next moved to Suleimaniyeh 

in northeast Kurdistan near the Iranian 

border where he worked with "a really 

fine" girls ' choir being trained for an 

international competition in Vienna. 

The uninhibited girls took enthusi

astically to structured improvisation 

exercises. "There was some pent up 

energy that just had to be let out in 

that room. It was almost scary." Meers 
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also instructed Suleimaniyeh musi

cians in reading musical notation and 

"performing music with the voice." 

Paul Meers then returned to Erbil 

for a four day musicianship workshop, 

which included conducting, that he 

described as "a choral experience. " 

The participants were instrumental 

players, most of whom had very little 

experience with choral music. 

Meers believes instrument 

musicians need choral ski lls 

because they require "read-

ing an entire score and not 

just a single instrumental 

line. It 's a basic musician's 

skill. " 

John 

"The 

Ferguson 

impact of 

said , 

Paul 

Meers's teaching in Erbil 

and Suleimaniyeh has been 

great, and we hope to build 

on the momentum that 

Dr. Meers brought to our 

students and partner insti

tutions ... There is much 

temperament, passion, 

and feeling in Iraqi perfor

mances, but a sound music 

education in rhythm, solfege 

(a technique for teaching 

sight reading), and choral 

singing is sorely lacking ." 

Meers helped fill the gap. 

From Iraq, Meers moved on to 

the American west. Every summer 

the Salt Lake Choral Artists (SLCA) , 

a community-based choral ensemble 

directed by Brady Allred, director of 

musical activities at the University of 

Utah, runs a series of choral sessions 

open to all applicants. In summer 

2008, Meers, supported by an AUB 

Faculty Development Grant, helped 

participants sing in Arabic in an SLCA 
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session dedicated to folk and multi

cultural music for choir. "The singers 

had to do a lot of work to pronounce 

the Arabic sounds. I was trying to get 

them to do the articulation not shown 

in the notation, but what the musical 

style and language demand. Since 

transliteration necessarily distorts 

the truth of the language, if anyone 

Paul Meers 

Meers, "popular, but not really folk 

music-a bit like Zaki Nassif, " while 

the children 's choir rehearsed an actual 

Lebanese mountain folk song arranged 

by Toufic Succar, 3ar Rozana. As the 

singers were very well-trained musi

cally ("They could do it in their sleep") , 

most rehearsal time was spent on 

the sounds and the articulation. "We 

worked on the idea of the 

language. Singing in Arabic 

is very different from [singing 

in] any European language." 

Summer Institute Director 

Kerrin Gates said, "What a 

wonderful experience it was 

to have Paul Meers come to 

the Summer Choral Institute. 

The children's choir loved 

learning to pronounce the 

Arabic language, especially 

from someone who lives 

where the language is 

spoken and could tell them 

about life there. The adult 

choir was also grateful for 

the new experience and 

challenge of pronouncing 

Arabic and singing the beau

tiful melodic lines of eastern 

music. Altogether, Paul's 

contribution to our Summer 

Choral Institute helped to 
besides a native speaker is going to broaden our world view, to see the 
sing, there has to be a system." beauty in differences, and embrace 

With limited Arabic himself, Meers them through music ... We now see 
enlisted the help of AUB students. possibilities where there was perhaps 

Amir Haidar, "a really good actor and misunderstanding and apprehension. 
singer ... recorded the text, which I We are grateful he was able to come 

sent to Utah in advance so they could and participate. " 

have it in hand and get used to some Meers reflected, "If music is truly a 
of the sounds." Meers worked with universal language, what better way 
both an adult and a children 's choir. for AUB to build bridges to the Arab 

The adult choir sang Eddy Toriguian's world and the world at large, than to 
El Helwa Di, "a theater song," said offer its music." 



Philip Saleh Photography 
Philip Saleh (BArch '98) held a 

photo exhibition of his work titled 

"Mountains of Lebanon: Unveiling 

Hidden Beauties of Lebanon" in 

West Hall December 16-20. 

Inside the Gate 
views from campus 
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On Philanthropy 

DTS Building 

Since we look extensively at AUB 
activities in Palestinian com
munities in this issue, we also 
wanted to acknowledge a few 
of our many alumni and friends 
with Palestinian roots whose generosity 

has influenced the physical face of the 

campus and made an AUB education 

accessible to so many students through 

scholarship aid . Among our many 

generous contributors, we remember 

Kamal Shair, who passed away in 2008. 

He founded the Kamal A. Shair Central 

Research Science Laboratory, named 

the Dar AI-Handasah Shair & Partners 

Architecture Building, and supported 

academic programs throughout the 

University. Said T. Khoury (former stu

dent) and Consolidated Contractors 

Co. (CCC) named the CCC Scientific 

Research Building on lower campus, 

which was completed in 2007. They 

expanded their extensive support 

of student programs and laboratory 

equipment at the Faculty of Engineering 

to fund many initiatives at AUBMC, 

including the Pulmonary Function Lab 
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Bathish Auditorium 

and the Atrial Fibrillation Program. 

Consolidated Contractors Co. was a 

leading contributor to the College Hall 

Fund in the 1990s. CCC cofounder 

Hasib Sabbagh (BE '41) has also 

retained a long-lasting relationship with 

AUB. Sabbagh has been a generous 

donor to both academic programs 

and AUB's hospital, particularly the 

Cardiac Catherization Program. After 

the death of his wife Diana in 1978, 

Sabbagh set up the Diana Tamari 

Sabbagh (DTS) Foundation in her 

honor to fund the basic sciences in 

the region and at AUB. Through Dr. 

Joseph W. Tamari, the brother of Diana 

Tamari Sabbagh, the DTS Foundation 

has worked closely with AUB to main

tain and equip the DTS Building on 

campus and fund faculty develop

ment, graduate students, training in 

the basic sciences, and Middle East 

Medical Association (MEMA) lecture

ships. Petro-Geology expert Munib R. 
Masri and his wife Angela Masri have 

expanded AUB studies in the areas of 

geology and engineering by funding 

the Munib and Angela Masri Institute of 

Energy and Natural Resources at AUB 

and have been strong supporters of 

the Center for Advanced Mathematical 

Sciences at AUB. They were also 

generous benefactors of the College 

Hall Fund in the early 1990s. Abdui

Muhsen AI-Qattan (BBA '51) and 

Leila AI-Qattan's support of endowed 

chairs and scholarships, including the 

Abdui-Muhsen AI-Qattan Endowed 

Scholarship and the Edward W. Said 

Endowed Chair, will ensure genera

tions of groundbreaking scholarship 

by AUB students and faculty. Riad (BE 

'64) and Hassana Sadik are dedicated 

scholarship supporters who founded 

the Riad and Hassana Sadik Endowed 

Scholarship and supported the John 

Waterbury Endowed Fellowship Fund 

among many other initiatives. In 2003, 

the newly renovated Suhail R. Bathish 

Auditorium opened in West Hall, 

made possible by a gift by Etaf Farah

Bathish in memory of her husband, a 

1959 engineering graduate of AUB. 

It's the generosity of our community 
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Mahmoud Malhas Common Room CCC Scientific Research Center 

that enables AUB to fulfill its mission: to participate in the advancement of serve the peoples of the Middle East 
to provide excellence in education, knowledge through research, and to and beyond. 

Thanks to the generosity of the AUB community, 40 percent of AUB students received scholarship aid last 
year from nearly 400 scholarships. The following scholarships support Palestinian and Lebanese students 
at the University. 

Abu Dhabi Alumni Endowed Scholarship 
Samih Alami Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Ahmad S. AI-Khalidy Endowed Scholarship 
Faisal AI-Mutawwa Endowed Scholarship 
Abdul Mohsen AI-Qattan Endowed Scholarship 
Fahd AI-Rajaan Scholarship 
Haidar and Sirin Ataya Scholarship · 
George Awad Memorial Scholarship 
Barakat-Sawabini Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Nabil and Reem Barakat Scholarship 
Eisa A. Bateh and Bros. Endowed Scholarship 
An is Abdul Hamid Bibi Memorial Scholarship 
Kamel Dajani Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Serene Dajani Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Fuad Es-Said Endowed Scholarship 
Salwa Es-Said Endowed Scholarship 
Samira Fadli Scholarship 
The Dorothy Fahs-Beck Endowed Scholarship Fund 
lssa I. Farah Scholarship 

Gaza Endowed Scholarship 
Ahmad Abu Ghazaleh Scholarship 
Oussama Abou Ghazaleh Scholarship 
George lssa Hazboun Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
Hassan and Kulthum ai-Husseini Scholarship 
Mohieddine Jishi Memorial Scholarship 
Yusef Abu Khadra Endowed Scholarship 
Peter Hanna Malak Scholarship 
Yusuf Mansour Scholarship 
Anis Mouasher Memorial Scholarship 
Fuad Nakhleh Endowed Scholarship 
Palestinian Cultural Club Scholarship 
Hani Oaddumi Foundation Scholarship 
Adnan Qiblawi Scholarship 
Riad and Hassanah Sadik Endowed Scholarship 
Fouad M. Saleh Scholarship 
Joseph Sanbar Scholarship 
Nabila and Nadia Sawabini Scholarship 
Youssef Shammas Scholarship 
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some hope for change. 



It took half an hour to get the boisterous youngsters 

from Bourj al Barajneh Camp to settle down and 

concentrate on their work. While the girls were 

compliant and patient, the boys continued to be 

disruptive, jumping up and down, feigning horror at 
having to sit next to a girl, winding each other up as 

boys do . On the surface, these l2 year olds are bright, 

communicative, and eager to learn, but underneath they 

are dealing with a broad range of problems including 
anxiety, low self esteem, and lack of motivation. 

Statistically there is a high probability that they will drop 
out of school, knowing that even if they graduate, their 

work opportunities will be severely restricted and their 

chances of entering a profession virtually nil. 

These are the hard facts of life for Palestinian 

children growing up in Lebanon's refugee camps. In 

a recent study of Palestinian adolescents between the 

ages of l3 and 19, Jihad Makhoul, associate professor in 
health sciences and Yarajarallah (MS '05), found that 

the poor quality of their education, compounded by 

employment and ownership limitations, often result in 

psychological and behavioral problems and, in the case 
of young men in particular, drug abuse. 

This research was part of a much larger community 

survey conducted in Beirut by AUB's Faculty of Health 

Sciences, which eventually led to the establishment of 
Qaderoon (we are able) , a community-based project 

designed to improve mental health, encourage children 

to stay in school, and promote civic engagement among 

young people between the ages of 10 and 14 in Bourj al 

Barajneh Camp. 

"What I love about this project is the interface 

between science and practice," says lead scientist Rima 

Afifi , associate professor. "The project has taken on full 

participatory community research in the full meaning 
of the concept. . . We basically created a coalition of 

residents, NGOs, community workers , and academicians 

to think about and work on youth issues . .. We 

presented our initial findings and asked, does this reflect 

your lives? What have we missed? 

"The scientific aspect is that we retreated back into 

our offices and did a search for all the determinants of 

mental health . . . We took these back to the community 

and told them this is what we found in the literature. 

Now you tell us from your experiences what we need 

to add ... Once we had those we went in search of 

evidence-based interventions that had been evaluated, 

that actually improved mental health of young people , 

and we focused on the determinants that we had chosen. 

We began the process of adapting those interventions 

to the local context. By this time we decided we wanted 

to take a preventive approach. School drop out occurs 
most often around ninth grade. Our survey had been 

done among 13- to 19 year olds, so we decided with the 

community to take it down to 10 to 14 year olds." 

Forty-five child-based interactive sessions have 

been scheduled between August 2008 and May 2009; 

there will also be 15 sessions with parents on how to 

understand children, how to resolve conflicts , how to 
communicate better, and how to communicate with 

teachers; and six workshops with teachers on the same 

types of issues so that the message will be consistent 

throughout the program. Between 150 and 200 children 

will attend the full ten sessions, while the same number 

of children will attend only five sessions during the 

project and an additional five sessions post survey. "The 

only way to know whether the intervention is working 

is to have a group of kids that is exactly the same, in the 

same context, that doesn't get this intervention," Afifi 

explained. 

The sessions are conducted using a variety of 

tools-play, role play, dialogue, discussion, drawing, and 

coloring-and are organized according to a manual that 

details the objectives and activities. The manual is updated 

as new issues arise. The ultimate goal is to produce a 

manual that can be widely used as an educational tool by 

schools, NGOs, and others working with children who 

live in environments in which the daily pressures of life 

can seriously affect their mental health. 

The sessions are run by six facilitators , all university 

graduates, half of them from AUB, aided by some 23 

youth mentors from the community. Fifteen percent of 
the sessions are evaluated by an observer and at the end 

of every session, the children fill out their own assessment 

using a series of smiley faces. MainGate attended Session 

18, during which the lively youngsters were encouraged 

to think ahead to the future to consider what they would 

like to be when they grew up. They explored the inter
relationship between mind, body; and spirit and then went 

on to capture these thoughts ·n drawings. 

As one session finished and another started, a shy 

young boy approached the fa "litator, Hala Fuleihan. 
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He was clutching a plastic bag and was eager to get her 

undivided attention away from the rest of the group. 

Reaching into the bag, he proudly presented her first 

with a hand made ring, then a pen holder, complete 

with pen, ingeniously fashioned from a soft drink can 

covered with burlap and beads, and finally a bracelet 

that matched the ring. His pride in his gifts was made all 

the more poignant by the knowledge that the boy had 

often talked of wanting to commit suicide to escape the 

oppression of his life in the camp. Now the sessions had 

given him something to look forward to. 

Heba Salem, facilitator and Rima Afifi's research 

assistant, says, "I am overwhelmed by their [the 

children's] generosity. Their goodness and innocence 

pushes you forward . We don't force anything onto the 

kids; the problems have to arise from within them so 

when we talk about problems with the schools and the 

community, we ask them to discuss the things that they 

see as positive and negative. We also have games to get 

the message across; for example, the individual's role 

within the community. There is a hula hoop game where 

you have to hold up the ring with one finger. You start 

off with five people and you gradually remove them 

until you have one person and that person cannot hold 

up the ring with one finger, so it shows how important 

it is to understand the concept of the individual and the 

community. .. Sometimes we do not think we are having 

an impact, and then we find out they are actually trying 

to apply what we discussed , like the two brothers who 

usually fight over TV programs. Now they tell us they 

discuss between themselves and work out a system of 

who watches what when." 

As the weeks go by, the team's commitment to 

the project grows ever stronger, even as the work 

load increases. For Heba Salem, it has strengthened 

her resolve to pursue her master's degree and work 

with disadvantaged children. Among the mentors , it 

has inspired some to complete their schooling, others 

to apply to university, and two to move on to MPH 

programs. Many of the parents cannot believe how 

much the children have changed in attitude , and they 

too are beginning to learn how to deal with their 

children in new ways . 

"It is very enriching, the changes we are seeing in 

everybody," says Afifi. "The more I am in it, the more 

I wonder if we are going to be able to show change 
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quantitatively. I know we are changing things but I do 

not know if we are going to be able to make enough 

change or the type of change that can be measured by 

a survey instrument. ... We are starting to think about 

how we can gather more qualitative data so we are 

talking to parents, asking what is the change that you 

see in these kids. We talk to the kids; we talk to the 

mentors, just in case we are not able to show statistically 

significant differences . I know we are making an impact, 

I just need to show it. " 

Sari Hanafi, associate professor of sociology, is 

also determined to have an impact. One of the first to 

respond to the crisis in the Nahr el Bared Camp in May 

2008, Hanafi co-founded the Popular Committee for the 

Reconstruction of Nahr el Bared and played a major role 

in mediating between the community and the outside 

world. An expert on conditions in Palestinian camps, 

Hanafi is research director for the Program on Policy and 

Governance in Palestinian Refugee Camps in the Middle 

East, run jointly by AUB's Issam Fares Institute and the 

Center for Behavioral Research. The program, bringing 

together researchers, government officials, and people 

who work in NGOs, is working to generate rigorous 

analysis and policy recommendations on Palestinian 

camps in the Middle East. 

In a research project entitled "Modes of Governance 

in the Palestinian Refugee Camps of Lebanon, Syria 

and the Palestinian Territory," Hanafi explores the 

relationship between power, sovereignty, and space: 

How is the space politically organized? Who are the 

moral entrepreneurs? How have disputes over land! 

properties/businesses been settled? How are problems 

on the personal and neighborhood levels resolved? How 

are disputes settled legally? How have disputes between 

camp dwellers and those outside the camps been 
--:::~~~--:"'!' 

In particular, Hanafi wants to explore the reasons 

why violence erupted in the camps in Lebanon and not 

in jordan or Syria. His project formulates the hypothesis 

that for 60 years the refugee camps in the Palestinian 

Territory and in Lebanon have been treated as "spaces 

of exception" and an experimental laboratory for 

control and surveillance. Based on his initial analysis 

and his work in Nahr a! Bared, Hanafi has concluded 

that the Lebanese camps represent "the epitome of the 

failed state." "We learned that there is very fragmented 

leadership , a very weak popular committee leaving space 





for the emergence of new leaders including imams who 

are becoming more and more influential. In the case 

of Fatah al Islam, the imams in some mosques played 

an important role in pushing the population to accept 

Fatah al Islam. The poverty and the camps as spaces of 

exception provide fertile terrain for these groups to be 

accommodated . . . When the state leaves these spaces to 

their own fate, this is the result." 

The answer, Hanafi insists, is more and better 

integration. "You cannot expect to go to France, Canada, 

or Australia and enjoy all those privileges and security, 

right there, and not consider this for others . You cannot 

treat someone who has been living in Lebanon for 

three generations like say, Iraqi refugees. It is more and 

more a situation that if you do not give the Palestinians 

options , then you will bear the consequences. You have 

to allow the Palestinians access to the labor market, to 

run businesses, and to enter professions. This is very 

important." 

Providing this access will lead to some unexpected 

results. Among the many findings of a study entitled 

"Paid Work and Domestic Labor in Disadvantaged 

Communities on the Outskirts of Beirut," Rima Habib 

from the Faculty of Health Sciences found that out 

of the three communities studied in Nabaa, Hay el 

Sellom, and Bourj a! Barajneh Camps, it was in Bourj 

a! Barajneh that women were least supported because 

men had restricted access to paid work. In a section 

entitled, "Housework and Paid Work for Men," Habib 

writes: "In general our findings agree with the theory 

that men feel more comfortable 'helping out' with the 

housework when they are employed and contributing 

to the household income, because their traditional 

masculine status is not threatened, whereas non

earner men contribute less to housework as 

a means of asserting their traditional 

gender role. " 

In a second study of Bourj al 

Barajneh-"Harboring Illnesses"-on 

the association between disease and 

living conditions in a Palestinian 

refugee camp, Habib writes, "Our 

study revealed an association between 

the poor housing conditions and the 

presence of illness in a Palestinian refugee 

camp on the outskirts of Beirut. 

The prevailing poor housing conditions in Bourj al 

Barajneh Camp coupled with low income jobs among 
Palestinian refugees, call for immediate action to 

ensure sustainable living conditions. " Habib went on 

to highlight the potential for change with the 2005 

Lebanese government memorandum on refugee labor 

rights allowing Palestinians born and registered in 

Lebanon to work in jobs that do not require official 

registration in a syndicate. 

As the first guest speaker at the inauguration of 

the Issam Fares Program on Policy and Governance in 

Palestinian Refugee Camps in February 2008, UNRWA 

Commissioner General Karen AbuZayd called for the 

full implementation of the 2005 memorandum. She also 

urged states hosting Palestinian refugees to recognize 

their responsibility for governing the camps according 

to international law. Later in the year, in the wake of 

the Nahr al Bared conflict, both AbuZayd and Lebanese 

Prime Minister Fouad Siniora praised the work of AUB 

and the Nahr el Bared Relief Campaign. 

Research at AUB into improving the lives of 

Palestinians is also ongoing through the work of other 

Issam Fares fellows .and affiliates , in student research 

projects, and in volunte r programs in the camps that 

AUB professors and stu ents organize and staff 

(see page 26). 

Ma inGate W inter 2009 J!l 



Pa t 
Whether through research or altruism, AUB 
students agree that working in Lebanon's 
Palestinian refugee camps has been a trans
formative experience for the lives they help 
and their lives at home. 

Nahr el Bared Camp, October 2008 
Photo by Ramla Khalidi 



Although Sonya Knox had worked with the Palestinian 
community in Lebanon for years, she had not intended 
to write her thesis on this topic. The conflict that 
broke out on May 21 , 2007 in the Nahr el Bared Camp 
changed everything. A master's student in population 
health in the Faculty of Health Sciences, Knox has a 

particular interest in post conflict situations- although 
this was not her concern the day violence erupted. 

She joined the Nahr el Bared Relief Campaign that 
faculty and students from AUB and other institutions 

organized to help people who had been displaced to the 
Beddawi, Shatilla, and Bourj al Barajneh Camps. The 
help was clearly focused in several areas: music, drama, 
and other activities at a youth center in Shatilla to take 
children's minds off what was happening to their homes . 
Boxes of cleaning supplies, personal toiletries, food , and 
other essential items were distributed. The first tranche 

of emergency funding was supplemented by subsequent 
appeals. AUB alumni were among those who responded, 
contributing around $180,000 and significant in-kind 
donations as well. 

Knox explains that AUB's connections were 
especially helpful in securing vital supplies in the early 
days of the relief initiative and later when backpacks 
stocked with school supplies were distributed to 
elementary and intermediate students. 

In October 2007, the campaign switched gears and 
up to 50 student volunteers reported for duty to help 
NGOs operating in the camps with reconstruction
removing rubble, clearing debris , sweeping and cleaning, 
and otherwise responding to local needs. AUB business 
student Bahaa al Kayyali, one of the student volunteers, 
traveled to the camp every two weeks for a semester to 
spend the day clearing up. "There were often 40 or 50 of 
us. It was heavy work, but there was a great community 
spirit, and I think it changed attitudes on campus. The 
visits really helped to alter perceptions about what was 
happening," he says. "This was the minimum we could 
do to break the isolation and build relations between the 
two communities. " 

One year later, both al Kayyali and Knox are still 
involved in Nahr el Bared. Between classes, Knox liaises 
between the community and the campaign, working 
with local NGOs to assist with aid distribution. "The 
relief campaign has high standards," Knox explains. "We 
remain focused on small scale, need related, community 

driven initiatives. " Initiatives give access to toilets for 
the elderly and disabled living in prefab dwellings in 
the new camp by providing bathroom chairs. Another 
project provides the elderly with warm jackets. The 
campaign continues to maintain its website (http://www. 
nahrelbaredcampaign.org/) and to solicit donations. 

For a researcher looking at post conflict situations, 
Nahr el Bared is fertile territory for Knox. Her 
particular interest is adolescent interaction. "Adolescent 
reproductive health is under-studied, and there is 
little data on post-conflict Nahr el Bared. We do know, 
however, that the population's quality of life has been 
drastically reduced; its social fabric torn apart. There 
is child trauma, almost universal unemployment; the 
children have lost faith in their parents, and there is no 
sense of a future ." 

One phenomenon that caught her attention, the 
large number of weddings, especially among the young, 
will become the subject of her master's thesis. "I noticed 
there seemed to be a rash of weddings," Knox says. "I 

am not looking for a quantitative increase-my research 
is qualitative. I want to understand whether or not this 
[increase] is a response to trauma. " 

With the community shattered and displaced, 
not knowing who your neighbors are and who your 
daughter might be associating with, perhaps these young 
girls are pressured to marry, Knox explains. Parents often 
feel that their daughters are taken care of once they are 
married. At the same time, marriage is an obvious way 
to recreate social patterns among scattered families. 

For the young women, however, early marriage often 
perpetuates the-cycle of poverty. They don't complete 
their education; they don't claim their health and 
education rights , and they remain unskilled. They have 
more b_abies-:-and they have them at a younger age. 

Knox will soon be working with NGOs to conduct 
interviews with 10 recently married young couples and 
their families , as well as other women of similar ages in 
the community, with the aim of exploring a mechanism 
that would provide alternatives to early marriage for 
young women. 

Architectural post graduate student Raria Hassan 
is also deeply involved with the plight of the residents 
of Nahr el Bared. She is currently working as a member 
of the UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East) design 
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team rebuilding the Nahr el Bared Camp. The team is 

coordinating closely with the community-based Nahr el 

Bared Reconstruction Committee. The experience, she 

says, has taught her much and also provides an excellent 

field research opportunity. 

The plan is to reconstruct the camp as it was 

previously. To do this, the team has had to document the 

entire map of Nahr el Bared, identify where each person 

lived-in which house, on which street. Each house 

owner was interviewed to get an accurate picture of what 

his/her house was like. Each house will be reconstructed 

on the same site, although the footprint will be reduced 

to make room for wider roads and open spaces. Each 

building will be designed to recapture the essence of the 

old one. Every neighborhood and community will be 

restored. 

"It is a huge challenge," says Hassan. "We have 300 

buildings designed now, out of l , 700. I have learned a 

lot about the participatory approach to urban planning, 

negotiating with the community and other stakeholders , 

the donors, the committee, the government, and the 

army. 

"Each architect takes a block, gets to know the 

families , the area , the design of the block, and then the 

Campaign volunteers unloading relief items in Beddawi Camp 
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houses themselves. The people used to build their own 

homes, so they are informed and knowledgeable ; they 

draw their houses and elaborate for us. It is a unique 

process , and a rare chance for me to work on something 

like this. I wish I could see the whole thing through and 

see how people will implement or change the designs." 

Nezar Chaaban, who worked in Nahr el Bared 

as a research assistant on Professor Sari Hanafi's pilot 

Rania Masri (founding member of 
NBRC) working on hygiene kits in 
Shati lla 



study on modes of governance in Palestinian camps (see 

page 20), also describes his involvement as a unique 

experience. Although he had worked with NGOs and 

had been involved in relief work in the camp after the 

conflict, this was the first time he was really able to get 

to know the community properly and to see a picture of 

life in the camp from the residents' perspective. 

Chaaban conducted interviews with a wide range 

of people involved in governance in the camp: political 

figures, local leaders, tribal elders, and community 

workers inside the camp. The focus was on the 

relationship between the camp and its neighborhood, 

the differences between camp dwellers and the urban 

population, and the government's dealing with the 

Palestinian population in Lebanon. 

"What we found was shocking and we are really 

just at the beginning." Chaaban says. "We always deal 

with the Palestinians in Lebanon as demographics, 

as numbers . This was an opportunity to explore their 

lives. We discovered their social and political structures, 

their own kind of formal and informal justice, their 

communities within communities. 

"The conflict attacked their very identity; they lost 

six decades of their memory. This camp was arranged by 

Baha' Kayyali and Tamara Qiblawi (founding members of NRBC) 

every village in Palestine , and the people considered it a 

mini Palestine. Now they have lost their 'other' Palestine. 

We are trying to bring them hope that it will be returned 

again, but it is about funds and politics in Lebanon and 

in the region. 

"I have an alternative perspective. They are great 

people, highly educated, with hopes and aspirations ," 

says Chaaban. "It was a great experience. " 

Other AUB students working in the Palestinian 

camps agree that the experience has had an impact 

on their lives. For Heba Salem, a research assistant 

working with Professor Rima Afifi on her Bourj al 

Barajneh Qaderoon project (see page 21) , it has been 

a transformative experience that has also strengthened 

her resolve to work with disadvantaged children. "On a 

personal level I have learned to value what l have. You 

go there and you see how they are making the best of 

their lives and enjoying what they have-and they have 

so little, while we make a big deal about our lives and 

we have exactly the opposite. l have learned to be more 

patient, more tolerant; l have learned to see things from 

both sides. " 

On the two occasions Rima Afifi has put out 

calls for volunteers to help her with Qaderoon, 
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she has been thrilled by the response. The first 

appeal was during data collection when 20 students 

volunteered to conduct 680 surveys in two weeks . 

The second was just recently when she decided to 

incorporate an English improvement component into 

the project and asked for volunteers to read and speak in 

English with the children. In no time Rima had over 20 

responses. For Melanie Matter, an AUB research assistant 

in nutrition, it was just the opportunity she had been 

looking for. "I wanted to do something, but because I 

was not confident that my Arabic was good enough, I 

was hesitant to volunteer before, but this is perfect for 

me," Melanie explained on her first morning in Bourj al 

Barajneh. 

Medical student Alaa al Tahan is a veteran 

volunteer at the AUB Voluntary Outreach Clinic 

(VOC) in the Shatilla Camp. He started volunteering 

several years ago when he was a computer science 

undergraduate and says that the experience helped him 

to decide to go on to medical school. Now VOC is part 

of his life. "You build relations with the people. I feel 

I have to go every Saturday because the patients have 

become like family. When I don't come they worry about 

me and want to know what has happened to me. " 

One of the first volunteers at VOC back in October 

2001 when the clinic was first founded was Zeina 

Abdallah. At the time she was a full time employee 

and part-time student at AUB. She has been the clinic's 

administrator ever since, juggling the schedule, rounding 

up volunteers, and searching out medical donations on a 

weekly basis. Zeina joined because it was "a good cause, 

something great. All of us should have a role in the 

community and help. Even if we have no money, we can 

give time." 

The clinic was started by three medical students and 

an engineering student who helped a friend who could 

not afford to go to a doctor. They realized that there are 

lots of people who are in the same position and decided 

to open a clinic to help them. They knew that if they were 

to attract other AUB volunteers, the clinic would have 

to be conveniently located, and so they chose Shatilla 

for its proximity and its mixed population needing help. 

The clinic is open very Saturday from 9:30 am to l pm. 

Volunteers examine patients, dispense medicine, and offer 

health and nutritional advice. VOC has an arrangement 

with a local laboratory that offers special rates for tests 
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and sources its medical supplies from donations, samples , 

or at discounted rates from NGOs. 

The medical head of the clinic is Dr. Mona 

Nasrallah, endocrinologist, who joined when she 

returned to work in Lebanon in 2003. "I had always 

been drawn to humanitarian work," Mona explains. 

"The clinic opened my eyes. Before 2003 I had never set 

foot in the camps and was never aware of the conditions. 

The clinic has had an immense impact on all of us ." 

Most volunteers are first and second year AUB 

medical students desperate for patient interaction and 

clinical opportunities. Few continue to volunteer once 

they get busy with their own patients and so the battle 

for volunteers is ongoing. These days the LAU (Lebanese 

American University) Pharmacy Department shares the 

load so pharmacists are never in short supply. "It is a 

fine example of cooperation between institutions and 

disciplines ," says Mona Nasrallah. 

Zeina Abdallah draws up the schedule. "We are 

very organized," she says. "We want it all properly run 

in terms of charts, medical history, and medications. 

But the challenge is finding more volunteers and funds. 

Every year there is a fundraising dinner, but more money 

is always needed. " 

Nasrallah and Abdallah are hoping the VOC's 

recently acquired NGO status will allow them to 

secure grants and other funding. "We would like to 

expand. Every week we have to turn people away," says 

Nasrallah. "People may not be aware of how badly we 

need staff. There is an innate problem in our medical 

training in that we are not teaching our students about 

community outreach. It is not built into their training, 

which is a pity. " 

Bahaa al Kayyali would like to see volunteer work 

in the camps become somehow incorporated into AUB's 

program. He is one of a group of student volunteers 

tutoring school children on a daily basis in Shatilla. 

"There are seven or eight of us at the moment," he says, 

"but before there were up to 25 . We were running two 

shifts a day. Many of those people have graduated and it 

is hard to get new volunteers each semester, but we will 

be trying. This is why I would like to see this in some 

way under the auspices of AUB so that when we 

graduate , such programs would keep running. " 

-M.A. 



Shatilla Camp 
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The AUB Summer Program for AUB Alumni Children (SPAAC) 

The American University of Beirut's Continuing Education Center (CEC), in collaboration with the 
Office of Alumni Relations, and the Worldwide Alumni Association of the American University of 
Beirut (WAAAUB), is pleased to announce the Summer Program for AUB Alumni Children (SPAAC) 
from July 6-July 31, 2009. The summer 2009 program will be open to children of AUB Alumni 
throughout the world, thus contributing to WAAAUB's mission of strengthening the ties between 
AUB and all of its alumni. 

Previously held for North American residents, this year for the first time, children of all AUB alumni 
everywhere will have a chance to spend time on the AUB campus and experience your Alma Mater 
and Lebanon as never before. 

The Summer Program is an educational and cultural program for high school students at least 16 
years old and college students who have completed at least one semester of studies. Courses will 
include Arabic language instruction, history, culture, and more. 

Several excit ing excursions are planned to sites across Lebanon and 
additional leisure activities will round out the days, evenings and 
weekends. 

Allow your children the chance to begin 
building their memories of AUB. Isn't it 
about time? 

For full details including costs 
please contact 

Beirut Campus 
Arabia Osseiran 
email: am05@aub.edu.lb 
tel : +961-1-738009 

NY Office 
Eva Klimas 
klimas@aub.edu 
tel:+ 1-212-583-7674 

http:/ /rep.aub.edu.lb/spaac 



Health 

The Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) and the 
AUB Medical Center (AUBMC) are reaching out 
to Palestinian communities in both Lebanon aud 
Palestine by training health care professionals and 
alumni on both sides of the border. 

For the last five years, FHS faculty and staff have 

teamed with the Institute of Community and Public 
Health (ICPH) at Birzeit University to offer a summer 
course training program. It's a natural collaboration, 

says ICPH Director Rana Khatib , given the long list 
of challenges she and her colleagues across the region 
face : the dearth of accurate and reliable data/information 
to support evidence and policy formulation , weak 
management information systems, lack of well trained 
health professionals in some fields , and a dependence 
on donors that leads to a focus on projects instead of 
national strategic agendas and programs. 

There are common challenges , but also common 

goals. Rita Giacaman, who was formerly director of 
ICPH and is still actively involved in the training 
program, describes a "similar approach to public health 
in our region and a keen interest in developing capacity 
in our respective countries-and in the region." The 
approach that they share "is developed sort of from 
the bottom up, in line with contextual need," she says. 
Both Khatib and Giacaman explain that working in 
the West Bank can be isolating, and they especially 

value the chance to "share experiences, learn from 
each other, network, and investigate future possibilities 
for cooperation with each other and also with other 

countries and organizations as well. " Muna Khalidi, who 
coordinated these workshops until she left FHS in july 
2007 , echoes their sentiments: "Many of the participants 
really value the interaction between Palestinians from 
Palestine and those living here in Lebanon," she says. 

At AUBMC, another initiative provides technical 

assistance and training for health care professionals 

MainGate Winter 2009 

November 2008: participants from the Ministry of Health and Makased 
Hospital in the West Bank that traveled to AUBMC to participate in training 
related "to current and advanced practices in the management of health 
services in healthcare organizations." 

living and working in the West Bank. The Advancement 
in Hospital Management Program, organized by AUBMC 
and the Office of Regional External Programs (REP) are 
funded by the Diana Tamari Sabbagh Foundation and 
the Medical Welfare Trust Fund (MWTF). 

A liaison committee at AUB for the Advancement 
Program including Drs . Ghazi Zaatari, George Araj , 
and Rima Afifi arranged with the Palestinian Authority 

Ministry of Health for a group of 19 health-care 

professionals to travel to AUBin November. The group 
included 16 nurses who received training in emergency 
room, coronary care, intensive care, neonatal intensive 
care, and operating room and cri tical care nursing. 
AUBMC also arranged for two staff trainees from 

Jerusalem's Maqassed Hospital to be trained in magnetic 
resonance imaging and blood bank and pheresis and for 
a director from the ministry to be trained in hospital 

procurement and supply management. 



Gladys Mouro, the assistant hospital director for 

Nursing Services at AUBMC, explains that she and her 

colleagues- many of whom were at AUB throughout the 

years of the Lebanese civil war- could identify easily 

with some of the challenges that health care providers 

in the West Bank face and enjoyed the opportunity to 

interact with them. "I was reminded of the time during 

~--=lthe-,.._war ... :w-itert~w'e were so remote from everything 

that was going on and had no resources. Meeting and 

working with these nurses made me appreciate how 

fortunate we are at AUB," she says. 

Although the November training program lasted for 

only two weeks, the cooperation and support is ongoing 

and a new group is scheduled to travel to AUBin 2009. In 

addition, Dr. Said Hammouz, director general of Higher 

and Continuing Health Education for the Palestinian 

Ministry of Health, who coordinated the Palestinian 

trainees, says that he hopes to be able to arrange for 

Mouro to visit Palestine soon, to follow up on the 

November training. He expressed his deep appreciation 

to AUB, the MWTF, the liaison committee, and all the 

instructors who took part in this unique program. 

The collaboration with Birzeit University is also 

ongoing. In addition to a training workshop that took 

place in January 2009, researchers from FHS and ICPH 

recently announced that they had signed a contract 

with Cambridge University Press to publish a book 

entitled Public Health in the Arab World . FHS Dean Iman 

Nuwayhid, and professors Marwan Khawaja and Samer 

Jabbour, and ICPH Professor Rita Giacaman will edit the 

volume that will include contributions from authors in 

the Arab world, Europe, and North America. 

Attracting more students from across the region to 

its Graduate Public Health Program has been a priority 

at FHS for many years. Dozens of graduate students and 

research fellows from the region (including Palestine) 

have already benefited from fellowships and research 

support from the Wellcome Trust, the Arab Fund, 

and the Ford Foundation. In October 2007, the Ford 

Foundation awarded FHS a $1 million endowment grant 

to be matched before mid-2009 to support FHS's Center 

for Research on Population and Health (CEPH) and 

to provide graduate scholarships in public health for 

regional students. 

The program provides opportunities to fellows 

like Abdullatif Husseini, a health specialist and an 

associate professor on leave from Birzeit University. 

While at AUB he analyzed demographic and health 

survey data on Palestinian women in Palestine and their 
knowledge of and attitude towards HIV/AIDS, which he 

later wrote up and published in the American journal of 

Health Behavior. He is one of the authors who will be 

contributing to Public Health in the Arab World. 

Another FHS alumna, Suha Al-Madbouh (see 

MainGate, Spring 2008, pages 32-34), a PhD student at 

Bielefeld University who lives and works in Germany, 

has kept Palestine central to her life as the focus of 

her PhD research. She is doing a case study of the 

Lower Jordan Valley to identify the factors affecting 

farmers' perceptions of wastewater reuse in irrigation 

and consumers' perceptions of buying produce irrigated 

with treated wastewater. She hopes to find a job at a 

German university that will enable her to work on 

pairing research projects with Palestinian universities 

and institutions. 

After graduating with an MS in population health 

in June 2007, Shireen Assaf worked as a consultant for 

various organizations in Lebanon-particularly in South 
Lebanon. She has· published two articles from her AUB 

MS thesis in peer-reviewed journals and recently moved 

back to Palestine after living in Lebanon for three years . 

Assaf credits AUB with giving her the opportunity to 

acquire both the skills that she needs and the chance to 

make friends from other Arab countries like Sudan. 

It was while she was a master's student at AUB 

that Yara Jarallah discovered what she describes as 

"my passion for population health." Jarallah, who 

earned an MS in population health in June 2005 

and spent three months in 2007 as a visiting fellow 

affiliated with CEPH, now works fulltime at ICPH at 

Birzeit University. She is also a member of the Youth 
Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (YCSSR) 

and the International Union for the Scientific Study of 
Population (IUSSP). 

FHS Dean Iman Nuwayhid notes that access to 

health services and education has improved in the 

region. "Nevertheless," he adds quickly, "our region 

continues to suffer from more than its fair share of war, 

conflict, and instability. We are therefore in real need of 

well-trained professionals in public health"-of people 

like Abdullatif Husseini, Suha Al-Madbouh, 

Shireen Assaf, and Yara Jarallah. 
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These five Palestinian AUB alumni have followed disparate 
yet interesting paths: author and architect; businessman and 
philanthropist; writer, editor, and politician; anthologist and poet; 
university president, educator, peace envoy, and government 
minister. Their Palestinian identity has not only informed them 
personally; it can also be seen in the immediate and Lasting 
contribution they have had to the Palestinian cause. 

II MainGate Winter 2009 



Salma Khadra Jayyusi 
(BA '45): anthologist and poet 
Salma Khadra Jayyusi (BA '45) was 

once told by a student in Texas, 

"Arabic culture has nothing to offer 

the world ." Since then , Jayyusi has 

devoted her professional career to 

correcting this misconception with a 

determined effort "to reject and com

bat a disgraceful absence of Arabic 

culture and literature from the world 

library." To this end, she founded 

the Project of Translation from Arabic 

(PROTA) in 1980 for the dissemination 

of Arabic literature, and later founded 

East-West Nexus, devoted to cultural 

studies. The fruits of these labors 

are manifest so far: ten substantial 

anthologies of classical and modern 

Arabic literature, over 27 single author 

works of poetry and prose in transla

tion, and seven large books of dis

course on Arabic and Islamic culture, 

civilization, and literature. Future pub

lications include edited books on the 

city in the Islamic world and human 

rights in Arabic thought. Her work 

with PROTA also continues with new 

books on the classical Arabic story 

and the poetry of Mahmoud Darwish 

and Nouri ai-Jarrah. A poet and writer 

herself, Jayyusi would like to find the 

time to publish 

more of her own 

poetry in English 

and Arabic and 

to translate her 

writings on poetry 

into Arabic. 

A l ways 

independent and 

strong-minded , 

Salma Khadra 

a l u m n 

Jayyusi attended AUB in the 1940s 

where she found a freedom "of spirit 

and mind." Studying Arabic and 

English literatures, she discovered her 

interest in critical theory as a student of 

Professor Byron Smith . She urges AUB 

students to "reject autocracy and fear. 

Find the true path; find your true Arab 

identity in an atmosphere that encour

ages choice and intelligent judgment. " 

After graduating with honors, Jayyusi 

married a diplomat, raised a family, 

and later joined the world of academia, 

teaching at several universities before 

leaving to found PROTA. 

Now residing most of the year in 

the United States, Jayyusi grew up in 

Acre and Jerusalem in a "patriotic and 

cultivated home, " raised by parents 

who were fond of their Arab literary 

heritage and staunch advocates of 

Beyond Bliss Street 
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rights and human justice. Jayyusi says 

of herself, "I am not just Palestinian by 

inheritance; I am an angry and deeply 

concerned Palestinian poet, writer, 

and editor who has tried as much 

as I could to serve the cause of my 

country." Through her continuing work 

with PROTA and East-West Nexus, 

Jayyusi has helped change the map 

of Arab culture outside the Arab world 

and has proven beyond a shadow of 

a doubt that Arabic literature, history, 

and culture have very much to offer 

the world . 
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Anis Sayegh (BA '53): writer, 
editor, and politician 
Anis Sayegh has worked his entire 

life for the cause of Palestine and for 

Arab unity. An outspoken and con

troversial writer, he believes in Arab 

nationalism, the liberation of Palestine, 

and resistance to Israel as a Jewish 

state. He is against negotiating with the 

Israelis and against the "two-state solu-

prof le 

tion," but does believe that Jews and Research Center (PRC) for ten years, to one topic. He also served as 

II 

Arabs, Christians and Muslims, can live 

together in a unified, democratic state 

of Palestine. Although his work is seen 

as inflammatory by some, Sayegh says 

that he has no connection to armed 

groups and has never held a gun in 

his hand. Given the gift of a pistol by 

both Hafez ai-Assad and Yassar Arafat, 

Sayegh refused to touch them and said 

that he wants to be "one person fight

ing Israel with a pen, not a pistol." 

Born in Tiberius, the son of a 

Presbyterian minister, Sayegh fled 

Palestine with his family in 1948. He 

which at one time had the largest 

library of books about Palestine outside 

Palestine. The PRC financed research

ers and writers, publishing hundreds 

of books in Arabic as well as other 

languages, including one book that 

was translated into Esperanto. Sayegh 

recounts that the Israelis targeted the 

PRC four times, including a letter bomb 

sent to him in 1972 that resulted in his 

losing most of his eyesight, hearing, 

and three fingers. Sayegh says that he 

could raise a case against Israel for the 

bomb that maimed him, but that he will 

has lived in Lebanon most of his life never do this because that would entail 

since then, first attending the Sidon recognizing the state of Israel. 

School and later AUB. He and his In addition to writing, Sayegh is a 

Jordanian wife lived in England for five prolific editor. He edited the 11 volume 

years where he studied and taught Palestinian Encyclopedia , which took 

at Cambridge. Returning to Lebanon, around 20 years to complete and is the 

Sayegh headed the Palestinian only encyclopedia in Arabic devoted 
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editor for three magazines during the 

1970s and '80s: Palestine Affairs, Arab 

Future , and Arab Affairs, the first and 

only magazine of the League of Arab 

States. Also active politically, Sayegh 

has twice been elected to the number 

two position in the Palestine National 

Council in 1998 and, most recently, in 

2008. Although mostly retired ," Sayegh 

continues to write, publishing his auto

biography in 2006. He also participates 

biweekly with other members of the 

"Palestinian intelligentsia" in Beirut in 

public debates on Palestinian issues. 



Suad Amiry (BArch '77): 
author and architect 
Suad Amiry, arch itect and renowned 

author, was born in exile but has 

been a resident of the West Bank 

for the past 27 years. After growing 

up in Amman, Amiry followed in the 

footsteps of her father and enrolled at 

AUB in the early 1970s. She says that 

her time at AUB and in Beirut during 

its "golden years" was an important 

and formative experience, educa

tionally as well as culturally. Amiry 

received the Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture's Distinguished 

Alumni award in 2006 and is the 

author of numerous books on archi

tecture, including Palestinian Village 

Home, Throne Village Architecture, 

and Manteer: Farm Houses . 

Amiry says of herself , "an 

architect by profession, I became a 

a l u m n i 

writer by sheer accident; an accident 

that changed my life ." In 2002, her 

mother-in-law moved in to her home 

at precisely the time when Sharon's 

army was occupying the West Bank. 

Amiry was being "driven crazy by the 

occupation inside and outside my 

doors." She coped by writing per

sonal emails to friends, one of whom 

brought her musings to a publisher in 

Italy. The result was the international 

best -seller, Sharon and My Mother-in

Law, which won the prestigious Italian 

literary award, Viaregg io, and has 

been translated into 18 languages. 

Dar ai-Adab published the Arabic ver

sion of her book in Beirut in 2006. 

Amiry credits some of the book's 

success to the fact that although 

people are tired of hearing about the 

troubles in Palestine, it uses humor in 

such a way that people get the point, 
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but do so while laughing and smiling. 

With her second book, Murad Murad, 

Amiry seeks again to tell a sad tale in 

a humorous and engaging fashion. It 

is based on a nighttime journey taken 

with a group of Palestinian workers 

seeking to sneak across the separa

tion wall into Israel for work. 

Although best known as an 

author, Amiry devotes most of her 

time to running the Riwaq Center 

for Architectural Conservation (www. 

riwaq.org) , an NGO in Ramallah whose 

aim is the protection and development 

of architectural heritage in Palestine. 

Riwaq will be celebrating its 20th 

anniversary in 2011. Its Job Creation 

through Conservation project, which 

won the 2006 Dubai International 

Award for Best Practices to Improve 

the Living Environment, creates jobs 

for local workers by preserving his

torical buildings that are then used 

as cultural centers for the benefit of 

women, children, and youth. Amiry 

credits the success of Riwaq to its 

flexibility and the commitment of those 

working for it, and to the fact that her 

strengths as its director are not her 

administrative skills but her ability "as 

a good discussant." 
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thought and right representative to the Arab Fund for 
to self-expres- Economic and Social Development. 

A. M. Al-Qattan 
(BBA '51): businessman and 
philanthropist 
From humble beginnings as the son 

of a merchant in Jaffa, Abdel Mohsin 

AI-Qattan rose to the heights of busi

ness success and now uses his pros

perity to help the people of Palestine 

and others to achieve their own poten

tial. AI-Qattan 's parents instilled in him 

a belief in the power of education, 

sending him to study in Jerusalem 

under the renowned educator and 

scholar, Khalil Sakakini . At AUB, he 

studied political science and business, 

focusing exclusively on business after 

becoming financially responsible for 

his mother and siblings following his 

sion." After gradu

ation, he was a 

teacher in Jordan 

and Kuwait, 

then moved into 

government as 

controller general 

of the Ministry 

of Water and 

Electricity in Kuwait. AI-Qattan later 

founded and managed several suc

cessful companies operating in the 

Middle East and Europe, starting with 

AI-Hani Construction and Trading, 

which became one of Kuwait's largest 

construction firms. 

Although living in exile most of 

his life, AI-Qattan was always deeply 

involved in Palestinian politics and 

issues: as a student activist while 

at AUB and later as a member of 

the Palestine National Counci l. 

Beginning in the 1980s, AI-Qattan put 

his considerable talents and financial 

resources to work helping the people 

of Palestine through various charitable 

organizations. He helped to found the 
father's death. AI-Qattan remembers Welfare Association, an organization 
AUB as "a place where we were supporting sustainable development in 
encouraged to value our freedom of Palestine, and served as the Palestine 
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In these capacities, AI-Qattan was 

able to secure hundreds of millions 

of dollars for Palestine education, 

culture, and development. In 1994, 

he founded the London-based A. M. 

Qattan Foundation, which provides 

over $3 million annually to fund vari

ous projects. The foundation's main 

objectives are to identify and promote 

scholarly, artistic, and scientific excel 

lence and research that contribute to 

the advancement of Arabs in general 

and Palestinians in particular. Two flag

ship projects are a children's center in 

Gaza and the Educational Research 

Center in Ramallah. 

AI-Qattan is a member of AUB's 

Board of Trustees, as well as a mem

ber of the boards of several charitable 

organizations and Birzeit University 

in the West Bank. At an address to 

AUB alumni in 2006, AI-Qattan urged 

graduates to embrace the leadership 

roles that this university is known for 

preparing its graduates to assume and 

to couple this with a strong sense of 

social responsibility. 



Nabeel Kassis [PhD '72): 
university president, 
educator, peace envoy, and 
government minister 
Nabeel Kassis has worn many hats over 

the years: academic, peace negotiator, 

policy analyst, government minister, and 

university administrator. Having lived 

most of his life in Palestine under occu

pation, Kassis says, "The challenges 

in Palestine were great, and so were 

the opportunities to make a difference. 

Anything you attempt under occupation 

is a challenge." Currently president of 

Birzeit University in the West Bank, 

he says that he has his hands full 

keeping the university "operating up to 

expectations." Running a university is 

hard enough under the best of circum

stances, but Kassis also has to contend 

with a tense political situation as well as 

financial difficulties. However, he notes 

that institutions like Birzeit University 

have made a crucial and positive differ

ence in Palestinian society. 

Before becoming president of 

Birzeit University, Kassis spent sev

eral years in various positions with 

the Palestinian National Authority: as 

minister of state (without portfolio) 

in charge of preparing the city of 

a l u m n 

in 2000, as coordinator of the Ministerial 

Reform Committee, and as minister of 

tourism and minister of planning. In 

the 1990s, Kassis was a member of 

Palestine's delegation to the Madrid 

Peace Conference and participated 

in negotiations in Washington, DC 

and other locations around the world. 

He also cofounded and was the first 

director of the Palestine Economic 

Policy Research Institute, an important 

think tank in Ramallah. 

Prior to this period of public serv

ice, Kassis was immersed in academia. 

After studying nuclear physics at Mainz 

University in Germany, he enrolled in 

AUB's new PhD program in physics. In 

addition to meeting his wife in Beirut, 

Kassis says that "everything I experi

enced during my two years at AUB is 

memorable." He then went on to work 

Bethlehem for millennium celebrations at universities and research centers in 
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Jordan, Germany, Italy, France, and 

England before settling at Birzeit, where 

he taught physics and served as chair 

of the Physics Department and later as 

vice president for academic affairs. 

An old friend and former AUB 

professor warned him when he decided 

to return to Palestine and join Birzeit that 

he would "probably be doing much less 

physics and more 'institution building."' 

This prediction has proved more presci

ent than either could have imagined at 

the time. Reflecting on his multifarious 

career and varied accomplishments, 

Kassis says: "Every job I took presented 

a challenge. Each challenge brings 

with it an opportunity. The measure 

of success in meeting a challenge is 

how much of what was built remains 

there to be built on further 

by others." Ci) 
-Interviews by Jennifer Muller 
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Two days after being named 
dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Sciences (FAS) in 1974, Elie 
Salem (BA '50), was kicked 
out of his office by occupying 
students. Today the president 
of the University of Balamand, 
Salem admits that he loved 
teaching, hated grading papers, 
and that his difficult years as 
dean of FAS (1974-82) made 
for an easy transition to deputy 
prime minister and foreign 
minister of Lebanon in 1982. 

MainGate W i nter 2009 

MainGate: When did you first 

come to AUB and what were your 

first impressions? 

I entered as a freshman in 1946 when I 

graduated from Tripoli High School. 

I had never even been to Beirut 

before. The campus was extremely 

green, extremely beautiful. 

Most of the teachers were 

Americans who had served in the army 

during World War II. We loved to listen 

to all their war stories, but it wasn't 

easy for us because our English was 

Elie Salem welcoming Nasri Maalouf, 197 4 

very, very poor. Those young American 

instructors were just too American for 

us. They were very young, and their 

English was so fast, so colloquial, and 

their style so very democratic that we 

were lost with them. 

The most interesting th ing I 

observed at AUB at that time and sti ll 

cherish to this day is the diversity of 

the student population. I had never 

met a Palestinian, an Iraqi, an Iranian, 

an Indian. There were even Jewish 

students from Palestine studying at 
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AUB before 1948. That diversity still 

exists today. AUB is pretty unique 

in that regard - more than any other 

institution even today. 

MG: What did you study at AUB? 

I was sent by my father to study 

medicine, but I hated science, and 

shifted to political studies. When I 

returned to the village and confessed 

what I had done, my father held court 

with the priest, the mayor, and other 

important people. They all tried to push 

me back to medicine, but fortunately, I 

stuck to my plans. 

In 1950 I graduated from AUB 

and went to graduate school in the 

United States-first to the University of 

Cincinnati, and then, intending to work 

for a PhD in political science, I went to 

Johns Hopkins University's graduate 

school, the School of Advanced 

International Studies (SAIS). 

MG: What about your return to 

AUB after graduate school? 

Well, in Washington while studying at 

SAIS I met my American wife, Phyllis. 

By the time I got my PhD, we knew 

we wanted to get married, so in 1954 I 

returned to Lebanon to hunt for a job. 

The chair of the Political Science 

new department-working with John 

Adams, a really liberal character, and 

Fred Bent, but I taught for only two 

years before returning to the United 

States in 1956, when Johns Hopkins 

offered me an assistant professorship 

at double my AUB salary. 

This time we stayed in America 

for six years, from 1956 to 1962, 

when AUB's president, Norman Burns, 

offered me a job at AUB. 

When I returned to AUB, 

President Burns didn't want me 

in political science, but in the new 

Orientation Program (UOP) designed 

to attract students from the Gulf. 

After two years of setting up the UOP 

in the middle of a dispute between 

the dean, Farid Hanania, and the 

president, I went back to political 

science, where I taught courses I 

liked, including Cultural Studies, was 

chair of the department, and later 

assistant dean under Terry Prothro. In 

197 4 I became dean of the Faculty of 

Arts and Sciences (FAS). 

MG: What was AUB like when you 

returned in 1962? Were there any 

big differences? 

Oh, yes. AUB had grown considerably. 

At that time with the confl ict between 

Department, Cecil Hourani, said nothing the United States and the Soviet Union 

was available in political science, 

but a new department opening up, 

Public Administration, might need me. 

I was advised to read a 75-page 

book entitled , Teach Yourself Public 

Administration. I read the book. I got 

the job. I taught it. 

As soon as I knew I had the AUB 

job, Phyllis came and we were married 

in the village. We were determined to 

stay at AUB, to live in Lebanon, and 

to make our careers here. I loved the 

growing over influence in developing 

nations, a lot of money was channeled 

to AUB through AID (the Agency 

for International Development). 

Congressmen came, took pictures, 

and went back to report on what a 

good job this American university was 

doing. 

MG: Do you still keep in touch with 

your students? 

Not really. But later on, when I visited 

Elie Salem (BA '50) 
President of the University 
of Balamand since 1993 
At AUB: taught public administration, 

political science, and cultural studies; 

directed the original University Orientation 

Program; served as chair of the PSPA 

Department, acting president, and dean 

of FAS (197 4-82); deputy prime minister 

and minister of foreign affairs (1982-84); 

adviser on foreign affairs to the president 

of the republic (1984-88). 

the Gulf States, I often met my 

students, many of whom were in 

prominent positions in government 

and business. What impressed me 

most was their telling me how much 

they had benefited from Cultural 

Studies (now the Civilization Sequence 

Program) . It was the course they 

hated most whi le at AUB, but it was 

by far the most useful to them when 

they returned to their own countries. 

It stayed with them. Cultural Studies 

opened up their minds. 

I really enjoyed teaching, although 

I hated grading papers. But somehow 

I found my career taking me toward 

administration without my choosing 

this direction. 

MG: Your time as dean coincided 

with the civil war. What can you 

tell us about those years? 

Well, it was also a period of much 

student unrest. I was appointed dean 

on Tuesday and was kicked out of 

my offices by occupying students on 

Thursday. 

When I was still teaching , I 

had frequently served as adviser to 

students and to the student council , 

so many of the radical students were 
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friends of mine. When they wanted , 

for example, to hold a demonstration 

at the American Embassy, I would 

agree that they could go, but that they 

should stop at such and such a place 

and then return . "Don't embarrass the 

University." I had some influence over 

them at first. 

But when I became dean the 

conflict became larger and the political 

parties really dominated the scene. 

I lost the influence I'd had. By then, 

when I told the students something, 

they would go and do the opposite. 

The Palestinian movement had taken 

a different shape in Lebanon , 

and in the vanguard were some 

political parties and students 

at AUB. The occupation of 

buildings on campus was 

going hand in hand with the 

occupation of streets in Ras 

Beirut. That the students were 

no longer coming to my office 

was a big shock. I realized that 

it was not the students talking , 

but leaders from outside who were 

telling the students in West Hall what 

to do from one day to the next. 

My deanship came at a very 

difficult time. The University was 

at its most unstable period. Some 

Americans were leaving; others were 

kidnapped. When rumors suggested 

that the trustees wanted to close the 

University or move it to Morocco or 

Jordan I began sending out papers 

to all faculty members saying that the 

University would remain in Lebanon, 

that we might have to teach for free, 

but that under no condition would we 

allow the University to move, even if 

no salaries were paid. Although it was 

a very difficult time, I'm proud of that 

period. 
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MG: You left AUB to become 

deputy prime minister and foreign 

minister in 1982. Was it difficult 

to adjust to leaving academia 

for administration, first as FAS 

dean and then as part of the 

government? 

No. In fact, I did not find much difference 

at all. I found that being a professor at 

a university and being a dean handling 

human problems daily fully qualifies 

you to deal with matters of state in a 

completely rational, intelligent manner. 

I felt very confident in the role, very 

much at ease. 

Jewett Hall Christmas Party, 1964 

MG: Did you ever go back to AUB? 

No, but in 1985 I was asked by 

a delegation of trustees if I would 

serve as president, with residence in 

London, Paris, or New York. Under 

no condition could I accept: it would 

not have been fair to my colleagues 

nor would it have been fair to Lebanon 

where there was so much to do. And 

then in the mid-'80s with all that was 

going on in Lebanon-the situation in 

the government, the attempts to get 

Israel out of the country, the conflicting 

Arab positions, the radical divisions

all made the delegation's suggestion 

seem so far from the work I was doing 

that I didn't think it was realistic for me 

to assume a job at AUB at that time. 

I haven't really been back to 

AUB. Things have changed so much 

that I no longer know anybody at the 

gate and very few people inside. I was 

once even stopped at the gate, and 

that hurt. I rarely go to Beirut and don't 

socialize at all. I have returned to my 

village, and I'm happy there, seven 

minutes by car from my office at the 

University of Balamand. 

MG: What has been the effect of 

AUB on your life? 

Oh, everything. I consider myself to be 

totally formed by AUB-my mind and 

my personality and my friendships. I 

must admit that I have no real 

friends except the ones I made 

at AUB. 

Everything I do has come 

from my AUB experience. 

My entire life was formed at 

AUB. Much of my work at 

the University of Balamand is 

influenced by my experience at 

AUB. I have only one criticism, 

which came out of my work in 

government. I made it in a speech to 

the alumni in 1997. AUB so emphasized 

the regional aspects of its influence that 

it did not emphasize Lebanon enough. 

It took Lebanon too much for granted. 

I think my colleagues at AUB and in the 

administration never really fully grasped 

the problem of Lebanon as it should be 

grasped. If you love Lebanon, you love 

the Arab world, not vice versa. It was 

a very positive critique, but somehow 

it was never understood. I never got 

any reaction. I wanted the University to 

emphasize Lebanon, but not to ignore 

the region. I wanted my colleagues at 

AUB to look with two eyes, to look at the 

region through Lebanon and not 

at Lebanon through the region. Gi) 

- J.M.C. 
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WAAAUB Executive Committee Members with Prime Minister Sinioura and his wife Huda Sinioura 

WAAAUB NEWS MIDDLE EAST 
Honoring alumni in office Abu Dhabi 

On October 24 , 2008, WAMUB 

hosted an invitation-only reception in 

West Hall in honor of Prime Minister 

Fouad Siniora and 11 alumni cur

rently serving as Lebanese cabinet 

ministers. The ministers, including 

Prime Minister Fouad Siniora, were 

Telecom Minister Jibran Bassil, 

Minister of State Wael Bou Faour, 

Health Minister Mohammed Jawad 

Khalifeh, Information Minister Tarek 

Mitri , Economy and Trade Minister 

Mohammed Safadi, Culture Minister 

Tammam Salam, Foreign Minister 

Fawzi Salloukh, Minister of State for 

Administrative Development Ibrahim 

Shamseddine, Agriculture Minister 

Elias Skaff, and Finance Minister 

Mohammed Shatah. 
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Jirji Bsheer, honorary member of the Abu 
Dhabi Branch, and Suha Takkieddine, secre
tary of the association, presented President 
Peter Dorman with a $100,000 check on 
December 4-just a portion of the associa
tion's annual donation to the Abu Dhabi Alumni 
Endowed Scholarship fund. 

Bahrain 

On November 20-21, 2008, the 

Alumni Association in Bahrain 

hosted WAMUB's first GCC Forum 

in Bahrain that brought together 

WAMUB and chapter leaders from 

Riyadh, Jeddah, Eastern Province, 

Dubai , Abu Dhabi, Oman, and Qatar. 

Lebanon's Ambassador to Bahrain , 

HE Aziz Azzi joined AUB alumni for 

dinner at the Diplomat Radisson SAS 

Hotel on the fi rst evening. During the 

opening ceremony the next morn 

ing , AUB Dean of Student Affairs 

Maroun Kisirwani reminded alumni 

of the important role they play in the 

life of the University; in his remarks, 

WAMUB President Khalil Makkawi 

stressed that the purpose of the 

gathering was to encourage closer 

col laborat ion among GCC chapters 

and WAMUB. During the course of 

their presentations and the lively dis

cussions that followed, participants 

made a number of recommendations 

concerning WAMUB's role and how 



WAAAUB GCC Forum participants 

best to reach out to AUB alumni 

worldwide. 

The day ended with a memora

ble dinner at the residence of Shaikha 

May AI Otaibi , the president of the 

Alumni Association in Bahrain, who 

a l u m n i 

one . . . are important opportunities 

for all to hear from each other, to 

share ideas, and to get to know one 

another. " Dr. Khalil Makkawi added , 

"Our purpose here today is to encour

age and assist the Lebanon, Syria, 

provided everyone with an evening of Palestine, and Jordan chapters to 

local cuisine and warm hospitality that work more closely together and w ith 

they will not soon forget. the WAAAUB standing committees, 

For more information visit: 

http://www. waaaub. org/news. html 

Jordan 

The Alumni Club of Jordan hosted the 

WAAAUB leadership and AUB alumni 

from Lebanon, Syria, and Palestine at 

WAAAUB's first regional Levant meet

ing in Amman October I 0-11 , 2008. 

Minister of Tourism Maha Khatib wel

comed AUB President Peter Dorman 

and AUB alumni at a reception at the 

Alumni Club headquarters on Friday 

night. At a ceremony on Saturday 

morning, HE Khaled Toukan spoke 

about the vision of the Jordan nuclear 

program, which was a fascinating 

opportunity to hear from a fellow 

AUB alumnus. President Dorman, the 

morning 's . guest speaker, reminded 

everyone that "meetings such as this 

Alumni at the WAAAUB convention, Jordan 

as well as to reach out to AUB alumni 

in the Levant area and worldwide." 

Participants then met to discuss 

WAAAUB programs and to brainstorm 

about how best to reach out to AUB 

alumni , and ended the evening w ith 

a dinner hosted by WAAAUB board 

member Zahi Masri. 

Dubai and Northern Emirates 

More than 800 alumni and friends from 

Dubai and the Northern Emirates held 

Beyond Bliss Street 
happenings 

Worldwide Alumni Association of 
the American University of Beirut 

WAAAUB Elections 2009: 

Make 
• your vo1ce 

heard! 
The secondWorldwideAiumniAssociation 

Elections will be held this May and June 

2009. Our thanks to all those who 

heeded the call for nominations and sent 

in names of potential candidates to run 

for the Board of Directors and Council 

positions. 

Now it's important that you par

ticipate and VOTEI Ballots will be sent by 

email and paper in May 2009 to alumni 

worldwide. Results will be announced 

July 2009. 

For WAAAUB 20009 Election 

details go to: 

http://www. waaau b. org/e lection. htm I 
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a l u m n h a ppenin gs 

WAAAUB fever! 
There are now two new chapters: in Cairo, 

Egypt, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 

the Un ited States. For news on the Cairo 

Chapter, contact Samar Sallab (samarsal

lab@yahoo.com). For information about the 

Philadelphia/Delaware Valley Chapter, emai l 

Nasri Kawar (nskawar@yahoo.com). Are 

you interested in establishing a WAAAUB 

chapter in your area? Contact waaaub@ 

aub.edu. lb 

their annual gala dinner on November 

27, 2008, at the AI-Bustan Rotana 

Hotel. Chapter President Yasser El 

Hajj welcomed the crowd and intro-

the communities in which they live 

and work." Trustee Chartouni spoke 

eloquently about how AUB alumni 

connect with one another and reach 

out to help others in need. He said 

that he had found supporting educa

tion to be gratifying , challenging, and 

rewarding, and urged the audience 

to "give of yourselves, give of your 

time, give of your money, give of your 

energy; you are needed. " A number of 

· people in the audience responded

as they have done so often in the past , 

contributing more than $470,000 dur

ing the raffle, art auction, and the AUB 

scholarsh ip auction that fol lowed. 

duced the guests of honor, President Thanks to the extraordinary generos-

Peter Dorman and AUB Trustee ity of Dubai alumni , the association 

Nabil Chartouni. Commenting on the raised enough money to fund thirty-

gala's theme, "Yesterday 's Success, six $10,000 scholarships for AUB 

Tomorrow's Promise," President students . The crowd celebrated the 

Dorman said, "I strongly believe that evening's success by dancing the 

yesterday's success can best be seen night away to the music of Lebanese 

in our alumni- in the lives of thousands 

of men and women who transform 

Dubai gala 

MainGate Winter 2009 

artist Guy Manoukian. Thanks to a 

great organizing committee: Yasser 

El Hajj (president), Najat Zarour, Raja 

Trad, Amer Bibi, Fida Asfour, Roula 

Hamzeh, Rabih Hamzeh - and to MC 

Ricardo Karam. 

NORTH AMERICA 
Atlanta 

AUB alumni and members oftheAtlanta 

Lebanese-Arab community got togeth

er for an Oriental Night on November 

7, 2008, at Zaya Mediterranean 

Restaurant-a wonderful spot in the 

Highlands area of Atlanta, Georgia. 

The evening, which was one of the 

first events of the season the Atlanta 

Chapter has organized, featured a 

Atlanta Chapter, left to right: Lama Farran 
Basma, Ramzi Bouhamdan, Mohamad Wehbi, 
Julia Masaad, Nadine Jbeity Chamseddine, 
Rota Naaman Doughan 



Lebanese dinner, belly dancing, and 

a performance from our own Ramzi 

Bouhamda, a Studio el Fan graduate, 

who enchanted everyone. 

Michigan 

Participants at the cancer walk 

In October, Michigan alumni part

nered with the NAAMA (National Arab 

American Medical Association) for a 

cancer walk benefiting local women's 

health education and awareness 

programs. AUBites and their families 

braved the bitterly cold weather to walk 

Southern California reception 

Dr. Salti with attendees at the Michigan Chapter event 

the one-mile course at the Detroit Zoo Northern and Southern California 

in support of this important cause. In November 2008 President Dorman. 

The chapter also hosted AUB's visited California to meet with the 

Ibrahim Salti, MD, professor of medi- northern and southern California 

cine and head of Endocrinology and alumni chapters. He traveled first to 

Metabolism on November 7, 2008, San Francisco where he attended a 

at the University of Michigan at Ann reception at the historic St. Francis 

Arbor. Dr. Salti spoke on the preva- Hotel in downtown San Francisco 

lence of obesity in Arab countries, 

the associated health issues, options 

for obesity management, and ben

efits of moderate weight loss. The 

chapter presented Dr. Salti with AUB/ 

WAAAUB-inscribed masbaha beads 

and a locally made Motawi tile in 

recognition of his dedication to his 

students, patients, and colleagues. 

on November 15. The following day, 

AU Bites from southern California 

braved the wi ldfires to enjoy brunch 

with Dorman at the Phoenic ia 

Restaurant in Glendale. At both 

events, President Dorman shared 

some of his personal impressions of 

Beirut and AUB. 
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ALUMNI 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED 

2022 

[Arab Scientific Publishers, 
Inc., 2008] by Ghassan 
Chebaro [MA '6 7] 

Solved Problems in 
Analysis: A Companion to 
Math Majors 

[http://www.futureintech.net/ 
books] by Badih N. Ghusayni 
[BS '78, MS '80] 

2022 

Chebaro's novel, 

published in Ara

bic, warns of the 

impending glob

al environmental 

crisis through 

the story of a 

Lebanese envi

ronmental activ

ist who stands 

up to a "greedy" 

businessman 

who will stop at 

This book is for math majors of all 

levels, covering undergraduate clas

sical analysis, graduate real and com

plex analysis, functional analysis, and 

nonharmonic fourier series. It also 

includes 525 problems and their com

plete solutions. 

II 

How to Step into the 
Lebanese Glam Lane 

[Turning Point Books, 2008] 
by Anissa Rafeh [MA '99] 

no environmen- Rafeh taps into her experience as a 

tal misdeed to expand his enterprise. journalist and woman of the world 

The novel addresses the Arab youth in to provide a guide to the divine 

order to raise awareness about climate and bewildering world of Lebanese 

change and environmental crises. 

Nahj al-l'tidal Al-'Arabi: 
Mudhakkarat Siyasiyya 
1991-2005 

women. Miss Guided answers plenty 

of questions about how to survive 

and thrive in the Beirut jungle. Tips on 

looking glamorous, finding Mr. Right, 

and dealing with the family are mas

terfully complemented by the car-

[Dar An-Nahar, 2008] by toon illustrations of Benoit Debbane. 

Marwan Muasher [former 
student, 1972-76] 

This is the Arabic translation of the 

author's original work The Arab Cen

ter-The Promise of Moderation (Yale 

University Press, New Haven and Lon

don 2008). Muasher uses his expe

rience as a Jordanian diplomat to 

discuss the importance and need for 

moderation in the Arab world, arguing 

that moderation is the main way to 

achieve peace in the region. 
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Montreal and Ottawa Chapters 

Top left to right, AUB alumni from Montreal: 
Germain Aoun, Bassem Abi-Farah. Walid 
Accaoui, Rabi AI-Akl. Front left to right: Samir 
Samaha 0/VAAAUB Ottawa), Hadia Shbaklo 
0/VAAAUB Montreal VP), Michelle Khalifeh 
0/VAAAUB Montreal Treasurer). Johnny Kairouz 
0/VAAAUB Montreal President). Ziad Taan 
(Lebanese Consul in Montreal), Jade Haddad 
0/VAAAUB Montreal Secretary), Nada Tamim 
0/VAAAUB Ottawa President) 

Members of the Montreal and 

Ottawa Chapters' Alumni Executive 

Committees attended a reception at 

the Inter-Continental Hotel in Montreal 

organized by the Lebanese General 

Consulate in honor of Lebanese 



a t· u m n 

In Raleigh, North Carolina, alumni held a movie screening of the film Under the Bombs at the house 
of alumni Serena Badran and Toni Louca. Left to right: Toni Louca (BE '97), Serena Badran (EE '97), 
Dani Louca (BS '03), Elias Schtakleff (ME '71 ), Sirine Schtakleff, Ghada Rabah Daunch (BS '89), William 
Daunch, Ibrahim Alameddine (BS '99, MS '02), Sherene Wehbe Bitar (BSN '99, MPH '01), Raghid Bitar 
(BS '98, MD '02), Witold Winnik, Amal Abu-Shakra Winnik (BS '79). Children left to right: Sabrine Daunch, 
Leen Bitar, Abdallah Bitar, Ramsey Daunch 

President Michel Suleiman during his 

visit to Quebec to participate in the 

Francophon ie Summit on October 19, 

2008. 

Ohio Valley 

More than 40 alumni and friends from 

Columbus and Cincinnati turned out 

on November 29, 2008, to enjoy 

Ohio Valley karaoke extravaganza 

Lebanese food and karaoke at 

a holiday party at Swaim Lodge in 

Montgomery, Ohio. 

Toronto 

More than 1 00 Toronto alumni gathered 

at the Imperial Room of the Fairmont 

Royal York on October 25, 2008 for 

the chapter's annual gala dinner and 

the chance to hear Rami Khouri, direc

tor of AUB's lssam Fares Institute of 

Public Policy and International Affairs 

(I FI), and Ibrahim Gedeon, alumnus 

and chief technology officer of the 

Canada-based telecom giant, Telus 

Communications. Chapter President 

Maha Zabaneh welcomed the 

evening's guests, which included the 

Beyond Bliss Street 
happenings 

Honorable Bob Rae, former premier 

of Ontario and member of parliament 

for Toronto Centre, and Daniel Burns, 

former deputy minister in the Ontario 

government. In his speech, Gedeon 

shared his "recipe for success" with 

the young professional alumni in the 

audience: "Don't be afraid to be who 

you are." Gedeon delighted the audi 

ence with his story of how it is that . 

hummus is now offered at all Telus 

executive meetings. (It turns out that 

it all started when Gideon used to 

pack hummus from home every day.) 

Chapter Vice President Lin a Badih pre

sented Gideon with an inscribed AUB 

medallion. Rami Khouri captivated the 

crowd with his insightful analysis of 

Rabih Hijazi (left) of the Toronto Chapter leader
ship at the Toronto gala 

the regional and global challenges that 

the Arab world faces-from media 

bias to youth unemployment. (You can 

read more about IFI at www.aub.edu. 

lb/-webifi/). With the speeches over, 

alumni and their guests took to the 

dance floor inspired by the beat of 

Arabic pop and dabke. The Toronto 

Chapter is thankful for generous dona

tions from alumni Ibrahim Gedeon, 

Teddy Abdo, and Nada Tamim that 

made the evening possible. 

Learn more about these and other activi

ties at http.//www waaaub.org/news.html 
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Nasri Kawar 
(BS '56, MS '59) recently 

established the WAAAUB 

Delaware Valley Alumni 

Chapter in the Philadelphia 

area. Contact him for more 

information about the new 

chapter at nskawar@yahoo. 

com 

Antoine Manneh 
(BBC [Brief Business Course] 

'50) is a retired insurance 

broker. He can be reached 

at the following address: 

205/27 49 Chemin Ste-Foy, 

Quebec G1V4S2, Canada or 

at sato261 O@hotmail.com 

When I mad Tabry (AUBMC 

resident, 1970-7 4) arrived at 

the Shifa Hospital in Gaza 

in 2005, it was his eighth 

trip since 2000. Dr. Tabry, 

currently a cardiac surgeon 

at the Holy Cross Hospital 

in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 

donated his time and exper-

Ill Ma1nGate W1nter 2009 
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M Manneh would like 
otJ to reach Zuhayr 

Hi lbawi (BA '50) 

from Damascus, Syria, 

and George Mussa Deeb 
(BA '50) from El Kaura, 

Lebanon. 

1 9 6 0 5 

Raja Gabriel Khalifah 
(BS '62) recently moved with 

his wife Li lla to Princeton, 

New Jersey, where he 

earned his PhD in physical 

chemistry in the early 1960s. 

Besides pursuing his long

time research interest in drug 

tise to perform heart surgery 

on three patients a day dur

ing each of his missions. 

His work, which was carried 

out through the Palestinian 

Children's Relief Fund 

(PCRF) helped treat and 

save the lives of hundreds 

of Gaza residents. "There 

development for diabetic AUB graduates that came 

kidney disease-he is cur

rently VP of Research and 

Chemistry at NephroGenex, 

Inc - he is enjoying renew

ing old acquaintances and 

has resumed playing ten

nis and collecting tennis tro-

to study at Princeton, and 

the connections and special 

bonds thrive to this day. " The 

Khalifahs have two sons, 

Peter (chemistry professor 

at Stony Brook University, 

Princeton PhD '01) and 

phies and championships to Anthony, an MD in Dallas. 
match those from more than (Raja.Khalifah@gmail.com) 

40 years ago. Khalifah writes, 

"A large part of the nostalgia 

of returning to Princeton is 

that the university and town 

have extremely strong ties to 

AUB. Retired AUB stalwarts 

and related others (Dodges, 

Waterburys, Kerrs, and 

Blisses) always took care of 

are literally hundreds, if not 

thousands, of people here 

who need cardiac care not 

currently available to them in 

Gaza," said Or. Tabry during 

his last trip . There is current

ly no cardiac surgery pro

gram functioning in Gaza, 

though heart disease is the 

Yusef Khalil Shalati 
(BEN '63) is general man

ager of OTIS, LLC. (yusef_ 

shalabi@hotmail.com) 

Usamah 0. Farrukh 
(BEN '67) has a PhD in elec

trical engineering-electro-

number one cause of mor

tality. Since his trip in 2005, 

when all his donated surgi

cal supplies were confis

cated at the Tel Aviv airport, 

getting access to Gaza has 

been all but impossible. But 

he's trying to return as soon 

as the situation allows. 



physics from the University 

of Southern California. He is 

currently an adjunct profes

sor of communication engi

neering at Hariri Canadian 

University. (usamah2000@ 

yahoo .com; Farrukh74@ 

alumni.usc.edu) 

1 9 70s 
Saadeh George-Azzi 
(BS '72 , MD '76) is a psychia

trist in Rotherham, Doncaster, 

and South Humberside, 

United Kingdom. He has 

earned several higher edu

cation degrees and certifica

tions including the Licentiate 

in Medicine and Surgery of 

the Society of Apothecaries 

(LMSSA); the Licentiate of the 

Royal College of 'Physicians 

of London (LRCP); and 

the Licentiate of the Royal 

College of Surgeons (LRCS). 

He is also a member of the 

Royal College of Psychiatrists 

(MRCPsych) . 

M Looking for old 

()'(j friends and 
classmates! 

Afnan Al Zayani 
(former student, 1973- 75) 

has been named one of the 

most accomplished women 

in the region in the latest 

issue of ArabianBusiness. 

com. She serves on the board 

of the Bahrain Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry 

(BCCI) and is also one of 

the founding members of the 

Bahrain Business Women's 

Society. Since 1999, she has 

been president and proprie

tor of AI Zayani Commercial 

Services (ZCS), one of the 

leading family businesses in 

the Kingdom of Bahrain. The 

company covers the tele

coms, information technolo

gy, and agriculture and food 

sectors. AI Zayani studied 

food technology. 

Mohamed J. Medawar 
(BEN '76) is managing direc

tor of Medacom Development 

FZ -LLC in Dubai. (mjmeda

war@yahoo.com) 

Musa Ghannam 
(BS '77) is vice president of 

global technical services at 

Schering Plough Corporation. 

He lives in Doylestown, 

Pennsylvania with his wife 

Asma Farsh (BS, School of 

Nursing '82) and their two 

teenage children, Ramzi and 

Nicole. (ghannam_musa@ 

yahoo.com) 

Tammam Farhat 
(BS '78, MD '83) works in 

anesthesiology and criti

cal care medicine at Tufts 

Medical Center. (tfarhat@ 

tuftsmedicalcenter.org) 

Saad A. Sanyurah 
(BS '79, MD '84) has been 

an allergist in private prac

tice in Ohio since 1991. He 

also serves as an educa

tor at Northeastern Ohio 

Universities Col leges of 

Beyond Bliss Street 
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Medicine. Sanyurah is board 

certified by the American 

Board of Pediatrics and the 

American Board of Allergy 

and Immunology. His many 

research interests include 

latex sensitivity in children 

with myelodysplasia. (snyrh@ 

yahoo.com) 

1 9 80s 
Saab Jannoun 
(BBA '80) is 

of Integrated 

president 

Medical 

Diagnostics, which is based 

in Tampa, Florida. The 

company specializes in car

diovascular disease risk 

assessment and e-medicine. 

(saeb@integratedmd. or g) 

Michael Boufarhat 
(BEN '81) is CEO of James 

Williams, a mechanical, elec

trical , and plumbing serv

ices contractor in the Middle 

East. He lives in Dubai. 

(michael . boufarhat@jlw. a e) 

Hala Nasser Haffar 
(BBA '82) moved from Dubai 

to Oakville, Ontario, Canada 

in July 2006. After teaching 

business and computer stud

ies at the Higher Colleges of 

Technology in Sharjah , she 

changed careers and is now 

a certified Body Harmonics 

Pilates instructor working in 

a Pilates studio in Oakville 

and loving it. 

Sonia Nader Sayigh 
(MD '82, Pediatric Residency 

Certificate '84) completed a 

fellowship in pediatric infec

tious diseases at Stanford 

University and has been a 

practicing partner at Welch 

Road Pediatrics in Stanford 

for several years. Her hus

band Basim Sayigh (BE 

'71, ME '74) was award

ed his PhD in civil/environ

mental engineering from 

the University of Texas at 

Austin in 1977 and is cur

rently president and CEO of 

AMERICEC Inc, a general 

engineering and GIS services 

firm with offices in Redwood 

City and Tarzana, California. 

(nadersayigh@yahoo.com) 

lffat Adnan Saadah 
(BA '84) recently moved 

from Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 

to Jeddah. She is a student 

adviser at the King Abdullah 

University of Science and 

Techno logy (KAUST) . 

(iffatsaadeh@gmail . com) 

Edgard G. Kazan 
(BEN '85) is project director of 

AI Fara' a General Contracting. 

He can be reached at PO 

Box 94610, Abu Dhabi, UAE. 

(raghas9497@yahoo.com) 

Dan Azzi 
(BS '86) lives in Milton , 

Ontario , Canada where 

he is managing director of 

fixed income trading at the 

Standard Chartered Bank. 

Hilal Ka rkouty 
(BBA '86) has the distinc

tion of being the very first 
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legal publisher in Qatar. He 

owns and manages E-Book 

Publishers Ltd , a leading 

company in specialized elec-

class notes 

the organization 's Partners in 

Humanity program. She also 

runs a program for Lebanon, 

working through the Ministry 
tronic publishing, with a focus of Education as well as the 

a variety of technical, busi

ness, sales, and manage

ment positions in the Middle 

East and the United States. 

on legal material. His publica- Lebanese Broadcasting _._1~9'------.L9_0.._.s.__ ____ _ 
tion, "The Legal Counselor," 

received the personal recog

nition of HH the Emir of the 

State of Qatar. Karkouty is 

married to Hana Adra, who 

owns and runs "Winks," a 

gallery of fine accessories for 

women . They have four chil

dren. Their eldest daughter 

Carine is currently enrolled 

in the Lebanese American 

University, but hopes to move 

to AUB some day. (http:// 

www.ebookqatar.com; hkark

outy@hotmail.com) 

M Looking for old 
()'{j friends and 

classmates! 

Leena El-Ali 
(BA '87) grew up in the Middle 

East, West Africa, and Europe 

and studied economics at AUB 

and Oxford University. For the 

past 20 years, she has been 

living in the United Kingdom 

and the United States where 

she spent over a decade as 

a fund manager and debt 

strategist before turning to an 

entrepreneurial career. EI-Aii 

is senior program director at 

Search for Common Ground, 

an international non-profit 

organization in the field of con

flict transformation with offices 

in 18 countries. She manages 
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Corporation 

channel. 

television 

Mohamed A. Bitar 
(BS '88, MD '92) After com

pleting his subspecialty train

ing at the Children's National 

MedicaiCenterandtheGeorge 

Washington University School 

of Medicine, Bitar established 

the Pediatric Otolaryngology 

Section at the Department 

of Otolaryngology-Head and 

Neck Surgery-AUBMC in 

2002. In 2006, he was elect

ed an active member of the 

American Society of Pediatric 

Otolaryngology (ASPO), 

which rarely enrolls members 

practicing outside the United 

States. In 2007, Bitar became 

a member of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics (FMP) 

and was recently elected 

a fellow of the American 

College of Surgeons (FAGS) 

during a large ceremony in 

San Francisco where 1 , 1 89 

surgeons from around the 

world, including three from 

Lebanon, were honored. 

(mb36@aub.edu. lb) 

Samer Zein 
(BS '89). Hewlett-Packard 

has appointed Zein director 

of technology services for 

the Middle East. Before join

ing HP in 2003, Samer held 

Zahia Ghossaini 
(BS '92) lives in Manhattan 

with her husband Raja Tarie 

and their 1 9-month old 

daughter Yara. In December 

1995, Zahia moved to 

Venezuela and started her 

IT career at Escuela Bel la 

Vista (EBV), an international 

school where she built the 

school's presence on the 

web. Whi le in Maracaibo, 

Venezuela she earned her 

master 's degree in edu

cational technology spe

cializing in e-learning. In 

2002, Ghossaini moved to 

New York City where she 

founded a web design and 

consultancy company RZ 

Web Design and developed 

websites for various clients/ 

industries until she joined 

the luxury retail e-business 

for Saks Fifth Avenue in 

2006. Zahia enjoys her work 

as a member of a diversi

fied IT team for Saks Direct 

and her life in the Big Apple. 

(zahia_ghossaini@s5a.com; 

ztarie@aol.com) 

Nada Jaber 
(BS '92, MS '96) will host a 

new weekly television show 

on diet and nutrition on RAI 

TV in Kuwait. A dietician by 

training, Jaber will discuss 

the essentials of food and 

health with leading doctors 

and nutritionists. 

Hadi M. Jaroudi 
(BEN '93) is senior vice pres

ident for Technology and 

Engineering Development 

at Future Pipe Industries 

LLC, Future Plastrex LLC, 

and Future Investment Ltd , 

all headquartered in Dubai. 

Uaroudi@gmail.com) 

Philip Elie Cortas 
(BEN '94) recently moved 

to Westmount, Quebec, 

Canada. (philipcortas@hot

mail. com) 

Walid 5. Uthman 

(BBA '94) has been appointed 

chief financial officer for medi

cal affairs at AUB. Uthman 

received an MBA from Loyola 

University Chicago in 2000 

and has more than 14 years 



experience in corporate 

accounting, financial plan

ning, and analysis. Uthman 

joined AUB in 2005 as the 

deputy director of the Office 

of Financial Planning and 

Budgeting. Prior to 2005, he 

was the head of finance and 

accounting at Averda, the 

holding company of Sukleen, 

a major Lebanese manufac-

agement team. EI-Saghir 

would love to hear from old 

classmates and fellow AUB 

alumni. (Bashir.EI -Saghir@ 

dargroup.com) 

Looking for old 

friends and 

classmates! 

turing and services company. Adham Bassam 
Al-Hariri 

Beyond Bliss Street 
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Contracting. (fadimajzoub@ 

gmail.com) 

Rada K. Dagher 
(BS '98, MPH '00) holds 

a PhD and is an assist

ant professor in the 

College of Public Health 

and Health Professions at 

the University of Florida. 

(rdagher@phhp. ufl. edu) 

Hasan Abdessamad 

cializes in road transport, 

warehousing and container

handling (www.tarzan.com. 

gh) . In 2005 , Hamoui com

pleted his master's degree 

in port management at the 

University of Plymouth , 

United Kingdom. . He then 

married his college sweet

heart, Dalia Mansour (1;3S 

'03, MS '05). They have a 

baby girl, Elsa Hamoui. To 

keep up with the scholarly 
Nadine Jbeily (BS '97, MD '01) is a clinical (BS '99, MD '03) has world, Hamoui gives lectures 
Chamseddine fellow at the University of 
(BA '95) is president of the Cincinnati. (adhamalhariri@ 
WAAAUB Atlanta Chapter. hotmail.com) 

She lives in Atlanta, Georgia 

and works for RE/MAX Christine Mady 
Executives, Inc. (nchamsed- (BAR '97) is an associ -
dine@yahoo.com) ate tutor at the School of 

received two awards 

from the Association of 

Professors of Gynecology 

and Obstetrics/ Council 

on Resident Education in 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

and from the Cleveland 

at a local business school , 

GIMPA (www.gimpa.edu.gh; 

ziad@hamoui .com) 

Ali ltani 
(BA '00) married Ghena 
Hariri (BA '00) in October 

City and Regional Planning Society of Obstetrics and 2008 in Lebanon. Even 
ChadiChazbek 
(BEN '96, MEN '00) is 

project manager for URS 

Corporation in San Jose, 

California. (chadi_chazbek@ 

at Cardiff University in the 

United Kingdom where she 

has been teaching since 

2005. Mady expects to 

complete her PhD in 2009. 
urscorp.com) (christomady@hotmail.com) 

Rabih El Rouwadi Fadi Majzoub 
(BE '96, PMP '08) is a 

construction manager at 

Consolidated Contractors 

International Company (CCC) 

in Qatar working on oil and 

gas projects. (rrouwadi@ccc. 

com.qa) 

Bachir El-Saghir 
(BS '96) is currently working 

as a landscape architect on 

the Pearl Project in Doha, 

Qatar for Dar AI-Handasah 

(Shair & Partners) as a mem

ber of their project man-

(BE '97) With his degree in 

civil engineering, Majzoub 

went to work as a sales and 

marketing manager at Profiles 

RH Group-Industries and 

Gynecology for his recent 

research. Abdessamad lives 

in Cleveland, Ohio. (hasan. 

abdessamad@gmail.com) 

though they were both at 

the University at the same 

time, and there was only 

two rows separating them at 

their graduation, they never 
Karma Nazih Al Kadi bumped into each other on 
(BBA '99) is happily mar- campus. (ali.ghena@gmail. 
ried to Maher Sangid Aboul com) 

Hosn. They live in Vienna, 

Virginia with their three chil

dren. (sangid.family@gmail. 

com) 

2000s 
Ziad Malek Hamoui 
(BS '00, BBA '02) After 

graduating with degrees in 

biology and business admin

istration , Hamoui moved 

to Ghana to run his fourth 

generation family owned 

business, Tarzan Enterprise, 

Ltd. The company spe-

Mira Kaddoura 
(BGD '00) continues to 

enjoy a successful career in 

advertising. During the last 

year she produced a televi 

sion spot for Coca-Cola at 

the 2008 Beijing Olympics 

and worked on a special 

ad campaign with Don King 

for Nike that intensified the 

rivalry between tennis stars 

Nadal and Federer at the US 

Open. In addition Kaddoura 

worked on two public serv-
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ice announcements through 

Nike for the non-profit 

organizations Ninemillion 

and World Wildlife Fund. 

Her graphic design talents 

class notes 

ilili restaurant, a Lebanese 

restaurant in New York City. 

(mira.kaddoura@wk.com) 

Abdo Maroun Saad 
also include branding for (BS '00, MD '04) is a geriat-

companies and restaurants, 

such as the logo below for 

II Ma1nGate W1nter 2009 

rics fellow at the University 

of Wisconsin. (ASaad@ 

uwhealth. or g) 

Ghada Salameh 

(BBA '00) is manager of 

mergers and acquisitions at 

PricewaterhouseCoopers in 

New York City. 

Osama Sweidan 
(BBA '00, MBA '05) is a 

consultant for HNC in Saudi 

Arabia. (osama.sweidan@ 

gmail.com) 

Nader Daou 
(BS '01) works in Integrated 

Solutions for Business at 

E-Learning Consultancy. 

(nader@the-dome. net) 

Joumana Medlej 
(BGD '01) is an illustrator 

ond volume of her graph

ic novel Ma/aak: Angel of 

Peace, featuring Lebanon 's 

first superhero(ine). Volume 

1 was published a year ago 

and has since attracted 

a good deal of attention 

both locally and interna-

who just published the sec- tionally. Both volumes can 

be read online at http:// 

www.malaakonline.com 

Sara Tedmori 

(BS '01) After complet

ing her computer science 

degree at AUB, Tedmori 

joined Loughborough 

University, United Kingdom 

where she earned her MSc 

and PhD degrees. She was 

then appointed assistant 
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professor of computer sci

ences at Princess Sumaya 

University for Technology 

in Jordan. Tedmori is an 

act ive researcher and is 

widely published in the field 

of knowledge management 

and information technol

ogy. (s .tedmori@psut.edu .jo) 

Salem F. Adra 

(BS '02) is a research 

associate in computa

tional systems biology at 

the University of Sheffield, 

Christiane Antoine El 
Hakim 
(BBA '04) writes: "As an 

AUB alumna, I would like to 

express my appreciation for 

the associations and gather

ings connecting AUB gradu

ates and many Lebanese all 

over the world." El Hakim 

founded Lebanese Estate, 

a comprehensive real estate 

company offering brokerage, 

market studies , financial 

modeling, site analysis, and 

architectural consultancy. 

The company is dedicated 

n o t e s 

soon landed a job as gen

eral manager of the Cixi 

City Fangyi Import/Export 

Trad ing Company. Chahin 

attended the final week of the 

Olympics in Beijing, and was 

impressed by the magnitude, 

sophistication, and high level 

of organization of the event. 

He believes that China is on 

the ascendant as a world 

power and hopes that AUB 

wi ll develop more programs 

and courses in sinology. (cha

hinsc@gmail.com) 

United Kingdom where to meeting the real estate Dolly Dahdal 
he earned MS and PhD 

degrees. Visit Adra's per

sonal homepage for a full 

update: www.dcs .shef. 

ac .uk\-salem. (salem_ 

adra@hotmail.com) 

Karim Yehia 

needs of Lebanese expatri

ates, as well as real estate 

developers interested in the 

·Lebanese market. [www. 

lebaneseestate.com; 

(c .hakim@lebaneseestate. 

com)] 

(BA, TO '06) lives in Los 

Angeles and works as an 

administrator for RAND 

Corporation. (dolly_dahdal@ 

hotmail.com) 

Mounir M El Asmar 
(BEN '07) is pursuing a PhD 

(BEN '02) worked in New Anwar Marafie in construction engineer-
York between 2004 and (BBA '05) lives in Dhahya, ing and management at 

2008 as a software engineer 

for Deutsche Bank in equi

ties sales and trading. Yehia 

recently decided to pur

sue his interests in finance 

and investment banking by 

enrol ling ful l-time in the MBA 

program of the University 

of Pennsylvania's Wharton 

School of Business. He is 

active in the Wharton Arabia 

Club and is working with 

the other Arab MBA stu

dents to expand the pres

ence of Wharton in Lebanon 

and the Arab World. (kyehia 

@wharton.upenn.edu) 

Kuwait. He recently 

founded Marafie Works 

Group for Restaurants 

and Foodstuffs, and 

opened Saso Restolounge, 

www. saso- lo unge.com , 

(website under construc

tion), and facebook group, 

Saso Restolounge. Marafie 

is a credit officer at the Ahli 

Bank of Kuwait. (anwar@ 

mwgfood.com) 

Chahin Saadeh Chahin 
(BBA '06) moved to Shanghai 

after graduation and stud

ied Mandarin for one year 

at Fudan University. He 

the University of Wisconsin . 

(elasmar@wisc.edu) 

Nour Dandache 
(BEN '08) is currently work

ing for Dar AI-Handasah 's 

(Shair & Partners) Project 

Management and Contracts 

Department, at the Grand 

Hyatt Hotel Construction site 

in Beirut's Central District. 

(ndandash@gmail .com) 

Rana Ghantous 
(BBA '08) is now based in 

Qatar, but travels to London 

and Paris regularly for work. 

(rgg07@aub.edu. lb} 

MainGate 
Summer 
2009: 
AUB 
Traditions 
In summer 2009, we 'll be 

exploring some of AUB 's 

finest traditions-the 

inaugurations, big games, 

student clubs, activism on 

campus, festivals, gradu

ation, even a few gradua

tion parties. What do you 

remember? Send us your 

favorite memories for this 

issue. 

maingate@aub.edu.lb 
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Recently Honored 
What's Right about 
L.E.FT 

Makram el Kadi (BAR 

'97), Ziad Jamaleddine 
(BAR '95) and Naji 
Moujaes (BAR '96) are the 

dynamic trio that keep their 

innovative architecture firm 

L.E. FT in the news. In 2009, 

class notes 

of Modern Art's Young 

Architects series, and exhib

iting a speculative urban 

project on Lebanon, enti

tled "Offshore Urbanism" 

at the 4th edition of the 

International Architecture 

Biennale Rotterdam and 

at the Design Museum in 

I 
Barcelona, Spain-which 

will be published in Yale 
this New York City-based, 

I 
University's 

internationally recognized, 

and award winning design 

prestigious 

collective will be lectur-

ing at Harvard 's G 

School of Design, 

peting as finalists 

again for the New 

II Ma•nGate W1nter 2009 

PERSPECTA. They are also 

designing a printing press 

factory in Kuwait. [www.left

ish .net] [left@leftish.net] 

California Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
appoints Zeitlian to the 
Architects' Board 

Hraztan Zeitlian , AlA, 

LEED (BAR '88) was 

appointed by California 

Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger 

to the prestigious 

Architects' Board. 

Since 2007, he 

has been vice president of 

design at Leo A. Daly's Los 

Angeles office. He is also 

the founder of STRUERE, 

an architectural think tank. 

In 2006 and 2007, Zeitlian 

received two prestigious 

American architecture 

awards from the Chicago 

Athenaeum . The interna

tional design magazine L' 

Area dedicated a section 

of its December 2007 issue 

to his work. Zeitlian's award 

winning entry to the Prague 

National Library Competition 

may be found at www. 

domusweb.it. (hszeitlian@ 

leoadaly.com) 

FEA alumni awards 
The Faculty of Engineering 

and Architecture recog

nized six of its alumni with 

awards during the seventh 

FEA student conference in 

mid October. "Our alumni 

are very dear to us," said 

FEA Dean Ibrahim Hajj, "and 

their success is testimony 

to ours. For this reason, 

we believe it's important 

to recognize their achieve

ments." The faculty pre

sented Distinguished Alumni 

Awards to six alumni, includ

ing two Young Distinguished 

Alumnus Awards, to Taha 
Mikati (BE '67), Karem 
Sakallah (BE '75), 

Fadi Kurdahi (BE '81) , 

George Berberi (BE '85), 

Mohammad Moghrabi 
(BE '95), and Obeida 
Sidani (BGD '97). 



Connecting 
the Dots 

Abdullah Jum'ah 
(BA '68) , once named 
one of the most 
powerful businessmen 
in the world by Fortune 
magazine, is a tireless 
advocate for education, 
who, in his spare 
time, recently finished 
translating the Penguin 
edition of Gilgamesh 
into Arabic. The former 

Beyond Bliss Street 
c l a s s n o t e s 

to his love of learning and 

education. 

Asked how he feels 

looking back over what he 

has achieved since he grad

uated from AUB 40 years 

ago, Jum 'ah 's first response 

is, "I feel very good and I feel 

good for my chi ldren .... for 

what I have done. I look at it 

as good for my chi ldren , for 

my family, that I have been 

a good role model." He 

then proudly lists the aca

demic achievements of his 

four chi ldren and expresses 

his regret that his younger 

daughter was unable to fulfil 

young Jum'ah : "I became 

an avid reader. Probably 

l have the biggest library 

in the province of Eastern 

Saudi Arabia," he says. "That 

helped me a lot in interact

ing with people, my inter

personal skills. When I go to 

the Japanese, I have read a 

lot of their literature; I go to 

the Chinese and I know a lot 

about their culture; I go to 

the Philippines ... my reading 

opened a lot of doors for 

me and that is what I am 

encouraging people to do 

now." So important was the 

impact of CS that after grad-
When Abdullah Jum'ah grad- her wish to attend AUB in uating from AUB, Jum 'ah set 
uated from AUB in 1968, his summer 2006. about translating the Penguin 
fi rst choice was to continue There is absolutely no edition of Gi/gamesh into 
his education, earn a PhD, doubt in Jum'ah's mind that Arabic , a task he put aside 
and become an academ

ic. Instead, circumstances 

dictated that he join Saudi 

Aramco and the rest, they 

say, is history. He went on to 

become president and chief 

executive officer of the com-

• pany (the first non engineer 

to hold the position) and was 

later described by Fortune 

when work took over his 

life but that he has recently 

managed to complete. 

magazine as one of the most 

powerful businessmen in 

the world outside the United 

States. With a CV that reads 
Saudi Aramco president · 
and CEO insists that · like an encyclopaedia and an 

AUB played a seminal role 

in shaping his life. Asked to 

what he attributes his success 

he replies without hesitation, 

"I must say that the liberal 

education at AUB provided 

me with a lot of strength ... 

people looked at my liberal 

education as a weakness. 

I found it was a strength .. . 

'Connecting the dots' is what 

the late Dr. Sayegh taught 

us ... don't look at the problem 

from only one aspect; there is 

a spectrum of ideas to look 

at. I think that gives you confi

dence when you want to face 

a problem and solve it." It is a 

piece of advice, he says, that 

has never failed him. 

Though he formal

ly relinquished education 

for business, in reality he 

remained deeply involved in 

many aspects of education 

throughout the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia and region

ally. In March 2007, he was 

elected vice chairman of the 

International Advisory Board 

of the King Fahd University 

of Petroleum and Minerals 

(KFUPM) in Dhahran, Saudi 

Arabia and plays an active 

role in shaping the univer

sity's future. He is also on 

the Board of Trustees of the 

American University in Cairo, 

which he attended prior to 

studying at AUB. 

part of the secret of his 
success lies in lessons 
learned during his 
undergraduate days at 
AUB. 

impressive clutch of inter-

national awards, Abdullah 

Jum'ah sounds like the quin

tessential businessman jetting 

• from place to place securing 

• deals -and so he was. Yet at 

• the same time, this academic 

• manque remained dedicated 

AUB's famous Cultural 

Studies (CS) program also 

had a profound effect on the 
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Investing in education is 

a key part of Saudi Aramco's 

brief and its achievements in 

this area are clearly as impor

tant to Jum'ah as Aramco's 

stellar record as the world 

leader in crude oil produc

tion. Every year the company 

sponsors hundreds of Saudi 

students studying overseas. 

Over the years Aramco has 

built many schools and 

financed a wide range of 

educational programs. 

In more recent years, 

Jum'ah and Aramco have 

faced a new educational 

challenge: to develop the 

King Abdullah University for 

Science and Technology 

(KAUS1) from scratch . "This 

is a graduate school , the first 

one in the kingdom, I dare 

say in the Arab world, in 

science and technology, and 

it is an international, not a 

local, university. The idea is 

to concentrate on areas of 

research that will help the 

national economy of Saudi 

Arabia-to transfer research 

and ideas into practical busi

ness enterprises. We have a 

team reporting directly to the 

minister of petroleum who is 

the de facto chairman of the 

Board of Trustees. We have 

created the program, struc

ture, research, and so on, 

and we have a team building 

this university on a fast track 

because we started mid 2006 

with nothing and are expect-

At the same time, to 

mark its 75th anniversary, 

Saudi Aramco is building 

the King Abdulaziz Center 

for Knowledge and Culture, 

which will be known as 

ITHRA. It will include a 

large computer library, edu

cation center, children 's 

center, theaters, spaces for 

performing arts, artist work

shops, venues for exhibi-

cial and otherwise to the 

University saying , " ... each 

and every one of us is a 

walking testament to the 

benefits of an AUB educa

tion, and we can set an 

example for others by dem

onstrating the value of edu

cation and a lifelong pursuit 

of knowledge in our own 

lives." Abdullah Jum'ah is 

clearly a man who practices 

tions, lectures and confer- • what he preaches. 

ences, as well as house Recently retired, 

the company's archives . • Jum'ah is determined to 

Jum'ah describes ITHRA as • dedicate some of his new-

a "dynamic, state-of-the

art institution designed to 

inspire a passion for learning, 

creativity, volunteerism and 

cross-cultural engagement." 

In his July I, 2008 speech 

at AUB's Class Reunion , he 

compared ITHRA's mission 

to that of AUB which he 

describes as " .. . a bastion of 

civilized discourse, of intel

lectual inquiry and of the 

primacy of peace over war 

and of mind over might." 

Speaking recently of ITHRA 

Jum'ah said , "ITHRA is my 

baby, and I have already 

made a commitment to 

donate my personal library 

to it. The first books in the 

library will be mine." 

As much as he is 

found spare time to educa

tion. He is already a regular 

speaker on the oil industry, 

sharing his knowledge with 

audiences around the world. 

At the same time he is deter

mined to remain active in 

educational circles through 

• his work on the Advisory 

Council at KFUPM and as 

a trustee of AUC. That 

wisdom speaks volumes for 

those who are concerned 

• by the recent recession . As 

Jum'ah explains, "In the 

early years I saw oil as low 

as $10, so today seems not 

so bad . The oil business is 

long term; people should 

not panic. There can be 

opportunities. This is a time 

to assess, wake up, and 

passionate about creating even take advantage. It is 

ITHRA in the spirit of AUB , • not all bad. It is exciting." 

he is just as committed to He used the same word to 

supporting his Alma Mater. describe his new retirement, 

In his speech in July 2008, "exciting!" 

ing to make it operational in he called on his classmates 
-M.A. 

September 2009." to lend their support, finan-
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Friends and 
Colleagues 
Dr. Raymond Adams, a 
distinguished neurologist 

who is often credited as 

being the father of modern 

neurology, died on October 

18, 2008 at the age of 97. 
Dr. Adams was a great friend 

of AUB and was a mentor to 
AUB students and neurolo

gists since the 1 960s. In 

2007 he donated his exten
sive medical library to AUB in 

honor of his former pupil, Dr. 
Rose-Mary Boustany (see 

MainGate Summer 2007). 

Prior to his retirement in 

1 977, Dr. Adams served as 

chief of the Department of 
Neurology at Massachusetts 

General Hospital (1 951 -78) 

where he helped establish 
the Eunice Kennedy Shriver 

Center for Research in Men
.tal Retardation. In 1977, he 

was awarded the rank of 

Knight of the Order of the 

Cedars of Lebanon. At the 

time of his death, Dr. Adams 

was the Harvard Medical 

School Bullard Professor of 

Neurology Emeritus. 

John Bernal Harbell , a 
former professor of eco
nomics at AUB , passed 

away on October 17, 2008, 

Ill Ma1nGate W1nter 2009 
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at the age of 90 in Mon

tesano, Washington. Born 
in Los Angeles, California, 

Harbell earned a degree in 

economics from the Univer

sity of California at Berkeley 
in 1939. He was drafted 

for army service in France 

in 1944. After the war he 
earned a PhD in economics 

and finance from the Uni

versity of California at Ber
keley where he studied the 

Lebanese banking system. 
Professor Harbell and his 

family spent three years in 

Lebanon. He is survived by 

his wife , a sister, a sister-in

law, three sons, and several 

grandchildren. 

Hilda Moadieh passed 
away on October 1, 2008, 

at AUBMC. Born in Damas

cus on December 13, 1913, 
she worked for many years 

as an administrator at AUB 

for Dr. Kenneth Oliver, chair 

of AUB's Department of 
Otolaryngology; AUB Vice 

President Archie Crawford; 

and Dr. Joseph McDonald of 

the Department of Surgery. 
She later served as first 

secretary to His Excellency 
Nadim Dimishquiyyeh, the 

Lebanese Ambassador to 

Canada, and returned to 

AUB as secretary to the 

dean of the School of Agri

culture, where she stayed 

until she retired. 

Before her brother Dr. 

Jean Moadieh (BA '43, MD 
'47) passed away in 2003, 

she convinced him to join 
her in donating their build

ing in Ras Beirut to the 
National Evangelic Church 

of Beirut to be used as an 
old age home. She is sur

vived by her nephews and 
nieces from her father's first 

marriage. 

Vern Pings passed away 

on November 3, 2008. He 
was born in Sauk City, Wis

consin. From 1952 to 1954, 

he served as director of the 
AUB Farms (today AREC). 

In the late 1 940s and early 
1 950s, Pings worked with 

the American Friends Serv

ice Committee and the 

United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency providing 

emergency relief to Pales
tinians in Gaza and in Bei 

rut. Dr. Pings then switched 

his focus to library sciences 
and held teaching appoint

ments at Kent State Univer

sity, Case Western Reserve 
University, the University of 

Michigan, and the University 
of Chicago. He is survived 

by his wife. 

Thomas C. Weaver died 

on November 24 at the age 
of 93 . During his many 

years in Lebanon , he taught 

English and music at the 
International College of Bei

rut. He is remembered by 
the AUB community as the 

organist for many special 

occasions at Assembly Hall 

and as an accomplished 

equestrian and well known 

horse show judge in the 

region. Born on Septem

ber 20, 1915 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Weaver earned a BS 
from Ohio Wesleyan Univer

sity and a master's degree 

from the Union Theological 

Seminary. He left Beirut and 

returned to his home state of 
Ohio in 1989. He is survived 

by a nephew, a cousin , and 

numerous friends. 

Alumni 
Shafik Milhem Shabshab 
(BBA '37) passed away in 

September 2008 in Bei
rut . Born in Hasbaya, 

Beqa'a in 1912, Shafik 

Shabshab was one of few 
students from the Beqa'a 

area who managed to register 

at AUB and study business 

administration. After gradu

ation in 1 937, he traveled 
to Najaf, Iraq and taught 

mathematics at several 

secondary schools for two 

years . In 1939 he returned 
to Beirut and started work 

at AUB in the Comptroller's 
Office. He later on moved 

to the Internal Audit Depart

ment and remained there 
until his retirement in 1 978. 

Shabshab was a generous 

donor to his alma mater 

and established the Shafik 

Milhem Shabshab Endowed 
Scholarship Fund to provide 

financial assistance to needy 
and qualified Lebanese stu

dents at AUB. 

Rito Vincent V. Grieco (MS 

'39, MD '39) passed away 

on June 26, 2008, at the 

age of 96 . While at AUB 

he studied under renowned 

pathologist and toxicologist 

Professor Edmund Mayer. 

Grieco, a radiologist and 
teacher, was recognized for 
his humanitarian service at 

the Methodist Hospital in 
Brooklyn , New York, where 



he served as codirector of 
the Department of Radiol
ogy. He had fond memories 
of AUB, where he met his 
wife Viola Cardwell, a prot
estant missionary nurse. 

Fawzi A. Pualwan, who died 
November 15, 2008, studied 
at AUB in the early 1940s 
and completed his bachelor's 

Henry A. Azar (BA '48, MD 
'52) died in July in Chapel 
Hill , North Carolina. In 1952, 
he emigrated to the United 
States, where he began his 
medical career at New York 
City Hospital. His medical 
legacy includes professor
ships at Columbia Univer
sity, the University of Kan
sas, and the University of 
South Florida, where he was 
a professor of anatomical 
pathology for twenty years. 
In 1998, he received his 

i n 
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Shukri F. Khuri 1943-2008 
(BS '64, MD '68) embod
ied the best of AUB. He 
was a highly distinguished 
surgeon and medical pro
fessional whose efforts 
vastly improved surgical care 
across the United States in 
VA (Veteran's Administra
tion) medical centers. He 
was also an unflagging sup
porter of AUB. I knew Shukri 
when he was the president 

AUB recognized him early in 
his career with the Penrose 
Award. 

He went on to become 
chief of surgery at the Brock
ton/West Roxbury VA Medical 
Center and the VA Boston 
Healthcare System, professor 
of surgery at Harvard Medical 
School, and vice chairman of 
the Surgery Department at 
Brigham and Women 's Hospi
tal in Boston. He died before 
he could accept the 2008 
Ernest Amory Godman Award 
for improving the safety of 
medical care for the public, an 
award his family says would 
have made him extremely 
proud. 

Promoting Palestinian
Israeli peace and understand
ing was a cause he held 
very close to his heart. He is 
survived by his wife Randa, 
whom he met at AUB, his 

and medical degrees at Van- PhD in medical history from of the Alumni Association mother, a brother, and three 
derbilt University. He served the University of North Caro- of North America, and he children. 
in the US Army as a com- lina at Chapel Hill , focusing was an enthusiastic member Philip S. Khoury 
manding officer and chief of on the transfer of medical of the task force that led Trustee, AUB 
surgery in Korea, and earned knowledge from Moorish to the creation of WAAAUB. 
the Commendation Ribbon 
and Medal for outstanding 
service. In 1960, Pualwan 
moved his family to Worces
ter where he practiced medi
cine for 35 years. Pualwan 
was a fellow of the Ameri
can College of Surgeons, a 
member of the Massachu
setts Medical Society and 
the Worcester Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and 
a long standing member of 
the Wesley United Methodist 
Church . He is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, his three 
children, two grandchildren, 
and a brother. 

Spain to Medieval Christen
dom. At age 71, he was the 
oldest PhD recipient from 
the UNC systems. He is sur
vived by his wife, two sons, 
and two grandsons. 

Former Lebanese MP Andre 
Tabourian (BBA '50) died 
October 7, 2008. Tabou
rian, a philanthropist and 
civic activist, and his brother 
Gerard honored their father 
by establishing the Karekin 
Tabourian Dentofacial Clinic 
at AUBMC. He is survived 
by his wife, two sons, and 
their fami lies. 

Andrew G. Suidan (MD '51) 
passed away on February 
23, 2008. Born on Decem
ber 20, 1924, Dr. Suidan 
is survived by his wife and 
son, and a brother. 

Kamal Hemady (BA '52 , 
MD '56) a professor of urol
ogy at AUBMC, died on 
December 6, 2008. He 
was 78. "Professor Kamal 
Hemady was a pioneer, 
mentor, teacher, colleague, 
friend, and a highly dedi-

cated man," said Dr. Nadim 
Cortas , vice president for 
medical affairs and the Raja 
N. Khuri Dean of the Faculty 
of Medicine. 

Following his gradua
tion from AUB, he trained 
in pediatric urology at the 
Western Reserve School of 
Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio 
and at the New York Hospital, 
Wei ll Cornell Medical Center, 
before returning to Lebanon 
to become the country's first 
pediatric urologist. 
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In 1964, Hemady joined 

the Faculty of Medicine in the 

Department of Surgery, and 

was promoted to professor of 

surgery (urology) in 1985. 

He insisted on staying in 

Lebanon during the civil war 

and in 1982 established the 

first urology specialty train
ing program in Lebanon and 

the region. He was chief of 

the Division of Urology from 

1985 to 1997, and chair of 

the Department of Surgery, 
1994-99. He established the 

Kamal and Nuha Hemady 

Scholarship to support AUB 

medical students. Dr. Kamal 

Hemady is survived by two 
chi ldren, their families, and 

generations of students who 

will keep his legacy alive. 

Nayif Jarmakani (BA '57) 

We recently heard that Jar

makani, a successful entre

preneur in Nigeria, passed 

away on August 29, 2005 

in Beirut. Born Decem

ber 31, 1933 in Salkhad , 

AI Sweida, Syria, he came 

to Lebanon as the first in 

his fami ly to pursue higher 

education. Following gradu

ation, Jarmakani taught Eng

lish in Aleppo, Syria and in 

Kuwait. In the early 1960s, 

he moved to Nigeria where 

he started a number of busi

nesses, including transport, 

construction, and furniture 

companies. Nayif Jarmakani 

is survived by his wife and 
four sons. Following in his 

father's footsteps, his young

est son, Anwar, is currently a 

student at AUB. 

El-To urn Babiker Abdel
rahman Umbarak (BA '67) 

was born in Kamlin, Sudan. 

He studied geography at 

AUB, but made his mark as 

an Arabic-English translator, 

notably with the World Bank 

in Washington, DC. While 
there, he was a strong advo

cate for his countrymen and 

set up the Sudan Care Foun

dation , Inc. He and his British 

wife retired to their Blue Nile 

farm , where he died on May 

16, 2008. He is survived by 

a daughter who lives in the 

United States and a son in 

Khartoum. 

Yusuf Zarour (BA '67) 

passed away on September 

19, 2008, in Beirut at the age 

of 65. After graduating from 

AUB, Zarour continued his 

studies at the State Univer

sity of New York in Albany, 

where he earned a PhD in 

management and political 
affairs. In the early 1980s, 

he was the general manager 

of 3M in Beirut and regional 

general manager of Abela & 

Co. Yusuf Zarour was most 
recently senior vice presi

dent of Support Services 

at Emirates Flight Catering 
Company (EKFC) in Dubai. 

He started AUB's Omani 

Alumni Chapter in 1988 and 

was an active alumnus in 

the Dubai and Northern 

Emirates Chapters where 

he earned the AUB Shield 

for his contribution and sup

port of needy students. He 

is survived by his wife Najat 

(BA '68) and daughters Hiba 
and Hana. 

Khaled M. Seoud (BS '08) 

son of Muhieddine Seoud 
(BS '73, MD '82) and Randa 

Kawakibi (BArch '84) passed 
away at age 21 on Septem

ber 1, 2008, while under

going a procedure involving 

a CT scan-guided needle 

biopsy. He had just gradu
ated with a BS in biology 

and had been accepted in 

the medical school at Bala

mand University. Though he 
was never able to realize his 

dream of becoming a doctor, 

Khaled Seoud was a true 

believer who touched the 

lives of all who knew him. He 

will be eternally remembered 

by his beloved family and 

loyal friends. 



Organ, Assembly Hall 

The organ in the Assembly Hall, built in 1972 by the Danish fi rm of Marcussen and Sron, was the generous gift of Trustee B.D. Eddie. 

The organ has mechanical key action and 40 stops in four divisions. Its scale and tonal palette are ideal for northern European baroque 
repertoire. In November 2008, Marcussen and Sron technicians travelled from Denmark to Beirut to make major repairs on the organ. 
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The first woman to graduate from AUB with a regular degree, in pharmaceutical chemistry, was Sara Levy from Palestine. In that same year 13 women 
were registered in Arts and Sciences, one in Pharmacy, three in Dentistry and 41 in Nursing. -Edward Nickoley writing in ai-Kulliyyah (1927). 


