
Approved Experience 
(Summer Training – Internship) 
Course numbers: CHEN 400, CHEN 500, CIVE 400, EECE 500, INDE 500, MECH 500 
 
Undergraduate students in MSFEA engineering departments are required as part of their 
studies to undergo training in a professional capacity at a company in Lebanon or abroad, or 
at a research university.  Such training is an integral part of the undergraduate program and 
is typically done during the summer of the third year of studies.  This experience consists of 
an eight-week internship with a professional organization that provides opportunities for 
training and exposure to the real engineering world.  Venues for such experiences are 
approved by the student’s department and the MSFEA Career Development Center (CDC) 
provides advice and services to assist students in securing the internship positions. In order 
to sharpen their communication and professional skills, students are required to prepare at 
the end of their training a report describing their experience. 
 
With the global coronavirus crisis and associated lockdowns and travel restrictions, MSFEA 
students expected to complete their Approved Experience in the Summer 2020 session are 
facing a severe challenge. As a result, the Maroun Semaan Faculty of Engineering and 
Architecture approves the following measures on an exceptional basis for students who 
are expected to register the Approved Experience in Summer 2020 in order to allow them 
to complete this requirement on time. 
 

1. Reduce the minimum internship duration to five weeks instead of eight. For 
example, the internship period may be June 1 to July 4, or July 6 to August 8, or 
other intervals. Students are able to start their internships as late as July 26 and 
finish before the start of the Fall term. [no petition is needed for Summer 2020] 
 

2. Accept virtual and remote internships with institutions willing to provide them and 
to supervise the students.   [no petition is needed for Summer 2020] 

 
3. For students who are not able to secure an internship, MSFEA CDC will coordinate 

with AUB departments to offer opportunities, within and across departments, for 
students to work (possibly online) individually or as groups under the supervision of 
a faculty member or AUB manager to:  [coordinated by CDC – no petition is 
needed for Summer 2020] 

 
a. Pursue an industrial-type internship. 
b. Pursue a research-type internship. 



c. Pursue a project-type internship to identify and develop an FYP problem with 
some initial design and/or prototyping, in coordination with the FYP coordinator 
and the MSFEA Interdisciplinary Design Practice Program. 

d. Extend the FYP in an innovative way, for those students who are completing their 
FYP in Spring 2020, in collaboration with the FYP coordinator and the MSFEA 
Entrepreneurship Initiative. 
 

4. Consider, by petition and with proper documentation, previous professional 
experience/internships completed by students on their own.  
[with approved petition only] 

 
5. Consider, by petition, a five-week internship in Winter 2020 during the period 

December 21, 2020 to January 23, 2021. 
[with approved petition only] 

 
6. Consider, by petition and with the submission of a proposal, individual or group 

entrepreneurial internships. 
[with approved petition only] 
 

7. Other rules and regulations regarding Approved Experience continue to apply. 
 

Implementation 
 

• The CDC will be the point of contact for students seeking internships (Email 
fcareer@aub.edu.lb). The CDC staff will survey and coordinate with all AUB 
departments, local companies, and other institutions in Lebanon and abroad, 
opportunities relevant to MSFEA students, with the above provisions regarding 
reduced time, virtual or remote internships, group work, etc. 

 
• The academic issues will be handled by an internship task force composed of the 

CDC staff, associate dean, and chairpersons of departments, to follow up on all items 
related to the internships and to take immediate action when needed. 

 
• A Moodle course will be coordinated by Prof. Ali Hajj for all MSFEA students 

registered in CHEN 400, CHEN 500, CIVE 400, EECE 500, INDE 500, MECH 500 to keep 
track of student placement, progress, and deliverables. 

 


