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WL Mission 
Statement 

 
The Women’s League is 
an organization of 
women from different 
Nationalities. Its purpose 
is to promote a broad 
acquaintance to 
socialize, learn and 
support one another and 
establish social network. 
Its wish is to secure a 
yearly scholarship fund 
for a disabled student at 
AUB. 
	

A Letter from the President 
 

A year has passed and here we are about to celebrate the Christmas 
Season.  The real meaning of Christmas is love. 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
 so that whosoever believeth in him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
(John 3.16). 
 
 Sure, enjoy the season but remember to rejoice as well, after all, the true 
meaning of Christmas is the celebration of God’s ultimate gift: the birth of 
Jesus, the Christ child, and remember that Christ is the reason for the season. 
 
Wish you all a blessed Christmas Season. 
 
Lamia Kawar 
President 
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A Modern View of Lebanese History 
 
The guest speaker for November was Emir Adel Arslane who hails from the esteemed Arslan family. 
He presented us with a great perspective of Lebanese history since November marks the month of the 
Lebanese Independence Day. His talk concentrated on eight significant dates spanning from 1840 to 
1975. 

• The	first	event	took	place	in	1840	in	what	was	entitled	“Amiyet	Antelias”	in	Arabic	which	
was	a	revolution	against	Ibrahim	Basha.	In	Emir	Adel’s	opinion,	this	was	a	catastrophic	
event	because	it	brought	the	first	foreign	intervention	into	the	country	and	split	the	
people.	He	believes	that	this	was	the	seed	for	the	beginning	of	the	sectarian	divide	in	the	
country.	The	British	intervened	to	support	the	Druze	community	and	the	French	
supported	the	Christian	community.	

• In	1860	a	civil	war	broke	out	between	the	Maronite	Christian	community	and	the	Druze	
community.	Prior	to	that	date	the	wars	that	took	place	were	feudal	in	nature	and	not	
sectarian.	

• In	1920	Grand	Liban	was	created	with	the	borders	as	we	know	them	today.	
• In	1943	Lebanon	gained	its	independence	from	France.	Emir	Adel	disputed	the	prevailing	

opinion	that	independence	was	taken	without	bloodshed.	His	ancestors	carry	the	title	of	
Emir	because	they	were	historically	army	commanders.	The	word	“emir”	in	Arabic	means	
to	command.	Both	is	ancestors	Emir	Toufic	Arslan	and	Emir	Majid	Arslan	fought	for	
Lebanon	during	different	periods.	

• 1948	marks	the	day	that	the	Zionists	took	over	the	Palestinian	land.	The	Arabs	tried	to	
form	a	coalition	army	to	fight	against	them.	Emir	Adel	tells	the	story	of	how	the	Lebanese	
army	was	the	first	to	reach	inside	Palestine	and	fight	the	Zionist	in	what	is	known	as	the	
Malkieh	battle.	Emir	Majid	Arslan	was	among	them	and	they	were	able	to	infiltrate	the	
enemy	line	heroically.		

• 1958	was	the	year	that	marked	a	civil	revolt	in	the	Chouf	area.	There	was	a	feudal	conflict	
to	rule	that	part	of	Lebanon.	Camille	Chamoun,	who	was	the	president	at	that	point	and	is	
also	from	the	Chouf	area,	sided	with	the	Joumblat	family	during	the	conflict.	The 1958 
Lebanon crisis (also known as the Lebanese Civil War of 1958) was a political crisis in 
Lebanon caused by political and religious tensions in the country that included a United States 
military intervention. 

• The	Cairo	Agreement,	or	Cairo	Accord,	was	an	agreement	reached	on	2	November	1969	
during	talks	between	Yassir	Arafat	and	the	Lebanese	army	commander,	General	Emile	
Bustani.	Egyptian	President	Gamal	Abdel	Nasser	helped	to	broker	the	deal.	The	
agreement	established	principles	under	which	the	presence	and	activities	
of	Palestinian	guerrillas	in	southeastern	Lebanon	would	be	tolerated	and	regulated	by	the	
Lebanese	authorities.	Emir	Majid	was	the	minister	of	defense	during	that	time	and	he	was	
against	the	Cairo	agreement.	Upon	Bustani’s	return	to	Lebanon	Emir	Majid	isolated	him	
and	forced	him	to	resign.	

• 1975	marks	the	year	that	the	15	year	Lebanese	Civil	war	started.	It	ended	in	1990	but	we	
as	a	nation	are	still	reeling	from	its	effect.	According	Emir	Adel,	we	as	people	don’t	know	
how	to	talk	with	each	other	to	resolve	our	issues.	The	fear	of	the	other	is	at	the	bottom	of	
our	problem	as	a	nation!	
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A Trip to West Beqaa 
 

The monthly trip in November was to the West Beqaa area to enjoy the colors of the Fall season. 
There were several stops: Kefraya with wine tasting, the deer reserve in A’ana, Kherbet Qanafar and 
Aammiq area. Lunch was in Domaine de Chouchene, which is also a guest house. 
 

 
 

December Mini Meeting 
 

For the mini meeting this month the ladies watched the movie “She Said” which is based on the true 
story of The New York Times journalists Megan Twohey and Jodi Kantor who published a report that 
exposes sexual abuse allegations against powerful Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein. The 
shocking story also served as a launching pad for the #MeToo movement, shattering decades of 
silence around the subject of sexual assault and harassment. 
 

	
 

‘Tis the Season 
 

December is full of festivities so make sure to take advantage of what is going on in the city and the 
country as a whole starting with Beirut Chants. It is Beirut Chants 15th season so don’t miss out on all 
the free concerts around town. Click here and see the full program: https://www.beirutchants.com/  
 
Pre-reservation is required a week ahead of each activity except the ones taking place in Beirut Souks. 
Click here to reserve: https://www.ticketingboxoffice.com/beirut-chants-festival-2022-
tickets/group/862/en 
 


